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A n VEimsEMEKr. 


puixhafci's of D. Hume’s Hiflory of England 
luiving been long defirous of a continuation ; 
the proprietor of Dr. Sraollelt’s Hiftory (being in 
poMeffion of a copy with the author’s laft correcfllons) 
has been induced to reprint that work from the 
Revolution, where Hume’s Hiflory ends, to the 
death oC George IL ui the year 176Q. 

T'o make this work more acceptable, the Sec- 
tions, ami other diviflons, are given in a manner 
corrcfpomlcnt with thole oblerved by lJumc ; lb 
that any gentleman, pollcllcd of the latter, may 
take tip Ills flidory at the Revolurlon, where Hume 
breaks oil’, and find a regular connc<£lion in this 
complete Hillory given by Smollett, 


Tn the latter .part only of this work has the pre- 
fent Editor found it nccellary to make any altera- 
tions. The war before the laflhad its fource in Ame- 
rica, and thereby drew forth our fettlements there 
into confcquencc. This, with the lofs of moft of ihofe 
fettlements ,lincc to Great-Britain, had brought 
with it fo many changes, that what wffe found po- 
liticks and good fenfe then, is now totally deranged : 
4 * even 
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cvtn thcmlelvcs arc become changed, and 

the vci^ flale of the two countries has undergone 
a iiu'iamSt'phofis which was impoflible to be forefeen 
by tl)c liircwdcll politician. To ailiil the aocws of 
Jj^niinent a writer as Smollett, as well as to gratify 
ions of the judicious reader, a few, very 
lew, alterations have been made on thofe heads. 
I'o heave proceeded farther would have been a kind 
of I'acrilegc, and no lefs a fraud upon the original 
author, than upon the publick. 
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1 . coiiflitution of England had now ajf- ciiAt 

**■ /limed a new frfpcft. The maxim of he- ^ 
reditary, indefeafibk right was at length renounced 
by a free Parliament. The power of the crown was 
acknowledged to flow from no other fountain than 
that of a contract with the people. Allegiance and 
protedlion were declared reciprocal ties depending 
upon each other. The reprefentaiives of the nation 
made a regular claim of rights in behalf of their 
conftituents; and William III. afeended the throne 
in confequence of an exprefs capitulation with the 
people. Yet, on this occafion, the zeal of the Par- 
liament towards their deliverer feems to have over- 
fhot their attachment to their own liberty and pri- 
vileges : or at leaft they negle£led the faireft oppor- 
tunity that ever occurred, to retrench thofe preroga- 
tives of the crown to which they imputed all the 
late and former calamities of the kingdom. Their 
new monarch retained the old regal power over par- 
liaments in its full extent, ile was left at liberty 
to convoke, adjourn, prorogue, and difiblve them 
at his pleafurc. He was enabled to influence elec- 
tions, and opprefs corporations. He poflefled the 
right of chooilng his own council 5 of nominating 
all the great officers of the flate, and of the houfe- 
holcl, of the army, the navy, and the church. He 
referve.d the abfolute command of the militia : fo 
that he remained mailer of all the inflruments and 
engines of cormption and violence, without any other 
reflraint than h.is own moderation, and prudent re- 
gard to the claim of rights, and principle of refifl-: 
ance, on which the Revolution was founde(^. In a 
word, the fertlenicnt was finiflied with fome preci- 
pitation, before the plan had been properly digefled; ' 
and matured ; and this will be the cafe in every efla-' 
blilhment formed upon a fudden emel’gency in the 
face of oppofition. It was*obferved, that the J^ing, 
who was made Uy the people, had it in Ids power 
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UOt)K to vulc without them ; to p;ovcrn iJhirio, though 
, he was crcaicd Jitn: humano: and that, though the 

'"itoy. change proceeded from a republican ipirit, the fet- 
tlcmcnt was built upon Tory maxims ; for the cxccu-. 
tiun of his government continued fiill independent 
of his commilfion, while his own perfon remained 
I’acred and inviolable. The Prince of Orange had 
been ivwited to EugUvud by a coalition of parties, 
united by a common fenfe of danger: but this tie 
was no fooner broken than they flew.afunder, and 
each refumed its original bias. Their mutual jea- 
loufy and rancour revived, and was heated by clif- 
pute into intemiierate zeal and enthuliafm. Thofe 
who at firft adfecl from principles of patriotifm were 
infenfibly warmed into partifans ; and King William 
loon found himfelf at the head of a fadlion, As he 
had been bred a Calvinift, and always exprefled an 
abhorrence of fpiritual pcrfecution , the Prclbytcrians, 
and other Proteflunt din'enters, conficlcrcd him a.s 
their peculiar proted'lor, and entered into his intc- 
rcfls with the most zealous fervour and allidiiity. 
Jfor the fame rcafons, the Iriends of the church be- 
came jealous of his proceedings, and employed all 
their Inlhicncc, (irit in oppofing his elevation to the 
throne, and afterwards in thwarting his meafums. 
Their party was cfpoulcd by all the friends of the 
lineal fucceffion 5 by the Roman Catholics ; by thofe 
•who •were perfouaUy attached to the kte King 5 and 
by fuch as were difguiled by the conclu 61 and per- 
fonal deportment of William fince his arrival in 
England. They obferved, That, contrary to his 
declaration, he had plainly afpired to the crown; 
and treiated his father-in-law with infolence and 
rigour ; That his army contained a number of fo- 
reign papifts, almoft equal to that of the Englifh 
■Roman Catholics whom James bad employed ; That 
the reports fo* incluflrioufly circulated about the birth 
of the Prince of Wales, the treaty with France for 
‘ enflaving England, and the murder of the Earl of 



VVJH.MAM ANO MAlir. 

Eflcx, reports countenanced by the Prince of Orange, CH A ]• 
now appeared to be without foundation: That the 
Dutch troop's remained in London, while tlie Eng- 
lifh forces were diflributed in remote quarters ; That 
the Prince declared the firll ihoulcl be kept about 
his perfon, and the latter fent to Ireland : That the 
two houfes, out of complaifance to William, had 
denied their late fovereign the jullice of being heard 
in his own defence : and, That the Dutch had lately 
interfered with the trade of London, which was 
already fenfibly diminilhed. Thefe were the fources ' 
of difeontent, fwelled up by the refentment of feme 
noblemen, and other individuals, difappointed in 
their hopes of profit and preferment, 

§ IL William began nis reign with a proclania-Somers’s 
tion, for confirming all proteftants in the oifices^®‘*®°‘'“'* 
which they enjoyed on the firft day of December 
then he chofe the members of his council, who were 
generally flaunch to his intcrefl:, except the Arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury and the Earl of Nottingham*, 
and thefe were admitted in complaifance to the 
church-party, which it was not thought advifeable 
to provoke. Nottingham and Shrewfbury were 
appointed Secretaries of State ; the ])rivy-feal was 
bellowed upon the Marquis of Halifax ; the Earl 
ofDanby was created Prelidcnt of the Council. Thefe 
two noblemen enjoyed a good fhare of the King’s 
confidence, and Nottingham was confiderablc, as 
liead of the church-party: but the chief favourite 
was Bcntinck, firfi. commoner on the lift of privy- 
counfellors, as well as groom of the llole and privy 
puiie. D’Auverqxierque was made mafter of the 

♦ Hie council coni^ls{ed of the Prince of Denmark, llie ArchblMiop 
of Canterbury, tlie Duke of Norfolk, the Martfaisses of Halifax 
and Winchealcr, the ISarla of Dauby, Liudacy, Devomhiic, Dor- 
set, Middlesex, Oxford, Shrew<?bury, Bedford, Bath, Macclcnfield, 

,and Nottingham; the Viscounf? Faueonberg, Myrdaunt, Newport, 

Lumley 5 the Lords Wharton, Montagu, Dclanierc, Churchill ; 

Mr. Heutmek, Mr. Sidney, Sir Robert Ho^vard, Sir Henry Capel, 

Mr* Powle, ^Ir. Russel, Mr, Ilauibdcn, and Mr. Bobcawen. 

horfe, ^ 
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JO OK horfc, Zuylcftciit of the robes, and Schoinherg of 
tlie ordnance : the Trealnry, Admiralty, and Cliaiv- 
cety were put in commiffipn; twelve able judgc.q 
were chofen* ; and the diocel'e of Saliihury being 
%'acated by the death of Dr. Ward, the King, of 
his own free motion, filled it with Burnet, who had 
been a xealous ftickler for his interefi ; and, in a 
particular manner, inllrumental in efil-ding the Re- 
volution. Bancroft, Archbifliop of Canterbury, 
refufed to confecrate this ecclefialiic, though the 
reafons of his refufal are not fpecified •, but, being 
afraid of incurring the penalties of a premunire, he 
granted a commiffion to the Bilhop of London, and 
three other fuffragans, to perform that ceremony. 
Burnet was a prelate of fome parts, and great induf- 
try ; moderate in his notions' of church-difeipline, 
inquifitive, meddling, vain, and credulous. In 
confcqucncc of having incurred the difplealure of the 
late King, he had retired to the continenr, and fixed 
his relidenco in Holland, where he was naturalizod, 
and attached himl'clf to the intcrell of the Prince of 
Orange, who confulted him about the adairs of 
England. He aflified in drawing u]> the Prince’.') 
mauifefto, and wrote fomc other papers and pam- 
phlets in defence of his defign. lie was tlcmandcd 
of the States, by the Englllh Anibafiador, as a 
Britifli fugitive, outlawed by King James, and 
excepted in the ad of indemnity : neverthcleis, he 
came over with William, in quality of his chaplain 5 
and, by his intrigues, contributed in fome meafure 
to the fuccefs of that expedition. The principal 
individuals that compofed this miniftry have been 
charadlerifed in the hiftoiy of the preceding reigns. 
We have had occalion to mention the fine talents, 


* Sir John Hoh was* appointed Lord Chief Justice of the King’s 
Bench, and Sir Henry Follexfeo of the Common Pleas 5 the Earl 
of Devonshire was made Lord Steward of the Ilouscliold, and the 
n £arl of Dorset Lord Chamberlain.— llalplu . ^ 


the 
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the vivacity, the flexibility of Halifax; the plaufi-CIIA 

bility, the etuerprifing genius, the obflinacy of, 

Danby ; the pompous eloquence, the warmth, and 
oflentation of Nottingham; the probity and popu- 
larity of Shrewfbury. Godolphin, now brought into 
the^ treafury, was mocleft, lilcnt, fagacious, and 
upright. Mordaunc, appointed firft cominiffioner 
of that board, and afterwards created Earl of Mon- 
mouth, was open, generous, and a republican in 
his principles. Delamere, chancellor of the exche- 
quer, promoted in the fequel to the rank of Earl of 
Warrington, was clofe and mercenary. Obfequi- 
oufnefs, fidelity, and attachment to bis Mafter, 
cqmpofed the charadler of Bentinck, w'hom the 
King raifed to the dignity of Earl of Portland. The 
Englifli favourite, Sidney, was a man of wit and 
pleafure, poflefied of the moffi engaging talents for 
converfiition and private friendfliip, but rendered 
unfit for public bufinefs by indolence and inatten- ' 
tion. Fie was ennobled, and afterwards created 
Earl of Romney ; a title which he enjoyed with feve- 
ral fucccflive pofts of profit and importance. The 
flream of honour and preferment ran flrong in fa- 
vour of the Whigs, and this appearance of partiality 
confirmed the fufpicion and reientment of the oppo* 
fite party. 

§ III. The firfi refolution taken in the new 
•council was to convert the Convention into a Par- 
liament, that the new fettlcraent might be ftrength- 
ened by a legal fandlion, which was now fuppofed 
to be wanting, as the afiembly had not been con- 
voked by the King’s writ of fummons. The expe- 
riment of a new eledlion was deemed too haxatd- 
ous ; therefore, the council determined that the 
King fiiould, by virtue of his own authority, change 
the Convention into a Parliament, by going to the 
Houfc of Peers with the ufual ftate bf a fovereigu, 
and pronouncing a fpeeeB, from the throne to both . 

* 'Houfes 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

O 0 K Hotifes. This expedient was accordingly pra61ifcd‘* 
j adlircd tlicin he Ihould never take any Hep that 
would (Ijminifh the good opinion they had conceived 

of 


* Tills expedient was aUeiided with an unsurmouutahlc absurdity. 
If tlie uuyoriiy of the Convention could not grant a legal aanclidii 
to the cstablisImienL they had made, they could never iu\cstthe 
Prince of Orange wdlh a just right to ascend the throne; for they 
could not give what they had no right to bestow $ and if he ascended 
the tlironc without a just title, he could have no right to sanctify 
that assembly to which he owed his elevation. When the people are 
obliged, by tyranny, or other accideaus, to have recourse to the first 
principles of society^ namely, their own preservation, in electing a 
new sovereign, it will deserve consideration, whether that choice is 
to be clfectcd by the majority of a Parliatnent which has been dis- 
solved, indeed by any Parliament whatsoever, or by the body of the 
nation assembled in comuuinitics, corporations, by tribes, or cen- 
turies, to signify their assent or dissent with respect to the person 
proposed as their sovereign. This kind of election might be at- 
tended with great inconvenience and dillicnlty, hut these cannot 
pobsihly be avoided when the constitution is dissolved by setting aside 
the lineal succession to il^e throne. The oonsutulion of liugUinA Is 
founded on a ParlianieiU consisting of King, Lords, and (ohnnons; 
but when thon^ is no longer a King, the parliament is defeetivu, 
and the couslitutiou impaired j the members of the. lj<iwcv House 
are the rep rescut at ives of I lie people, expressly chosen to maintain 
the eonstilutiou in church and stale, and sworn to support the rights 
of the erown, us well as the llherties of the nation; hut though 
they are elerted to maintain, they have no power to alter the ounsti*- 
tiitiou. When the King forfeits tlui ullegi^tmie of Ins subjeets, and 
it becomes necessary to dethrone, him, the power of so doing cannot 

J jossihly reside in the reprcHenliuives who arc chosen, under certain 
Iniluitiona, for the purposes of a legislature which no longer exists ; 
their power is of course at an end, and they are rtduced to a level 
with other individuals that constitute the comnmuity. The right 
of altering the constitution, therefore, or of deviating from the csta- 
bUshwl praclinc of inheritaucc in regard to the succession of the 
crown, IS inherent in the body of the people, mid every individual 
has an equal riglit to his share in the general deterniinalion, whether 
his opinion be signified viva voev^ or by a representative whom he 
appoints and instructs for that purpose, It may be suggested, that 
the Prince of Orange was raised to the throne without, any convul- 
sion, or any such dilFicuIties and inconveniencies as we have allinncd 
to be the necessary consequences of a measure of that nature. To 
this remark we answer, tlrat since the llevohuvon, tliesc kingdoms 
have been divided and' harassed by violent and- implacable factions, 
that eagerly seek the destruction of each other i tltat they have been 
exposed to plots, •conspiracies, insurvcciions, civil wars, and suc- 
cessive rebellions, whicii have nqj; been defeated and quelled witli- 
'Out vast effusion of blood, Infinite mischief, calamity, and expencp 
jtho nation j that they are still subjected to *011 those alarms and 
^ dangers 
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of Ins integrity. He told them that flollancl was in Cfl A P 
llich a lituation as required their immcdiaie atten- ^ 
tion .and .affillancej that the podure of affitirs at 
home likewife demanded their ferious confi deration ; 
that a good fettleinent was nccellary, not only for 
the eftabliihment of domellick peace, hut alfo for 
the fupport of the proteftant intereft abroad t that 
the affairs of Ireland were too critically lituated to 
admit the lead delay in their deliberations: he, 
therefore, begged they would be fpeedy and effee* 
tual in concerting fuch meafuves as Ihoukl be judged 
indifpenfably neceflary for the welfare of the nation. 

The Commons returning to their Houfe, immedi- 
ately pafled a vote of thanks to his Majedy, and 
made an order that his fpecch fltould be taken into 
conlideration. After the throne had been declared 
vacant by a fmall majority of tlie peers, thofe who 
oppofed that meafure had graduaWy withdrawn them- 
lelves from the Houfe, fo that very few remained 
but fuch as were devoted to the new monarch. 

Thefc, therefore, brought in a bill for preventing 
all dilputes concerning tlie prefent rarliamcnt. In 
the mean time, Mr. Hambden in rhe lower Houfe 
put the queflion, Whether a King elcded by. the 

clangers which are engenclete<l by a dispute^] iitlc to Iho throne, and 
the cHVirts gf an lU'tful pretender 5 that they are neccasarUy wedded to 
the affairs of the continent, and tlieir interest sacriffeed to foreign 
connexions, fTont which they can never be disengaged. Perhaps all 
these calainUies might have ’been prevented hy the interposition of 
the Prince of Orange, ' King James, yidthout forfeiting the ctcrivn* 
might liavc been laid under such restrictions that it would not have 
been In his power to tyrannize over his subjects ciUier ip spirituals or 
temporals, llie power of the militia might have been vested in the hio 
Houses of Parliament, as well aa the nomination of persons to fill 
ihc great oirK^.'S of the church and state, and superin fiend the economy 
of the administrolionj in the application of the publick money; a li«v* 
might have pnsaccl ibi* annual parliaments, and the King might- have 
been deprived of his power to convoke, adjourn, proroguCi and dtJ>- 
solve them at his pleasure. Had measures , been taken, the 

King mhat have been absolutely disabled from employing either force 
or corruption in the prosecution of arbitrary tlesignS, \\m ihc'peoplfc . 
must have been fairly representt^ in a Total ion of parluuuents, 

•whoso pov^’er and inl\jicncc would have been but of one yf^axy du- 
yatioix. 

Lords 
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Lords Spiritual and 'I’emporal, and the Commons 
allembled at Weilminfter, coming to and confulting 
with the fuid Lords and Commons, did not make 
as complete a Parliament, and legiflative power and 
authority, as if the faid King lliould caufe new elec- 
tions to be made by writ ? Many members affirm- 
ed that the King’s writ was as needVary as his pre- 
fence to the being of a legal parliament, and, as the 
Convention w'as clefed^ivc in this particular, it could 
not be vefted with a parliamentary authority by any 
management whatfoever. The Whigs replied, That 
the eflence of a Parliament confifted in the meeting 
and co-operation of the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons ; and that it was not material whether they 
were convoked by writ or by letter : they proved 
this aflertion by examples deduced from the Hiftory 
of England : they oblcrvcd, that a new eledion 
would be attended with great trouble, expence, and 
lols of time 5 and that fuch delay might prove fatal 
to the proicftant intereft in Ireland, as well as to the 
allies on the continent. In the midft of this debate, 
the bill was brought down from the Lords, and be- 
ing read, a committee was appointed to make fomc 
amendments. Thcfe were no fooner made than the 
Commons fent it back to the upper lloufc, and it 
immediately received the royal auent. By this ad 
the Lords .and Commons, afiembled at Wedminfter, 
were dechared the two Houles of Parliament to all 
intents and purpofes : it likewife ord.ained, Th.at the 
prefent adl, and all other ads to which the royal 
aflent fliould be given before the next prorogation, 
ffiould be underflood and adjudged in law to begin 
on the thirteenth day of February : That the mem- 
bers, inflead of the old oaths of allegiance and fupre- 
macy, fhould take the new oath incorporated in 
this ad, under the ancient penalty ; and, That the 
prefent Parliament ffiould be diflblved in the ufual 
manner. ' Immediately aTter this tranfadion, a warm 
debate arofe in the Houfe of Commons about the 

revenueji 
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revenue, which the courtiers alledged had devolved CHAP, 
with the crown upon William, at lead, during the ^ 
life of James ; for which term the greater part of it 
had been granted. The members in the oppofition 
affirmed, that thefe grants were vacated with the 
throne ; and at length it was voted, That the revenue 
had expired. Then a motion was made, That 
revenue fltould be fettled on the King and Queen ; 
and the Houfe refolved it fltould be taken into con- 
fideration. While they deliberated on this alFair, 
they received a meflage from his Majedy, import- 
ing, that the late King had fet fail from Bred with 
an armament to invade Ireland. They forthwith 
refolved to affift his Majedy with their lives and for- 
tunes : they voted a temporary aid of four hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds, to be levied by monthly 
afledments ; and both Houfes waited on the King 
to fignify this refolution. But this unanimity did 
not take place till feveral Lords fpiritual as well as 
temporal had, rather than take the oaths, abfented 
ihcmfelvcs from Parliament. The nonjuring pre- 
lates were Sancroft, Archbifliop of Canterbury, 
Turner, Bithop of Ely, Lake, of Chicheder, Ken, 
of Bath and Wells, White, of Peterborough, Lloyd, 
of Norwich, Thomas, of Worceder, and Framp- 
ton, of Gloucedcr. The temporal peers who re- 
fufed the oath, were the Duke of Newcadle, the 
Earls of Clarendon, Litchfield, Exeter, yarmouth, 
and Stafford; the Lords Griffin and Stawell, Five of 
the Bifliops withdrew themfelves from the Houfe at 
one time 5 but, before they retired, one of the number 
moved for a bill of toleration, and another of com- 
prehenfion, by which moderate diffenters might be 
reconciled to the church, and admitted into eccle- 
-daiUcal benefices. Such bills were adlually prepared - 
and prefented by the Earl of Nottingham, who re- 
ceived the thanks of the Houfe for thft pains he had 
taken.' From this period^ the party averfe to the 
government of 'William were diftinguifhed by the 

appellatiox> 
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Bo n K :Tppc;ll;U'i(»ii of Nnnjurors. 'I’hey rqjccSted the notion 

i, ol' :i Kio'f tie. as well as all oilier dilUiidliona 

loi'.it. liinitiitions ; aiul declared fur the abfolute power, 
and divine hercdiuirj' indefeafible right of fovereigns. 

IV, ^riiis faction had already begun to prablife 
againft the new povernment. The King having 
received Ibmc iniiiuation of their deligns from 
intercepted letters, ordered the Earl of Arran, 
Sir Robert Hamilton, and fome otlier gentlemen 
of the Scortilh nation, to be apprehended and 
lent prifoners to the Tower. Tlien he Inforinecl 
the two Iloufes of the Rep he had taken, and 
even craved their advice with regard to his condudl 
in fuch a delicate aflair, which had compelled him 
to trefpafs upon tl\c law of England. The Lords 
thanked him for the care he took of their liberties, 
and deiired he would fecure all ditlurbcrs of the 
yieace; hut the Commons empowered Uim by a 
bill to difpenfe witli the Habeas-Corpus-ai'-l till the 
feventcenth day of April next enfuing. This was a 
Arctcli of conlidcncc in the crown which had not 
been made in i’avour of the late King, even while 
Argyll and MonmoulU were in open rebellion. A 
fpirir of difconteiit liad by this time dilHifctl itfelf 
through the army, and become fo Ibrnhdablc to the 
' court," that the King relblvcd to retain the Dutch 
troops in iilngland, aiul fentl over to I lolland in their 
room fuch regiments as were moll, tinb.lured with 
difatledlion. Of iliofe the Scottilh regiment of 
Dumbarton, commanded by Marcfchal Schomberg, 
mutinied on its march to Tpfwich, feized the military 
chell, difarmed the officers who oppoled their de- 
lign, declared for King James, and with four pieces 
of cannon began their march for Scotland, William, 
being informed of this revolt, ordered General Ginc> 
kel to piirfue them with three regiments of Dutch 
dragoons, anc4 the mutineers furrendered at difere- 
tion. As' the delinquent? were natives of Scotland, 
which had not yet fubmitted in form to the new go- 
vernment. 
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vcrnmcnt, the King did not think proper to punilh c 11 Ai>, 
them as rebels, but ordered them to proceed for Hoi- ^ 
land, according to his tirtl iiucntioo. Though this lOoijr 
attempt proved abortive, it nrade a iirong imprcf- 
fion upon the miniftry, who were di'. ided among 
thcmfelves, and wavered in their principles. How- 
ever, they ufed this opportunity to briiig in a bill for 
punifliing mutiny and defcrtion, which in a little lime 
paffecl both Houfes, and received (he royal alibnt. 

^ V. The coronation- oath being altered and ex- 
plained, that ceremony was performed on the eleventh 
day of April, the Bilhop of London officiating, at 
the King’s defire, in the room of the Metropolitan, 
who was a malcontent; and next day the Commons, 
in a body, waited on the King and Queen at White- 
hall, with an addrefs of congratulation. William, 
with a view to conciliate the afiedlion of his new 
fubjedls, and check, the progvefs of clamour and dif- , 
content, fignified in a Iblemn meflage to the Houle 
of Commons, his rcadinefs to acquiefee in any mca- 
fiire they Ihould think proper to take for a new regu- 
lation or total fupprdlion of the lieartlMtionc 3 r, 
which he umlcrftood was a grievous impofition on 
the fubjec^ds; and this tax was afterwards aboliflieci. 

He was gnuifved with an addrefs of thanks, coudicd , 


* The new form of the coroiialioii-oath conaiHtcd hi the following 
<jiiesh()jis and answers* ‘‘ Will you solemnly promise and swear to 

govern the people of this kingdom of Englantl, and the dominion# 
tlicreto belonging, according to the statutes in purlinnient sigrccd 
on, and the laws and customs of the same ?” 

. * I solemnly promise so to do/ 

Will you to your power, cause law and justice in mercy to be 
executed in all youv judgments • I will/ — ** Will you, to the 
** utmost of your power, maintain the laws of God, tlie true pvofes- 
sion of the Gospel, and the Protestant reformed religion as bylaw 
** established? and will you preserve unto the bishops and clergy of 
** this realm, and to the cliurchos committed to their charge, aU such 
rights and privileges as by law, do, or shall appertain unto ihem 
or any of them 

* All this I promise to do/ ' ^ . * 

Then tl^e King or Queen; laying his or her hand upon the Gos- 
pels, shall say, The things which I have hero before prmpiacd ' I 
will perforin and keep: - So help me God/’ ' ' v- 

in 
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jiEooicin the warmed: expreffions of duly, gratitude, and 
, ^ iiHv6r)on, declaring they would take fuch meafurea 

in llipportof his crown, as would convince the world 
that he reigned in the hearts of his people. 

§ VI. He had, in his anfwer to their former ad- 
drei's, afllircd them of his coaflant regard to the 
' rights and pvofperity of the nation : he had explained 
the exhauiled Hate of the Dutch ; cxpatiateil upon 
the zeal of that Republick for the interells of Bri- 
tain, as well as the maintenance of the Protcllant 
religion; and exprdled his hope that the Englifh 
Parliament would not only repay the fums they had 
expended in his expedition, but likewife further fup- 
port them to the utmoft of their ability againft the 
common enemies of their liberties and religion. He 
had obferved that a confiderable army and fleet would 
be neceflary for the rediuflion of Ireland, and the 
protediion of Britain ; and he defircd they would 
I’c'ttle the revenue in fuch a manner, that it might 
be collejfted without difficulty and difpute. Tlic fum 
total of the money expended by the States- General 
in William’s expcclition amounted to Icvcn millions 
of guildci's, and the Commons granted lix hundred 
thoufand pounds for the difeharge of this debt, in- 
curred for the prefervation of their rights anti reli- 
gion. They voted funds for railing and maintaining 
an army of two-ancl-twcnty thoufand men, as well as 
for equipping a numerous licet ; but, they provided 
for no more than half a year’s fublillence of the 
troops, hoping the redudfion of Ireland might be 
finillied in that term ; and this inllance of frugality 
the King conlidered as a mark of their dllhdence of 
his adminidration. The Whigs wore relblved to 
fupply him gradually, that he might be the more 
dependent upon their zeal and attachment: but lie 
was not at all pleafed with their precaution. 

^ VH. William was naturally bialfed to Calvinifm, 
and averfe to perfecutidh. Whatever promiles he 
had made, and whatever fentimeflts of refpedl he 
4 had 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 


15 

had entertained for the Church of England, he feemed c IT A P. 
iww in a great mcafure alienated from it, by the op- l- 
polition he had met with from its members, parti- ''7(5^7^ 
cularly iVom the Bilhops, who had thwarted his mea- 
liires. By ablcnting themlclves from Parliament, 
and refilling the oath, they had plainly difowned his 
title, and renounced his government. He therefore 
refolved to mortify the church, and gratify his owm 
friends at the fiirae time, by removing the obflacles. 
affixed to nonconformity, that all Proteflant Dif-. 
lenters fttould be rendered capable of enjoying and 
exercifing civil employments. When he gave his 
affent to the bill for fufpending the Habeas-Corpus- 
a<5f, he recommended the eftablifliment of a new 
oath in lieu of thofe of allegiance and fupreniacy : 
he exprefled his hope that they would leave room 
for the admiffion of all his Proteflant fubje£ts who 
fhould be found qualified for the fcrvice; he faid, 
fuch a conjunction would unite them the more firmly 
among themfeives, and ftrengthen them againil their 
common adverfiiries. In confequence of this hint, 
a claufe was iniorted in the bill for abrogating the 
old and appointing the new oaths, by which the 
facram'ental tefl was declared unneceliary in render- 
ing any perfon capable of enjoying any office or em- 
ployment. It was, however, rejected by a great 
majority in the Houle of Lords. Another claul’e for 
the fame purpole, though in clifterent terms, was 
propofed by the King’s diredtion, and met with the 
lame fate, though in both cafes feveral noblemen 
entered a proteft againfl the refolution of the Houfe. 
Thefe fruitlefs efforts, in favour of difienters, aug- 
mented the prejudice of the churchmen againfl King 
William, vi^no would have willingly compromifed the 
difference, by excufing the clergy from the oaths, 
provided the dilfenters might be exempted from the 
fiicramental tefl ; but this was deemed the chief bul- 
walk of the church, and therefore the propofal was 
reje(5led, The church-party in the Houfe of Lords , 

moved, 
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1.1JO OK moved, that inltcad of infcrting a claul'c, obliging 
the clergy to take the oaths, the King Ihoukl Ijc cm- 
liia^ powered to tentlevthem •, and, in calc of theirrefu- 
lal, they Ihoulil incur the penalty, becaufe depriva- 
tion, or the apprelicnfions of it, might make them 
tlclperate, and excite them to form ilciigns againft 
the government. I'his argument had no weight 
with the Commons, who thought it was indil’penl’ably 
iiecellary to cxa6\ the oaths of the clergy, as their 
example influenced the kingdom in general, and the 
youth of the nation were formed under their inlfruc- 
tions. After a long and warm debate, all the miti- 
gation that could be obtained, was a claufe empower- 
ing the King to indulge any twelve clergymen, de- 
prived by virtue of this adl, with a third part of 
their benefices during pleafure. Thus the ancient 
oaths of allegiance and fnpremacy were abrogated t 
the declaration of non-rcfiflance in the adl of uni- 
formity was repealed; the new oatli of allegiance 
was reduced to its primitive fimplicity, and the co- 
ronation-oath rendered more explicit. The clergy 
wore enjoined to take the now oaths before the firft 
day of Auj;pill, on pain of being ful|>endcd from 
their ollkc for lix months, and of intire deprivation, 
in cafe they fliould not take them before the expira- 
tion of this term. They generally complied, though 
with fuch refervations and clilUndlions as were not 
much for the honour of their llnccrify, , 

§Vin. Idle King, though bafllcd in his dcfigii 
againfl the facramcntal tell, rcfolved to indulge the 
difienters with a toleration ; and a bill for this pur- 
pofe being prepared by tbe Earl of Nottingham, was, 
after fome debate, palled into a law, under the title 
of An A6l for exempting their Majel’Hes’ Proteftant 
fubjedls dillenting' from the church of England from 
the penalties of certain laws, Jt enafled, That none 
of the penai laws Ihould be conftrued to extend to 
thofe dillenters who flf&uld take the oaths to the 
prefent government, and iubfcrilsc the declaration 
7 of 
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of tbetWnieth year of tbe reign of Charles II. pro-cHAf 
vided that they iliould hold no private alfemblles or I- 1 
conventicles with the doors Ihut; That nothing 
fhoukl be conftraed to exempt them from the pay- ' 
meat of tithes, or other parochial duties ; That, in 
cafe of being chofen into the office of conflable, 
church-warrlcn, overfeer, &c. and of ferupling to 
take the oaths annexed to fuch offices, they fliould 
be allowed to execute the employment by deputy ; 

That the preachers and teachers in congregations of 
diflenting Proteftants, who fliould take the oaths, 
fubferibe the declaration, together with all the ar- 
ticles of religion, except the thirty-fourth and the 
two fucceeding articles, and part of the twentieth, 
fhould be exempted from the penalties decreed 
againft nonconformifts, as well as from ferving upon 
juries, or adling in pariffi-offices ; yet all juflices of 
die peace were empowered to require fuch difienters 
to fubferibe the declaration, and take the oaths ; and, 
in cafe of refufal, to commit them to prifon, with- 
out bail or mainprize. The fame indulgence was 
extended to Anabaptifls, and even to Quakers, on 
their folcmn promife, before God, to be faithful to 
the King and Queen, and their aflenting by pro- 
feffion and ailcveration to thofe articles which the 
others ratified upon oath : they were likewife re- 
quired to profefs their belief in the Trinity and the 
Holy Scriptures. Even the Paplfts felt the benign 
influence of William’s moderation in fpiiitual mat- 
ters : he rcjeAed the propofal of fome zealots, who 
exhorted him to enadl fevere laws againft Popiflt re- 
CLifants. Such a meafure, he obferved, would ali- 
enate all the Papifts of Europe from the interefts of 
England, and might produce a new Catholic league, 
which would render the war a religious quarrel : be- 
lides, he would not pretend to fereen the Proteflants 
of Germany and Hungarv, while he’himfelf fhould 
perfecute the Catholics eft England. He therefore 
refolved to treat*thein with lenity ; and though they<^ 
VOL. I, C were 
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OK were not coniprchcnrlc(l In the a^l’, they enjoyed the 
, benei'ir ot'rlio toleration. 

§ IX. VVe have ohl'ervcd, that, in caiirot[ucnce 
of the motion made by the hilltops when they with- 
drew from rarliament, a bill was brought info the 
IJonfe of J.ords for uniting their Majefiies’ protollant 
]tib)e(.'''ls. 'This was extremely agreeable to the King, 
who had the fehcine ol’ cotnprehen/ion very much 
at heart. In the piogrefs of flic bill a warm dehatg 
arofe about the poliiirc of kneeling at the facrament, 
which was given up in favour of the Dihenters. 
Another, no-lcfs violent, enfued upon the fubfequent 
queftion, “ Whether there flioulcl be an addition of 
“ laity in the commilHon to be given by the King 
“ to the bilhops and others of the clergy, for pre- 
paring Inch a reformation of ecclefialtical affairs 
“ as might be the means of healing divilions, and 
“ correbling whatever might be erroneous or defec- 
“ live in the connitution.” A great numh(;r of the 
temporal lords inlilleil warmly on this adtlition, and 
when it war. re’itOied, four [teers entered a formal pro- 
rc'lh, Bhliop Huiiiet wait a warm (lickler for the ex- 
f'luliftn of llio laity; and, in all probability, inani- 
feflod this warmth in hopes of ingratiating himlelf 
with his brethren, among whom his cliaratilcr was 
very far from being popular. Jhic the merit of this 
facrilicc was dellroyetl by the arguments he had ufed 
for difpenling with the pollure of kneeling at the llt- 
crainent; and hy his propoling in another provilb of 
the bill, that the fubferibers, inflcad of exprefling, 
allent or confent, ihoukl only fubmitj with a jiromifo 
of conformity, 

^ X, The hill was with clifliculiy paffed in the 
Iloul'e of Lords; but the Commons treated it with 
negle£t. By this time, a great number of malcon- 
tent members, who had retired from Parliament, 
were returneil, 'with a view to thwart the adminilira- 
tion, though they could rfbt -prevent the fettlemcnt. 
Inllead of proceeding with the bill; they prefented 

.an 
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an :ul(lrcls Ni tlie Kinp;, tlianking him fur liis grn,-CI!.A 
clous dcclaiMtion, tinil icpcatal adununx'S, that 
would niainiain the Churcli of England as by law 10% 
cliablitlied ; a church whole dudlvine and pnu^'Uce 
had eviiuxul its loyahy beyond all conrradi('hon. 

They likewiie liiimbiy bclought his Majelly to ill'ue 
wilts (or calling a convocation of the clergy} to be 
conliilicd in eccleriaftical matters, according to the 
ancient ulitge of Parliaments ; and they declared 
they wouUl forthwith take into confideration proper 
methods for giving cafe to proteftant didenters. 
Though the King was clUpleafed at this addrefs, in 
which the Lords alfo had concurred, he returned a 
civil anfwer, by the mouth, of the Earl of Notting- 
ham, profcliing his regard for the church of Eng- 
land, which (hottld alwa5fs be his peculiar care, re- 
commending the Diflenters to their protefilion, and 
prumiling lu himmon a Convocation as foon a,s fuch 
a mcafure (lumld be convenient. This inellage pro- 
duced no cll’ciH in favour of the bill, which lay neg- 
JeAlixi on the table, 'riuifc who moved for it, liad 
no other view than that of difiilaying their modera- 
tion ,* and now they excited their friends to oppofe it 
with all tlidr huerc'd. Others were afraid of elpouf- 
ing it, kll they (hould be lligmatized as enemies to 
the Church ; and a great luiiiiber of the moll emi- 
nent prelbytcrians were averfe to a fclieme of com- 
prohenlion, which diminilhed their llrength, and 
weakened tlic importance of the party. Being, there- 
fore, violcnily oppofed on one hand, and but faintly 
fujjported on the other, no wonder it mifearried. 

The King, however, was fo bent upon the execution, 
of his dcfign, that it was next fcffion revived in an- 
other form, though with no better llicccfs. 

^ Xl. The next objedl that engrofled the atten- 
tion of the Parliament, was the fettl^^nient of a re- 
venue for the fupport of thft Government, Hitherto 
there had been no dillindtion of what, was allotted for 
the King’s ulc, and what was alEgned for the feivice 
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)OKof the publick; fo that the Sovereign was entirely 
^ mafler of the whole fupply. As the revenue in the 
late reigns had been often embezzled and mifiipplicd, 
it was notv rofolved that a certain fuin fliould be let 
apart for the maintenance of the King’s houfehoUl, 
and the fupport of his dignity ; and that the roll of 
the publick money lliould be employed under the 
infpedion of Parliament. Accordingly, fince this 
period, the Commons have appropriated the yearly 
fupplies to certain fpccified fervices ; and an account 
of the application has been conflantly fubinitted to 
both Houfes, at the next feffion. At this jundture, 
the prevailing party, or the Whigs, determined that 
the revenue fliould be granted from year to year, or 
at leafl. for a fmall term of years ; that the King 
might find himfelf dependent upon the Parliament, 
and merit the renewal of the grant by a ju(l and po- 
pular admin iftration. In purluance of this maxim, 
when the revenue fell under coniidcration, they, on 
pretence of charges and anticipations which they Iiad 
not lime to examine, granted it by a provilional a<!it 
for one year only. 'I’he civil lill was fettled at fix 
hundred thoufand pounds, chargeable with the ap- 
pointments of the ^ucen J!)owager, the Prince and 
Princefs of Denmark, the Judges, and Marcfchal 
Schomberg, to whom the Parliament had already 
granted one hundred thoufand pounds, in conficlcr- 
ation of his important fervices to the nation. The 
Commons alfo voted, that a conflanr, revenue of 
twelve hundred thoufand pounds lliould be cllabliih- 
ed for the fupport of the crown in time of peace. 

§ XII. The King took mubrage at thel’e reftraints 
laid upon the application of the publick money, 
which were the mofl falutary fruits of the Revolu- 
tion, He confidered them as marks of diffidence, 
by which he ryas diflinguiflied from his predeceflbrs; 
and thought them an ungrateful return for the fer- 
vices he had clone the nation. The^Tories perceived 
his difguft, and did .not fail to foment his jealoufy 

againfl 
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agaiiill their adverfaries, which was confirmed byacHA 
frclh effort of the Whigs, in relation to a militia. *■ 
A bill was brought into the Houle, for regulating it 
in Inch a manner as would have rendered it in a great 
meafure independent both of the King and the lords- 
lieutenants of counties. Tliefe being generally peers, 
the bill was fuffered to lie negledlcd on the table: 
but the attempt confirmed the lufpidon of the King, 
who began to think himfelf in danger of being en- 
llaved by a republican party. The Tories had, by 
the channel of Nottingham, made proffers of fervice 
to his Majefty : but complained at the fame time, 
that as they were in danger of being profecuted for 
their lives and fortunes, they could not, without an 
adt of indemnity, exert themfelves in favour of the 
crown, left they ftiould incur a perfecution from their 
implacable enemies. 

§ XIII. Thefe remonflrances made fuch impref- 
fion on the King, that he lent a meflhge to the Houfe 
by Mr. Hambden, recommending a bill of indem- 
nity as the moft effedlual means for putting an end 
to all controverfiesj ciiftindlions, and occafions of 
difeord. He defired it might be prepared with all 
convenient expedition, and with lucli exceptions 
only as ftiould feem neceffiuy for the vindication of 
publick juftice, the fafety of him and his conforr, , 
and the fettlemcnt and welfare of the nation. An 
addrefs of thanks to. his Majefty was unanimoufty 
voted. Neverthelefs, his defign was fruftrated by 
the backwardnefs of the Whigs, who proceeded fo 
flowly on the bill, that it could not be brought to . 
maturity before the end of the feffion. They wanted 
to keep the fcourge over the heads of their enemies,^ 
until they fhould find a proper oppormnity for re- 
venge; and, in the mean time, reftrain them from 
oppofition, by the terror of impending vengeance. 
They affected to inftnuatc that the King’s dcftgn was 
to raife the prerogative as^high as it had been in the 
preceding reign?; and that he for this purpofe prefted 

a . an " 
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iw>K an of iinU'innity, by vivtno of wlncli lu' inlf>;liu 
L'' ' b'p.ally ulb I lie inlinimenrs of ihe late tyninnv. Tlic 

L'airls ol’ Moiimoutli and VV,iirinp,ion inilnllrioiilly 
infilled tlii'lo jealoulic's into the nuiuls oftlieir p.iity : 
on ilic olhor inind, the Eail oi’Nottiiie' am inilainul 
William’s dillrull of bis old friends; both lldoi fuc- 
cceded in kindling an animoliiy, ahicb bad like to 
have prodiii'cd cunlubon, notwitbihtndi'ig tbc oti- 
cleavoLirs uied by tlie Earls of flbiewflniry and Dc- 
vonlhiic to allay tbol’e beats, and remove ibo iufpi- 
cions that iiuttiially prevailed. 

§ XIV. It was now judged expedient to pals an 
adt for I'ettling the fuccellion of the crown, accord- 
ing to the former refolution of the Convention. (V 
bill for this purpofe was brought into tbc Lo'vi r I loulV, 
with a cUuil'c clilabling Papills from fucceeding to 
the throne; to this tlic Lords adilcd, “ t)r fuch as 
“ lliould marry Papills,” abfolving the fubjcdl in 
tbnt cafe from alleoian e. The Bilbnp of Salif- 
btiry, by the King’s dirci'dion, ])ropofeil that the 
Priiiri’f, Sophia, Duibels ol’ Ilatiover, and her p'of- 
lerity, fhotild bi' nominated in ibo fu'd of litcodlion, 
as the next proudbmt heirs, failing. Hluo of the .King, 
and Anne prined's of Denmark. 'Pbefe amend- 
nienis gaveril'e to warm debates in tbc Lower Houle, 
where .they w.cre .vigoroiilly ojtpofed, nor otily by 
.tliole who wilbed well in I'ecroi to tbc laic King and 
the lineal fuecdlion; but likevvife by the republican 
])art')', who hopctl to fee monarc’by alrogctber cx- 
tiiignillu’d in England, by the death of the three 
p"rlonii already named in the bill offucceflion. The 
I.' sals infilled upon tbeiv amendments, tuid I'cveral 
fruit Ids conferences were . liekl between the two 
Houles. , At length the bilbwas clropt for tbc prefent, 
in confccipence of an event which, in a great rnealure 
dilEpattddbe fears of a popii'b fuccelibr. This was 
the , deli V;:rv of tlje Princefs. Anne, who,,' on the 
ttK.OliiLy'fetienth: day qf Jaly, brought forth a fon, 
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dirilU’ticd by t!io name of William, and arrc'nvarcls C n a 
createil Duke of OJlloiu'dlei'. T. 

^ XV, In the raidd ol' thefe domcdick difputcs, 
William did not iicgltaM ihc affairs of the continent, 
lie retauieil all his former inllucnce in TTolland, as 
Ids countrymen had rea(i)n to conlifle in his repeated 
aliiirances of inviolable alledlion. The great feheme 
which he liacl projetHotl of a confederacy agaiiill 
Franco, began at this period to take effed. The 
Princes of tlic empire, allemblcil in the diet, lolemn- 
ly exhorted the Emperor to declare war againtl the 
French King, who had committed numberlefs, in- 
fraflions of the treaties of Munller, Ofnabruck, 
Nimeguen, and thetruce *, invaded their country with- 
out provocation, and evinced himlclf an inveterate 
enemy of the holy Roman empire. They, there- 
fore, bcfouglit his Imperial Majelly to conclude a 
treaty of peace with the I'urks, who had offered 
advantageous terms, and proceed to an open rupture 
with .Louis: iu which calc, they would confider it as 
a war of the empire, and {up])firt their head in the 
moll eUciMual manner. The States-Gencral inib- 
lifhcd a declaration agniull llie common enemy, 
taxing him with manifold infradions of the treaty of 
commerce; with having involved the luhjeds of the 
llepublick in the perlccution which he had raihid 
againll: tjic Protcllants ; with having cajoled and in- 
fulted them with deceit! ul promifes and infolcnt 
threats; with having plundered and oppreffed the 
■Dutch incrchants and traders in France ; ■ and, 
finally, with having declared war againft the States, 
without any plauhble reafon affigned, The Eledor 
of Branclcnburgh denounced war againll France, as a 
, power whofe perfidy, cruelty and ambhion, it was 
the duty of every Prince to oppofe.^ The Marquis 
de Caftanaga, governor of the Spanilh JNetherl'andsi 
illued a counter, declaration to that of* Louis,' who 
had declared againll his lUaHer. He acciifed the 
French King of having laid walle the empire, with-. 
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I'.ODKout anj'’ regard to the obligations of religion and 
humanity, or even to the laws of war ; of having 
countenanced the mod barbarous at'.ls of cruelty and 
opproHion ; and of having intrigucil with the ene- 
mies of Chrifi for the deftriu^bon of the empire. 
'J'he I'imperor negociated an alliance oU'enlivc and 
defenlive with the Siaies-Gencral, binding the con- 
traifting parlies to co-operate with their whole power 
againd France and her allies. It was flipulatcd, that 
neither fide flioukl engage in a feparate treaty, on 
any pretence whatfoever; that no peace fltould be 
admitted, until the treaties of WcAphalia, Ofna- 
bruck, Munfter, and the Pyrenees, flioukl have 
been vindicated : that, in cafe of a negociation for a 
peace or truce, the tranfaAions on both fides fltould 
oe communicated bom fdc : and that Spam and 
England flioukl be invited to accede to tlie treaty. 
In a feparate article, the contracliling powers agreed, 
that in cafe of the Spanifh King’s dying without 
idlie, the States-Gcncral flioukl affifi tlic Emperor 
with all their forces to take pofTcfiion of that mo- 
narchy ; I'hat they fliimld life their friendly endea- 
vours with ilic Ihinccs Ulcdlom, their allies, towards 
elevating his fon jofeph to the dignity of King of 
the Romans ; and employ their utmod force againfl 
Ib’anct*, (houlcl Ihc attempt to oppofe his elevation. 

§ XVI. William, who was tlie foul of this con- 
federacy, found no didkulty in perfuading the Eng- 
lifh to undertake a war againd their old enemies and 
rivals. On the lixtcenth day of April, Mr. llanib- 
den made a motion for taking into conlideratlon the 
flate of the kingdom with refpedl: to France, and 
foreign alliances ; and the Commons unauimoufly 
refolvcd, that, in cafe his Majefty flioukl think fit 
to engage in a war with France, they would, in a 
parliamentary way, enable him to carry it on with 
vigour. Amaddrefs was immediately drawn up, and 
prefented to the King, defiring he would fsrioufl) 
confidcr the dellrudtive methods taken of late yean 
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by the French King againft the trade, quiet, and in- C If A P. 
tereft of the nation, particularly bis prefent iiivafion , , 

of Ireland, and lupporting the rebels in that king- 
tlcm. They did not doubt but the alliances already 
made, and thole that might hereafter be concluded 
by his Majedy, would be lufficient to reduce the 
French King to fuch a condition, that it fliould not 
be in his power to violate the peace of Chriltendom ; 
nor prejudice the trade and profperity of England; 
in the mean time they .aflhred his Majefty he might 
depend upon the affiftaiice of his Parliament, accord- 
ing to the vote which had palled in the Houfe of 
Commons. This was a welcome addrefs to King 
William. He allured them, that no part of the fup- 
plies which they might grant for the profecution of 
the war Ihould be mifapplied ; and, on the feventh 
day of May, he declared war againfl: the French 
Monarch. On this occafion, Louis was charged 
with having ambitioully invaded the territories of the 
Emperor, and denounced war againft the allies of 
England, in violation of the treaties confirmed under 
the guarantee of the Englilli crown; with having 
encroached upon the filhery of Newfoundland, in- 
vaded the Cavibbee iflands, taken forcible pofleflion 
of New-York and Hudfon’s-bay, made depreda- 
tions on the Englifh at fea, prohibited the importa- 
tion of Englilh manufadtures, difputcd the right 
of the flag, perfecuted many Englilh fubjedls on 
account of religion, contrary to exprefs treaties and 
the law of nations, and fent an armament to Ireland, 
in fupport of the rebels of that kingdom, 

§ XVII. Having thus deferibed the progrefs of 
the Revolution in England, we fhall now briefly 
explain the meafures that were profecuted in Seot- 
•3and, ' towards the eftablifhment of William on the 
throne of that kingdom. The meeting of the Sebt- 
'' tifh Convention was fixed for the fourteenth day of 
March ; and both partiest:mployed alitbeir- intereft 
tp influence thcVcledion of members. The Duke 

of . 
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o o K of ITivmilttm, iiiid :ill the VivlhytoviMns, declarcfl 
^ for W'illiam. U'lic Duke of (ioRioii tnaintaiiieil llu* 

Kit’ll <;a(lli.: of likliubui'gh for his old mailer; hut, as lie 
had iiopjeaHoal to lay iu a. fiore of |irovi(ious, ho ilo- 
})eudcd entirely upon the citizens for fublillence. 
’I'he partiliiiiii of James were headed by the harl of 
Balcarras, and Graham Vifeount Diuuleo, who em- 
ployed their endeavours to pri'ferve union among 
the individuals of their party ; to confirm the Duke 
of Gordon, who began to waver in his attachment to 
their Sovereign; and to manage their inirigucs in 
Inch a manner as to derive fome advantage to dieir 
canfe from the tranfat-lions of the enfuing ioflion. 
When the Imrds and Commons aflemblcrl at Kdin- 
burgh, the'Bifhop of that diocefe, who ollitiated 
as cha[)lain to the convention, prayed for the rello- 
r.uion of King James. I'lic lirll difpiite turned 
uj)on the choice of a prefldcnt. The friends of the 
late King let up the Martinis of Athol in oppolition 
to the Duke ol’ irarnilloii; but this lali was eleiMed 
by a conliderable iTiaji,)rity ; and a good mnnberof 
till.' nlhet party, fiiuling their catile the weakrfl, dc- 
feried it: trom that tuoiuent. 'The Karls of botliian 
aiul Tweedalc wove lent as deputies, to require the 
])uko of Gordon, in the name of the JCllates, to quit 
.tho caltlc in four-aiul-twentv luuirs,' and leave the 
charge of it tii the yirotellant olllccv next in coin- 
maiul. The Duke, though in himlolf irrefohite, 
was animated by Dundee to dt'iiiand lucli conditions 
as the Convention would not grant. The negocia- 
tion proving ineircdliifil, the States ordered the 
heralds, iu all their formaliries, to fuminon liini to 
furrender the cattle immediately, on pain of incur- 
ring the peiudtics of • high tre,ilbn; and ho refilling 
,to o.bey their niandavo, was proclaimed a traitor. 
All -perfons' were forbid, under the fam’e penalties, 
to aid, fviccoyr, or correfpond with him ; and the 
■cattle was bloCkcfd pp witk the troops of the city. 

XVIIL 
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^ XyiTT. Next (lay an exiircfi? arrived from Lon- CIT VP^ 
don, with a loner from Kinp, William to the I'lllaics ; ^ 

and, af the l'am(; lime, anodiL-r fronv jainos was pro- 
Icniod by fuai Cirane, an Englilli (lom(;fiick of the 
aliclicalod (Aioen. William obferved, that, lie had 
called a meeting of their jMlircs at the deflro of the 
nobility and gentry of Scotland aliemhled at London, 
who refuelled that he would take upon himfclf rluj 
admmitlration of their affairs. He exhorted thi'm 
to concert meafures fur fettling the peace of the 
kingdom upon a folid I'ounriation ; and to lay alide 
animolities and fae'ilions, which ferved only to im- 
pede that falutary fcttlement. He profelied himfelf 
•fenfible of the good elfedts that would arife from an 
union of the two kingdoms; and afllivod tl,tem he 
would ufe his heft endeavours to promote Inch a co- 
alition A committee being appointed to draw up a 
rcfpedtful anfwer to thefe aflimmces, a debate en- 
fticd about the letter from the late King Jamc.s. 

'’J’'his they refolvcd t(j favour with a leading, after the 
members I'houkl liave fublcnbed an declaring, 
that notwithlhinding any thing ihai might be con- 
tained in the letter for difiiilving the Convention, or 
impeding their procedure, they were a free and law- 
ful meeting of the States; and would coiutnue undif- 
folyed, until they Ihould have fettled and fecured the 
Prot(fe(lant religion, the, go'vemment, Jaws,' and li- 
berties of 'the kingdom. Having taken this precau- 
tion, they proceeded to examine the letter of the late 
Sovereign, who conjured them to fupport his in- 
terefl as faithful fuhjetSls, and eternize their names by 
a loyalty fiiitablc to their former profcfltons. He 
faid. he would not fail to give them fuch fpeedy and 
powerful alTiftance as would enable them to defend 
thetnfelvcft from any foreign attempt ; and 'even - to 
aflfert'.his right againft thofe- enemies who, had de^* ■ 
pTefled-.it by the b’ackefl: ufurpations agd unnatural 
•attempts, which the AlmigHty God would not allow 

to 
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JB o 0 K to pafs unpunilTicd. He offered pardon to all thofc 

) who fliould return to their duty before the laft day 

168^ of the month ; and threatened to punith rigoroufly 
fuch as (hould Hand out in rebellion againfl; him and 
his authority. 

§ XIX. This addrefs produced very little cffedl 
in favour of the unfortunate exile, whofc friends were 
greatly out-numbered in this affembly. His meffen- 
ger was ordered into cuftody, and afterwards dif- 
mifled with a pafs inllead of an anfwer. James, 
forefeeing this contempt, had, by an inllrument 
dated in Ireland, authorifed the Archbifliop of Glaf- 
gow, the Earl of Balcarras, and the Vifeount Dun- 
dee, to call a convention of the Eftates at Stirling. 
Thcfe three depended on the intereft of the Marquis 
of Athol and the Earl of Mar, who profeffed the 
warmed aftedion for the late King ; and they hoped 
a feceflion of their friends would embarrafs the Con- 
vention, fo as to retard the fettlement of King Wil- 
liam. Their expe<^!l:ations, however, were difap- 
jminted. Athol deferred their caufe ; and Mar fuf- 
fered himfelf to be intercepted in his retreat. The 
reft of their party were, by the vigilance of the Duke 
of Hamilton, prevented from leaving the Conven- 
tion, except the Vifeount Dundee, who retreated to 
the mountains with about fifty horfe, and was pur- 
fued by order of the Eftates. This defign being 
fruftrated, the Convention approved and recognifed, 
-by a folemn atft, the condud of the nobility, and 
gentlemen who had intreated the King of England 
to take upon him the adminiftration. They acknow- 
ledged tneir obligation to the Prince of Orange, 
who had prevented the deftrudlion of their laws, re- 
ligion, and fundamental conftitution j they befought 
his Highnefs to affume the reigns of government for 
that kingdom : they iflued a proclamation, requir- 
ing all perfpns, from fixteen to fixty, to be in readi- 
hefs to take arms when^allcd upon for that purpofe: 
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they conferred the command of their horfe-militia CH ap. 
upon Sir Patrick Hume, who was formerly attainted , 
for having been concerned in Argyle’s infurredion ; 
they levied eight liundrcd men for a guard to the 
city of Edinburgh, and conliituted the Earl of Leven 
their commander ; they put the militia all over the 
kingdom into the hands of thofc on whom they could 
rely ; they created the Earl of Mar gewernor of 
Stirling-caftle : they received a reinforcement of 
five regiments from England, under the command 
of Mackay, whom they appointed their general 5 
and they iflued orders for fecuring all difafleded per- 
fons. Then they difpatched Lord Rofs, with an 
anfwer to King William’s letter, profefling their gra- 
titude to their deliverer, and congratulating him 
upon his fuccefs. They thanked him for afluming 
the adminiftration of their affairs, and affembling a 
convention of their EHates. They declared they 
would take cfledual and fpeedy meafurcs for fecu- 
ring the Proteflant religion, as well as for eflablifhing 
the government, laws, and liberties of the kingdom. 

They allured him they would, as much as lay in 
their power, avoid difputes and animofitles ; and 
(Icfired the continttance of his Majefly’s care and 
protedion. 

^ XX. After the departure of Lord Rofs, they 
appointed a committee, con/iding of eight Lords, 
eight Knights, and as many Biirgelles, to prepare 
tlie plan of a new fettlement : but this refolution was 
not taken without a vigorous oppolition from fome 
remaining adherents of the late King, headed by the 
Archbifhop of Glafgow ; all the other prelates, ex- 
cept he of Edinburgh, having already deferted the 
Convention. After warm debates, the committee 
agreed in the following vote : “ The Eftates of the 
“ kingdom of Scotland find and declare. That 
” King James VII. being a profeft Papift, did af- 
“ fume the royal power, and adt as a King? with- 
“ out ever taking'* the' oath required ^ 1 law ; and 
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luul, by the ailvioc n[' evil .ami wicked counfollors, 

“ iu\;ulc(l tlio funclanu-nfal c()nliinitioiU)l’ this kinp,- 
“ dom, and altcrcil it from a lcp,al ^">^1 limited mo- 
“ nai'L-liy to an arbitrary clefporick power, ami h.id 
“ governed the fame to the; Inbvcrtion of the Protert- 
“ ant religion, ami violation cd'the laws and liberties 
“ of the nation, inverting all the ends uf government; 

“ whereby he luul forlaultetl the right of the crown, 

“ and tile throne was become vacant." A\'hen this 
vote was nportoil, the bilbop of Edinburgh aiguecl 
ftremioiilly againfl it, as containing a charge uf which 
the King was innocent ; and he propoled that his 
Majelly lliould he invited to return to his Scottilh 
dominions. All hi.s arguments were defeated or 
over-ruled, and the lioufe contlrmed the vote, 
■which was immediately enabled into a law by a great 
majority. The Lord Prelident declared the throne 
■vacant, and propoled \\iat. it niigiit bn liiivti with 
William and Mary, King and Englaiul. 

I'he cuinniittee was ordered tfi prejiare an aCt for 
foltling the crown upon their Alajefiies, together 
with an inllrument of government lin* I'ectiring the 
fubjoeis I'rum the grievances under whicli tlicy la- 
boured. 

,X.XI, On the cleventli d.ty of April, this tu'd:, 
with ilic comJition.s of inhoritanoe, and the inflrii- 
incnf, were reported, conlidcrccl, unaniinouOy a])- 
prnved, and folernnly proclaimed at the niarkcf- 
crofs of Edinburgh, in prefence of the Lord Preh- 
dent, nllillcd by the Lord Provofl and magiliracy of 
the city, tlieDukeof Quienlberry, the Marquiilcs 
of Athol and Dougkas, tcigether with a great num- 
ber of tliG nobility and gentry. .'\t the fame time 
they publUiicd another proclaniation, forbidding all 
pcri’ons to acknowledge, obey, alTiit, or correfpond 
with the laic* King James ; or, by word, writing, or 
• iermon, to tliljmte or difown tlie royal 'authority of 
King William and Quee'n Mary ; or to mifconlirtie 
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the uroeoeilinj’s ol the Mll:ue>?, or ercatc jcaloufies or c: It A l> 
niUhpitrc hfiiliotis with rejii.inl to the tianf.ielions ot\ ^ 
the j;o\crnnu'in, on pain of incurring tlie molt levcro "ulfitir* 
pon.ilties. 'I'licn, liatiiift; I'enlcd the coronation- 
oath, tliev gninied a comiiiilHon to the liarl of vAr- 
gjlc for tlie Lords, to Sir James Montgomery for 
the Knights, and to Sir John Dalrymplc for the 13o- 
ronghs, tnipowcring them to repair to London, and 
invell their M.ijcfiies with the gmernment. This 
alKiir being dil'culied, the Convention appointed a 
committee to take care of the piibhck. peace, and 
adjourned to the twenty firll day oi' May. On the 
clcvcntli clay of tliat month, the Scottilh commii- 
fioners being introduced to their Majeiiies at White- 
hall, , prcfciited lird a prtparalory letter from the 
Eflates, then the indrnrnent of government, with a 
jiaper containing a recital of the grievances of the 
nation ; and an adilrefs, do tiring lus Majetly to con- 
vert the Convention into a Parliament. 'Jlic King 
having gracioiifl}' promifod to concur with them in 
all jiil1 meal'ures for the interell of the kingdom, the 
conmation-oath was tendered to their Alajeliics by 
the Karl of Argyle. As it contained a claule, im- 
pcji’ting, that tlic'y thoiild root out lierefy, the King 
dccliuctl, that lie did not mean by thefe words, that 
he thoukl be under an oblig.ition to adl as a jicrfccu- 
tor; the commiilioners replying, that fucli was not 
the meaning or imjjort of tlio oath, hedehred them, 
and others prefeut, to bear witnefs to the exception 
ho had made. 

XXII. In the mean time, Lord Dundee ex- 
erted himfelf with tincommon activity in behalf of 
his mailer. lie had been fummoned by a trumper 
to return to tlie Convention, refufed to obey the 
citation, on pretence that the Whigs had made an 
attempt upon his life ; and that the deliberations of 
the Eftates were influenced by the neighbourhood of 
Englilh troops, under the command of Mackay. 

He was forthwith declared a fugitive, outlaw, and 
0 rebel. 
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BOO K rebel. He was rancorouily hated by the Prcrtiyte- 
rians, on whom he' hail ex.crcifed fome cruelties, as 
an officer under the forniier government t and for this 
rcafon the States refolved to inflii'l upon him exem- 
plar jr punilhment. Parties were detached in purluit 
of him and Balcarras. This hill fell into their hands, 
and was committed to a common prilbn ; but Dun- 
dee fought his way through the troops that furrou tided 
him, and efcaped to the Highlands, where he 
determined to take arms in favour of James, though 
that Prince had forbid him to make any attempt of' 
this nature, until he fliould receive a reinforcement 
from Ireland. While this officer was employed in , 
alfembling the clans of his party, King William ap- 
pointed the Duke of Hamilton commiffioner to the 
Convention Parliament. The poll of Secretary for 
Scotland was bellowed upon Lord Melvil, a weak 
and fervile nobleman, wfio had taken refuge in Hol- 
land from the violence of the late reigns ; but the 
King depended chiefly for advice upon Dalrymple 
Lord Stair, Prelklcnt of the College of Jullice, an 
old crafty fanatick, who for fifty years had complied 
in all things with all governments. Though thefe 
were rigid Prclhytcrians, the King, to hutiiour the 
oppofite partj^, admitted Ibme individuals of the 
epilcopal nobility to the Council-lknu’d 5 and this'“ 
intermixture, inllead of allaying animolities, ferved 
only to low the feeds of clifcortl and confufion. The 
Scottilh Convention, in their detail of grievances, 
enumerated the Lords of the articles ; the adl of Par- 
liament in the reign of Charles II, by which the 
King’s fnpremacy was railed fo high that he could 
preferibe any mode of religion according to his plea- 
ibre ; and the luperiority of any office in the church 
above tliat of Prelbyters. The King, in his inllruc- 
tions to the Lord Commiffioner, confented to the re- ; 
gulation of'the Lords of the articlesj though he would 
not allow the inftitution to be abrogated;- he was 
contented that the a£l relating t& the King’s fupre- 
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tnacy fliould be refeinded, and that the church-goCH AP, 
vernment fliould be cllabliflied in fuch a manner as ^ ^ 

would be moll agreeable to the inclinations of the 
people. 

^ XXIII. On the feventeenth day of June, Duke 
Hamilton opened the Scottifli Parliament, after the 
Convention had affumed this name, in confequence 
of an aft pafled by his Majefty’s direftion ; but the 
members in general were extremely chagrined when 
they found the commiffioners fo much reflrifted in 
the affair of the Lords of the articles, which they con- 
lidered as their chief grievance*. The King per- 
mitted that the eftates fhould choofe the Lords by 
their own fuffrages ; and that they fhould be at liberty 
to re-conlider any fubjeft which the faid Lords 
might rejeft. He afterwards indulged the three 
eflatcs with the choice of eleven delegates each, for 
this committee, to be elefted monthly, or oftener, 
if they fliould think tit : but even ihefc conccllions 
proved unfatisfiiftory, while the inflitution itfelf re- 
mained. Their dilcniitcms were not even appeafed 
by the jiafllng of an aft, abolifliing prelacy, indeed 
their rcletitmcnt was inliamcd by another confidora- 
tion i namely, that of the King’s having given feats 
in the council to forae individuals attached to the 
hierarchy. They manifefled their fentiments on this 
fubjeft by bringing in a bill, excluding from any pub- 
lick trufl, place, or employment under their Majellies, 
all fuch as had been concerned in the encroachments 
of the late reign, or had difeovered difaflbftion to 


* The Lords of the articles, by the giadual usurpation of the* 
crown, actnally consllttitccl a grievance inioleiable in a free ualion. 
The King empowered the cominibbioiier to chase eight Eishops, whom 
he authorised to nominate eight noblemen : theise togetlier those 
borons, and eight burgesses 5 and ilua whole number, in couimction 
with the olUccrs of state as supernumeraries, constituted the Lords of 
the articles. This commitlee possosacd the sole cjylusive right aud 
liberty of bringing in niotions, niaki}j^ oveitures for redressing wWngs, 
'and proposing means aiul expedients fot the'* relief and benefit of 
tlie subjects, Proceedwf^s of tne Scois Pa? Ihmmt 
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■ROOK the laic happy change, or in any way rctardcil or ob- 
, I" , (Irutilcd ihe dellgii!: of the Convention. '^I'his mea- 
^vire was profeented with great warmth ; and the bill 
palled through all the forms of the Houle, but proved 
inel}ci‘'lual, for want of the royal allent. 

^ XXIV. Nor were they lefs ohlhnaie in the aflair 
of the judges, whom the King had ventured to ap- 
point by virtue of hisrfnvn prerogative. The malcon- 
tents brought in a bill declaring the bench vacant, as it 
was at the refloration ; aflerting their own right to 
examine and approve thofe who Ihould be appointed 
to fill it; providing, that if in time to come any fucli 
total vacancy fiioukl occur, the nomination Ihould 
be in the King or Queen, or Regent for the time 
being, and the Parliament retain the right of appro- 
bation ; and that all the claufes in the feveral a(3s re- 
lating to the admillion of the ordinary Lords of Sef- 
fion, and their qualifications for that office, ffiould 
be ratified and confirmed for pcipctual obfervation. 
Such was the intcrefi of this party, that the bill was 
carried by a great majority, notwithfianding the op- 
pofition of the tninillers, who refolved to maintain 
the King’s nomination, even in defianec of a parlia- 
mcniary rcfoluiion. 'I'lie majority, exal’peratcd at this 
open violation of their privileges, forhad the judges 
whom the King had appointed to open their corn- 
millions, or hold tt Seffion until his Majclly’s further 
pleafurc fliouUl be known ; on ilic other hand, they 
were compelled to a<^ by tlu' menaces of ihe^privy- 
council. ’J'he difputc was carried on witli great 
acrimony on both lidcs, and produced fuch a fer- 
ment, that before the Seffion opened, the miniliry 
thought proper to draw a great number of forces 
intotlie neighbourhood of Edinburgh, lofupportthe 
Judges in the exercife of their functions. 

^ XXV. The Lord Commifiioncr, alarmed at 
this feene of tumult and confufion, adjourned the 
Iloufe till the eighth diCy of O<flober ; a Rep which, 
added to the other unpopular mcsfurcs of the court, 

incenfed 
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incenfed the oppofitlon to a violent degree, They CHAP, 
drew up a remonllrance to the King, complaining 
of this adjournment while the nation was yet unfet- 
tied, recapitulating the feveral inflances in which 
they had exprcfled their zeal and afleflion for his 
MajefLy } explaining iheir reafons for dihenting from 
the miniftry in fonie articles ; befeeching him to con- 
lider what they had rcprefenied, to give his royal af- 
fent to the a<fts of Parliament which they had pre- 
pared, and take meafures for redrefhng all the other 
grievances of the nation. This addrefs was prefented 
to the King at Hampton-court. William was fo 
touched with the teproaches it implied, as if he had 
not fulfilled the conditions on which he accepted the 
crown of Scotland, that he, in his own vindication, 
pnblifhed his infirudlions to the commiffioner ; and 
by thefe it appeared, that the Duke might have pro- 
ceeded to greater lengths in obliging his country- 
men. Before the adjournment, however, the Parlia- 
ment had granted the revenue for life ; and raifed 
money for maintaining a body of forces, as well as 
for fupporting the incidental expcncc of the govern- 
ment for foine months ; yet part of the troops in 
that kingdom were lupplied and fubfified by the ad- 
minifiration of England. Jn confequence of thefe 
clifputes in the Scoitifli Parliament, their church was 
left without any fettled form of government; for, 
though the hierarchy was aboliflied, the Prefbyterian 
difeipUne was not yet eflablifhed, and ecclcfiaftical 
affairs were occafionally regulated by the privy- 
council, deriving its authority from that very of 
fupremacy, which, according to the claim of rights, 
ought to have been repealed. 

§ XXVI. The felRon was no fooner adjourned 
than Sir John Lanier converted the blockade of 
Edinburgh-caftle into a regular fiege, which vvas pro- 
fecuted with fuch vigour, t^at in a little time thje 
fortifications were ruined, and the works advanced 
at the foot of the v^alls, in which the befiegers had 

n 'j. made 
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i»ooK made feveral large breaches, the Duke of Gordon, 

^ , finding hiaammunition expended, his defences dell roy- 

ed, bis intelligence entirely cut ofl', and dcfjsairing 
of relief from the adherenta of his matter, defired 
to capitulate, and obtained very favourable terms 
for his garrifon ; but he would not fiipulatc any con- 
ditions for himtelf, declaring, that ho luul fo much 
refpctH for all the princes defeended from King James 
VI. that he would not afiront any of them lb fiir as 
to infill, upon terms for his own particular : he there- 
fore, on the thirteenth day of J une, furrendered the 
caftle and himfelf at diferction. All the hopes of 
James and his party were now concentred in the 
Vifeount Dundee, who had airembled a body of 
Highlanders, and refolved to attack Mackay, on an 
afllirance lie had received by mellage, that the regi- 
ment of Scottlfii dragoons would deleft their officer, 
and join him in the atmon, Mackay, having received 
intimation of this defign, decamped immediately, 
and by long marclics retired before Dundee, until 
he was reinforced by Kaml’ey’s dragoons, and an- 
other regiment of Englilh iulaniry ; then he faced 
about, and Dundee in liis turn retreated into IjOcIi- 
abar, T.ord Murray, Ion of tlic JVlartj^uis of Athol, 
afiembled his vafials to the number of twelve hun- 
dred men Ibr the Icrvtce of the regency; but he was 
betrayed by one of his own dejicndcnts, who leifed 
the callle of Blair for Dundee, and prevailed upon 
the Athol men to difperfe, rather than fight againll 
James their lawful Sovereign, 

§ XXVII. The Vifeount was by this time reduced 
to great difficulty and difirels. His men bad not for 
many weeks tailed bread or fait,, or any drink but 
, water ; inlle!|toT,4ive hundred infantry, three hun- 
dred borfe, with a lupply of arms, ammunition, and 
provilion, which James had promifed to fend from 
, Ireland, her received a reinforcement of three hun- 
. dred naked recruits ; laut the tranfports with the.- 
llores fell into the hands of the^Engliffi. Though 
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this was a mortifying dlfappointmcnt, he bore it with- c 
out repining ; and, far from abandoning himfelf to 
defpair, began his marcii to the catUc of Blair, which 
was threatened with a liege by General Mackay. 
When he reached this fortrcls, he received intelli- 
gence that the enemy had entered the pafs of Killy- 
cranlde, and he refolved to give them battle without 
delay. He accordingly advanced againfl them, and 
a furious engagement enlued, though it was not of 
long duration. 'J'he Highlanders having received 
and returned the fire of the Englilh, fell in among 
them fword in hand with fuch impetuofity, that the 
foot were utterly broke in feven minutes. The dra- 
goons fled at the firll charge in the utmoft confter- 
nation : Dundee’s horfe, not exceeding one hundred, 
broke through Mackay’s own regiment: the Earl 
of Dumbarton, at the head of a few volunteers, made 
himfelf mafter of the artillery ; twelve hundred of 
Mackay’s forces were killed on the fpot, five hun- 
dred taken prifoners, and the roll fled with great 
precipitation for Ibme hours, until they were rallied 
by their General, who was an officer of approved 
courage, condiu'il, and experience. Nothing could 
be more complete or decifive than the vidlory which 
the Highlanders obtained ; yet it was dearly pur- 
chafed with the death of their beloved chieftain the 
Vifeount Dundee, who fell by a random-lhot in the 
engagement, and his fate produced fuch confufion in 
his army as prevented all purfuit. He polfcflcd an 
enterprifing fpirit, undaunted courage, inviolable 
fidelity, and was peculiarly qualified to command 
the people who fought under his banner. He was 
the life and foul of that caufe which he efpoufed, and 
after his death it daily declined into ruin and difgrace. 
He was fucceeded in command by Colonel Cannon, 
who landed the reinforcement from Ireland ; but 
all his defigns niifcarried ; that the tlans, wearied 
with repeated misfortunes, laid down their arms by 
degrees, and tooV the benefit of a pardon, which 
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n 0 0 R King William offered to thofe who (Itould fubmit, 
^ ^ within the time fpccilied in his proclamation. 

§ XXVIII, After this Hcetch of Sconilh affairs, 
it will be neceffary to take a retrofpc6live view of 
James, and relate the particulars of his expedition 
to Ireland. That unfortunate Prince and his Queen 
were received with the mod cordial hofpirality by 
the lAcnch Monarch, who afligned the callle of St. 


Germain for the, place of their reddence, fupported 
their houfeholcl with great magnificence, enriched 
them with prefents, and undertook to re-eftabliffi 
them on the throne of England. James, however, 


conduiffed himfelf in fuch a manner as conveyed no 


favourable idea of his fpirit and unclerflanding. I-Ie 
feems to have been emafculated by religion : he was 
deferred by that courage and magnanimity for 
which his youth bad been difiinguiffied. He did 
not difeover great fenfibility at the lofs of his King- 
dom. All his faculties were fwallowed up in bigotry, 
Inffead of contriving plans for retrieving his 
crown, he held conferences with the jefuits on to- 


picks of religion, I'he pity which his misfortunes 
excited in Louis was mingled with contempt, Tlic 
Pope fupi)licd him with indulgences, while the Ro- 
mans laughed at him in pafquinades j “There is a 
“ pious man ( fait! the Archbilhop of Rheims, ironi- 
cally,) who has lacrificed three crowns for a mafs.” 
In a word, be fubjeiled himfelf to the ridicule and 
raillery of the French nation. 


§ XXIV. All the hope of re-afeending the Britifli 
throne depended upon his friends in Scotland and 
Ireland. Tyrconnel, who commanded in this laff . 
kingdom, was confirmed in his attachment to James, 
by the perfuafions of Hamilton, who had undertaken 
for his fubmifRon to the Prince of Orange. Isfever- 
thelefs, he difguifed his fentiments, and temporized 
with William*, until Janies fhould be able to fupply 
him with reinforcements from France, which he 
earneftly folicited by private meffa^es, In the mean 

time 
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time witli a view to cajole the Proteflants of Ireland, c ir a p, 
and amufe King; William with hope ofhh fubmiffion, l- 
he peifuacled tlie Lord Mountjoy, in whom the 
Proteflants chiefly confided, and Baron llice, to go 
in perfon with a commiffion to James, reprefenting 
the neceflity of yielding to the times, and of waiting 
a fitter opportunity to make ufe of his Irifh fuhjedls. 
Mountjoy, on liis arrival at Paris, infieacl of being 
favoured with an audience by James, to explain the 
reafons which Tyrconnel had fuggefled touching the 
inability of Ireland to reilorc his Majefly, was com- 
mitted prifoner to the BaflUe, on account of the zeal 
with which he had efpoufed the Proteftant intereft. 
Although Louis was fincerely difpofed to aliifi James 
effedlually, his intentions were obflrudled by the dif- 
putes of his miniftry. Louvois poflefled the chief 
credit in council; but, Seignelai enjoyed a greater 
■fliare of perfonal favour, both with the King and 
Madame de Maintenon, the favourite concubine. 

To this nobleman, as fecrctary for marine affairs, 

James made his chief application ; and he had pro- 
mifed the command of the troops deflined for his 
fervice to Laulun, whom Louvois hated. For thefe 
reafons this minillcr thwarted his meafures, and re- 
tarded the aflUtance which Louis had promifed 
toward his refloration. 

§ XXX. Yet, notwithflanding all his oppofition, 
the fuccours were prepared, and the fleet ready to 
put to fea by the latter end of February. The French 
King is faid to have ofFcred an army of fifteen thou- 
fand natives of France to ferve in ibis expedition; 
but James replied, that he would fucceed by the 
help of bis own fubjeds, or perifh in the attempt. 
Accordingly, he contented himfelf with about twelve 
hundred Britifh fubjedls*, and a good number -of 

French 

* James in this expedition ivas ^tended by the?Duko of Berwick 
and by liU brother Mr. Fitsfjatnes^ grand prior, the Duke of Pown, 
the liarls of Dovei* jVIelfoit, Abercom, and Seaforths the Lords 
Ileniy and Thomas Howard, the Lords Drummond, Dungan, 

Trendranglit, 
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BOOK French ofTrcers, who were embarked in the fleet at 

t ^ Bred, confiding or fourteen Ihips of the line, leven 
frigfucs, three fire fiiips, with a good number of 
traiil'ports The French King allb lupplied him with 
a confidcrable quantity of arms for the ufe of his ad- 
herents in Ireland ; accommodated him with a large 
fum of monoyj fuperb equipages, fiure of plate, and 
neceflaries of all kinds for the camp and the hoiife- 
hold. At parting, he prelented hint with his own 
cuirafs, and embracing him afiedtionately, “ The 
“ beft thing I can wiih you ^faid he) is, that I may 
never fee you again.” On the feventh day of 
March, James embarked at Brefl-, together with the 
Count D’Avaiix, who accompanied him in quality 
of Ambafiador, and his jtrincipal officers. He was 
detained in the liarbour by contrary winds till the 
feventeenth day of the month, when he fet fail, and 
on the twenty-fcconcl landed at Kinfalc in Ireland. 
By thi.s titne, King William perceiving himfelf 
amufed by Tyrconncl, had jtublilhccl a declaration, 
requiring the Irifii to lay d<wn their arms, and fub- 
mit to the. new government. On the iwcnty-fecond 
day of February, thirty Ihips of war had been put 
in commiflion, and the command of them conferred 
upon Admiral Herbert j but the armament was re- 
tarded in fuch a manner by the difputes of the coun- 
cil, and the King’s attention to the aflairs of the con- 
tinent, that the Admiral was not in a condition, to 
fail till the beginning of A])ril, and then With part 
of bis fleet only. James was received with open arms 

Trpndraunht, Bnclian, Ilinisclon* and Britlns ; tlie Bishops of Ches- 
ter and Galway, the ku*. Lord Chief-Justiro Herbert 5 the Marquis 
D'Hs trade s M. de Rosenc, Mareachal de Camp ; Mamoc, Pusignah, 
find Lori, Lieuteumit-peherals 5 Prontee, Engineer general j the 
Marquis d’Abbevillc, Sir John Sparrow, Sir Roger Strict land, Sir 
William Joimings, Sir Plcnry Bond, Sir Charles Carney, ^ Sir Kilward 
Vaudrey, Sir (Uiarles Murray, Sir Robert Parker, Sir Alplionso 
Maiolo, Sir Samnal^ Foxori, and Sir William Wallia, by the cqIo- 
‘ Dels Porter, Sarafielcl, Authonyfand John Hamilton, Simon and 
Henry Luttvel, Ramsay, Dorrington, Sutherland, Clitfpnl, Parker, 
f^urcel. Cannon, and Fielding, with about' t’^o-and-iwenty other 
pflicers of inferior rank, 

nf- 
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at Kinfalc, and the whole count ly I’eeraed to be ate HAP, 
his devotion ; for, uhhou^h the Proicfiaiits in the I* 
Ntirth had declared for the new go-vernment, their 
llrengrh and number was deemed inconfidcrable 
when compared witli the power of Tyrconnel. This 
mijiider had dilarmcd all the other Protcllant fub- 
jedls in one day, and aflembled an array of thirty 
thoufand foot, and eight thoufand cavalry, for the 
fervicc of his maftcr. 

^XXXI. In the latter end of March, James 
made bis publick entry into Dublin, amidft the ac- 
clamations of the inhabitants, He was met at the 
caftle-gate by a proceUion of popiQt bilhops and 
priefls in their pontificals, bearing the hofi, which, 
he publickly adored. He difmiflqd from the coun- 
cil-board the Lord Granard, Judge Keating, and 
other Proteftants, who had exhorted Lord- Lieu- 
tenant to an accommodation with tse new govern- 
ment. In their room he admitted the French Am- 
baflador, the Bilhop of Chefler, Colonel Barrington, 
and, by degrees, the principal noblemen who ac- 
companied him in the expedition. On the fecond 
day after his arrival in Dublin, he ifrlied five procla- 
mations: the fil'd recalled all the fubjei£l.s of Ireland 
who had abandoned the kingdom, by a certain time, 
on pain of outlawry and confifeation, and requiring 
all perfons to join him agabfl the Prince of Orange, 

The fccond contained expreifions of acknowledge- 
ment to his Catholic fubjedls for their vigilance and 
fidelity, and an injundlion to fuch as were not adtually 
in his fervice, to retain and lay up their arms until 
it fhould be found neceflary to ufe them for his adr 
vantage. By the third he invited the fubjedls to 
fupply his army with provifrons ; and prohibited the 
foldiers to take any thing without payment. ^ By the 
fourth he raifed the value of the current coin j and 
in the fifth he fummoned a ParliamenS to meet on 
the feventh day of May It Dublin. Finally, he 
* created 
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B o o K created Tyrconncl a ]3uke, in confitlcration of his 
, ^ eminent I’erviccs. 

"S' XXXII. The adherents of James in England 
prciled iiiin lo fettle the aflairs of Ireland immedi- 
ately, and bring over Ins army either to the north of 
England, or the tveft of Scotland, where it might be 
joined by his party, and adf withovtt delay againft 
the nfvwper •, but his council dillliadcd Uivn from 
complying with their folicitations, until Ireland 
fhould be totally reduced to obedience. On the firft 
alarm of an intended mallacre, the Proteflants of 
Londonderry had fhut their gates againft the regi- 
ment commanded by the Earl of Antrim, and re- 
folved to defend themfclvcs againft the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. They tranfmitted this rcfolution to the go- 
vernment of England, together with an account of 
the danger they incurred by .fuch a vigorous meafure, 
and implored mamediaie affiftance. They were ac- 
cordingly fupplied with fonic arms and ammunition, 
but did not receive any confidcrable reinforcement 
till the mkUlie of April, when two regiments arrived 
in Loughfoyl, under the command of Cunninglinm, 
and Richards. liy this time. King James had taken 
Coleraine, inveltccl Killmorc, and was almoft in 
fight of Londonderry, George Walker, Rcdlor of 
IDonaghmorCj who liad ^ raifecl, a regiment for the 
defence of the Proteftants) conveyed this intelligence 
to, Lundy, tbe governor. This officer direAcd him 
to join Colonel Grafton, and take poll at the Long- 
caufey, which he maintained a whole night againft 
the advanced guard of the enemy ; until being over- 
powered by numbers, he retreated to Londonderry, 
and exhorted the governor to take the field, as the 
army of King James was not yet completely formed, 
Lundy allhubling a council of war, at which Cun- 
ningham and Richards affifted, they agreed, that at 
the place was not tenable, it would be imprudent 
- to land the two reglme'ifts; and that the principal 
officers fhould withdraw themfelv^s from London- 
a ■ '■ derry, 
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dorry, the inhabitsints of which would obtain the cm a P. 
more favourable capitulation in conlequencc of their ^ ^ 

retreat. An otllcor was immediately dcfpatched to 
King James, with propoliils of a negociation ; and 
Lieutcnani-CTcncral Hamilton agreed that the army 
fhould halt at the clidance of four miles from the 
town. Notwiihfianding this preliminary, James 
advanced at the head of his troops ; but met with 
fuch a warm reception from the befieged, that he 
was fain to retire to St. John’s Town in fome difor- 
der. The inhabitants and foldiers in garrifon at Lon- 
donderry were fo incenfed at the members of the 
council of war, who had rcfolved to abandon the 
place, that they threatened immediate vengeance. 
Cunningham and Ricliards retired to their fhips, and 
Lundy locked himfelf in his chamber. In vam did 
Walker and M.ijor Baker exhort him to maintain 
his government. Such was his cowardice or trea- 
chery, that he abfoluiely refufed to be concerned in 
the defence of the place, and he was fuftcred to 
efcape in difguife, wiih a load of match upon his 
back ; but he was afterwards apprehended in Scot- 
land, from whence he was fent to London to anfwer 
for his perddy or niilcondufl. 

^ XXXnr. After his retreat, the tOwns-men 
chofe Mr. Walker and Major Baker for their go- 
vernors, with joint authority ; but this office they 
would not undertake, until it had been ofiered to 
Colonel Cunningham, as the officer next in com- 
mand to Lundy. He rejc61ed the propofal, and 
with Richards returned to England, where they were 
immediately cafhiered. The two new governors, 
thus abandoned to their fate, began to prepare for a 
vigorous defence ; indeed their courage feems to 
have tranfeended the bounds of difcreiion, for the 
place was very ill fortified : their cannon, which did 
n,ot exceed twenty pieces, w^re wretchedly mounted 5 
they had not one engineer to diredt their operatioos ; 
they had a very fmall number of horfe ; tne garrifon 

confiftcd 
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ROOKconfjftecl of people unacquainted with military dif- 

cleflitute of provifions ; they wore 
beliegecl by a King in perfon, at the head of a for- 
rniclable army, cliredied by good oiKcers, and iiip- 
plied with all the neceflary implements for a lioge or 
battle. This town was invciled on the twentieth 
clay of April : the batteries wore loon opened, and 
fevcral attacks were made with groat impetuofity ; 
but the befiegers were alwa3'’s repulled with conlider- 
able lofs. The towns-men gained divers advantages 
in repeated lallies, and would have held their ene- 
mies in the utmoll contempt, had they not been 
afliicled with a contagious cliftemper, as w'cll as re- 
duced to extremity by want of provifion. They 
were even tantalized in their dillrels ; for they had 
the morification to fee Ibme fliips which had arrived 
with ftipplies from England, prevented from failing 
’up the river by the batteries the enemy had raifed on 
both rides, and a boom with which they had blocked 
Ttp the channel. At length, a re-inforcement arrived 
in the Lough, under the command of General Kirke, 
who had deferted his mafter, and been employed in 
the fervice of King William. He found means to 
convey intelligence to W'.alker, that he had troops 
and provifions on board for their relief, but found it 
impradlicable to fail up the river : he promiled, how- 
ever, that he would land a body of forces at the Inch, 
and endeavour to make a diverfion in their favour, 
when joined by the troops at Innilkilling, which 
amounted to five thoufand men, including two thou- 
fand cavalry. He faid he expedled fix thoufand 
men from England, where they were embarked 
before he fet fail. He exhorted them to perfevere in 
their courage and loyalty, and aflured them he would 
come to their relief at all hazards. Thefe ailurances 
enabled them to bear their miferies a little longer, 
though theif numbers d^ily diminiflied. Major Ba- 
ker dying, his place was filled with Colonel Michel- 
burn, wfho now adlcd as colleague Mr, Walker, 

^ yyyiv. 
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^ XXXIV. King James having returned to Dublin, C U a P. 
to \)c prefent at the Pdrliatncnt, the command of his 
army devolved to the French General Rofene, who 
was exafperated at fuch an obflinare oppofjiion by a 
handful of half-Ihirvcd mihtta. lie tlireatened to 
raze the town to its foundations, and deftroy the in- 
habitants, without dillindtion of age or fex, unlefs 
they would immediately fubmit themfelveb to their 
lawful fovereign. The governors treated his menaces 
with contempt, and pubhihed an order, that no per- 
fon, on pain of death, ftiould talk of furrendenng. 

They had now confumed the laft remains of their 
provifion, and fupporled life by eating the fleili of 
horfes, dogs, cats, rats, mice, tallow, ftarch, and 
failed hides, and even this loathfome food began to 
fail. Rofene, finding them deaf to all his propofals, 
threatened to wreak his vengeance on all the Pro- 
tellants of that country, and drive them under the 
walls of Londonderry, where they fiiould be fuffered 
to perilh by famine. The Billiop of Meath, being 
informed of this defign, complained to King James 
of the barbarous intention, entreating his Majelly to 
prevent its being put in execution. 'Chat Prince af- 
I’urccl him that he had already ordered Jlofene to defift 
from fuch proceeding. N cvcrthclefs, the French- 
man executed his threats with the utmoit rigour. 
Parties of dragoons were detached on this cruel fer- 
vice : after having lirippcd all the Protefiants for 
thirty miles round, they drove thefe unhappy people 
before them like cattle, without even fparing the en- 
feebled old men, nnrfcs with infants at their breafis, 
tender children, women jufi delivered, and fomo 
even in the pangs of labour. Above four thoufand 
of thefe milerabla objeifls were driven under the w-alls 
of Londonderry. This expedient, far from anfwer- 
ing the purpofe of Rofene, produced a quite contrary 
cfFedl. The befieged were fo exafperated at this aA 
of inhumanity, that they*refolved to perifli rather 
than fnbmit Aich a barbarian. They ereiiled a 

gibbet 
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BOOK gibbet ill figbt of the enemy, and lent a mcflagc to 

^ , the French general, importing, that they would 

hang all the prilbners they had taken during the liege, 
unlels the Proteflants whom they had driven under 
the walla (hould be immediately ditmilied. This 
threat produced a ncgociation, in conlccjuence of 
which the Proteflants were rcleafed, after they had 
been detained three days without tailing food. 
Some hundreds died of famine or fatigue ; and thofe 
who lived to return to their own habitations found 
them plundered and facked by the Papifls, lb that 
the greater number perilhed for want, or were mur- 
dered by the draggling parties of the enemy ; yet 
thefe very people had for the moft part obtained 
protedlions from King James, to which no relpedl 
was paid by his general. 

^ XXXV, The garrifon of Londonderry was 
now reduced from feven to live thoufand feven hun- 
dred men, and thefe were driven to fuch extremity 
of di'ftrel's, that they began to talk of killing the, 
popifli inhabitants, and feeding on their bodies. 
In this emergency, Kirkc, who had hitherto lain 
inablive, ordered two fliips laden , with provilions to 
fail up the river, tinder convoy of the Dartmouth 
frigate. One of them, called the Mountjoy, broke 
the enemy's boom ; and all the three, after having 
fuflained a very hot (ire from both lidcs of the river, 
arrived in lafety at the town, to the inexpreflible jew 
of the inhabitants. The army of James were lo 
difpirited by the luccefs of this enterjirife, that they 
abandoned the liege in the night, and retired with 
precipitation, after having loft about nine thoufand 
men before the place, Kirke no fooner took poflef- 
lion of the town, than Walker was prevailed upon 
to embark for England, with an addrefs of thtfnks 
from the inhabitans to their Majellies .lbr the fcafon- 
able' relief they had received. 

.§ XX.XVI. The Innifitilliners were no lefs re- 
markable than the people of Loirdqnderry for the 

valour 
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valour and pefovemnce with which they oppofed the cii ap. 

Papilis. They raifod twelve corapamci>, wdiich they , |- 

regimented under the command of CuRavus Ilamil- 
ton, whom they chofe ibr their governor. They 
proclaimed William, and hlary on the eleventh day 
of March ; and refolved in a general council to 
maintain their title againfl. all oppofition. The 
Lord Gilmojf invelled the caflle of Crom belonging 
to the Proteflants in the neighbourhood of Inniikillin, 
the inhabitants of which threw fuccours into the 
place, and compelled Gilmoy to retire to Belturbct, 

A detachment of the garrifon, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd, took and demolifticd 
the caflle of Aughor and they gamed the advan- 
tage in feveral Ikirmifhes with the enemy. On 
the day that preceded the relief of Londonderry, 
they defeated fix thoufand Irilh Papifls at a place 
called Newton-Butler, and took their commander 
Macarty, commonly called Lord Moncafhcl. 

§ XXXVII. The Irifli Parliament being af- 
femblcd at Dublin, according to the proclamation 
of King James, he, in a fpcech from the throne, 
thanked them for the zeal, courage, and loyalty 
they had manifellcd ; extolled the gencrofity of the 
French King, who had enabled him to vifit them 
in perfon ; infiRed upon executing his defign of 
eftablifhing liberty of confcicnce as a ftep equally 
agreeable to the didlates of humanity and diferetion, 
and promifed to concur with them in enadling fuch 
laws as would contribute to the peace, affluence, 
and fecurity of his fubjeiRs. Sir Richard Neagle, 
being chufen Speaker ot the Commons, moved for 
an atldrefs of thanks to his Majcfty, and that the 
Count D’Avaux Ihotild be defired to make their 
acknowledgements to the Moft Chriflian King, for 
the generous affiftance he had given to their 
Sovereign. Thefe addrefles being dra^yn up, with 
the concurrence of both H#ufes, a bill was brought 
in to recognize fhe King’s title, to exprefs their 
abhorrence of the ufurpation by the Prince of 

Or-'ino'f*, 
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BOOK Orange, as well as of the defcdJlion of the EngU(li» 

, Next day James publilhcd a declaration, complain- 

ing of the calumnies which his enemies hatl ipread 
to his prejudice; expatiating upon his own impar- 
tiality in preferring his protellant fubjeCls ; his cure 
in proteeiing them from their enemies, in redrelling 
their grievances, and in granting liberty of con- 
Icience ; pvomiting that he w'ould take no llcp hut 
with the approbation of Parliament ; ollering a free 
pardon to all perlbns who fliould defert his enemies,, 
and join with him in four-and-twenty days after his 
landing in Ireland, and charging all the blood that 
might be flied, upon thole who Ihould continue in 
rebellion. 

§ XXXVI ir. His condudl, however, very ill 
agreed with this declaration ; nor can it be excul'ed on 
any other fuppofition, but that, of his being governed, 
in Ibnie cafes againll his own inclination, by the. 
Count I)’A.vaux, and the IrWh Catholicks, on whom 
Ilia whole dependence was placed. As both houlbs 
were chiefly rilled with members of that perfuarion, 
we ought not to wonder at their bringing in a bill 
for repealing the abi of fbttlemcnt, by which the 
Proteftants of the kingdom had been focured in the 
poffelHon of their ciUues. Thelb were by this law 
clivefted of their lands, which reverted to the heirs 
of thofe Catholicks to whom they belonged before 
their rebellion. This iniquitous bill was framed in 
fuch a manner, that no regard w'a.s jtaid to fuch pro- 
teftant owners as had purchafed ellates for valuable 
conriderations : no allowance was made for improve- 
ments, nor any provifion for proteriant widows : the 
poffeflbr and tenants were not even allowed to re- 
move their flock and corn. , When the bill was fent 
up to the Lords, Dr. Doppiftg, Bifhop of Meath, 
oppofed it with equal courage and ability : and fin 
addrefs in bghalf of the purchafers under the a6l of 
fettlement was prefentedr to the King by the Earl of 
'Granard : but notwithflanding thefc reraojnflrances, 

it 
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it receiver! the royal alien t ; and the Proteflants ofc 
Ireland were moOly ruined. 

^ XXXIX. Yet, in order to complete their 
delirudion, an ac^i of attainder was palled againfl all 
Protellants, whether male or female, whether of 
high or low degree, who were abfent from the king- 
dom, as well as againfl all thole who retired into 
any part of the three kingdoms, who did not own 
the authority of King James, or correfponded w'ith 
, rebels, or were any ways aiding, abetting, or affill- 
ing to them from the lirll day of Augultin the pre- 
ceding year. The number of Protellants attainted by 
name in this adl amounted to about three ihoufand, 
including two Archbillioi'S, one Duke, feventeen 
Earls, feven Counteffes, as many Bifhops, eighteen 
Barons, three-and- thirty Baronets, one-and- fifty 
Knights, eighty-three Clergymen, who were declared 
traitors, and adjudged to luU’er the pains of death, 
and forfeiture. The individuals fuhjcv'led to this dread- 
ful proferiplion were even cut olFlrom nil hope of par- 
don, and all benefit of appeal : for, by a claulc in 
tlie ai'^l, the King’s pardon was deemed null, uiilefs 
enrolled before the firft day ol‘ December. A fub- 
fcqnent law was enabled, declaring Ireland inde- 
pendent of the Englifli parliament. This affein- 
bly palled another adl, granting twenty thou- 
fand pounds per annum, out of the forfeited cflates, 
to Tyrconnel, in acknowledgment of his fignal 
ferviccs : they' impofed a tax of twenty thonland 
pounds per month for the fervice of the king : 
the royal aflent was given to an adl for liberty of 
confciencc : they enadled that the tythes payable 
by Papifis fliould be delivered to priefls of that com- 
munion : the maintenance of the Protcltant clergy 
in cities and corporations was taken away : and all 
Diflenters were exempted from eculefi.aflical jurifdic- 
tioDS, So that the ellablilh^d Church ’R'as deprived 
of all power and prerogative ; notwithflanding the 
exprefs promife of James, who’ had declared, im- 
voL. I. ' E mediately 
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BB 0 0 K mecllately after his landing, that he would maintain 
v V V it' rights and privileges, 

, ^sg. § XL. Nor was the King lefs arlMtrary in the 
executive part of his government, if we fupjiole 
that he countenanced the grievous a<Sl:s of oppref- 
fion that were daily committed upon the Protcllant 
fubjedls of Ireland : hut the tyranny of his proceed- 
ings may be juftly imputed to the temper cjf his 
rniniflry, confiding of men abandoned to all fenfe of 
jufiice and humanity, who adled from the didlatcs 
of rapacity and revenge, inflamed with all the acri- 
mony of religious rancour. Soldiers were permit- 
ted to live arpon free quarter ; the people were rob- 
bed and plundered : licenfes and protecHions were 
abufed, in order tO' extort money from the trading 
part of the nation. The King^s old flores were ran- 
lacked ; the fiiops of tradefmen, and the kitchens 
t)f burghers, were pillaged to fiipply the mint with 
a quantity of brals, which was converted into cur- 
rent coin for his Majefiy’s occafrons : an arbitrary- 
value was let upon it, and all pcrf(')n.s were required 
and commanded to take it hi paymctit. under the 
fevercfl penalties, though the proportion between 
its intrinhek worth and currency was nearly as one 
to three hundred. A vafl: fum of this counterfeit 
coin was itlued in the courfe one year, and forced 
upon the Prtrtefiants in payment of merchandife, 
provifion and necefiaries, for the King’s fervice. 
James, nor' content with the fupply granted by Par- 
liament, impofed by his own authority a tax of 
twenty thou (and pounds per month on chattels, as 
the former was laid upon lands. This feems to have 
been a temporary expedient during the adjournment 
of the two Houfes, as the term of the aflefiment 
was limited to three months : it w'as,, however, 

- levied by virtue of a commiflion under the fcals : 

and feems « 0 ' have been a -ftretch of prerogative,. 
'■ the kfs excLifeable, as 'rrc might have obtained the 
mop^y in a 'pariiamenlary \va}'t Underftanding 

that 
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that the Protcflants had laid out all their brafs mo- CHAP, 
ncy, in purchaling great quantities of hides, tallow, 
wood, and corn, Tie adlimed the dcfpotick power of 
fixing the prices of tlicfe commodities, and then 
bought them for his own ufe. One may fee his 
miniflcrs were bent upon the utter deflrudlion of 
thofe unhappy people. 

§ XLl, All vacancies in publiclc fchools were 
fupplied with popifli teachers. The penfion allowed 
from the Exchequer to the univerfity of Dublin was 
cut off : the Vice-provoA, Fellows, and Scholars 
were expelled : their furniture, plate, and publiclc 
library, were feized, without the lead fibadow of 
pretence, and in diredl violation of a promife the 
King had made to preferve their privileges and 
immunities. His officers converted the college into 
a garrifon, the chapel into a magazine, and the 
apartments into prifons ; a popifh prieft was ap- 
pointed provod ; one Maccarty of the fame per- 
luadon was made library-keeper ; and the whole 
foundation was changed into a catholick feminary. 

When biflinpricks and benefices in tlie gift of the 
crown became vacant, the King ordered the pro- 
fits to bo lodged in the Exchequer, and fufiered the 
cures to be totally ncgle(51cd. The revenues were 
chiefly employed in the maintenance of Romifli 
biffiops and prieds, who grew fo infolent under this 
indulgence, ihat in feveral places they forcibly 
feized the proteflant churches. When complaint 
was made of this outrage, the King promifed to do 
judice to the injured ; and in fome places actually 
ordered the churches to be reftored ; but the popifh 
clergy refufed to comply with this order, alleging 
that in fpirituals they owed obedience to no earthly 
power but the holy fee 5 and James found himfelf 
unable to protedl his protedant fuyedVs againft a 
powerful body which he duuft not difobfige, Some 
fhips appearing in^the bay of Dublin, a proclama- 
tion was iflued, forbidding the Frotedants to aflem- 

js a ble 
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BOOK hlc in any place of worlliip, or fliinvlicrej on pain 
. , of dcatli. By a I'ecoticl they were commanded to 

uisi}. bring in their arms, on pain of being treated us 
rebels and traitors. Luitrcl, gi>vci'nar of Dublin, 
pul)litlic‘d an ordinance by beat of drum, requiring 
the fantters to bring ' in their corn for his Majelly’s 
horfes within a certain day, otherwifc he would order 
them to be hanged before their own doors. Briga- 
dier Sarslickl commandcil all Proteltants of a certain 
diftrid' to retire to tlje difuuicc of ten miles from 
their habitations, on pain of death ; and, in order 
to keep up the credit of the brafs money, the lame 
penally was clenounccil, in a proclamation, againft 
any perfon who Ihoulci give more than one pound 
eighteen fliillings for a guinea. 

XLII, All the revenues of Ireland, and all the 
fehemes contrived to bolfrer up the credit of the 
bale com, would have proved inl'uHicicnt to, fuj)- 
porr the expences of the war, had not James re- ■ 
ceived occalional iiipplich from the French muniirch. 
.A'ter tlu: return of iho (lect which had conveyed 
him to fielaticl, (joiiis font' another ftrong JUtiadron, 
comntatulod by (Jliaicaii Ueiiault, as a convoy to 
Jiitnt; tranljtoit.'i Jailen with arms, ammunition, and 
a large luin of mt>ney f<n' the ufc of King James. 
Before they failed from Bred, King William, being 
.iitfonneil of their delUniuion, detached Admiral 
ilerberr liom Spithead with twelve Ihips of the 
line, one lirelhip, and four tenders, in order to 
intercept tlte enemy. He was driven by llrcfs of 
weather into Milford-haven, from whence htltecred 
his coLirle to.Kinfile, on the luppulition that the 
hVench licet had failed from Breft ; and that in all 
[trobability he fhould fall in with them on the coall 
(if Ireland. On the ftrll day of May, he dil'covered 
them at anchor in Bantrey-bay, and Hood in to 
engage them, though s-hey were greatly luperior to 
him in number. They no fooncr perceived him at 
dav break, than thev weighed, flood 'out to wind’* 

ward, 
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ward, formed their line, bore down, and began the CH A P. 
iibHon, which was maintained for two hours with , - * ■ , 

equal valour on both tides, though the Englifli fleet lo^ 
fullaincd confidcrable damage from the fuperior 
tire of the cnicmy. Herbert tacked feveral times, 
m hope of gaming the weather-gage; but ihe 
French ‘Ndmind kept his wind witii uncommon tkill 
and pcrfeverance. At length the Englifh fquadron 
flood oti' to tea, and maintained a running tight till 
five in the afternoon, when Chateau Renault tacked 
about, and returned into the baj', content with the 
honour he had gained. The lofs of men was incon- 
fiderablc on both fides ; and, where the odds were 
fo great, the victor could not reap much glory. 

Herbert retired to the ifles of Scilly, where he ex- 
^ peeflod a reinforcement ; hut being diflippointcd in 
this expodtation, he returned to Portfmouth in very 
ill humour, with which his officers and men were 
infedlecl. The common failors flill retained fome 
atUu'liment to James, who had formerly been a 
favourite among them ; and the officers complained 
that they had been fent upon this fcrvicc with a 
force fo much inferior to that of the enemy, Kingjjnrnct, 
William, in order to appeafe their dlfcontcnt, mado|^‘5'“'’k''‘ 
an cxcurfion to Portlmouth, where he dined with 
the Admiral on board the Ihip Eliiabeth, declared De la I-Vy- 
his intention of creating him an earl, in coufideration 
of his good conclud'd and fervices, conferred the 
honour of knighthood on the Captains Atliby and 
.Shovel, and bellowed a donation of ten lliiilings on 
every private lailor. 

^ XLIir. The Parliament of England thought it 
incumbent upon them, not only to raife fuppUes for 
the n'aintcnance of the war in which the nation was 
involved, but alfo to do juflice with refpciSl to tliofe 
who had been injured by illegal or oppreffivc fen- 
tences in the late reigns. The attainders of Lord 
Huflcl, Algernon Sidney, •'Alderman Cornifli, and 
Lady Lille, wers now reverfed. A committee of 
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^ K O o ic privileges were appoimed by the Lords to cxaratrie 

H t , the calf of the Earl of Devonfhirc, who in the late 

K. reign had been fined thirty thonfancl pounds, for 

allinilting Colonel Culpepper in the prelencc-cham- 
her. They reported that the C’uurt of King’s-bcnch, 
in over-ruling the Earl’s plea of privilege of par- 
liament, had committed a manifefl breach of pri- 
vilege : that the line was cxcoflive and exorbitant, 
againll the great charter, the common right of the 
fnbjci'd, and the law of the realm. The fentence 
pronounied upon Samuel Johnlon, chaplain to lord 
lUiflel, in confequcnce of which he had been de- 
graded, fined, fcourged, and fet in the pillory, was 
now annulled, and the Commons recommended 
him to his Majclly for fome ecclefiaftical preferment. 
He received one thoufincl pounds in money with a 
penfioji of three hundred pounds for his own life 
and that of his fon, who was moreover gratified 
with a place of one hundred pounds a year: hut the 
father never obtained any\ ecclefiaflical benefice. ’ 
'J'ilus Oates feized tins opportunity of petitioning the 
Houfe of fjord for a reverfid of the judgment 
given agaitifl, him oti his being convid'led of perjury. 
'I'hc opinions of all the judges and counfel at the 
bar were heard on this fubjedt, and a bill of revcrfhl 
palled the Commons ; but the peers having inferted 
lomc amendments and n provifo, ti conference was 
demanded, and violent heats onfued. Oates, how- 
ever, was rck'iifetl from confinement *, and the 
Lords, with the conlent of the Commons, recom- 
mended him to his Majefiy for a pardon, which he 
■obtained, together with a comfortable penfion. The 
committee appointed to inquire into the cafes of 
the ll'ate prifoners, found Sir Robert Wright, late 
Lord Chicf-Juftice, to have been concerned in the 
cruelties committed in the W ell; after the inl’urrcc- 
tioh of Monmouth ; as alfo one of the ecclefiaflical 
j . coramiflioners, and guKty of manifold enormities. 
Death had by this time deliveredrjefiferics from the 

refentment 
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ffcrcntment of the nation. Graham and Burton had chap. 
Ac^lcd as iblicitoi's in the illegal profecutions carried L 
on againd thofe who oppoled the court in the reign 
of Charles II; thefe were now reported guilty of 
having been indrumental in taking away the lives 
and cTlates of thofe who liad fuftered the lofs of 
either under colour of law for eight years laft pafl ; 
of having, by malicious indi 61 ments, informations, 
and profecutions of Q«o Ji'arranlo, endeavoured the 
fubverfion of the protedant religion, and the go- 
vernment of the realm ; and of having waded many 
thoufand pounds of the publick revenue in the courfe 
of their infamous pradlices, 

^ XLIV. Nor did the mifconducJl of the prefent 
miniftry efcape the animadverfion of the Parliament. 

The Lords having addrefled the King to put the 
Me of Wight, Jerfey, Guernfey, Scilly, Dover- 
cadle, and The other fortrefles of the kingdom, in 
a podure of defence, and to difarra the Papids, 
empowered a committee to inquire into the mif- 
carriages in Ireland, which were generally imputed 
to the neglcifl; of the Marquillcs of Caermarthen 
and Halifax. They prefented an addrels to the 
King, deliring ihe minute-book of the committee 
for Infli affairs might be put into their hands : but 
his Majedy declined gratifying them in this par- 
ticular : then the Commons voted, that thofe per- 
fons who had advifed the King to delay this fatis- 
fadUon were enemies to the kingdom. William, 
alarmed at this refoiution, allowed them to infpedt 
the book, in which they found very little for their 
purpofe. The Houfe refolved that an addrdfs 
fliould be prefented to his Majedy, declaring, ihal: 
the fuccour of Ireland had been retarded by up- 
necedary delays ; that the tranfports prepared were 
not diffident to convey the forces to that kingdom ; 
and that feveral fliips had been taken iiy the enemy, 
for want of proper convoy^ At the fame time the 
quedion was p»t, whether cr not they Ihould 

acldrefs 
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ROOK addrcfs the King againtl the Marquis of Halifax; 
but it was carried in the negative by a I'mall 
uiag. nuijority. Before this period, Howe, Vice-chamber- 
lain to the Queen, had moved for an addrefs againfl; 
luch counfdlors as had been impeached in Parlia- 
ment, and betrayed the liberties of the nation — 
This motion was levelled at Caermarthen and 
Halifax, the firfl of whom had been formerly im- 
peached of high treafon under the title of Earl of 
Danby : and the other was charged with all the 
mifcondudl; of the prefent adminillration. Warm 
debates enfued, and in all probability the motion 
would have been carried in the affinnative, had not 
thofe who spoke warmly in behalf of it ludclenly 
cooled in the courfe of the difpute. Some letters 
from King James to his partifuns being intercepted, 
and containing lomc hints of an intended invafion, 
Mr. Ilambden, chairman of the committee of the 
whole lloiifc, enlarged upon the imminent danger to 
which llic kingdom was expofed, and moved for a 
further fupply to his Majofiy, In this iinexpeded 
motion, he was not fecomlcd by one member. The 
Houfc, however, having taken the letters into con- 
fulcnuion, refolvecl to draw up an adtlrels to the 
King, dcfiring him to fecure and difarm all Papills 
of note; and they brought in a bill for attainting 
fevcral pcrfrais in rebellion againft their Majellics : 
bur it was not fnhihed during this Icflion, 

^ 'XLV. Another bill Ixdng prepared in the 
Houfe of Lords, enjoining the^ fubjcdls to w'car the 
woollen manufadure at certain feafons of the year, a 
petition was prclcnted againiV it. by t\ie filk-weavers 
of London and Canterbury, allemhled in a tumultu- 
ous manner at Weftminfter, ''J'he Lords refufed 
their petition, hecaufe this was an unufual manner 
of application. They were perfuaded to return tO' 
their refpe<£jtive places of abode; precautions .were 
taken againft a fecond fiot; and the bill was unani- 
mously rejcdlcd in the Upper Houfc. This Par- 
liament 
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ILanient paflcd an a6l, vcfling in the two unlverfities CIIA P. 
the prefentations belonging to Pajnlts ; thole of the ^ . 

foiitliern counties being given to Oxford : and thofe 
of the northern to Cambridge, on certain Ipccified 
conditions. Couvts of coulcknce were erc6lec\ ac 
Briftol, Gloucciler, and Newcaflle ; and that of the 
Marches of Wales was abolifhed, as an intolerable 
oppreffion. The Proteftant Clergymen, who had 
been forced to leave their benefices in Ireland, were 
rendered capable of holding any living in England, 
without forfeiting their title to their former prefer- 
ment, with the provifo that they fhould refign their 
Englifh benefices when rellored to thofe they had 
been obliged to relinquifh. The flatute of Henry lY. 
againft multiplying gold and filver w'as now repealed: 
the fubjedls were allowed to melt and refine metals 
and ores, and extradl gold and filver from them, on 
condition that it fliould be brought to the Mint, and 
converted into money, the owner receiving its full 
value in current coin. Tliefe, and fevcral other bills 
of fmaller importance being palled, the two Houfes 
adjourned to the twentieth day of September, and 
afterwards to the nineteenth day of Odtober, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, n. 

^ I, Duke bf Sekomherjj;' lanih Kvith an army in Ireland, 
^ U. 'riki Innijetlliners obtain a vitihny over ihf Iri/h, 
4 Schomlhrg emfured for kis imiJivity. § IV, 
TheFittich worjleA at IVulconrl. Y. Sitrcifs of 
fhe eonfrderatrs in Get many. The Turks defeated at 
Fatochin^ Nffa., and Widen\ 4 VI. Death of Pope 
Innocent XI. ^ VII. King If'dHam becomes unpo- 
pular, 4 VIII, good number of the Clergy repufe 
to take the oaths, \ IX. The King grants a c-m- 
ftvjjion for reforming chu> ch chfeiphne, ^ X. Meeting 
of the Convocation. § XI. Their ftffion difcontbmed 
hy repeated prorogations. ^ XII. Proceedings in 
Parliament. § XIII. The Whigs ohjlrtidl the bill of 
indemnity. ^ XIV. The Cornmons refutne the inquiry 
into the eaufe of the mi/carriages in Ireland, ^ XV. 
King Wilham irritaled agahijl the Whigs. ^ XVI, 
Plot agahift the. government by Sir James Montgomery 
dfeovered by Jli/hop llurnet. 4 XVII. fFarm de -. , 
b.ttes in VarHunieiit about the Corporation-hiU, 
4 XVIII. The .King refolves to finifh the Irifh war 
in perfm. \ XIX. General Ludlow arrives in 
England, but is obliged to withdraw, ^ XX. Ef- 
forts of the Jacobites in Scotland, ^ XXI. 'J he 
court inter ejl irinmphs over all oppofithn in that 
country. \ XXII. The Tory intcreji prevails in fhe 
new Parliament of England. § XXIII, Bill for 
recogntaing their Majejlies, ^ XXIV. Another 
violent conieji about the Bill of adjuration. ^ XXV. 

- King William lands in Ireland. \ XXVI. Kmg 
James marches to the Boyne. 4 XXV^II. William 
refolves to give him batflc. § XXVIII. Battle of 
the Boyne. \ XXIX. Death and charaSter of Schoin- 
herg. \ KFAL. James embarks for France. §XXXI. 
William enters Dublin and publifhes his declaration. 
% XXXII. The French obtain a victory over the 
Englijh and' Dutch fleets off Beecly-head, 4 XXXI 1 1 , 
4 Tor ring ton. 
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Toirington commit tedpripjner to ///fTowsr.fXXXIV. 

JPtogrefs of W'tUuim m Irehmch ^ XXXV, He in- 
oiejls Lime riel'; hut is ohl'gul to raife the Jirge, om 
returns to Ei'gl(i?u/. § XX.XVI, Cork and Kinjide 
reduced hy the Rtirl of Murlboi ough. § XXXVII. 

Jjausuni and the Ft each forces quit h eland, 

^ XXXVIII. The Dukeof Savoy jams the confederucy. 

^ XXXIX. P>mre JVuldeck defeated at Fieiirux. 

§ XL. The A'chduke Jofeph eleded King of the 
Rnmatts. Death of the Duke of Lorraine. Progrefs 
of the war againjl the. Turks. § XLI. Meeting of 
the Parliament. ^ XLII. The Ommous comply with 
all the King's demands, § XLIII. Pttihon of the 
Tories in the city of London. § XLIV. Attempt 
againjl the Marquis of C 'net mar then. % XLV. The 
King's voyage to Holland, % XLVI. lie aJJIJls at a 
congrefs. Returns to England, 

§ I. ^T^nOUGH the affairs of Ireland were ex- chap. 

treincly pressing, and the Protefl.ints of ^ IL 
that country had made repeated application for re- 
lief, the fuccours were retarded either by tlifputcs 
among the minifter^i, or the neglcdl of thofe who 
had tlie management of the expedition, in fnch a 
manner that King James had been lix months in 
Ireland before the army was embarked for that 
kingdom. At length, eighteen regiments of in- 
fantry, and five of dragoons, being raifed for that 
fervice, a train of artillery provided, and tranfports 
prepared, the Duke of Schomberg, on whom King 
William had conferred the chief command of this 
armament, fet out for Cheffer, after he had in. 
perfon thanked the Commons for the uncommon 
regard they had paid to his fervices, and received 
afllirances from the Houfc, that they would pay 
particular attention to him and his army. On the 
thirteenth day of Auguft he landed in.^the neigh- 
bourhood of Carrickfergus '\ith about ten thoufand 
foot and drogopns, and took poficflion of Belfaft, 
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from whence the enemy roiirod at his :i|ipro:ich to 
Carrickfergus, wlicrc* they refolvcd to make a lUuid. 
The Duke having refreflicd hi.s men, marched 
thither, and invcfled the place : tlic liege was car- 
ried on till the twent3'-tixth day of the month, when 
the breaches being prat'd icable, the befieged capitu- 
lated, on condition of marching out with their arms, 
and as mucli baggage as they coidd carry on their 
backs ; and of their being conducted t(' the next 
Irifli garrifon which was at Newry. During this 
liege the Duke was joined by the red of his army 
from England : but he had left orders for conveying 
the greater part of the artillery and flores from 
Chedcr clireiSlIy to Carlingford. He now began his 
march through Lilburne and Ililllboroiigh, and 
encamped at Drumniore, where the Proietlanrs of 
the North had been lately routed by Hamilton : 
thence he proceeded to Loughbrillane, where he 
was joined by the horfc and dragoons of Tnnilkillin. 
Then the enemy abandoned Newry and Dundalk, 
in the neighbourhood of which Schomlx'i’gencaiuix'd 
on a low, damp grotind, liaving the town and river 
on thefoutli, and I'urroutKlcd on every other pari by 
hills, bogs, and mountains. 

§ II. Ilis army, con(i(ling chiefly of new raiful 
men little inured to hardflnp, began to flag under 
the fatigue of marching, the inclemency of the wea- 
ther ami fcarcity of pruvifion. Here lie was re- 
inforced by the regiments of Kirkc, Manmcr, and 
Stuart; and would liavc continued his march to 
Drogheda, where he underilood Rol’ene lay with 
about twenty thoufancl men, had he not been obliged 
to wait for the artillery, which was not yet arrived at 
Carlingford. King James, having afiemblcd all his 
forces, advanced towards Schomberg, and appeared 
before his entrenchments in order of battle : but the 
Duke, knojying they were greatly fuperior in num- 
ber of horfe, and thathif'own army was undifeiplined, 
and weakened by death and ficktiefs, retrained his 

men 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 


6i 


men within the lines, and in a little time the enemy CHAP, 
retreated. Immediately after their departure, a ^ , 

confpiracy was diicovered in the Englilh camp, itauT 
hatched by fomc French Papills, who had infinuated 
theml'elves into the Protcilant regiments. One of 
thefe, whole name w'as du Pledis, had written a letter 
to the Amballador D’^vatix, promifing to defert 
with all the Papills of the three French regiments in 
Schomberg’s army, this letter being found. Da 
Pleffis and live accomplii’es were tried by a court- 
martial, and executed. Al)out two hundred and fifty 
Papifls being difeovered in the French regiments, 
they were fent over to England, from thence to Hol- 
land. While Schomberg reniwiined in this lituation, 
the Innilkilliners made excurlions in tlie neighbour- 
hood, under the command of Colonel Llot cl ; and on 
the tvventy-feventh day of September they obtained 
a complete vidtory over five times their number of 
the Irilh. They killed leven hundicd on the fpor, 
and took O’Kclly their commander, with about lifty 
officers, and a confiderable booty of cattle. 'J'hc 


Duke was fo pleal’cd with their behaviour on this 
occalion, that they received a very honourable telli- 
mony of his approbation. 

§ fll. Mean while, the enemy took po/leflion of 
James-Town, and reduced Sligo, one of the forts 
of which was gallantly defended by St. Sauver, a 
French Captain, and his company of grenadiers, 
until he was obliged to capitulate for want of water 


and provilion. A contagious dillemper Itill con- 
tinued to rage in Schomberg’s camp, and fwept oil’ 
a great number of officers and Ibldiers; fo that in 
the beginning of next fpring, not above half the 
number of thofe who went over with the General 


remained alive. He was cenfurecl for his inactivity, 
and the King, in repeated letters, delired him to 
hazard an engagement, provided any “Xipportunity 
Ihould occur; but he did not think proper to run 
the rifque of a Ifattle, againft an enemy that was 
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i B O 0 K above thrice his number, well difciplined, healthy, 
,!• and condudled by able officers. Ncverthclefs, he 
was certainly blameable for having chufcn fuch an 
' unwholelbme fituation. At the approach of winter 

he retired into quarters, in hopes of being re-in* 
forced with feven thoufand Danes, who had already 
arrived in Britain. Thefe auxiliaries were ■flipulated , 
in a treaty which William had juH concluded with ■ 
the King of Denmark. The Engliffi were not more 
luccefsful at lea than they had proved in their , 
operations by land. Admiral Herbert, now created 
Earl of Torrington, having failed to Ireland with , 
the combined fquadrons of England and Holland, 
made a fruitlels attempt upon Cork, and loft a 
great number of feamen by ficknefs, which was 
imputed to bad provilion. The Dartmouth Ihip 
of war fell into the hands of the enemy, who infefted' 
the channel with fuch a number of armed ffiips and ' 
privateers, that the trade of England fuftained incre-i 
dible damage. 

^ IV. The affiiirs of France wore but a gloomy 
afpedt on the continent, where all the powers of 
Europe feenicd to have confpirccl her dcftrudlion. 
King William bad engaged in a new league with'; 
the btates-General, in which former treaties of peace 
and commerce were confirmed. It was ftipulated, ' 
that in cafe the King of Great-Bvitain fhould be' ■ 
attacked, the Dutch ffiould allift him with lix thou-' 
fand infantry and twenty Ihips of the line j and that ' 
provided hoftilitics fliould be committed againll the 
States-General, England fhould fupply them with 
ten thoufand infantry and twenty ffiips of war. This 
treaty was no fooner ratified than King William 
difpatched the Lord Churchill, whom he had by 
this time created Earl of Marlborough, to Holland,' 
in order to command the Britifh auxiliaries in that 
fervice, to "the numbg of eleven thoufand, the 
greater part of which had been in the army of King 
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James when the Prince of Orange landed in England. CHAP. 
The Earl forthwith joined the Dutch aimy, tinder , / 

the command of I’rince Waldcck, who had fixed his lOstjT 
rendezvous in the county of Liege, with a view to adl 
againfl the French armv commanded by the Mare- 
fchal D’Humieresj while the Prince of Vaudemont 
headed a little army of obfervation, confifting of 
Spaniards, Dutch, and Germans, to watch the mo- 
tions of Calvo in another part of the Low-Countries. 

The city of Liege was compelled to renounce the 
neutrality, and declare for the allies. Marefchal 
D’Humieres attacked the foragers belonging to the 
army of the States at Walcourt. in the month of 
Auguft ; an obllinate engagement enfued, and the 
French were obliged to retreat in confulion with the 
lofs of two thoufand men, and fome pieces of artil- 
lery. The army of obfervation levelled part of the 
French lines on the lide of Courtray, and raifed con- 
tributions on the territories of the enemy, 

§ V. The French were almoft entire matters of 
the three cccleliafltcal elc<iloratC8 of Germany. They 
pollcfled Mentz, Triers, Bonne, Keifcrfwaert, Philipf- 
Durgh, and Landau. They had blown up the caltle 
of Hcidelbem, in the Palatinate, and deftroyed 
Manheim. They had reduced Worms and Spiers 
to afltes; and demolilhed Frankendahl, together 
with feveral other fortrottes, Thefe conqnefts, the 
fruits of fudden invafion, were covered with a 
numerous army, commanded by the Marefchal de 
Duras 5 and all his inferior generals were officers of 
diflinguiflied courage and ability. Ncvcrthclefs, he 
found it difficult to maintain his ground againtt the 
different princes of the empire. The Duke of 
Lorraine, who commanded the imperial troops, 
invefted Mentz, and took it by capitulation 1 
the eledlor of Brandenburgb, having leduced Kei- 
ferfwaert, undertook the fieg^ of Bonne,*' which the 
garrifon furrendeved, after having made a long and 
vigorous defence. ’Nothing contributed more to the 

union 
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BOOK union of the German Princes tlinn their refontment 
, nf the fltoclcinp, barbarity with which the I''rcneh had 
plundered, walled, anti depoimlated their touiury. 
Louis having, by bis intrigues in Poland, aiul at 
Condantinople, prevcntotl a nacidcation hctwecn the 
EmpeTor and the Ottoman Porte, the campaign was 
opened in Croatia, whe'te five thoufnml Turks wore 
defeated by a body of Croats between Vihit/ and 
Novi. The Piince of Baden, who commanded the 
Imperialifls on that fide, having thrown a bridge 
over the ihlorava at Pafiarowitz, crofled that riter, 
and marched in quefi of the Turkifli army, amount- 
ing to fifty thonfand men, headed by a Seralkicr. 
On the thirteenth day of Augull he attacked the 
enemy in their cnticncliments near Patochin, and 
forced their lines, routed them with great llaiigliter, 
and took ])ofIefIion of' their cam|), baggage, and 
artillerj'. They retreated to Niflii, where the Gene- 
ral finding them flill more numerous thau the fm- 
perialifis, refolved to make a (land ; and encamped 
in a fitiiation that was inaccelliblc in every part 
except the rear, which he left open for the con- 
venience of a retreat. 'Phrougli this avenue, lie was, 
on the twenty fourth diy of vSe[)roml)er, attackeil 
by the Prince of Baden, who, after a dcl'peraic re- 
finance, obtained anoihcr eomplete vi'Mory, enriched 
his troops with die I’poil of die eneniv, and entered 
Kifla uithniit oppofiiion. 'riicie ho found above 
three thoidancl liorfes and a v.id quantity of pro- 
^ifion. Having repofed his army ffir a few days in 
this place, he refunied his marcli ag.i'iill the Turks, 
who had chofcii an advaiitogcous poll at Widen, 
and feemed ambitious of retrieving die honour they 
had loft in the two I'ornier engagements. The 
Germans attacked their lines without hefitation ; 
and tlioiigh the ilvlufllilinen fought with incredible 
futy, diey^were a thii^l time defeated with great 
flaughrer. I'liis defeat \\a.s attended with the lofs 
of ^iden, which being furicndrred to the vidlor, 
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he diflxibuted his troops in winter quarters, andCHAP- 
returned to Vienna, covered with laurels. IL 

§ VI. The French were likewife baffled in their 
attempt upon Catalonia, where the Duke de Noailles 
had taken Campreclon, in the month of May. 

Leaving a garrifon in this place, he retreated to the • 
frontiers of France, while the Duke de Villa Her- 
mofa, at the head of a Spanifh army, blocked up 
the place, and laid Rouulloii under contribution. 

He afterwards undertook the fiege in form, and 
Noailles marched to its relief ; but he was fo hard 
preiled by the Spaniards, that he withdrew the gar- 
rifon, difmantled the place, and retreated with great 
precipitation. The French King hoped to derive 
fome confiderable advantage from the death of Pope 
Innocent XI. which happened on the twelfth day of 
Auguft. That Pontiff had been an inveterate enemy 
to Louis ever lince the affair of the franchifes, and 
the feizure of Avignon*. Cabals were immedi- 
ately formed at Rome by the French fadlion againft 
the Spanifli and Imperial intcrell. The French 
Cardinals de Bouillon and Bonzi, acccompa- 
nied by Furflemberg, repaired to Rome with a 


^ The Franrliiaes were privileges of asylum, annexed not only to 
the AmbabSiulors at Ruuic, but even to the whole district in which 
any Ambassador chanced to live» This privilege was become a ter- 
rible nuisance, inosaiuch as it afforded protection to the most atro- 
cious criminals, who filled this city with rapine and murder. In- 
nocent XI. rc&olving to remove this evil, published a bull, abolishing 
the Franchises 5 and almost all the Catholick powers of Europe 
acj^uiesced in what he harl done, upon being duly informed of the 
grievance. Louis XTV. however, from a spirit of pride and insolence, 
refused to part with any thing that looked like a prerogative of his 
crown. He said, the King of France was not the imitator, but a 
pattern and example for other Princes. He rejected with disdain the 
mild^ representations of the Pope 5 he sent the marquis de Laverden 
as his ambassador to Rome, with a formidable train, to insult Inno- 
cent even in his own city. That nobleman swaggered through Uie 
streets of Home like a bravo, taking all opportunities to* affront the 
Pope, who exconununicated him in re^'enge. On the other hand, the 
Parliament of Pari-s appealed from the Pope’s bull to a^uture council. 
Louis caused the Pope’s Nuncio to put tinder arrest, took pos- 
session of Aviguon, which belonged to the See of Rome, and set the 
holy Father at defiance. « 
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BOOK large fum of money, Peter Ottoboni, aVenciiau, 
^ 1 - was cleActl Pope, and airumcd ilu; name ('f /Mex- 

^7^^ •'mder VIII. The Duke de Chauliu''!, amlullhdor 
from France, immediately liguilied in the name of 
his mafler, that Avignon Ihould he rcilored to the 
patrimony of the church ; and Louis renounced the 
franchifes, in a letter written by his own hand to the 
Pontiff. Alexander received tliefe marks of refpecSl: 
with the warmcll acknowledgments; but, when 
the AmbalTador and Furdemberg bcfoughl him to 
re-examine the eledlion of the Biihop of Cologn, 
which had been the fource of fo much calamity to 
the empire, he lent a deaf car to their felicitations. 
He even confirmed the difpenfations granted by his 
predecefibr to the Prince of Bavaria, who was thus 
empowered to take poflcflloti of the elc6lorate, 
though he had not yet attained the age required by 
the Canons. Furflemberg retired in difguft to Paris, 
where Louis immediately gr.iuticd him with the 
Abbey of St, Germains. 

^ VII. King William founrl it an cnficr tafle to 
unite the councils of Furope iigaiiill the common 
enemy than to conciliate and preferve the aflcc- 
tions of his own liibjcdls, among whr)m he began 
vifibly to decline in ])omt of popularity. Many 
were dhihiisficd with iiis meafurc . : and a groat 
number even of thofc who exerted thcmfLlves for 
his elevation, had conceived a difmill from his per- 
fonal deportment, which was very uiifuitablo to the 
manners and difpofition of the h'.nglilh people. 
Inllead of mingling with his nobility in focial amufe- 
ments and familiar convcrflition, lie maintained a 
' difagreeable referve which had all the air of fulicn 
pride ; he fcldom or never fpokc to his courtiers or 
attendants ; he fpent his time chiclly in the clofer, 
retired from all communication ; or among his 
troops, camp he had formed at Hounflow ; or 
in the exercife of hunting, to which he was immode- 
rately additSlctl, This had been preferibed to him 
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by pbyficians as nccdKiry to improve his confiiln- CHAP 
tion which was naturally weak, and by pradice had ^ 
become lb habitual, that he could not lay it alidc. 

His ill health, co operating with his natural aver- 
fioii to fociety, produced a pceviflinefs which could 
not fail of being difpleallng ro thofe who were near 
his pcrlbn : this was increafed by the diipulcs in 
his cabinet, and the oppofition of thofe who were 
profelied enemies to his government, as well as by 
the alienation of his former friends. As he could 
not breathe without difficulty in the air of London, 
he relided chiefly ar Hampton-Court, and expended 
conliderable fums in beautifying and enlarging that 
palace : he likewife purchaled the houfe at ICeiiling- 
ton of the Earl of Nottingham ; and fuch profufion, 
in the beginning of an expenfive war, gave umbrage 
to the nation in general. Whether he was adviied 
by his counfcllors, or his own fagacity pointed out 
the expediency of conforming with the Englifh 
humour, he now feemed to change his difpolition, 
and in fome manner adopt the manners of his pre- 
deceflbrs. In imitation of Charles II. he reforteci to 
the races at New-market : he accepted an imitation 
to vifit Cambritlge, where he behaved liimfclf with 
remarkable aftUbility to the members of the Uni- 
verfity : he afterwards dined with the Lord-Mayor 
of London, accepted the freedom of the city, and 
condefeended fo far as to become fovereign-mallcr 
of the company of grocers. 

^ VIII. While William thus endeavoured to 
remove the prejudices which had been conceived 
againll his perfon, the period arrived whiclj the Par- 
liament had prefciibed for taking the oaths to* the 
new government. Some individuals ,of the Clergy 
facrificed their benefices to their fcruples of con- 
fcience ; and abfolutely refufed to take oaths that 
were contrary to thofe they had alrea^.djyorn in 
favour of their late fovere^n. 
guifhed by the epithet of Nonjji^i^; bfitfiHieir 
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number bore a very fmall proportion to that of 
others, who took them with fuch refcrvations arid 
cliflindions as redounded very little to the honour 
of their integrity. Many of thofc who had been 
the warmeft advocates for non-refiftance and paf- 
live obedience made no fcruple of renouncing their 
allegiance to King James, and complying with the 
prefent adi, after having declared that they took the 
oaths in no other fenl’e than that of a peaceable 
fubmiffion to the powers that were. They even af- 
firmed that the legiflature itfelf had allowed the dif- 
tindhon between a King de faBo and a King de jure , , 
as they had dropped the word “ rightful,” when ' 
the form was under debate. They alleged that 
as prudence obliged them to conform to the. letter - 
of the oath, fo confcience required them to give it 
their own interpretation. Nothing could be more 
infamous and of worfe tendency, than this pradtice 
of equivocating in the moft facred of all obliga-:,, 
tions. It introduced a general difregard of oaths, 
which hath been the fource of univerfal perjury and 
corruption. Though this fet of temporil'crs were 
bitterly upbraided both by the Nonjurors and the 
Papifts, they all concurred in reprefenting William 
as an enemy to the church; as a Prince educated 
in the dodtrines of Calvin, which he plainly efpou- 
-• fed, by limiting his favour and preferment to fuch 
as were Latitudinarians in religion, and by his^abOr: 
lifting Epifcopacy in Scotland. The Preftyteriahs 
in that kingdom now tyrannifed in their turn. They 
were headed by the Earl of Crawford, a nobleman 
of a violent temper and ftrong prejudices. He was 
chofen Prefident of the Parliament by the intereft of 
Melvil, and opprefled the Epifcopalians in fuch a 
manner, that the greater part of theiu, from refent- 
^ ment, became well-wifters to King James. Every 
circumftance of the hardftips they underwent was 
reported in England ; *knd the Earl of Clarendon, as 
well as the fufpendejd Biftops, circulated thefe par- 
ticulars 
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ticulars with great afliduity. The oaths being re- CH A P. 
jedled by the Archbiihop of Canterbury, the Bi- 
(hops of Ely, Chichefter, Bath and Wells, Peterbo- 
rough and Glouccfter, they were fufpended from 
their functions, and threatened with deprivation. 

Lake of Chicheller, being feized with a dangerous 
diftemper, figned a folemn declaration, in which he 
ptofefled his adherence to the doctrine of non-re- 
fiftance and paffive obedience, which he believed to 
be the dillinguifhing charadteriftick of the Church 
of England. After his death this paper was pub- 
lifhedj induftrioufly circulated, and extolled by the 
party as an infpired oracle pronounced by a martyr 
to religious truth and finceriry. 

§ IX. All the clamour that was raifed againft the 
King could not divert him from profecuting the 
fcheme of comprehenfion. He granted a commif- 
lion under the great feal to ten Bifhops, and twenty 
dignitaries of the church, authorifing them to meet 
from time to time in the Jerufalem-chamber, to 
prepare fuch alterations of the Liturgy and tlie Ca- 
nons, and fuch propofals for the reformation of Ec- 
clefiadical courts as might mofl. conduce to the good 
order, edification, and uniting of the Church, and 
tend to reconcile all religious differences among the 
proteftant fubjedls of the kingdom. A cry was im- 
mediately railed againfl this commilfion, as an Ec- 
ckfiaftical court illegal and dangerous. At their 
firll meeting, the authority of the commillion was 
queflioned by Sprat, Bilhop of Rochefter, who re- 
tired in difguft, and was followed by Mew of Win- 
chefter, and the Dodlors Jane and Aldrich. Thefe 
were averfe to any alteration of the forms and con- 
llitution of the Church in favour of an infojent and 
obftinate party, which ought to have been fatisfied 
with the toleration they enjoyed, Tb^ obferved, 
that an attempt to make fftch alteration would di- 
vide the Clergy,^ and bring the Liturgy" into dif- 
ellcem with the peoplcj as it would be a plain 
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'B 0 o K acknowledgment that is wanted correc^lion. They 
! ^ thoug lit they fliould violate the dignity of the Church, 
iGsg, by condelcending 10 make ofll'i's which the DHlon levs 
’ were at Hbcrty to refute ; and they iufpedled Ibme 
of their colleagues of a drfign to give up epifcopal 
ordination — a Hep inconlillent with their honour, 
duty, oaths, and fubferiptions. 

§ X. 'I'he commiffionevs, notwithflanding this 
feceflion, proceeded to debate with moderation on 
the abufes of which the Diflenters had complained, 
and corrcbled every article that feemed liable to any 
juft objeAion ; but the oppofite party employed all 
their art and induflry to inflame the minds of the 
people. The two univerfities declared againft all 
alterations, and thofe who promoted them. The 
King liimfelf was branded as an enemy to the hie- 
rarchy ; and they beftirred themlelves so luccefs- 
full)’ in the eledlion of members for the Convoca- 
tion, that they procured a' very confiderablc majo- 
rity. At their lirfl meeting, the friends of the 
Comprchenfion Scheme propofed Dr. ''J'illotfon, 
clerk of the clofet to his Majefly, as prolocutor; 
but the other party carried it in favour of Dr. Jane, 
who was counted the moH violent churchman in 
the whole adembly. In a Latin fpeech to the Biftiop 
of London as prefident, he, in the name of the 
Lower IJoufe, afferted that the Liturgy of England 
heeded no amendment, and concluded with the 
old declaration of the Barons, “ Nohmus leges 
Mngliie mutari. We will not fuffer the laws of Eng- 
land to be changed.” The Bifliop, in his reply, 
exhorted them to moderation, charity, and indul- 
, grnce towards their brethren the Dilfenters, and to 
make fuch abatements in things indifferent as might 
ferve to open a door of falvation to multitudes of 
Hraying.Cheiftians. Hi^ injunctions, however, pro- 
duced no favourable effeCl. . The Lower Houfe 
feemed to be animated by a fptrit of oppofuion. 
ISlext day the Prefident prorogued them, on pre-. 
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tence that the roy<al commijQion, by which they CHAP, 
were to a6l, was dcfcflive for want of being fcalcd, ^ 
and that a prorogation was necc/Iary until tLat liinc' 
tion flioukl be obtained. Tn this interval means 
were iifcd lo mollify their non-com pliant tempers ; 
but all endeavours proved ineftedlual. When they 
met again, the Earl of Nottingham delivered the 
King’s commiflion to both Houfes, with a fpeech of 
his own, and a meflage from his Majefty, importing, 
that he had fummoned them out of a pious zeal to 
do every thing that might tend to the beft ellablifh- 
ment of the Chuich of England, which fhould always 
enjoy his favour and protedlion. He exhorted them 
to lay afide all prejudice, and confider calmly and 
impartially whatever Ihould be propofed : he aflUred 
them he would offer nothing but what fhould be for 
the honour, peace, and advantage of the proteftant 
religion in general, and particularly of the Churcli of 
England. 

§ XI. The Bifliops, adjourning to the Jemfalem 
chamber, prepared a zealous addrefs of thanks to 
his Majefly, which, being fent to the Lower Houfe 
for their concurrence, met with violent oppolition. 
Amendments were propofed; a conference enfued, 
and, after warm debates, they agreed upon a cold 
addrefs, which was accordingly prefented. The ma- 
jority of the Lower Houfe, far from taking any 
meafures in favour of Diffenters, converted all their 
attention to the relief of their nonjuring brethren. 

Zealous fpeeches were made in behalf of the^fuf- 
pended Bifhops ; and Dr, Jane propofed that fome- 
thing might be done to qualify them to lit in the 
Convocation. This, however, was fuch a danger- 
ous point as they would not venture to difeufs; 
yet, rather than proceed upon the bufinefs for which 
they had been airemblcd, they began to take cog- 
nizance of fome pamphlets lately publilhed, which 
they conceived to be of dangerous ponfequence 
to the Chrilii^n religion. The preiident and Jiis 
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BOOK party, perceiving the difpofition of the Houfc, did 
' v . think proper to communicate any propofal 

touching the intended' reformation, and the King 
i futFered the feffion to be difcontinued by repeated 

i I prorogations. 

^ XII. The Parliament meeting on the nineteenth 
day of Odtober, the King, in a fpeech of his own 
compofing, explained the necellity of a prefent fup- 
ply to carry on the war. He defired that they 
might be fpeedy in their determinations on this fub- 
jedt, for thefe would in a great nieafure influence 
the deliberations of the Princes and States concerned 
in the war againft France, as a general meeting of, 
them was appointed to be held next month at the 
Hague, to fettle the operations of the enfuing cam- 
• paign. He concluded with recommending the 
difpatch of a bill of indemnity, that the minds of 
his fubjeds might be quieted, and that they might 
unanimoufly concur in promoting the honour and 
welfare of the kingdom. As feveral inflammatory 
bills and difputes, which had produced heats and 
animofities in the lafl; feflion, were Hill depending, 
the King, after having confulted both Houfes, re'» 
folved to put an end to thofe difputes by a proroga- 
tion. He accordingly went to the Houfe of Lords, 
and prorogued the Parliament till the twenty- firft 
day of Oaober, by the mouth of the new Speaker, 
Sir Robert Atkins, the Marquis of Halifax naving 
refigned that office. When they re-aflembled, the 
King referred them to his former fpeech : then the 
Commons unanimoufly refolved to affiil his Majefty 
in reducing Ireland, and in joining with his allies 
abroad for a vigorous profecution of the war againft 
France : for thefe purpqfes they voted a fupply of 
two millions. 

§ XIII. During this feffion the W’higs employed 
all their influence and iijtrigues in obftrudling the 
bill of indemnity, which they knew would, open a 
door for favour and preferment to th'S oppofite party, 
> a 7' which 
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which began to gain ground in the King’s good CHAP, 
graces. With this view they revived the profccution , 
of the flate prifoners, A committee was appointed 
to prepare a charge again ft Burton and Graham. 

The Commons rcfolved to impeach the Earls of Pe- 
terborough, Salifbury, and Caftlemain, Sir Edward 
Hales, and Obadiah Wallcer of high treafon, for 
ha\ ing been reconciled to the Church of Rome, con- 
trary to the laws of the realm. A bill was ordered 
to be brought in, to declare the eflate of the late 
Lord Chancellor Jefferies forfeited to the crown, and 
attaint his blood ; but it met with fuch oppolition 
that the meafure was dropped : the Ploufe however 
agreed, that the pecuniary penalties incurred by thofe 
perfons who had exercifed offices contrary to the 
laws againft Popiffi recufants fliould be fpeedily 
levied, and applied to the public fervice. The 
Lord Griffin being deteifled in maintaining a cor- 
refpondence with King James, and his partifans, 
was committed to the Tower 5 but, as no other evi- 
dence appeared againft him than written letters, 
found in the falfc bottom of a pewter bottle, they 
could not help confenting to bis being rcleafed upon 
bail, as they had lately refolvcd that Algernon Sidney 
was uujullly condemned m the reign of Charles II. 
becaufe nothing but writings had been produced 
againft him at his trial. The two Houfes concurred 
in appointing a committee to inquire who were the 
advilers and profecutors in taking away the lives of 
Lord Ruftel, Colonel Sydney, Sir 1 homas Arm- 
ftrong, Alderman Cornifh, and others; and who 
were chiefly concerned in the arbitrary pradlices 
touching the writs of Q//o fViirranto^ and the ftirren- 
der of charters. This inquiry was levelled at the 
Marquis of Halifax, who had concurred with the 
miniftry of Charles in all thefe feverities. Though 
no proof appeared, upon w^ich rotes dr a- *ref['^s 
could be founded, that nobleman faw it was ncceftTiry 
for him to withdraw himfelf from the adminiftration ; 

he 
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BOOK he therefore refigned the |)rivy-feal, which was pm 
^ , in commiffion, and reconciled luuitclf to the Tories, 

of whom he bccanie 'thc patron and protedor, 

§ XIV. The Commons likewise resumed the 
examination of the mifearriages in Ireland, and 
. detired the King would appoint commillionors, to 
go over and inquire into the condition of the army 
in that kingdom. Schomberg underlfanding th,at 
he had been blamed in the Hoiife of Commons 
for his inadlivity, tranfmitted to the King a 
fatisfadlory vindication of his own condudl ; and 
it appeared that the mifearriages in Ireland were 
wholly owing to John Shales, purveyor-general to 
the army. The Commons immediately prefented 
an addrtfs to his Majefty, praying that Shales 
might be taken into cuftody; that ail bis papers, 
accounts, and (lores diould be fecured; and that . 
Duke Schomberg might be empowered to fill 
his place with a more able purveyor. The King 
gave them to iinderftand that he had already lent 
orders to the General for that purpole. Noverthe- 
kfs, they in another petition requofted his Majefty 
' to name thofe who nad rccommciidcd Shales to 
his fervice, as he had excrcifcd the fame office 
under King James, and was fufpedled of treafon- 
able pradlices againft the government. William 
declined gratifying their requeft; but he afterwards 
fent a meflage to the Houfe, defiring them to re- 
commend a certain number of commiffioners to 
fuperintend fuch provifions and preparations as 
might be neceftary for that fervice, as well as to 
nominate certain perfons to go over and examine 
the ftate of the army in Ireland, The commons 
were fo mollified by this inftance of his con- 
defeenfion, that, they left the whole affair to his 
own .dire<ftion, and proceeded to examine other 
branches of mifconduift. Inflanccs of mifmanage- 
ment appealed fo numerous and fo flagrant, that 
■ -they rclolved upon a fubfequent addrefs, to.explain 

■ *he 
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the ill conduct and fuccefs of his army and navy ; C 
to defirc he would find out the author of tlicfc mif- 
carriages, and for the future entrufl. unfufpe(fled 
pprfons with tlic management of afTalrs. They 
ordered the vit^uallers of the fleet to be taken into 
cuilody, on fufpicion of their having furniflied the 
navy with unwholcfome provifions, and new com- 
miflioners were appointed. Bitter reproaches were 
thrown out againft the miniftry. Mr. flambden 
exprefled his furprise that the adminitlration fhould 
confift of thofe very perfons whom King James 
had employed, when his affairs were defperate, to 
treat with the Prince of Orange, and moved that 
the King fhould be petitioned in an addrefs to 
remove fuch perfons from his prefence and councils. 
J^his was a ftrokc aimed at the Earl of Nottingham, 
whofe office of fccretary Hambden defired to polRfs ; 
but his motion was not fcconcled, the court- members 
obferving that James did not depute thofe lords to 
the prince of Orange bccaufc they were attached to 
his own interell, but for a very difl'crent reafon, 
namely, that they were well known to difapprove 
of his mcafures, and therefore would be the more 
agreeable to his IJighnefs, The Houfe, however, 
voted an addrefs to the King, cleflring that the 
authors of the mifearriages might be brought to 
condign punifhment. 

& XV. In the fequel, the queftion was pro- 
pofed, Whether a placeman ought to have a feat in 
the Houfe ? and a very warm debate enfued *, but it 
was carried in the af&rmative, on the fuppofltion that 
by fuch exclufion the Commonwealth would be de- 
prived of fome of the ableft fenators of the king- 
dom But what chiefly irritated William againft 
the Whigs was their backwardnefs in promoting the 
publick lervice, and their^difregard of the’ earned: 
oeflre he exprefled to fee lus revenue fettled for life. 
He faid his title* was no more than a pageant, and 
the worft of all governments was that or a king with- 
out 
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BOOK out treafure. Neverthclefs, they would not grant the 
civil lift for a longer term than one year. They 
began to think there was fonaething arbitrary in his 
difpofition. His fallen behaviour, in all probability 
firft infufed this opinion, which was flrengthened 
and confirmed by the infiniiations of his enemies. 
The Scots, who had come up to London to give 
an, account of the proceedings in their Parliament, 
were infedled with the same notion. One Simpfon 
a ptelbyterian of that country, whom the Earl of 
Portland employed as a fpy, nad infinuated himfelf 
into the confidence of Nevil Payne, an adlive and 
intelligent partifan and agent of King James; by 
which means he fupplied the Earl with fuch intelli- 
gence as raifed him to fome degree of credit with 
that minifler. This he ufed in prepofleffing the 
Earl againft the King’s beft friends, and infufing 
jealoufies which were foon kindled into mutual clif- 
truft and animofity. 

^ XVI. Sir James Montgomery, who had been 
a warm advocate for the Revolution, received advice 
that the coitrt fufpedled him and others of difaff'edlion, 
and was employed in feeking evidence by which they 
might be profecuted. They were equally alarmed' 
and iocenfed at this intimation, and Payne ieized the 
opportunity of feducing them into a correfpondence 
with the exiled King. They demanded the fettle- 
ment of Prefbytery in Scotland, and adllially en- 
gaged in a treaty for his reftoration. They recon- 
ciled, themfelves to the Duke of Queenlberry, and 
the other noblemen of the epifcopal party : they 
wrote to James for a fupply of money, arms, and 
ammunition, together, with a reinforcement of 
three thoufand men from Dunkirk. Montgomery 
had acqmred great intereft among the Whigs of 
England, and this he employed in animating them 
• againft the King and tho rainiftry. ^ He reprefented 
.them,as-k fet of wicked men, who employed infamous 
fpies to enfhare and ruin the fa?l friends of the 

government, 
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government, and found means to alienate them foCllAP. 
much from William, that they began to think in ^ ^ 

earnell of recalling their banifhed Prince. The^I^dlJ/ 
Duke of Bolton, and the Earl of Monmouth, ivere 
almoll perfuaded into a confpiracy for this puvpofe ; 
they leemed to think James was now fo well con- 
vinced of his former errors, that they might truft 
him without fcruple. Montgomery and Payne were 
the chief managers of the fcheme, and they admitted 
Fergufon into their councils, as a veteran in the 
arts of treafon. In order to blaft William's credit in 
the city, they circulated a report that James would 
grant a iFull indemnity, feparate himfcif entirely from 
the French intereft, and be contented with afecret 
connivance in favour of the Roman Catholicks. 


Montgomery’s brother allured the Bifhop of 
Salifbury, that a treaty with King James was ab- 
folutely concluded, and an invitation fubferibed by 
the whole cabal. He faid this paper would be fent 
to Ireland by the way of France, as the diredl com- 
munication was difficult ; and lie propofed a method 
for feizing it before it ffiould be conveyed out of the 
kingdom. Williamfon, tlie fupjjofcd bearer of it, 
had obtained a pafs for Flanders, and a meflenger 
being fent in\urfuit of him, fccurcd his cloaths 
and portmanteau ; but, after a very flridt examina- 
tion, nothing appeared to jullity the intelligence, 
Williamfon had previoufly delivered the papers to 
Simpfon, who hired a boat at Deal, and arrived in 
fafety at France. He returned with large affiurances, 
and twelve tboufand pounds were remitted to the 
Scotthli undertakers. Montgomery, the informer, 
feeing his intelligence falfified, loll his credit xvith 
the Bilhop, and dreading the refen tment of the 
other party, retired to the Continent. .The con- 
fpirators loudly complained of the falfe imputations 
they had incurred. The pretended difcoveiies were 
looked upon as fi61ions 9 £ the tniniltry, and- the 
, King 
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BOOK King on this occafion fullered greatly in the opinion 
^ , of his fubjcils. 

^ XVII. The Tories dill continued to carry on 
a lecrer ncgociation with the Court. 'I'hey took 
advantage of the ill-humour liibfilling between the 
King and the Whigs 5 anti promilctl largo lupplics of 
money provided this Parliament lliould be diOolvcd, 
and another immediately convoked. The oppofue 
party, being appnfed of their intention, brought a 
bill into the tloufe of Commons for relloring cor- 
porations to their ancient rights anti privileges. 
Theyknew their own ftrengtli at elet'lions conlilled 
in thefe corporations ; and they inferted two ad- 
ditional fevere claufes againd thole who were in any 
lhape concerned in lurrendcring clurter'i. The 
whole power of the Tories was c.xerted againd this 
claufe ; and now the Whigs vied with them in mak- 
ing court to his Majcfly, promiling to manifed the 
mod fubiniffive obedience fhoultl this bill be cnadlcd 
into a law The Rrength of the Tories was now be- 
come ft) formidable to the Ihnilc, that they outvoted 
the other party, and the claufes were rejeeletl 3 but 
the bill palled in its original loriu. I'lic Lords 
debated upon the point. Whether a corporation 
coultl be forfeited or furrcndercj^? Lord Chief 
Judice Holt and two other Judges cloclared their 
opinion in the alHrmative : the rell tliought tithcrwile, 
as no precedents could be produced farther back than 
the reign of Henry VIII. when the Abbics were 
furrendered ; and this indance leemed too violent 
to authorife fuch a meafure in a regular enurfe of 
adntinillration. The bill, however, jialied by one 
voice only. Then both parties quickened their 
applications to the King, who found himlblf fo per- 
plexed and diftraiSled between two i'adlions which 
he equally feared, that he rcfolved to leave the go- 
vernment in the Queen’s hands, and retire to Hol- 
land. He- communicated this defign to the Marquis 
of Caermarthen, the Earl of bhrewfbury, and fonie 
S ' other 
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other noblemen, who preiled him to laytifule his CHAP, 
refolution, and even mingled tears witlx their , 

mon/lranc’es, 

^ XVlir. He at length complied with their 
requeft, and determined to iinilh the Irith war in 
perfon. This dclign was lar from being agreeable 
to the Parliament. Ilis friends dreaded the climate 
of that country, which might prove fatal to his 
weak conftitution. The wcli-withcrs of James were 
afraid of that Prince’s being hard prefled, fliould 
William take the field againll him in perfon; both 
Houfes, therefore, began to prepare an addrefs 
agamfl. this expedition. In order to prevent this 
remonflrance, the King went to the Parliament, and 
foimally fignified his refolution. After bis fpeech 
they were prorogued to the fecond day of April. 

On the fixth day of February they were diflblved by 
proclamarion, and a new Parliament was fuinmoned 
to meet on tlie twentieth day of March. During 
this feflion the Commons, in an addrefs to the King, 
deflred that a revenue of fifty thoufand pounds 
uxight be fettled upon the Prince and Princefs of 
Denmark, out of the civil lill; and lus Majefly gra- 
tified them in this particular : yet, the warmth and 
induftry with which the friends of the IVincefs ex- 
erted themfelves in promoting the fcttleinent, pro- 
duced a coldnefs and raifunderflanding between the 
two fillers : and the fublequcni difgrace of the Earl 
of Marlborough was imputed to the part which his 
wife aded on the occauon. She was lady of the 
bed-chamber, and chief confident to the Princefs, 
whom ftie flrenuoufly advifed to infill upon the Ict- 
tlement, rather than depend upon the generolity of 
the King and Queen. 

^ XIX. About this period. General Ludlow, 
who at the Reftoration liad been excepted from the 
aet of indemnity, as one of thofe who fate in judg- 
ment upon Charles I. arrived in England, and 
offered his fwvice in reducing Ireland, where he had 

formerly 
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BO OK formerly commanded. Though a rigid republican, 
V . be was reputed a confeientious man, and a good 
168^ officer. He had received fome encouragement to 
come over, and probably would have been employ, 
ed, had not the Commons interpofed. Sir Edward 
Seymour, who enjoyed by grant an eftate in Wilt- 
(hire, w'hich had formerly belonged to Ludlow, - 
began to be in pain for his polleffion. He obferved 
in the Houfe, that the nation would be clifgraced, 
ffiould one of the parricides be fuffered to live in the 
kingdom. An addrels was immediately prefented to 
the King, defiring a proclamation might be iflhed, 
promifing a reward for apprehending General Ludlow. 
This was accordingly publiflred ; but not before he' 
bad landed in Holland; from whence he returned to 
Vevay in Swifierland, where he wrote the memoirs 
of his life, and died after an exile of thirty years. 

^ XX. While King William fludluated between 
two parties in England, his interefl’ln Scotland had 
well nigh given way to a coalition between the ori- 
ginal Jacobite's and Montgomery’s party of dil'con- 
tentecl Prefbyterians. Colonel Cannon, who fuc- 
cceded the Vifeount Dundee in command, after 
having made feveral unfuccefsful efforts in ftivour 
of the late King’s interefi, retired into Ireland ; and 
the Highlanders chofe Sir Hugh Cameron for their 
leader. Under him they renewed their incurfions 
with the better profpedl: of fuccefs, as feveral regi- 
ments of the regular troops had been fent to reinforce 
the army of Sclmniberg. James affified theju with 
clothes, arms, and ammunition, together with fome 
officers, amongft whom was Colonel Bucran, appoint- 
ed to aA as their chief commander, . This oflicer, 
at the head of fifteen hundred men, advanced into the 
■flaire of Murray, in hopes of being joined by other 
■ malcontents ; but he was furprifed and routed by 
- Sir Thomas Livingfione, while Major Fergufon de- 
ftroyed the^places they l^offeffed in the Ifle of Mull ; 
Co that the Highlaindevs were pbliged to retire, 
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aiul conceal tliemfelvcs among their Mils and faft-ciiAP. 
neflcs. The fricnclb of James, defpairiiig of doing , ^ 

any thing effedlual for his fervice in the lield, con- ^8^ 
verted all tljeir attention to the proceedings in 
Parliament ; where they imagined their intcreft was 
much ftroiiger than it appeared to be upon trial. 

They took the oaths without heliralion, and hoped, 
by the afliftance of their new allies, to embroil the 
government in fuch a manner that the majority of 
the people would declare for a reftoratlon. But the 
views or thefe new-cemented parties were altogether 
incompatible ; and their principles diametrically op- 
polite. Notwlthllanding their concurrence in Par- 
liament, the Earl of Melvil procured a fmall majority. 

The oppolition was immediately difcouraged : fome 
indivitiuals retradled, rather than fall with a linking 
caufe ; and mutual jealoulies began to prevail. The 
loaders of the coalition treated leparately with King 
James ; made inconliftent demands ; reciprocally 
concealed their ncgociations : in a word, they dif- 
trulled and hated one another with the moll impla- 
cable refentment. 

§ XXI. The Earls of Argyle, Anandale, and 
Braidalbin withdrew from their councils, and re- 
paired to England. Montgomery, terrified at their 
defection, went privately to London, after he had 
hinted fomething of the Plot to Melvil, and folicited 
a pals from the Queen, which was refnfed.' Anan- 
dale, having received information that Montgomery 
had dilcloled all the particulars of the negociation, 
threw himfclf upon the Queen’s mercy, and dif- 
co^ered all he knew of the conlpiracy. As he had 
not treated with any of the malcontents in England, 
they remained fecuie from his evidence ; but he in- 
formed againll Nevil P.tyne, who had been fent 
clown as their agent to Scotland, where he now re- 
lided. He was immediately apprehended by the? 
council of that kingdom, in confetjuence of a letter 
from the Earl of Nottingham ; and twice put to the 

t-ni t ‘ G torture. 
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BOOK torture, which he refolutely bore, without difeover- 
^ j ing his employers. Montgomery Hill abfcondecl in 
168^ London, foliciting a pardon ; bur, finding he could 
not obtain it, except on condition of making a full 
difeovery, he abandoned his country, and chofeto die 
in exile, rather than betray his confederates. I'his 
difunion of the confpirators, and difeovery of the 
plot, left the Earl of Melvil in pofieflion of a greater 
majority ; though even this he was fain to fecure by 
overflraining his inftrudlions in the articles of pa- 
tronage, and the fupremacy of the crown, which he 
yielded up to the fury of the fanatick Prefbyterians^ 
contrary to the intention of King William. In lieu 
of thefe, however, they indulged him with the tax 
of chimney or hearth-money : as well as with a tefl; 
to be impofed upon all perfons in office and parlia- 
' ment, declaring William and Mary their lawful 
fovereigns, and renouncing the pretended title of 
King James, All the laws in favour of epifcopacy 
were repealed. Threefcore of the Prefbyterian ,mi- 
nifters, who had been' ejedlcd at the Reftoration, 
were ftill alive ; and thefe the Parliament declared 
■ the only found part of the Church. The govern- 
ment of it was lodged in their hands ; and they were 
empowered to admit fuch as they fiiould think pro- 
per to their affiflance. A few furious fanaticks being 
thus afibciated, proceeded with ungovernable viot 
lence to perfecute the epifcopal party, excrcifing the 
very fame tyranny againft which they themfelves had 
fo loudly exclaimed. 

An, 1690. , While the Prelhyterian interefi: thus tri- 

umphed in Scotland, the two parties thjit divided 
England .employed , their whole influence and attenr 
tion in .managing the eledlions for a. new parliament; 
and the Tories obtained tbe.vi^ory.- The King 
feemed gradually fallipg into the arms of 'this party* 
They . complained of their-haying been- totally ex- 
cluded from the Lieutenancy of ’ Lopdop. at, -the 
. King’s , acceffion to’ .the crpwn }r and, pow/a, con- 
. ’ ' . fiderable 
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iiderable number of the moft violent Tories in the’ CHAP, 
city were admitted into ^he cominiffion by the in- , ^ 

tereft and addrefs of the Bilhop of London, the Mar- lOyoT 
quis of Caermartlien, and the Earl of Nottingham. 

To gratify that party, the Earls of Monmouth and 
Warrington were difmifled from their employments : 
nay, when the Parliament met on the twentieth day 
of March, the Commons chofe for their Speaker Bnmet. 
Sir John Trevor, a violent partifan of that fa6iion,lJelcdircs. 
who had been created Mafter of the Rolls by the'.p,pJ|“j‘* 
late King. He was a bold, artful man, atid under- Ralph.* 
took to procure a majority to be at the devotion of 
the Court, provided he mould be fupplied with the 
neceflary fums for the purpofes of corruption. Wil- 
liam, finding there was no other way of maintaining 
his adminiflration In peace, thought proper to coun- 
tenance the pradtice of purchafingvotes, and appointed 
Trevor firft commiiRoner of the great leal. In 
his fpeech to the new Parliament, he gave them to 
underftand, that he Hill perfifted in his refolution of 
going in perfon to Ireland. He defired they would 
make a fettlement of the revenue, or ellablilh it for 
the prefent, as a fund of credit, upon which the ne- 
celTary fums for the fervice of the government might 
be immediately advanced : he fignified hia intention 
of fending to them an aft of grace, with a few ex- 
ceptions, that he might manifeft his readinefs to ex- 
tend liis proteftion to all his fubjeftsj and leave no 
Colour of excufe for raifing diHurbancesin his abfence, 
as he knew how bufy folue ill-alFefted men were in 
their endeavours to alter the eftablilhed government ; 
he recommended an union with Scotland, the Parlia- 
ment of which had appointed commiflioners for that 
purpofe ; he told them he fhould leave the admini- 
ftration in the hands of the Queen, and defired they 
would prepare an aft to confirm her authority s fee 
exhorted them to difpatchtha bufinefs fotTvliich they 
were alTembled, to avoid debates, and expreC^ 

* <3- Q hope 
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'BOOK hope that they •fliould foot) meet again, to finifli what 
j t , might be now left imperfe(5t. 

§ XXIII. The Commons, in ,compli.'vncc witli 
his requeft, voted a lupply of twelve hundred thou-, 

' fand pounds, one million of that fum to be raifed by 

a claufe of credit in the revenue-bills ; but ho. could 
not prevail upon therii to fettle the revenue for life. 
They granted, however, the hereditary excite for 
that term, but the cuftoms for four years only., 
They conliidered this fhort term as the beft fecurity 
the kingdom could have. for frequent Parliaments; 
though this precaution was not at all agreeable tO' 
their fovereign, A 'poll- bill was likewife palled; 
other fupplies were granted, and both parties feemed 
to court his Majefty, by advancing money on thofe 
funds of credit. The Whigs, however, had another 
battery in referve. , They produced, in the Upper 
Houle, a bill for recognizing their Majedies as the 
rightful and lawful fovereigns of thefe realms, and 
for declaring all the ad'ts of the lad Parliament to be 
good and valid. The Tories were now reduced to 
a very perplexed lituation. They could not opppfe 
the bill without hazarding the intereil: they had f» 
lately acquired, nor allent to it without folcmnly re- 
nouncing - their former arguments and dillindions, 
They matle no great objedlions to the firfl’ part, and 
even propofed to enaiSl, That thole fliould be deemed- 
good laws for the time to come ; but they refufed to 
declare them valid- for that -which was pad.-, After a 
long debate, the bill was committed yet the Whigs 
loft their, majority on the report ; neverthelcfs, the 
bill was recovered, and pafled with feme alteration, 
in the worda , in confequence of a nervous, fpirited 
proteftj . . -figned Bolton, Macclesfield, Stamford, 
Newport, Bedford, Herbert, - Suffolk, .MonmouLh-, 
Delamere, and. Oxford. - The wholeiintereft-of, the 
court was thrown into the, -fcale with this^bill, before 
jh would- preponderate againft the -Tories;'. ; the ohiefs 
of whom, with the Earl of Ncfttingharn, 'Ut their 

' ' • ' head. 
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head, protefted in their turn. The fame party incilAP. 
the Honfe of Commons were determined upon a 
vigorous oppoiition ; and in the mean lime fome 
iriiling ohjeolions were made, that it might be com- 
mitted for amendment 5 but iheir ddign was pre- 
maturely difeovered by one of their fadfion, who 
chanced to quoifion the legality of the Convention, 
as it was not • lilnimoned by the King’s writ. This 
infinuation was anfwered by Somers, the Solicitor- 
General, who obferved, that if it was not a legal 
Parliament, they who were then met, and who had 
taken the oaths enabled by that Parliament, were 
guilty of high-ireafon : the laws repealed by it were 
flill in force : it was their duty, therefore, to returii 
to King James ; and all concerned in colle6ling and 
paying the money levied by the adls of that Pailia- 
ment were highly criminal. The Tories were fo 
llruck with thefc arguments, that the bill pafled withi 
out further oppoiition, and immediatolj' received 
tlie royal aflcnt. Thus the lettletnent was confirmed 
by thofe very people who had f'o loudly ex- 
claimed againft it as illegal : but the Whigs, with 
all their management, would not have gained theit 
point, had not the Court been intereited in the 
difpute, 

§ XXIV. There was another violent contefl; be- 
tween the two parties, ‘ on the import of a bill re- 
quiring all fubjeifls in dfEcc'to abjure King James, 
on pain ofimprifonment. Though the clergy were at 
firft exempte.d from this teft, the main body of the 
Tories- oppoled it with great vehemence ; while the 
Whigs, under countenance of the miniflry, fup- 
potted it with equal vigour. It produced long and 
violent debates ; and the fkiftions feemed pretty 
equally balanced. At length, the Tories reprelented 
to the King, that a great deal 'of precious time would 
be loft in fruitlefs altercation ; that thofe who de- 
clared againft the bill would grow fullen and in- 
tradlable, fo as to oppofe every other motion that 

'2 mish« 
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BOOK roacle for tlie.King^s fervice: that, in cafa 

t I of U8 b^ing carried, his Majcfly mufl flUl again into 
tho hand of the Whigs, who would renew their former 
pradlices agabft the prerogative; and many in., 
dividnals, who were now either w'ell aftedied to him, 
or at ieaft’ neutral, would become Jacobites from re-r 
ff ntment. • Theie fuggeftions had fuch weight with 
King William, ’ that he fent an intimation to the 
Commons, defiring they would drop the debate, and 
proceed . to matters that were more prefiing. The 
■yyhigs in, general were difgufted at this interpolitjon; 
and , the Bad of Shrewfbury, w'ho interefted him? 
felf warmlv in behalf of the bill, refentecl it fo deeply, 
drat he infifted on refigning his office of Secretary of 
State. ' ' Th'o King, who revered his talents and inr 
tegrity, -employed Dr. TiUotfon and others, who 
jsvero I'uppofed to have credit' with the Earl, to clifr 
fuado him from qviitting his employment-; but he 
eontiny.ed deaf to all their remonftrances, and would 
not ¥Yen , comply wdth the requeft gf his Majeily, 
.who prefled him to keep the feals yntil he fbould 
{foturu-ftotn Ireland... Long debates were likewife 
'managed in the Houfe of Lgrds, upon the bill of 
abjuration, or rather an oath of fpecial fidelity to 
William, in oppoficion to James. The Tories pror 
foffed. thcmfelves willing to enter into a negative en- 
gagement againll the .'late^inig and his adherents ; 
but they opposed tho-gath m abjuration with all their 
might; and the House was fo eqixally -divided that 
neither fide was willing to haijard a degtfion ; fg that 
■all the fruit of their debates was a prolongation of the 
ffiffion. • . : , , . . . 

XXY, An ad^ .was. prepared for -iave fling th^ 
.Queen with the- adminiftration during- the King’s 
abiehce } another for rcyerfjng the judgment qh a 
■Qw WavrantQ agabft - the city of London, andfst 
floring if to its anciept^rights- and privileges ; and 
At length, the billqf ihdemnity fo cordially roeom-r 

" mended 
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mended by the King piifled both Houfes*, On the c n A P, 
twcnty-firil day of May, the King clofed the feifion ^ / 

with a lliort Ipeech, in which he thanked them for 
the fuppliea they had granted ; and recommended to 
them a punflual difeharge of their duties in their 
refpedtive counties, that the peace of the Nation 
might not be interrupted in his abfence. The 
Houfes were adjourned to the feventU day of July; 
when the Parliament was prorogued and adjourned 
fucceffively. As a further fecurity for the peace of 
the kingdom, the deputy-lieutenants were authorifed 
to raife the militia in cafe of neceffity. All Papilla 
'were prohibited to ftir above five miles from their 
refpeftive places of abode : a proclamation was pub- 
lifhed for apprehending certain difaffedled perfons : 

Sir John Cochran and Fergufon were adually ar- 
Telled, on fufpicion of trealbnable pradlices. On 
the fourth day of June the King fet out for Ireland, 
attended by Prince George of Denmark, the Duke 
of Ormond, the Earls of Oxford, Scarborough, 
Manchefler, and many other perfons of difliiuSlion? 
qn the fourteenth day of the month he landed at 
'Carrickfergus, from whence he immediately pro- 
ceeded to Belfad, where he was met by the Duke of 
Schorabefg, the Prince of Wirteraberg, Major- 
General Kirke, and other officers. By this time 
Colonel Wolley, at the head of a thoufand men, had 
defeated a ftrong detachment of the enemy near Bel- 
turbat ; Sir John Lanier had "taken Bedloe-cafllc ; 
and that of Chailemont, a flroog poll of great im- 

♦ The followins ppisoxis wcie excepted fronj the beiiefiL of thi$ 
act. William, ^ldlc^uis of Powis j Tlieophdu^. Kail of Iluntuig- 
don 5 Ttnbcrt, Earl of Ruiulerlaud ; John, Earl ofMeUbrC; Hopper, 

Emi of Castleiiiain j Nathamcl, Eoid Bishop of Durham ; ThorwqsSfc 
T 40 i:d Bishop of St. David’s Henry, JwOrd Do^ei i Loid Thctmaa 
Howanl Sir Edward Hales, Sir Erancis Withers, Sir I^dward Lut- 
wyfch. Sir Thomas.. Jcrlner, ’ Sir Nicholas Butler, Sif Williani Ite- 
Sir Richard Holloway, Sir Richard Heath, Sir Roger L*Bh 
trange, William Molineux. Tlioi!la& Tyiutesly, Colonel Townly^j 
Colbiiel Lundy, Robert Biwti Edwora Mmgaa, Philip Stirtori, 

Richard Graham, EcUwdPcire, ObodiuU Wall^er, Mattliew' Oronejj 
and George Lord Jdfues, deceased. 
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BOOK portancc, together with Balingary, near Cavan, had 

^ ,heen reduced. King William having repoted hiini- 
fclf for two or three days at Belfaft, viiited the Duke’s 
head- quarters at Lifburne; then advancing to Hillf- 
borough, publiflied an order againft prefling horfes, , 
and , <ltommitting , violence on the country-people. 
When fome of his general-officers propofed cautious 
meafures, ho declared he- did hot come to Ireland to 
let the grafs grow under his feet. He ordered the 
army to encamp and be reviewed at Lough brilland, 
where he found it amount to Gx-and-thirty thoufand' 
eftedfive men well appointed. Then he marched to 
Dundalk. ; and afterwards advanced to Ardee, which 
the enethy had juft abandoned, 

^ XXVI. King James trufted fo much to the 
difputes in the Englifh Parliament, that he did not ' 
believe his fon-in-law would be able to quit that 
kingdom; and William had been fix days in Ireland 
before he received intimation of his arrival. This 
was no fboner known, than he left Dublin under the 
guard of the militia commanded by Lutrrel, and 
with a reinforcement of fix thoufand infantry, 
which he had lately received from France, joined 
the refl' of his forces, which now almoft equalled 
William’s .army in number, cxclufive of about fif- - 
teeni thoufand men who remained in different garri- 
fons. He occupied a very advantageous poft! on the 
jbank of the Boyne, and, contrary to the. advice of 
his general officers, refolved to fland battle, They 
propofed to flrengthen their garrifons, and retire 
,to tKe Shannon, to wait the eflem of the operations at 
fea. Louis ■ had promifed to equip a powerful ar- 
mamedt againff the Englifh ifleet, and fend over a 
great- number" of fmall frigates to deftroy William’s 
tranfports, a,s foon as their convoy ' fhoulcl be re-? 
turned -to England, The execution' of this feheme 
was not at aiL- dij^cult, ,and muft have proved- fatal 
to the Engliffi army;, for their flores and ammuni- 
tibn were ftill on board ; the fiiips failed along the 

Coaft: 
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coaft as the troops advanced in their njarch; andciTAP. 
there was not one fecure harbour into which they 
could retire on any emergency. James, . however, i^o. 
was bent upon hazarding an engagement ; and ex- 
prelied uncommon confidence and alacrity. Befides 
the river, which was deep, his front was fecured by 
a morals and a rifing-ground : fo that the Englifh 
jirmy could not attack him without nianifeft difad- 
vantage. ' 

§ XXVII. King William marched up to the 
oppofite bank of the river, and, as he reconnoitred 
their fituation, was expofe'd to the fire of fome field 
pieces, which the enemy piirp'ofely planted againft 
his perfon. They killed a -man and two horles clofe 
t/y him ; and the fecond bu)let rebounding from the 
fearth, grazed upon his right (houlder, fo as to carry 
' off part of his clothes and Ikin, and produce a 
confiderable contufion. This accident, which he 
bore without the Icaft emotion, created fome con-i 
fufion among bis attendants, which the enemy per- 
ceiving, concluded he was killed, and fhouted aloud 
in token of their joy. Tlie whole camp refounded 
with acclamation •, and I'everal fquadrons of their 
horfe were drawn down towards the river, as if 
they had intended to pafs it immediately and attack 
the Englifli army. The report was infiantly com- 
municated from place to place, until it reached 
Dublin ; from thence it was conveyed to Paris, 
where, contrary to the cullom of the French court, 
the people were encouraged to celebrate the event 
with bonfires and illuminations. William rode along 
the line to fhow himfelf to the army after this nar- 
row efcape. At night he called a council of. war; 
and declared his refolution to attack the enemy in 
the morning. Schomberg at firft oppofed his de- 
fign ! but finding the King 'determined, he advi- 
fed that a ftrong detachment of horfe and ^ foot 
fliould that night pafs the Boyne at Slane-bridge; 
and take poll between the enemy and the pafs of 

Duleck, 
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BOOK Buleck, that the adtion might be the more decifive, 

t y j This covinfel b^ing rejedted, the King detetmined, 
i^J!7 that, early in the morning, Lieutenant-General 
Douglas, with the right wing of infantry, and young 
Schoroberg, with the horfe, -fliould pafs at Slane- 
bridge, while the main body of foot fliould force 
their paflage at Old-bridge, and the left at certain 
fords between the enemy’s camp and Droghedat 
The Duke, perceiving his advice was not reliflied 
by the Dutch Generals, retired to his tent, where 
the order of battle being brought to him, he re-i 
C.eive4 it with an air of difeontent, faying, it was the 
iitft that had ever been fent him in that manner. 
The proper difpofitions being made, William rode 
quite through the army by torch-light, and then re, 
tired toi his tent, after having given orders' for the 
foldiers to diftinguifli themfelvcs from the enemy, 
by wearing green, boughs in their hats during the 
ft^ion. 

^ XXYIII. At o’clock in the morning, Ge- 
■ petal Douglas, with young Schpinberg, the Karl of 
j?ortland, and Auverquerque, marched towards 
51 ane-bridge, and pafled the river with very little 
oppofition. When they reached the farther bank, 
fhey perceived the enemy drawn up in two lines, 
to a conflderable qumber of horfe and foot, with, a 
morafs in their front \ fo that Douglas was obliged 
tq wait for a reinforcement. This being arrived, 
the infantry was led on to the charge tbrongh the 
morafs* while Count Schomberg rocl.e round it with 
bis cavalry, , to attack the enemy in- flank. The 
Irifli, ipftead of waiting the aflault* faced ahonf? 
and retreated tnwards. Duleck with feme precip^ta-* 
tion} yet not fo fafl, but that Schomberg fplHn 

among, their rear, anfl. did conflderable piteQution^ 
King James, , however, foon reinforced hia left wing 
from til# centre;, and. .the Count was m hiSiWh 
obliged to . fend fo^ . aififtance, ,At this jiundlure? 
J^ing! William’ s'main body, conflftjpg of the Dut<?h 

guards, 
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guajds, the French regiments, and forae battalions c li a p. 
of Bngliih, pailccl the river, which was waift high, 
tinder a general difeharge of artillery. |ving James 
had imprudently removed his cannon from the other 
fide 5 but he had polled a ftrong body of muf^ 
quctcers along the bank, behind hedges, houfes, and 
fome works raifed for the occafion. Thefe poured 
in a clbfe fire upon the Engliiii troops before they 
reached the fliore ; but it produced very little effedl ; 
then the Irifii gave way ; and fotne battalions landed 
without further oppofiiion. Yet, before they could 
form, they were charged with great impetuofity by 
a fquadron of the enemy’s horfe ; and a confiderable 
body of their cavalry and foot, commanded by Gene* 
jar Hamilton, advanced from behind fome little hil- 
locks to attack thofe that were landed, as well as 
to prevent the reft from reaching the fhore. Hia 
infantry turned their backs and flee] immediately j 
but the horfe charged with incredible fury, both upon 
the bank and in the river, fo as to jjut the unformed 
regiments in confulton. Then the Duke of Scliom* 
berg pafling the river in perfon, put himfelf at the 
head of the l‘'rench Proteflants, and pointing to the 
enemy; “Gentlemen, (laid be,) thofe are your per- 
“ fecutors with thefe words he advanced to the 
attack, where ho himfelf fuflained a violent onfet 
from a party of the Irifh horfe, which had broke 
through one of the regiments, and were now on 
their return. They were miflaken for Englifli, 
and allowed to gallop up to the Duke, who received 
two fevere wounds in the htad: but the French 
regiments being now fenfible of ’ their miflak.e, 
raSijly threw in their fire upon the Irifli while 
they were engaged with the Duke; and inflead 
faving, fhot him dead upon the fpot. . The fate 
of this General had well nigh proved fatal to the 
Englilh army, which was immediately involved in 
tutwult and diforder; while the infantry of King 
James rallied, and returned to their polls with a face 
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BOOK of refoUuion. '1‘lioy were jnfl’ reafly to fall upon 
the centre, when Iving William having palled with 
the left wing, compofecl of the Danilh, Dutch, and 
Innilkillin liorl'e, advanced to attack them on the 
right. They were llruck with Inch a piiiick at his 
appearance, that they made a ludden halt, and then 
facing about, retreated to the village of Dunmorc. 
There they made fuch a vigorous lland, that the 
Dutch and Danilh horfc, though headed by tlwS 
King in perfon, recoiled ; even the InnilkillinerS 
gave way ; and the whole wing would have been 
routed, had not a detachment of dragoons, belong- 
' ing to the regiment of Cunningham and Levifon, 
difmounted, and lined the hedges on cacii fide of 
the defile through which the fugitives were driven. 
There they did fuch execution upon the purfuers, 
as foon checked their ardour, The horle, which 
were broken, had now time to rally, and returning 
to the charge, drove the enemy belbre them in their 
turn. In this a^Uon General Hamilton, who had 
been the life and foul of the Ivilli during the whole 
engagement, was wounded and taken ; an incident 
which dd’eouraged them to fuch a degree, i hat they 
made no further efforts to retrieve the advantage 
they had loft. He was immediately brought to 
the King, who aJlced him if he thought the IriDi 
would make any further refiftance ; anti he replied, 
“ Upon my honour, I believe they will ; for they 
have ftill a good body of horfe entire.” William, 
eying him with a look of dil'dain, repeated, “ Your 
“ honour ! your honour !” bur took no other notice 
of his hs'ung atfted contrary to his engagement, 
when he was permitted to go to Ireland, on 'pro- 
mife of perfuading 'I'yrtvmnel to fubmit to the 
new government. 'J'hc In lb now abandoned the 
field with precipitation ; but the French and Swift 
troops, jhat at^ted as th^ir auxiliaries, .under Lauaun, 
retreated in good order, after having maintained 
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the battle ibv Tome time with intrepidity and per- c n a P. 
feveranre, ^ ^ ^ 

^ XXIX. As King William di<l not think pro- 
per to purfue the enemy, the carnage was not great. 

The Irilh loft fifteen hundred men, and the Englifii 
about one third of that number; though the victory 
was dearly purchafed, confidering the death of the 
gallant Duke of Schomberg, who fell in the eiglity- 
fccond year of his age, after having rivalled the 
beft Generals of the time in military reputation. He 
was defeended of a noble family in the Palatinate, 
and his mother was an Englifh woman, daughter 
of Lord Dudley. Being obliged to leave his coun- 
try, on account of the troubles by which it was agi- 
tated, he commenced a foldier of fortune, and 
ferved fucceftively in the armies of Holland, Eng- 
land, France, Portugal, and Brandenburg. He 
attained to the dignities of Marefcbal in France, 
Grandee in Portugal, Generaliftimo in PrufBa, and 
Duke ill England. He profelied the Proteftant re- 
ligion ; was courteous .and humble in his deport- 
ment cool, penetrating, refolute, and fagacious ; 
nor was his probity interior to his courage. This 
battle likewife proved fatal to the brave Caillemote, 
who had followed the Duke's fortunes, and com- 
manded one of the Proteftant regiments. After 
having received a mortal wound, he was carried 
back through the river by four foldie'rs, and though 
almoft in the agonies of death, he with a cheirful 
countenance encouraged ihofe who were croiling to 
do their duty, exclaiming, J la ghirc, vusenfims; 
a la glotre! To glory, riiy lads; to glory!”* The 
third remarkable perlon who loft his life on this oc- 
cafion, was Walker the Clergyman, who htul fo va- 
liantly defended Londonderry againft the whole army 
of King James. He had been very gnicloully re- 
ceived by King William, wljo gratified hinj with a 
reward of five thoufand pounds, and a promile of 
farther ft vopr; but, his military genius ibll predo- 

minating, 
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ObOOK minaiing, be attended his myal patron in this bat- 
tic, and, being (hot in the l')cl)y, died in a few 
minutes. The pevfons of didind-Uon who fell on the 
other (ide were the Lords Dongan and Carlingford; 
Sir Ncile 0‘Ncile, and the Marquis of Hoequin- 
court. James himfelf flood aloof during the adtion, 
on the hill of Dunmore, furrounclecl with fomc fqua- 
drons of horfe ; and feeing vidlory declare againfl: 
him, retired to Dublin, uiihoiU h.aving made the 
lead effort to re-aflemble his broken forces. Had 
he poflefled eithef fpirit or conduct, his army might 
have been rallied, and reinforced from his garrifons, 
fo as to be in a condition to keepi, the field, and even 
a6l upon the offenfive ; for his loi’s was inconiider- 
able, and the vidlor did not attempt to moleft bis 
troops in their retreat — an omiflion wliich has been 
charged upon him as a flagrant infiance of mifcondudl. 
Indeed, through the whole of this engagement, 
William’s perfonal courage was much more con- 
fpicuous than his military Ikill. 

§ XXX. King James no fooncr arrived at Dub- 
lin, than he aflembled the niagillratcs anti council 
of the city, and in a (liort fpeech refigned them to 
the fortune of the vidlor. lie complained of the 
cowardice of the Iiifh ; flgnified his rcfolution of 
leaving the kingdom immediately ; forbade tliera, on 
their allegiance, to burn or plunder the city after his 
departure j and aflured them, that, though he was 
obliged to yield to force, he would never ceafe to 
labour for their deliverance. Next day he let out 
for Waterford, 'attended by the Duke of. Berwick, 
Tyrconnel, and the Marquis of Fowls. He ordered 
all the bridges to be broken down behind him, and 
embarked in a vclfel which had been prepared for 
his reception. At fca he fell in with^he French 
fquadron, commanded by the Sieur de Foran, who 
perfuaded him to go op board one of his frigates, 
which was a prime Tailcr. In this he was fafely con- 
veyed to France, and returned ter the place of his 

former 
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former refidence at St. Germain’s. He had noCHAP. 
Iboner quitted Dublin, than it was alfo abandoned 
by all the Papifls. The Proteflants immediately 
took polleflion of the arms belonging to the militia, 
under the condu(il of the bifhops of Meath and 
Limerick. A Committee was formed to take charge 
of the admimftration : and an account of thefe trani- 
ac^ions was tranfmitied to King William, together 
with a petition, that he would honour the city with 
hisprefence. 

^ XXXI. On the morning after the battle of the 
Boyne, William fent a detachment of horfe and foot, 
under the command of M. Mellionere, to Drog- 
heda, the governor of which furrendered the place 
without oppolition. The King, at the head of the 
army, began his march for Dublin, and halted the 
firft night at Bally-Breghan, where, having received 
advice of the enemy’s retreat from the capital, he 
fent the Duke of Ormond, with a body of horfe, to 
take poflelRon. Thefe were immediately followed 
by the Dutch guards, who fecured the caftle. In a 
few days the King encamped at Finglas, in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin where he was vifited by 
the Bilhops of Mealh and Limerick, .at the head of 
the Protellant clergy, whom he allured of his favour 
and protedlion. Then he publiflied a declaration of 
pardon to all the common people who had ferved 
againft him, provided they Ihould return to theic 
dwellings, and furrender their arms by the firfl: day 
of Auguft. Thofe that rented lands of popifli pro- 
prietors who had been concerned in tne rebellion 
were required to retain their rents in their own hands, 
until they Ihould liave notice from the commiffioners 
of the revenue to whom they Ihould be paid. The 
defperate leaders of the rebellion, who had violated 
the laws of the kingdom, called in ihe French, au- 
thprifed the depredations whkh had been committed 
upon Proteflants, and rejeaed the pardon offered, 
to them on the King’s firft proclamation, were left to 
’ the 



K the event' of war, ualefs by evident clcmonOriUions of • 
^ repentance they /hould deferve merry, which would 
never be refufed to thofe who were truly penitent, ! 
The next Hep taken by King William was to iillie a | 
proclamation, reducing the bvafs money to nearly its 
mtrinlick value. In the mean time, the principal 
officers in the army of James, after having fecn him f 
embark at Waterford, returned to their troops, de- 
termined to profccute the war as long as they could 
be fupplied with means to fupport their operations. 

■ § XXXII. During thefc iranfadlions, the Queen, 
as Regent, found herfclf furrounded with mimbcrlefs | 
cares and perplexities. Her council was pretty ; 
equally divided into Whigs and Tories, who did [ 
not always adl with unanimity. She was dklra^lcd 
between her apprchenlions for her father’s fafety and 
her hufband’s life : Hie was threatened with an in- 
vafion by the French fiom abroad, and with an in- 
furredlion by the Jacobites at home. Neverihclefs, 

Ihe difguifed her fears, and behaved with equal pru- | 
dcnce and fortitude. Advice being received that a- 
fleet was ready to fail from Brcfl, Lord ^I'orrington 
hoillerl liis flag in the Downs, and fliilccl round to St, 
Jiclcn’s, in order to aflcmblc fuch a number of fliips 
as would enable him to give them battle. The enemy 
being difeovered off Plymouth, on the twentieth day 
of June, the Englifh Admiral, reinforced with a 
Dutch fquadron, llood out to fea, with a view to in- 
tercept them at the back of the iJle of Wight, tliould 
they prefume to fail up the channel ; not that he 
thought bimfelf ftrong enough to cope w'ilh them in 
battle. Their fleet confifled of feventy-eight fliios 
of war, and two-and' twenty firefliips ; whereas, the 
combined fquadrons of England and Holland did 
not exceed fix-and-fifty ; but he had received orders 
to hazard an engagement, if he thought it might be 
done with any profpedl of fuccefs. After the hoftile 
fleets had continued five^days in fight of each other, 
Lord Torringtpn bore down upon the enemy off’ 

BeacUy- 
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Bcacliy-headj on the thirtieth day of June, at clay- CHAP, 
break. The Dutch fquadron, which compoled the , , 

van, began the engagement about nine in the morn- i^o 
mg : in about lialf an hour the blue divilion of the 
Englifli were close engaged with the rear of the 
French: but the reel, which formed the centre, 
under the command of Torrington in pcvfon, dici 
not fill the line till ten o’clock, fo that the Dutch 
were almoft furrounded by the enemy, and, though 
they fought with great valour, fuftained confiderable 
damage. At length, the Admiral’s divifion drove 
between them and the French, and in that lltuation 
the fleet anchored about five in the afternoon, when 
the adlion was interrupted by a calm. The Dutch 
had fuftcred fo feverely, that Torrington thought it 
would be imprudent to renew the battle ; he, there- 
fore, weighctl anchor in the night, and with the tide 
of flood retired to the eafl ward. The next day the 
difabled fliips were deftroyed, that they might not 
be retarded in their rctieat. They were purfued as 
flir as Kye ; an Englifh fliip of feventy guns being 
ilrancled near Winchelfca, was fet on fire, and de- 
ferted, by tlie Captain’s command. A Dutch (hip 
of fixty-four guns met with the fame accident, and 
fome French frigates attempted to burn her; but the 
Captain defended her fo vigoroufly that they were 
obliged to defifl, and he afterwards found means to 
carry her fafe to Holland. In this engagement the 
Englifh lofi two fhips, two fea-captains, and about 
four hundred men; but the Dutch were more unfor- 
tunate ; Six of tlieir great fliips were deflxoyed. 

Dick and Brackel, Rear-Admirals, w'ere flain, toge- 
ther with a great number of inferior officers and fea- 
men. Torrington retreated without further inter- 
ruption into tlie mouth of the Thames; and, having 
taken precaution againft any attempts of the enemy 
in that quarter, returned lo^ondon, the inhabitants 
of which were overwhelmed with confternation. 
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BOOK § XXXIIL Th? governineut was inrc<5lod with 
t , the fame panick. The minillry pretended to believe 
that the French adlcd in concert with the malcon- 
tents of the nation ; that inlurre(!‘lions in the ditlercnr 
parts of the kingdom bad been projedlcd by the 
Jacobites ; and that there would be a general revolt- 
in Scotland. Thcfe infmuations were circulated by 
the court-agents, in order to juflify, in the opinion 
of the publick, the mcaiures that were deemed nc- 
ceflary at this jundlure ; and they produced the de- 
fired etFedl. The apprehenhons thus artfully railed 
among the people inflamed their averfion to nonju- 
rors and Jacobites. Addrefles were prefented to the 
Queen by the Cornifli tinners, by the Lieutenancy of 
Micldlefex, and by the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Lieutenancy of London, filled with profeflions of 
loyalty, and promifes of fupporting their Majefties, 
as their lawful fovercigns, againft all oppolition. 
The Queen, at this crifls, exhibited remarkable 
proofs of courage, a<!ilivity, and dUcrction. She 
iflhed out proper orders and dircdlions for putting 
the nation in a poflure of defence, as well as fur 
refitting and augmenting the fleet : Ihc took mcafurcs 
foe appearing the refentment of the Statcs-Gcneral, 
who exclaimed againfl the Earl of Torrington for 
' ' his behaviour in the late adion. He was deprived 

of his command, and fent prisoner to the Tower ; 

, and commifiioners were appointed to examine the 

particular circumflances of his condudl'. A camp 
was formed in the neighbourhood of Torbay, where 
* the French feemed to threaten a defeent. Their 

fleet, which lay at anchor in the bay, cannonaded a 
fmall village .called Tingmouth. About a ihoufand 
of their men landed without oppolition, fet fire 
to the place, and burned a few coalling veflelss then 
they re-embarked, and returned to Breft, fo vain 
of this achievement, that they prmted a pompous 
account of their invafion. Some of the Whig par- 
tifans ^publilhed pamphlets, and* diffufed reports, 

implying. 
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implying, that the fufpendcd bifliopa were con- CHAP, 
cenied in the confpiracy againll the government! and ^ , 

thelc arts proved lb inflammatory among the com- loyoT ' 
mon people, that the prelates thought it ncceflkry to 
print a paper, in which they aflerted their innocence 
in the moft folemn proteflations. The court feems 
to have harboured no fuipicion agait.ft them, other- 
wife they would not have efcaped imprifonment. 

The Quden iffued a proclamation for apprehending 
the Earls Lichfield, Aylefbury, and Caftlemain ; 
Vifeount Prefton; the Lords Montgomery and 
Bellafis ; Sir Edward Hales, Sir Robert Tharold, 

Sir Robert Hamilton, Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe, 

Colonel Edward Sackville, and fome other officers, 

Tliefe were accufed of having confpired with other 
difaffedlecl perfons to diflurb and deftroy the govern- 
ment, and of a defign to concur with her Majefly’s 
enemies in the intended invafion. The Earl of 
Torrington continued a prisoner in the Tower till 
next feffion, when he was brought into tlie House 
of Commons, and made a fpeech in his own defence. 

His cafe produced long debates in the Upper 
Houfe, where the form of his commitment was 
judged illegal : at length he was tried by a court- 
martial, appointed by the commiffioners of the Ad- 
miralty, though not before an adi had pafied, de- 
claring the power of a Lord High-Admiral veiled in 
thofe commiffioners. The Prefident of the court 
was Sir Ralph Delaval, who had adled as Vice-Ad- 
miral of the Blue in the engagement. The Earl was 
acquitted, but the King difmifled him from the 
fervice; and the Dutch exclaimed againft the par- 
tiality of his judges. 

^ XXXIV. William is faid to have intercepted 
all the papers of his father-in-law and Tyrconnel, 
and to have learned from them, not only the defign 
projedled by the French to^burn the Englifh tranf- 
porrs, but likewife the undertaking of one Jones, 
who_ engaged to affaflinate King William. No fuch 

H 2 attempt, 
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K attempt, Iiovvcvcr, was made, uad, in all proba* 
bility, the whole report was a (iction, calculated to 
throw an odium on James’s chanider. On the ninth 
day of July, William dciached Oeneral Douglas witli 
a confiderable body of horse and foot towards Ath- 
lone, while he himfolf, having left Trclawncy to 
command at Dublin, advanced with the reft of his 
army to Inchiquin,, in his way to Kilkenny. Colo- 
nel Grace, the governor of Athlonc for King James, 
being fummoned to furrender, fired a pillol at the 
trumpeter, faying, “ These are my terms.” Then 
Douglas refolved to undertake the liege of the place, 
which was naturally very ftrong, and defended by a 
refolute garrison. An inconliderable breach was 
made, when Douglas, receiving intelligence that 
S.arsfield was on his march to the relief of the be- 
fieged, abandoned the enlerprifc, after having loll 
above four hundred men in the attempt, The King 
continued his march to the weflward ; and, by dint 
of fevere examples, cllablifliccl fucb order and dif- 
cipline in his aimy, that the pealants were focure 
from the lead violence. At Carlow he detached the 
Duke of Ormond to lake pollellion of Kilkenny, 
where that nobleman regaled him in his own cafllc, 
which the enemy had left undamaged. While the 
army encamped at Carrick, Major-General Kirke 
w, as lent to Waterford, the garrifon of which, con- 
fining of two regiments, capitulated, upon condition 
of marching out with their arms and baggage, and 
being conduced to Mallow, The fort of Dun- 
cannon was furrendered on the fame terms. Here 
the Lord Dover and the Lord George Howard were 
admitted to the benefit of the King’s mercy and 
protedion. 

§ XXXV. On the firft day of Auguft, William 
being at Chapel-Izard, publlfhed a fecoiid declara- 
tion of mercy, confirmi^ig the former, and even ex- 
' tending it to perfons of fuperior rank and Ilation, 
whether natives or foreigners, provided they w'ould, 

by 
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l)y the twcnly-fjfth clay of the month, lay clown their c H A P, 
arms, and fubmit to certain conditions. This offer 
of indemnity produced very little effedl ; for the 
Irifli were generally governed by their priells, and 
the news of the vitlory which the Frencn fleet had 
obtained over the Enghfli and Dutch was circulated 
with fuch exaggerations as elevated their fpii its, and 
effaced all thoughts of fubmlfTion. The King had 
returned to Dublin, with a view to embark for 
England ; but receiving notice that the deligns of 
his domeftick enemies were difeovered and fruf- 
trated, that the fleet was repaired, and the French 
navy retired to Breft, he poAponed liis voyage, and 
refolved to reduce Limerick ; in which Monfieur 
Boifleleau commanded as Governor, and the Duke 
of Berwick and Colonel Sarsfield adled as inferior 
officers. On the ninth day of Augufl, the King 
having called in his detachment, and advanced into 
the neighbourhood of the place, fummoned the 
commander to deliver the town; and Boifleleau 
anfwcred, that he imagined the bed way to gam the 
good opinion of the Prince of Orange would be a 
vigorous defence of the town which his Majofly had 
committed to his charge. Before the place was fully 
invefled. Colonel Sarsfield, with a body of boric 
and dragoons, pafled the Shannon in the night, in- 
tercepted the King’s tram of artillery on its way to 
the camp, routed the troops that guarded it, difabled 
the cannon, deAroyecl the cariiagcs, waggons and 
ammunition, and returned in fafeiy to Limerick. 
Notwithftanding this difafter, the trenches were 
opened on the feventeenth day of the month, and a 
battery was raifed with fome cannon brought from 
Waterford. The fiege was carried on with vigour, 
and the place defended with great refolution. At 
length, the King ordered his troops to make a lodge- 
ment in the covered way oi^counterfcarp, which was 
accordingly affaulted with great fury : but the 
aflailants met with fuch a warm reception from the 

belieged. 
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BOOK beficgccl, that they were ivpulfnl with the loCs of 
twelve hundred men, either killed on the fpot or 
nrovtally wounded. This dilvappointment concur- 
ring with the badnefs of the weather, which became 
rainy and unwholefome, induced the King to re- 
nounce his undertaking. The heavy baggage and 
cannon being fent away, the army decamped, and 
marched rewards Clonmel. 'William having con- 
llitiUed the Lord Sydney and T'homas Coningfliy 
Lords Juftices of Ireland, and left the command of 
the army with Count Solmes, embarked at Dun- 
cannon with Prince George of Denmark, on the 
fifth of September, and next day arrived in King- 
Road, near Briftol, from whence he repaired to 
W'indfor. 

§ XXXVI. About the latter end of this month 
the Earl of Marlborough arrived in Ireland, with 
five' thouland Englith troops to attack Cork and 
Kinfale, in conjundtion wirh a dei.achment from the 
great army, according to a fcheme he had pro- 
pofed to King William. Having landed his foldiers 
without much oppofltion in the neighbourhood of 
Cork, he was joined by five thoufind men, under 
the Prince of Wirtemberg, between wliom and the 
Earl a difpute arofe about the command ; but this 
was compromifed by the interpoiition of La Mclli- 
onere. ‘ The place being invefled, and the batteries 
raifed, the befiegers proceeded with I’uch rapidity 
that a breach was foon effected. Colonel Mackilli- 
cut, the governor, demanded a parley, and hoflagcs 
were exchanged ; but he rejeacd the conditions 
that were offered, and hoftilities recommenced 
with redoubled vigour. The Duke of Grafton, 
who ferved on this occafion as a volunteer, was 
mortally wounded in one of the attacks, and died 
regretted as a youth of promifing talents. Prepa- 
rations being made for a,general afTault, the befieged 
thought proper to capitulate, and furrendered 
themfelves prifoners of war, Befides the Governor 
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and Colonel llicaut, the vitflor found the Earls ofcllAi*. 
Clancarte and 'ryrone among the individuals of 
the garrifon. Marlborough having taken poflef- 
lion of Cork, detached Brigadier Villiers with a body 
of horfe and dragoons to fummon the town and 
forts of Kinfalc, and next day advanced with the 
reft of the forces. The old fort was immediately 
taken by aftault; but Sir Edward Scott, who com- 
manded the otlier, fnftained'a regular liege, until 
the breach was pradficable, and then obtained an 
honourable capitulation. Thefe maritime places be- 
ing reduced, all communication between France 
and the enemy, on this lide of the illand, was cut 
off, and the Irifh were confined to Ulder, where 
they could not fublift without great difficulty. Th? 

Earl of Marlborough having finilhed this expedition 
in thirty days, returned with his prifonerg to England, 
where the lame of this exploit added greatly to his 
reputation, 

^ XXXVII. During thefe tranfadlions, Count 
de Lauzun, commander of the French auxiliaries 
in Ireland, lay inadtive in the neighbourhood of Gal- 
way, and tranfmitted fuch a lamentable account of 
his lituation to the court of France, that tranfports 
were fent over, to bring home the French forces. 

In thefe he embarked with his troops, and the com- 
mand of the Irifh forces devolved to the Duke of- 
Berwick, though it was afterwards transferred to M, 

St. Kuth. Lauzun was difgraced at Verfailles for 
having deferred the caufe before it was del’perate : 
Tyrconnel, who accompanied him in the voyage, 
folicited the French court for a further fupply of 
officers, arms, clothes; and ammunition for the 
Irilli army, which he laid would continue "firm to 
the intereft of King James, if thus fupported. Mean 
while they formed themlelves into leparate, bodies 
of freebooters, and plundered the country, under 
the appellation of Rapphries ; while the troops 
King Willi?iin cither enioyed their cafe in quar- 
ters, 
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11 0 o K tera, or iniitatetl the rapine of the enemy; fo that, 

, between both, the poor people were aiiicrably har- 

j(,J^ railed. 

§ XXXVni. The affairs of the continent had 
not yet tmclcrgonc any change of importance, ex- 
cept in the conduct of the Duke of Savoy, vvho 
renounced his neutrality, engaged in an alliance 
•with the I'lmperor and King of Spain ; and, in a 
word, acceded to the grand confederacy. He had 
no Iboner declared himfelf than Catinat, the French 
General, entered his territories at the head of eigh- 
teen thoufand men, and defeated him in a pitched 
battle near S.alnces, which immediately furrendered 
to the conqueror. Then he reduced Savillana, 
Villa Franca, with fcveral other places, purfued the 
Duke to Carignan, furpriised Suza, and diftributed 
his forces in winter-quarters, partly in Provence, 
and partly in the duchy of Savoy, which St. Kuth 
had lately reduced under the dominion of France. 
Tlie Duke finding himfelf difappointed in the fuc- 
cours he expedted from the Emperor and the King 
of Spain, demanded alllfiance of the States-Gene- 
ral and King William : to this lali he lent an am- 
ballaclor, to congratulate him upon his accflFion to 
the throne of Engknd. The confcdenalcs in their 
General Congrefs .at the Hague, had agreed that the 
army of the States under Prince WaUlcck fhould op- 
pofe the forces of PVance, commanded by the Duke 
of Luxembourg in Flanders ; while the Elcdlor of 
Brandenburgh Ihould obferve the Marquis de Bouf- 
fiers on the Mofelle ; but, before the troops of Bran- 
denburgh could be allembled, Boufflers encamped 
between the Sambre and the Meufe, and maintained 
a free communication with Luxembourg, 

§ XXXIX Prince Wakleck underftanding that 
this General intended to crofs the Sambre between 
Namur and Charleroy, ip order to lay the Spanilh 
territories under contribution, decamped from the 
river Picton, and detached the Comat of Berio, with 

a great 
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a great body of horfe, to obferve the motions of chap 
the enemy. He was encountered by the French ^ . 

army near Fleums, and Haiti; and his troops, though i^oT 
fupported by two other detachments, were hardly 
able to rejoin the main body, which continued all 
night in order of battle. Next day they were at- 
tacked by the French, who were greatly fuperior to 
them in number : after a very obfljnatc engagement 
the allies gave way, leaving about five thoufand 
men dead upon the field of battle. The enemy took 
about four thoufand prifoners, and the greatefi. part 
of their artillery ; but the vicEtory was dearly bought. 

The Dutch infantry fought with furprizing refolu- 
tion and fuccefs. The Duke of Luxembourg owned, 
with furprize, that they had furpafTed the Spanifli foot, 
at the battle of Rocroy. “ Prince Waldeck (faid 
“ he) ought always to remember the French horfe; 

“ and I lhall never forget the Dutch infantry,” The 
Dutch general exerted himfelf with fuch adlivity, 
that the French derived very little advantage from 
their vidlory. The Prince being reinforced with 
the five Englifli regiments, nine thoufand Hanove- 
rians, ten thoufand from the Biflioprick of Liege 
and Holland, joined the EleiElorof Brandenburgh; 
fo that the confederate army amounted to five-and- 
fifty thoufand men, and they marched by the way 
of Genap to Bois-Seigneur-Ifaac. They were now 
fuperior to Luxembourg, who thought ' proper to 
fortify his camp, that he might not be obliged to 
fight, except with confiderable advantage. Never- 
thelefs, Prince Waldeck would have attacked him 
in his entrenchments, had he not been prohibited 
from hazarding another engagement, by an exprefs 
order of the States-General : and, when this refiric- 
tion was removed, the Eledor would not venture a 
battle. 

§ XL. By this time the^Emperor’s fon Jofeph 
was by the Electoral College chofen King of the 
Romans ; but his”* interefl fuflained a rude fhock in 

' the 
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BOOK ttie death of the gallant Duke of Lorraine, who was 
fuddenly feized with a quinl'ey, at a fmall village near 
lintz, and expired, not without fufpicion of having 
fallen a facrilicc to the fears of the French King, 
againft whom he had formally declared war, as a 
fovereign Prince unjuftly expelled from his territo- 
ries. He poflefled great military talents, and had 
threatened to enter Lorraine, at the head of forty 
thoufiind men, in the courfe of the enfuing fummer. 
The Court of France, alarmed at this declaration, 
is faid to have hacl-recourfe to poifon, for preventing ' 
- the execution of the Duke’s delign. At' his death 
the command of the Imperial army was conferred, 
upon the Eledlor of Bavaria. This Prince, having 
joined the Ele(5tor of Saxony, advanced againft the 
Dauphin, who had palled tlie Rhine at Fort-Lonis, 
with a confiderable army, and intended to penetrate 
into Wirtemberg \ but the Duke of Bavaria checked 
, bis progrefs, and he adled on the defenfive during 

the remaining part of the cam])aign, The Emperor 
was lefs fortunate in his ehbrts againll the Turks, 
who rcjcdtecl the conditions of peace he had oflered, 
and took the held, under a new Vilir. In the month 
of Auguft, Count Tekeli defeated a body of Impe* 
rialifts near Cronlladt, in Tranfylvaiiia ; then con- . 
Yoking the States of that province at Albajulia, he 
compelled them to eledt him their fovereign ; but 
his reign was of flioit duration. Prince Louis, of 
Baden, having taken the command of the Auftrian 
- * army, detached four regiments into Belgrade, and 
' advanced againft Tekeli, who retired into Valachia, 
lathis approach. Mean while, the Grand Vifirin- , 
veiled , Belgrade, and carried on his attacks with 
.furprizing refolution. At length, a bomb falling 
upon a great tower, in which the powder-magazine. ’ 
of the befieged w'as contained, the place blew up 
• with a dreadful explolijjn. Seventeen hundred- fol- 
diers of the garrifou were deftroyed; the walls and 
' s ramparts were overthrown j the mtch was filled up, 

and- 



WILLIAM AND MAH'?. 


and fo large a breach was opened, that the Turks c It a P. 
entered by fquadrons and bj. talions, cutting in pieres 
all that fell in their way. The fire fprcacl honi nia- 
gazine to magazine until eleven were dellroy- I ; 
and, in tlie confufion, the remaining part of the gar- 
rifon efoaped to Peterwaradin. By this time the 
Imperialids were in pofleflion of Pranlylvania, and 
cantoned at Cronftidt and Claufenburgh. Tekcli 
undertook to attack the province on one fide, while 
a body of Talks fliould invade it on the other; 
thefe laft were totally difperfed by Prince Louis of 
Baden : but Prince 'N.uguftiis of Hanover, whom he 
had detached again (1 ihe Count, wasflain in a narrow 
defile, and his troops were obliged to retreat with 
precipitation. Tekeli, however, did not improve 
this advantage. Being apprized of the fate of his 
allies, and afraid of feeing his retreat cut olf by the 
fnow, that fiequently choaks up the pafics of the 
mountains, lie retreated again to Valachia, and Prince 
Louis returned to Vienna. 

§ XLI. King William having pnblifiied a pro- 
clamation, requiring the attendance of the members 
on the fecond day of Odlober, both Houfes met ac- 
cordingly, and he opened the foffion witli afpeecitto 
the ufiidl purport. Pie mentioned what he had clone 
towards the red luSlion of Ireland; commended the 
behaviour of the troops ; told them the fupplies were 
not equal to the necefiary expence ; reprefenced the 
danger to which the nation would be expofed, unlcfs 
the war Ihould be profecuted with vigour ; conjured 
them to clear his revenue, which was mortgaged for 
the payment of former debts, and enable him to pay 
off the arrears of the army ; afilired them that the 
fuccefs of the confederacy abroad would depend 
upon the vigour and difpatch of their proceedings ; 
exprefled his refentment againfi ihofe who had been 
guilty of mifconcludl in management of the 
fleet 5 recommended unanimity and expedition ; and 
declared, that whsever fhould attempt to divert their 
3 attention 
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BOOK attention from tholb fubjeots of importance which 

^ , he had propofedj could neithcT be a friend to him, 

nor a well-vvilher to liis country, ''.riie late attempt 
of the French upon the coall of England, the 
rumours of a confpiracy by the Jacobites, the per- 
fonal valour which William had difplayed in Ireland, 
and the pulillanituous behaviour of James, con- 
curred in warming the refentment of the nation 
againft the adherents of the late King, and in railing 
a tide of loyalty in favour of a new government. 
Both Houfes prefented feparate addrcfles of congra- 
tulation to the King and Queen, upon his courage 
and condudl in the field, and her fortitude and faga- 
city at the helm, in times of danger and difquiet. 
The Commons, purfuant to an eftimate laid before 
them of the next year’s expences, voted a fupply of 
four millions for the maintenance of the army aiid 
navy, and fettled the funds for that purpofc, 

§ XLTl. They propofed to raife one million by 
the fale of , forfeited ellates in Ireland : they rcfolvcd 
that a bill Ihoukl be brought in for confifeating 
thofe eftates, with a cla,ufc, emjrowcring the King to 
' bellow a third part of them on thole who had ferved 
n the war, as well as to grant fuch articles and ca- 
pitulations to thofe who were in arms, as he fhould 
think proper. This claufe was tejedled ; and a great 
number of petitions were offered againll the bill, 
by creditors and heirs, who had continued faithful 
to the government. Thefe were fuppofed to have 
been fuggefted by the Court, in order to retard the . 
progrefs of the bill 5 for the ejftates had beeh already 
promifed to the King’s favourites : neverthelefs, the 
bill paffed the Lower Houfe, and was fent up to the 
Lords, ' among whom it was purpofely delayed by the 
influence- of the Miniftry. It was at this jundture 
that Lord Torrington was tried and acquitted, very 
much to the dil?atisfai|iiioa of the King, who not 
only dilinifled him from the fervice, but 'even for- , 
bade him to appear in his prefencc>, ■ When William 
. - came 
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came to the Iloufc of Lords, to give the royal afPent CIIAP- 
to a bill for doubling ilic Excife, he told the Parlia- t , 
nient, that the pofturc of affairs required his pre- lOyoT 
fence at the Hague ; that, therefore, they ought to 
lofe no time in perfedfing fuch other lupplies as 
were flill neceffary for the maintenance of the army 
and navy ; and he reminded them of making fome 
provifion for the iexpcnce of the civil government. 

Two bills were accordingly pafled for granting to 
their Majeflies the duties on goods imported, for 
five years ; and thefe, together with the mutiny-bill, 
received the royal aflent : upon which occafion the 
King obferved, that if fome annual provifion could 
be made for augmenting the navy, it would greatly 
conduce to the honour and fafety of the nation. In 
confequence of this hint, they voted a conliclerable 
fupply for building additional fliips of war*, ajid 
proceeded with fuch alacrity and expedition, as even 
feemed to anticipate the King’s defires. This libe- 
rality and difpatch were in a great meafure owing to 
the management of Lord Godolphin, who was now 
placed at the head of the Trcafury, and Sir John, 
Somers, the Solicitor-General. The place of Secre-» 
tary of State, which had remained vacant fince the 
refignation of the Earl of Shrewlhury, was now filled 
with Lord Sydney ; and Sir Charles Porter was ap- 
pointed one of the Juflices of Ireland/ in the room 
of this nobleman. 

^ XLIIL Notwithdanding the a6l for reverfing 
the proceedings againft the city-charter, the Whigs 
had made fliift to keep pofleflion of the magidracy ; 
Pilkington continued Mayor, and Robinfon retained 

This t^npply was mised by the additional duties upon beer, ale, 
and other rnjiioi.3. They aho nrovidril lu ihc bill, that the iinpoyi- 
tious ou nini’fl, and tolidcco, should bfe inado a fund of 

credit ; That the surplus of the grants they liad made, after the cur-^ 
vent service was prinidvd for, shfndd be apphcvible to ihc ^lavmcnt of 
the debt<i contracted by the war j o^l,. That it should be lawful for 
their Alajchies to inake uso of five hundred ibousautl pounds, out of 
the said yranis, ou Condition of that sum being repaid from the 
revenue.—- Halph. * • 

the 



HtSTOnV OF KNai.AND. 


JIO 

B o OK thtt oflkc of Cluimbcrliiin. The 'rnric'! of the city, 

.IE* pri, fuming upon their liUe lerviccs, prefentod a peti- 
tton toihu lloufe of Commons, complaining, 'I'hat 
the intent of the late art of 1‘arliaincnr, for n verting 
the juilginont on the Quo If'atranlo^ was frullrated 
by lome douhtlul cxprcJTion ; fo that the old Alder- 
men clt(.Hcil hy commifllon under the late King’s 
great feal lUll arted hy virttic of that tiulhovity ; 
That Sir Thomas I’ilkington was not duly returned 
as Mayor hy the Common-hall : and, That he and 
the Alclenuen had inipofed Mr. Leonard Kobinfon 
upon them as Chamberlain, though another perfon 
was duly clcdtcd into that othcc : 'J’hat divers mtm- 
bers of the Common-council were illegally excluded, 
and others, duly clerted, were refilled admittance. 
'3'hey fpecified other grievances, and petitioned for 
relief, Pilkington and his aflociates undertook to 
prove that thole allegations were cither falfc or frivo- 
lous ; and prdented the petition as a contrivance 
of the Jacobites, to dillurb the peace of the city, 
that the j'lipply migiit he retarded, and the govern- 
ment diftrctlcd. In the late )>anick which over- 
Ipread the nation, the Whigs hail a[)pcarcd to be 
the monied men, and lubl'cribed largely forthcfccu- 
riiy of the fcttlement they had made, while the To- 
ries kept aloof with a llifpicious caution. For this 
reafon the Court now interpeded its influence in 
iucli a manner, that little or no regard was paid to 
their rcmonflrance. 

§ XLIV. The Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord . 
Prefident, who was at the head of the Tory intered 
in the minidry, and had acquired great credit with 
the King and Queen, now fell under the dlfplcafure 
of the oppofitc fartion ; and they refolved, if pol- 
fible, to revive his old impeadmicnt. The Earl of 
Shrewfbury, and thirteen other leading men, had 
engaged in this defign. committee of Lords was 
appointed to examine precedents, and inquire whe- 
ther impeachments continued in Jatu quo from Par- 
liament 
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Uament to Parliament. Several fucli precedents were C i£ A P, 
reported; and violent debates enfued : but the Mar- ^ ^ 

quis eluded the vengeance of his enemies, in confe- 
quence of the following queftion : “ Whether the 
” Earls of Salilbury and Peterborough, who had 
“ been impeached in the former Parliament, for 
“ being reconciled to the Church of Rome, fhall 

be difcharged from their ball The Honfe rc- 
folvcd in the affirmative, and feveral Lords entered 
a protefl. The Commons having tiniffied a bill for 
appointing Commiffioners to take and Hate the pub- 
lick accounts, and having chofen the Commiffioners 
from among their own members, fent it up to the 
Houfe of Lords. There the Earl of Rocheftcr 
moved, That they ffiould add fome of their number 
to thofe of the Commons : they accordingly chofe 
an equal number by ballot ; but Rochefter himfelf 
being eledled, refufed to aft : the others followed 
his example, and the bill palled without alteration. 

On the fifth day of January, the King put an end to 
the feffion with a fpeech, in which he thanked them 
for the repeated inltances they had exhibited of their 
affeftion to his perlon and government. I-Ic told 
them, it was higti time for him to embark for Hol- 
land ; recommended unanimity ; and aflhred them 
of his particular favour and proteftion. Then Lord 
Chief Baron Atkins lignified his Majefty’s pleafure, 
that the two Houfes fhould adjourn themlclves to 
the thirty-firfl. day of March *. 

^ XIjV. William, having fettled the affairs ofAn. 16^1. 
the nation, fet out for Margate on the fixth day of 
January ; but the ffiip in which he propofed to em- 
bark being detained by an eaflerly wind and hard 
froft,, he returned to Kenfington. On the fixteenth, 
however, he embarked at Gravefend with a nume- 
rous retinue, and fet fail for Holland, under cofivoy of 

* In this year the Kngli&h plantcis re-po'iseflsed themselves of pari 
of the isldua of Si. Cjjii&loplivr^ • from "which they liad been duven 
by ihe French 

twelve 
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BOOK twelve (liips of war, comuYantletl bjr Miwral Hooke. 

^ I - Next day, being informed by a uilicrman Lluir be 
was within a league and a half of (lorco, he quitted 
the yacht, and went into an open boat, attended by 
the Duke of Ormond, iho liarls of Dcvonilurc, 
Dorfet, Portland, and Monmouth, with Aiivcrquerquc, 
and Zuyleflein. Inflead of landing immediately, 
they loll fight of the fleet, and, night coming on, 
were expofed in very fcverc weather to the danger of 
the enemy and the fea, which ran very high for 
eighteen hours, during which the King and all his 
attendants were drenched with Ica-watcr. When the 
failors exprelTed their apprehenfions of jicrifliing, 
the King afleed if they were afraid to die in bs 
company ? At day-break, he landed on the Ifle of 
Goree, where he took Ibine refrelhmcnt in a lilher- 
man’s hut ; then he committed himfclf to the boat 
again, and was conveyed to the (hore in the neigh- 
bourhood of Meaflandfluys. A deputation of the 
States received him at Ilounflardyke : about fix in 
the evening he arrived at tlio TIagiic, wliero he was , 
immediately complimented by the IkaU'i-dcncra], 
the States of Holland, the Council of Stale, the 
other Colleges, and the Foreign Minillers. lie 
afterwards, at the rcquell of the Magillrates, made 
his publick entry with lurprizing magniticonce ; and 
the Dutch celebrated his arrival with bonlires, illu- 
minations, and other marks of tumultuous joy. He 
aflifled at their dlflbrenl aflemblics ; informed them . 
of his fuccefles in England and Ireland s and atiuved 
them of his conflant zeal and alFedlion for his native 
country. 

§ XLVI. At a folcmn congrefs of the confederate 
Princes, he reprefented, in a fel fpcech, the dangers 
to which they were expofed from the power and 
ambition of France ; and the neccliity of adling with 
vigour and difpatch. rtle declared lie would fpare 
neither his credit, forces, nor perfon, in concurring 
with their meafures ; and that in the fpring he would 
7 come 
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coipc at the head of his troops to fulfil his 'engage- C A p. 
mcntsl They forthwith resolved to employ two hun- ^ ^ ^ 

tired and twen-ty-two thousand men againft France 
in the ensuing campaign. The proportions of the 
did’erent Princes and States were regulated ; and the 
King of England agreed to fnrnifli twenty thoufand. 
lie lupplied the Duke of Savoy so liberally} that his 
aftairs loon alfurned a more promifing afpcdl. The 
])]an of operations was fettled, and they tranfadled 
their affairs with fuch harmony, that no difpute in- 
terrupted their deliberations. In the beginning of 
March', immediately after the Congrefs broke up, 
the fiege of Mons was undertaken by the French 
King in perfon, accompanied by the Dauphin, the 
Dukes of Crleans and Chartres. The garrifon con- 
fffted of about fix thoufand men, commanded by 
the Prince of Bergue : but the befiegers canied on 
their works with fuch rapidity as they could not with- 
lliind. King William no fooner underftood tliat the 
place wasinvefted, than he ordered Prince Waldeck 
to allemblc the army, determined to march againft 
the enemy in person. Fifty thousand men were foon 
collccflcd at Ilalle, near Bruflels : but when he went 
thither, he found the Spaniards had negledled to 
provide carriages, and other necetlaries for the ex- 
pedition. Mean while, the burghers of Mons, fee- 
ing their town in danger of being utterly deftroyed 
by the bombs and cannon of the enemy, prelfed the 
Governor to capitulate, and even threatened to intro- 
duce the befiegers ; fo that he was forced to com- 
ply, and obtained very honourable conditions. Wil- 
liam, being apprifed of this event, returned to the 
Hague, embarked for England, and arrived at 
Whitehall on the thirteenth day of April 


* A few days bcfoic his arrivali gJ'cat part of the palace of White- 
hall wdJ conttumed by lira, tlnou^ii llie uegltgeiice of % tiemale 
isen’ant. 
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^ I. Coufph-acy agatvjl ihe goverummt hy Lorii Piejlon 
and oihets. ^ II. A’/z/jf Jtl/s up the vncant 
bljhopt'kks. % III. yfjfnirs of St otltmd, _ ^ IV. 
Campuign in Flanders. ^ V. Frognfs of the Firiich 
in Piedmont. % VI. RltSlkn of a wfiv Vopc. \ VII. 
The Emperor's fuccefs agahift the Ttuh. \ Vllf. 
Affairs of Ireland. ^ IX. General Gniilel i educes 
Athlone. ^ X. Defeats the Jrijh at Aghrim. § XI. 
Undertakes the fiege of Limerick. \ XII. The 
French and Irifh obtain an honout able capitulation. 
§ Xllf . Twelve thotflmd Jrijh Cciihohcks at e tranf- 
ported to France. ^ XIV. J\deetii3g of the Enghjh 
Parliament. \ XV. Difeontent of the nation, \ XVI. 
Trntjaflions in Parliament , ^ XVIT. Difputes con-^ 
cernmg the hill for regnlatins^ trials in cafes of high 
ireajou. § XVIII. The Englijh iml Dutch fleets 
worjled by the Ft each in an ingagemcnt off Jlearhy- 
Jlead. \ XIX. The King thfobliges the 1‘nfhy- 
tcrians of Stotland. % XX. The Earl of Jheadal- 
hane undo takes for the fabmijjion of the J fish laiuiets. 
\ XXL JMaffacie of Glencoe. § XXII.' Piefuia- 
tions for a dejeeniupon Bug and, § XXIII. ueda- 
ration of King James. ^ XXIV. JCfforts of his 
friends in En^and. ^ XXV. Prciautions tahinby 
the Qiieenfor the defence of the nation. % XXVI, 
Admiral Miijfel puts to fca. § XXVII. He obtains 
a complete vidlory over the French fleet off La IJogue. 
^ XXVIII. Troops anbaihed at St. lie leu's for a 
defeent upon France. § XXIX. 7 he defign laid 
ajfde. The IrQops landed at Ofieud, ^ XX3C. The 
Freinh King takes Namur in fight of King fVilliam. 
^ XXXI. The allies are defeated at Steenkirk, 
4 XXXII. Extravagant rejoicings in France on ac- 
count of this viSory. f- XXXIII. Canfpiracy againft 
the lije of King William, hatihed hy the Fieuih nnni- 
Jlry, ^ XXXIV. Miscarriage of a dejign upon 

Dunkiih 
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Dunkirk. § XXXV. 'The campaign is inaBive on 
the Rhine and in Bungarj'. § XXXVI. The Luke 
of Savoy invades Dauphin^. ^ XXXVII. The 
Duke of Hanover created an EleBor of the empire, 

§ r. A Confpiracyagainllthc government hadbeenC HAP. 

lately difeovered. In the latter end of De- 
cember, the mailer of a vellcl who lived at Barking, ujpiT”^ 
in Ellexj informed the Marquis of Caerniarthen, 
that his wife had let out one of his boats to carry 
over fome perfons to France ; and that they would 
embark on the thirteenth day of the month. This 
intelligence being communicated to the King and 
Council, an order was fent to Captain Billop, to 
watch the motion of the vefTel, and fecure the paf- 
fengers. He accordingly boarded her at Gravefend, 
and found in the hold Lord Preflon, Mr. Afliton, a 
fervant of the late Queen, and one Elliot, He like- 
wife feized a bundle of papers, fome of which were 
fcarcc intelligible ; among the reft, two letters, fup- 
pofed to be written by Turner, Bifhop of Ely, to 
King James and his Queen, under fidlitious names. 

The whole amounted to an invitation to the French 
King, to aUift King James in re-afeending the throne, 
upon certain conditions, while William Ihould be 
aofent from the kingdom : but the feheme was ill 
laid, and countenanced but by a very few perfons of 
confid oration, among whom the chiefs were the Earl 
of Clarendon, the Bifhop of Ely, Lord Prefton, 
his brother, Mr, Graham, and Penn, the famous 
Quaker. Notwithllanding the outcries which had 
been made againft the feverities of the late govern- 
ment, Prefton, and his accomplice Afhton, were 
tried at the Old-Bailey for compafling the death of 
their Majefties King William and Queen Mary; 
and their trials were hurried on, without any regard 
to their petitions for delay^ Lord Prefton alleged, 
in his defence, that the treafons charged upon him 
were not committsd in the county of Middlefex, as 
. 1 3 laid 
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H o o K laid in tlie iiulit'Hmenl ; that none of tho witnedcd 
^ j clc^’lared ho had any concern in hiring the vdU'l ; . 
tliar the papers were not found upon him j tliat there 
ought to be two credible vviindles to every fad, 
whereas, the whole proof againll him relied on 
timilitude of hands, and mere fuppofit ion. He was, 
ncverthclefs, found guilty. Alliton behaved with 
great intrepidity and compollire. lie owned his 
purpofe of going to France, in purfuance of a pro- 
mife he had made to General Worden, who, on his 
death-bed, conjnrcd him to go thither, and linilh 
fome affairs of confequence width he had left there 
depending ; as well as with a view to recover a con- 
liderable llun of money due to himfelf. He denied 
that he was privy to the contents of the papers found 
upon him : he complained of Ids having hecn denied 
time to prepare for his trial ; and called fevcral per- 
fons to prove him a Proteftant of exemplary piety 
and irreproachable morals. 'I'licfe circumdances 
had no weight with the court. I le was brow-bcaten 
by the bench, and found guilty by the jury, as lie 
had the papers in his cullody: yet there wa.s no 
privity proved ; and the Whig party themfelvos had 
often cxprefsly declared, that of all forts of evidence, 
that of finding papers in a perfon’s pollcnion i.s the 
weakefi, becaufe no Juan can fccurc himfelf from 
fuch danger. Alhlfin fullered with equal courage 
and decorum. In a jiaper which he delivered to 
the Sheriff, he owned his attachment to King 
James ; he witnclled to the birth of the Prince ot 
Wales ; denied his knowledge of the contents of the 
papers that were committed to his charge ; com- 
plained of the hard meafure he had met with from 
the judges and the jury, but forgave them in the 
j light of heaven. This man was celebrated by the 

Bumet, Nonjurors as a martyr to loyalty j and they boldly 
affirmed, that his chiefs crime in the eyes of the 
Timki, government, was his having among his baggage an 
Baipii, account af fuch evidence as woitkl have been con- 

‘ vincing 
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vlncing to all the world, concerning the birth of ilic CH AP 
Prince of Wales, wliich by a great number of ^ ^ 

people was believed fiippofiiirious Lord Preflon 
obtained a pardon : I'llliot was not tried, bccaufc 
no evidence appeared againU him : llie Jilarl of Cla- 
rendon was fent to the Tower, where he remained 
fome months, and he w'as afterwards confined to 
his own houfe in the country : an indulgence, which, 
he owed to his confanguinity with the Queen, who 
was Ills firfl: cotifin. The Bifliop of Ely, Graham, 
and Penn abfeonded ; and a proclamation was iflbed 
for apprehending them as traitors. 

^ II. This prelate’s being concerned in a con- 
fpiracy, furniflied the King with a plaulible pretence 
for filling up the vacant bifliopricks. The deprived 
bifliops had been given to underhand, that an adl of 
Parliament might be obtained to cxcufe them from 
taking the oaths, provided they would perform their 
epifcopal func^lions : but, as they declined this ex- 
pedient, the King refolvcd to fill up their places at 
his return from Holland. Accordingly, the Arch- 
biflioprick of Canterbiny was conferred upon Dr. 
Tillotlbn -I*,’ one of the mofl learned, moderate, and 
virtuous ecclefiaflicks of the age, who did not accept 
of this promotion without great rclu^lance, becaufe 
he forefaw that he lliould be expofed to the flander 
and malevolence of that party which efpoufed the 
caufe of bis predeceflbr. I’lie other vacant fees 
were given to Divines of unblemiflied cliarac^cr ; and 
the publick in general feemed very well faiisficd 

* To one of the painphlois piibllbhed on this occasion* is annexed 
ti petition to the pieseiit tsovLiiuuenl, in the nmne of J 
ndhcieulh, iniportmg* tliat some gmve and learned pa sou bhonld be 
authorised to compile a tie»itise, showing; the p^iounds of William’^ 
lilJc 5 and dedal ins^, lliat in casc the pertoTmanre shonld carry con- 
%lcliou along n iih It, they n-onld subiuit to that title, es they had hi- 
therto opposed It fioni d principle cif tion&eience. The best arwwei that 
could be made to this sunnuona^vas Loche’s book upon coveru- 
ment, wliich appeared at thib period.-— Ralph. 

t 13eYcridj^“ u aa promoted to the see of Eath and Fcnvler 

to tiiat of* C’loncebter,^ Chmbeiland to Peterbotoagh,^ Moor to XoN 
Tvich^ Gro\e to Cludi<»Lcr^ andPatiiolt to Ely. 

with • 
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BOOK with this exertion of the Kinp.’s fupremticy. The 

^ ^ deprived bifliops at firfl: a{rcAc{l all ihc mccknefs of 

^"7^^ rcfignalion. They remembered thofe flrouts of 
popular approbation, by which they had been ani- 
mated in the perfccution they fulferccl under the late 
government ; and they hoped the fame cordial would 
fupport them in their prefent afflic'^ion : but, finding 
the nation cold in their concern, ‘they determined to 
warm it by argument and declamation. The prefs 
groaned with the efibrts of their learning and reient- 
ment ; and every eflay was anfwered by their oppo- 
nents. The Nonjurors affirmed, that Chrifiianity 
was a dofhrine of the crofs ; that no pretence what- 
ever could juflify an infurrc61ion againft the Sove- 
reign; that the primitive Chriflians thought it their 
indifpenfible duty to be paflive under every invafion 
of their rights ; and, that non-rcfi(lancc was the 
doArine of the Engliffi church, conlirmed by all 
the fan(5lions that could be derived from the laws of 
God and man. The other party not only fiipported 
the natural rights of mankind, and explained the 
ufe that might be made of the docHrino of non-refifl- 
ance, in exciting frefli commotions, but they aUb 
argued, that if paffive obedience was right in any 
infiance, it was conclufivcly fo with regard to the 
prefent government ; for the obedience required by 
feripture was indiferiminate, “ the powers that be, 
are ordained of God — ^let every foul be fubjebl 
‘‘ to the higher powers.” From thefe texts they in- 
ferred, that the new oaths ouglitto be taken without 
fcruple ; and that ihofe who refufed them, concealed 
party under the cloak of confcicnce. On the other 
hand, the fallacy and treachery of this argument 
were demonftrated. They faid, it levelled all dif- 
tin(?lion3 of juftice and duty ; that thofe' who taught 
fuch dodlrines, attached themfelves folely to pof- 
feflion, however unjuftl;f acquired ; that, if twenty 
different mfurpers fiiould fucceed one another, they 
would rccognife the laft, notwithftanding the alle- 
giance 
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glance they had fo folemnly fworn to his predeceflbr, 
like the fawning fpaniel that followed the thief who 
mounted his mailer’s horfe, after having murthered 
the right owner. They alfo denied the juilice of a 
lay -deprivation, and with rc^e6l to church-govern- 
ment liaried th© fame diftindrions De jure and De 
fa6to" which they had formerly made in the civil 
adminiilration. They had even recourfe to all the 
bitternefs of invedlive againft Tillotfon and the new 
biihops, whom they reviled as intruders and ufurp- 
ers : their acrimony was chiefly direded againft 
Dr. Sherlock, who had been one of the moft violent 
flicklers againil the Revolution, but thought proper 
to take the oaths upon the retreat of King Jamc« 
from Ireland. They branded him as an apoilate, 
who had betrayed his caufe, and publilhed a review 
of his whole condud, which proved a fevere fatire 
upon his chiirader. Their attacks upon individuals 
were mingled with their vengeance againfl the go- 
vernment; and indeed the great aim of their divines, 
as well as of their politicians, was to fap the foun- 
dation of the new fettlemenl. In order to alienate 
the minds of the people from the intereft of the 
reigning prince, they ridiculed his charader ; in- 
veighed againft his mcafures : they accufed him of 
facrificing the concerns of England to the advantage 
of his native country ; and drew invidious compa- 
rifons between the wealth, the trade, the taxes, of 
the laft and of the prefent reign. To fruftratc 
thefe efforts of the malcontents, the Court em- 
ployed their engines to anfwer and recriminate ; all 
ibrts of informers were encouraged and carelfed ! in 
a proclamation iflued againft Papifts and other dif- 
affeded perfons, all magiflrates were enjoined to 
make fearch, and apprehend thofe who fhould, by 
feditious difeourfes and libels, prefume to defame 
the government. Thus^the revolutioners com- 
menced the profefled enemies of thofe very arts and 

pradices 
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'ROO'K,pm(51iccH wliich had enabled them to bring their-’ 
, Ichemcr'o perfc£lion. 

§ Ilh The Prcrbyterians in Scotland atRe<l with 
fiich folly; violei^ce and tyranny, as rendered them 
equally odious and contemptible. The tranliuMions 
in their .general Allombly were carried on with fuch 
peeviHmefs, partiality, and injutlicc, that the Iving 
didblved it by an art of Hate, and convoked another 
for the month of November in the following year, 
The epifcopal party promifed to enter heartily into 
the inlevert's- oi the -new government, to keep the 
•Highlanders'.'iqtnct, and induce the clergy to ac- 
'Icrtowlcdge antt ferye King William, provided he 
wbulcl balance the power of Melyilland his partifans, 
in' fuch a manner, as would fccure them from vio- 
Iciicif.and opprellion ; provided the epifcopal mini- 
.•fl.cEadhouUl be permitted to p^grform their funrtions 
' ihofe people by whorth they were beloved j 

antffithat fuc,h»of tltcm as we.rq willing to mix with 
th^il^IcfbytVria'iisiin their jud^^ories, Ihuiihl be ad- 
without! ,fSny fevere *|4feofuion in point of 
opiiabn, The li'iw' who witS* extremt'ly dilgulled 
at the PreihytetS?^,' relilhed the propoial : and 
young Dalrympl5,{|bn of Lord Stair, was appointed 
joint fccretary with Mclvill, lie undertook 

to bring over the' majority of the Jacobiio.s, ami a 
great number of them took the oaths : but at the 
fame time they maintained a corrcfpondeiicc with 
the court of St. Germains, by the connivance of 
which they fubmittecl to William, that they might 
be in a condition to ferve James the more efl'ertually. 
The Scottifh Parliament was adjourned by pro- 
clamation to the fixteenth day of September. 
Precautions were taken to prevent any dangerous 
communication with the continent : a committee 
was appointed to put the kingdom in a pollure of 
defence; to excrcife the^ifowers of the Hegency, in 
fecuring the enemies of ‘the government ; and the 
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Earl of Home, with Sir Peter Frafer and Sir yEneas CHAP, 
Macphcrfon, were apprehended and imprifoned. 

IV. The King, havihg feuled the operations of 
the enfuing campaign in Ireland, where General 
Gmckel exercifed the fuprpne command, manned 
his fleet by dint of preffing failors, to the incredible 
annoyance of' commerce : then, leaving the Queen, 
as before at the helm of government England, 
he returned, to Holland, accompanied 'by Lord 
'iSydney, fecretaryof ftate, the Earls of Marlborough 
' and Portland, ' and began to make preparations for 
taking the field in perlbn. On ’the thirtierh day of 
May, the Duke of -Luxembourg having pafl,ed the 
Scheld at the head of a large armyr, took poifelRon 
of Halle, and ga,ve it up to plunder^ in light of the 
confederates, who were obligcd^'W throw up en- 
trenchments for their prefervatioh.^^o^tthc fame time 
the Marquis de Boufflers, with a ’^ifliderable body 
of forces, entrenched himfelf before Liege, with a 
view to bombard that city. In the beginning of 
June, King William took upon himfelf the com- 
mand of the allied army, by this time reinforced 
in fuch a manner as to be uiperior to 'the enemy. 

He forthwith detached the Count de Tilly, with, 
ten thoufand men, to the relief of Liege, which 
was already reduced to rttins and dcfolation by the 
bombs, bullets, and repeated attacks of BoufSers, 
who now thought proper to retreat to Dinant. 

Tilly, having thus raifed the liege, and thrown a 
body of troops into Huy, rejoined the confederate 
army, with lad been augmented ever fince his 
departure witii fix thoufand men from Branden- 
burgh, and ten thoufand Heffians, commanded by 
the Landgrave in peifon. Such was the vigilance 
of Luxembourg, iliat William could not avail him^ 
fcif of his fnperiority. In vain he exhaofted his 
invention in marches, cowntcr maerhes, and flrata- 
gems, to bring on a general engagement: the 
French marlhal tivoidcd it with fuch dexterity, as 

baffled 



HISTOnY OF BNOLANI). 


12 ^ 

BOOK bafflicd all liia endeavours. In the courfe of this 
campaign, the two armies twice confronted each 
htit they were fituSted in fuch a manner that 
neither could begin the attack without a manifell 
iliiadvantage. While the King lay encamped at 
Court-iUr-heure, a foldierj corrupted by the enemy, 
fet lire to the fufees of feveral bombs, tlic cxplolion 
of which might have blown up the whole magazine, 
and produced indnite confudon in the army, had 
not the mifehief been prevented by the courage of ' 
the men who guarded the artillery ; even while the 
fufees were burning they difengaged the waggons 
-from the line, and overturned them down the lide 
of a hill ; fo that the communication of the fire was, 
intercepted. The perfon who made this treache- 
rous attempt being difeovered, owned he had been 
employed for this purpofe by the Duke of Luxem- 
bourg. 3Ie was tiietl by a court-martial, and 
fufferecl the death of a traitor. Such perfidious 
practices not only fix an indelible fharc of infamy 
pn the Trench General, but prove bow much the 
capacity of William was dreaded by his enemies, 
King William, quitting Court-fur- heure, encamped 
upon the plain of St. Girard, where he remained till 
the fourth day of September, confuming the forage, 
and exhauding the country. Tlien he palled the’ 
Sanibre near jemeppe, while the French crolfed it 
,at La Bufiere, and both armies marched towards 
Enghien. The enemy, perceiving the confederates 
were at their heels, proceeded to Gramont, palled 
the Dender, and took polIelHon of a llrong camp 
between Aeth and Oudenarde : William followed 
the fame route, and encamped between Aeth and 
Leufe., While he continued in his poft, the 
■■ Hellia-n , forces and thofe of Liege, amounting to 
■'.'About eighteen thoufand men, feparated from the 
,afmy, and,' palTed the Meufe at Namur ; then the 
-'j4Cing returned to the Hague, leaving the command 
Prince Waldeck, who forthwith removed to 

Leufe, 
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Leufe, and on 'the twentieth day of the month CHAP, 
began his march to Cambron. Luxembourg, who 
watched his motions with a curious eye, found means 
to attack him in his retreat fo fuddenly, that hia 
rear was furprifed and defeated, though the French 
were at lall obliged to retire : the Prince continued 
his route to Cambron, and in a little time both 
armies retired into winter- quarters. In the mean 
time, the Duke de Noailles belieged and took 
Urgel in Catalonia, while a' French fquadron, com- 
manded by the Count D’Etrees, bombarded Barce- 
lona and Alicant. 

^ V. The confederates had propofed to adt vigo- 
roufly in Italy againfl the French j but the feafon 
was far advanced before they were in a condition to 
take the field. The Emperor and Spain had under- 
taken to furnifh troops to join the Duke of Savoy ; 
and the Maritime powers contributed their propor- 
tion in money. The eledlor of Bavaria was no- 
minated to the fupreme command of the Imperial 
forces in that country: the Marquis de Leganez, 
governor of the Milancfe, adled as truflee for the 
Spanifli Monarch : Duke Schomberg, fon of that 
great General who loft his life at the Boyne, 
lately created Duke of Leinfter, managed the in- 
terell of William, as King of England and Stadt- 
holder, and commanded a body of the Vau- 
• dois paid by Great-Britain. Before the German 
auxiliaries arrived, the French had made great pro- 
grefs in their conquefls. Catinat befieged and took 
Villa- Franca, Nice, and forae other fortifications; 
then he reduced Villana and Carmagnola, and de- 
tached the Marquis de Feuquieres to inveft Coni, a 
ftrong fortrefs garrifoned by the Vaudois and French 
refugees. The Duke of Savoy was now reduced to 
the brink of ruin. He faw almoft all his places of 
ftrength in the pofleflion'^ the enemy; Coni was 
belieged ; and La Hoguette, another French Gene- 
ral, had forced flie pafJes of the valley of Aofte, fo 

that 
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jjoOK that he had free admiffion info rlio' Verccillois, and 
^ , the frontiers of the Milanele. Turin was threatened 

with a bombardment ; the people were dirpiritcil and 
clamorous, and their fovereign lay with his little 
army encamped on the hill of Montcallicr, from 
whence he beheld his towns taken, and his palace of 
Rivoli dedroyed. Duke Schomberg exhorted him 
to adt on the oftl’-nfive, and give battle to Catinat, 
while that officer’s army was weakened hy detach- 
ments, and Prince Eugene* fupported his vemon- ' 
ftrance ; but this propolal was vehemently oppofed 
by the Marquis de Legane?, who forefaw that, if the, 
Duke fhoLild be defeated, the French would pene- 
trate into the territories of Milan. The relief of 
Goni, however, was undertaken by Prince Eugene’, 
who began his march for that place with a convoy 
guarded by two-and-twenty hundred horfe; at Mag- 
liano he was reinforced by live thouland militia; 
Bulonde, who commanded at the liege, no fooner 
heard of his approach than he retired with the 
utmoft precipitation, leaving beliiiul fomc pieces 
of cannon, mortars, bombs, arms, ammunition, 
tents, provifions, utenlils, with all his lick and 
wounded. When he joined Catinat, ho was imme- 
diately put under arrefi-, and afterwards calhiercd 
with difgrace. Hoguette abandoned the valley of 
Aofte: Feuquieres was lent with a detachment to 
change the garrifon of Cafal; and Catinat retired 
with his army towards Villa Nova d’Alle. 

♦ prince Eugene, of Savoy, who in the sequel rivaUed the fame of 
the greatest warriors of antiquity, was descenaed on the iiiiher’s side 
from the house of Savoy, atul orv the mother’s from the family of 
^ Soissons, a branch of the house of Eourbou. His fiithcr was Eugene 
Maurice, of Savoy, Count of Soisaons, Colonotof the Switzers, and 
,CTqvernhr .of Champagne and Brie: his mother was the celebrated 
Olympia^clo Mahcihi, nicce of Cardinal Mazarine, Prince Fhigcnc,' 
finding himVelf neglected at the Court of France, engaged as a’ sol- 
dier of forione in the service of Emperor, and soon distiiigiiibhcd 
himself hy his great military talErus : he was, moreover, an accom- 
plished 'Gcntlemiin, learned, liberal, mild, ond courteous; an un- 
-»h|ikcn friend; a generous enemy; an inviKciUe captain; a con- 
auimnatc politician. 

^ VI. 
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^ VI. The mifearriage of the French before Coni CHAP. 
afre<^leil Louvois, the minilicr of Louis, lb deeply, , j 
that he could not help fherlding tears when he com- 
municatecl the event to his mailer, who told him, 
with great compofurc, that he was fpoiled by good 
fortune. But the retreat of the French from Pied- 
mont had a Hill greater influence over the refolutions 
of the conclave at Home, then fitting for the eledlion 
of a new Pope, in the room of Alexander VIII. 
who died in the beginning of February. Not- 
withftanding the power and intrigues of the French 
fadlion, headed by Cardinal D’Etrees, the affairs of 
Piedmont had no fooner taken this turn, than the 
Italians joined the Spanifli and Imperial interell, and 
Cardinal Pignateili, a Neapolitan, was elected Pon- 
tiff'. He aflumed the name of Innocent, in honour 
of the laft Pope known by that appellation, and 
adopted all his maxims againfl: the French Monarch. 

When the German auxiliaries arrived, under the 
command of the Eleilor of Bavaria, the confede- 
rates refolved to give battle to Catinat ; but he re- 
palled the Po, and font couriers to Verlailles, to 
Iblicit a reinforcement. Then Prince Eugene in- 
vefted Carmagnola, and carried on the’ liege with 
fuch vigour, that in eleven days the garrlfon capi- 
tulated. Mean while the Marquis de Ploquincouit 
undertook the conquefl of Montmelian, and reduced 
the town without much reliftance. The caftle, how- 
ever, made fuch a vigorous defence, that Catinat 
marched thither in perfon j and, notwithftanding all 
his efforts, the place held out till the fecond day of 
December, when it furrendered on honourable con- 
ditions. 

§ VII. This fummer produced nothing of inipor- 
tance on the Rhine. The French endeavoured to 
furprife Mentz, by maintaining a correfpondence 
with one of the Emperor’^commiflSoners; but this 
being difeovered, their delign was fruftrated. The 
Imperial army, under the Eledor of Saxony, palfed 

the 
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HOOK the Khinc in the ncighbourlioocl of Manhcim 5 and 
I. tlic French, croJtfing the lame river at Philipflnirgh, 
reduced the town of Portzheim in the Marqiiilatc of 
Baden-Dourlach. The execution of the feheme, 
projedled by the Emperor for this campaign, was 
prevented by the death of his General, the Elector of 
Saxony, which happened on the fecond day of tSep- 
tember. His affairs wore a more favourable afpccH 
in Hungary, where the Turks were totally dei'eated 
by Prince Louis of Baden on the banks of the 
Danube. The Imperialifts afterwards undertook the 
liege of Great Waradin in Tranfylvania ; but this 
vi^as turned into a blockade, and the place was not 
furrendered till the following fpring. The Turks 
were fo difpirited by the defeat by which they had 
loft the Grand Viftr, that the Emperor might have 
made peace upon very advantageous terms ; but his 
pride and ambition overlhot his fuccefs. He was 
weak, vain, and fuperflitious; he imagined that now 
the war of Ireland was almoft extinguilhed, King 
William, with the reft of his allies, would he able 
to humble the French power, though he himfelf 
llioukl not co'-operate with Hcreticks, whom lie ab- 
horred j and that, in the mean time, he (houUl not 
only make an entire conqucll of 'I'ranfylvania, hut 
alfo carry his vidlorious arms to the gates of Con- 
ftantinople, according to fome ridiculous propliecy 
by which his vanity had been flattered. TheSpa- 
nilh government was become fo feeble, that the 
miniftry, rather than be at the expence of defending 
, the Netherlands, offered to deliver the whole coun- 
try to King William, either as Monarch ot England, 
or Stadtholder of the United Provinces. Pie de- 
clined this offer, becaufe he knew the people would 
never be reconciled to a Proteftant government; 
but he propofed that the Spaniards fhould confer the 
adminillration of Fland^ upon the Eledlor of Ba- 
varia, who was ambitious of lignalifing his courage, 
and able to defend the country with his own troops 
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and treallirc. This propofal was relifhed by the 
Court of Spain ; the Emperor imparted it to the 
Eleflor, who accepted the office without hefitation ; 
and he was immediately declared Governor of the 
Low Countries by the Council of State at Madrid- 
King William, after his return from the army, con- 
tinued fome time at the Hague, fettling the opera- 
tions of the enfuing campaign. That affair being 
difeufled, he embarked in the Maefe, and landed in 
England on the nineteenth day of Odlober. 

^ VIII. Before we explain the proceedings in Par- 
liament, it will be neceffary to give a detail of the 
late tranfadlions in Ireland. In the beginning of the 
“feafon, the French King had fent a large fupply of 
provifion, clothes, and ammunition for the ufs of 
the Irifh at Limerick, under the condu£t of Mon- 
fieur St. Ruth, accompanied by a great number of 
French officers furnifhed with commiffions from 
King James, though St, Ruth iffued all his orders 
in the name of Louis. Tyrconnel had arrived in 
January, with three frigates and nine veflels, laden 
with fuccours of the fame nature : otherwife the Irifli 
could not have bfeen fo long kept together. Nor, 
indeed, could thefe fupplies prevent them from form- 
ing feparate and independent bands of Rapparees, 
who plundered the country, and committed the moft 
lliocking barbarities. The Lords Juftices, in con-- 
jundlion with General Ginckel, had taken every flep 
their prudence could fuggeft, to quiet the difturbances 
of the country, and prevent fuch violence and rapine, 
of which the foldiers in King William’s army were 
not entirely innocent. The Juffices hadiffiied pro- 
clamations denouncing fevere penalties againft thofe 
who ffiould countenance or conceal fuch a6ls of 
cruelty and oppreffion : they promifed to proted all 
Papifts who fliould live quietly within a certain fron- 
tier line : and Ginckel g a^ e the Catholic rebels to 
underlland, that he was authorifed to treat with 
them, if they were inclined to return to their duty. 

5 Before 
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BOOK Before the armies took the ficli), rcvcralikirmifljeS ‘ 

^ j had been fought between ‘panics 5 and thole had aU • 
x^TT^ ways turned out fo unfortunate to the cneiuy, that 
their fpirits were quite cleprcllecl, while the confidence 
of the Engliflt rof?' in the fame proportion. | 

^ IX. St. lituh and Tyrconnel were joined by the* ‘ 
Rapparees, and .General Ginokel was reinforced by 
Mackay, with thofc troops which had reduced the 
Highlanders in Scotland. ' Thus (Irengthcncd, he, 
in the beginning of June, marched from Mullingar 
to Ballymore, which was garrifoned by a thouiand 
men under Colonel Bourke, who, when fummoned 
to furrender, returned an evafive anfwer. But, when 
a breach was made in the place, and the befiegers 
began to make preparations for a general afJault, 
his men laid down their arms, and fubmitted at dif- 
cretion. The fortifications of this place being re- 
paired and augmented, the (yeneral left a garrifon 
for its defence, and advanced to Alhlonc, fituated 
on the other fide of the Shannon, and fupported by 
the Irifh army, encamped almoil under its walls. 
The Engliflt town, on the hither licle of the river, 

• was taken fword in hand, and the enemy broke 
•down an arch of the bridge in their retreat. Batte- 
ries were raifed agitinll the Irilh town, and fcvcrtil 
unfuccefsful attempts were made to force the palliige 
of the bridge, which was defended with great vigour. 
At length, it was refolved, in the council of war, that 
a cleachraent Ihoiild pals at a ford a little to the left 
of the bridge, though the river was deep and rapid, 
the bottom foul and flony, and the pafs guaided by 
a ravelin, eredled for that purpofe. The forlorn 
hope confifted of fixty grenadiers in armour, headed 
l^y Captain Sandys and two Lieutenants. '’I'licy were 
feconded by another detachment, and this was fup- 
ported by fix battalions of infantry. Never was a 
more defperate fcrvice,^^or was ever exploit per- 
formed with more valour and intrepidity. They 
pafled twenty a-breaft, in t’' : face of the enemy, 

through 
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through an incef^nt Ihower of balls, bullets, and C 11 a p, 
granades. Thofe who followed them took pofleflion, ^ 
of the bridge, and laid planks over the broken arch. 
Pontoons were fixed at the fame time, that the troops 
might pafs' in different places. The Irifh were 
amazed, confounded, and abandoned the town in 
the utmoft conllernation ; fo that, in half an hour, 
it was wholly fecured by the Englifli, who did not 
lofe above fifty men in this attack. Mackay, Tet- 
teau, and Ptolemache, exhibited proofs of tfie mofl: 
undaunted courage in palling the river; and General 
Ginckel, for his condudt, intrepidity, and fuccefs, 
on this occafion, was created Earl of Atblone. When 
St. Ruth was informed, by exprefs, that the Englifli 
had entered the river, he faid, it was impoffiblc they 
fhould pretend to take a town which he covered 
with his army, and that he wmuld give a thoufand 
piflolcs they would attempt to force a pa/fage. 
Sarsfield infilled upon the truth of the intelligence, 
and prelled him to fend fuccours to the town : be 
ridiculed this officer’s fears, and fome warm expof- 
tulation palled between them. Being at length con- 
vinced that the Englifli were in pofleflion of the 
place, he ordered Ibme detachments to drive them 
out again; but the cannon of their own works being 
turned againfi; them, they found the task impradli- 
cable, and that very night their army decamped. St. 

Ruth, after a march of ten miles, took poll at Aghrim ; 
and having, by drafts from garrifons, augmented his 
army to five and twenty thoufand men, refolved to 
hazard a decifive engagement. 

§ X. Ginckel having put Athlonc in a poflure of 
defence, palled the Shannon, and marched up to 
the enemy, determined to give them battle; though 
his forces did not exceed eighteen thoufand, and4‘he 
Irilh were polled in a very advantageous fituation. 

St. Ruth had made an ^lijjnirable difpolition, and 
taken every precaution that military Ikill could fug- 
gell. His centre, extended along a rifing ground, 

VOL. I. K 
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BOOK uneven in many places, iiUcrfci'^Kl with hanks and 
, ditches, joined by lines of comiminication, and 
fronted by a large bog almofl impafi ihle. Hw right 
was fouified with entrenchm ’ ^>1, and Ins left fecured 
by the caflle of Aglaim lie harangued his army 
in the moR pathaii. (tiain, conjuring them to 
excu ih'n r.in’-age in defence of their holy religion, 
in the cxtnpatiun ol hcrel’y, in recovering their 
ancient honours and eflates, and in rofloring a pious 
king to the throne, from whuicc ho had been ex- 
pelled by an unnatural ufurper. He employed the 
priefls to enforce his exhortations; to allure the men 
that they might depend upon the prayers of the 
church ; and that, in cafe they Ihould fall in battle, 
the faints and angels would convey their fouls to 
heaven. They are faid to have fworn upon the 
facraraent that they would not defert their colours, 
and to have received an order that no quarter flioidd 
I be given to the French hcrcticks in the army of 

I the Prince of Orange. Ginckel had encamped on 

’ the Uofeommon tide of the river Sue, within three 

I miles of the enemy: after having reconnoitred their 

1 pofltire, he refohed, with the advice of a council 

of war, to attack them on Siiiulay ihe twelfth day 
of July. The nccellary orders being given, the 
I army palled the river at two fords and a done bridge, 

1 and, advancing to the edge of the great bog, began 

j about twelve o’clock to force the two pallagcs, in 

order to poRefs the ground on the other lidc. The 
enemy fought with furpriling fury, and the hoiTe 
' were feveral times rcpulfed; but, at length, the 

troops upon the right cat vied their point by means 
of fome field pieces. The day was now fo far ad- 
vanced, that the General determined to pollpone 
the battle till next morning ; but perceiving fome 
diforder among the enemy, and fearing they would 
decamp in the night, bettered his refolution, and 
|j ordered the attack to be renewed. At fix o’clock 

, in the evening, the left wing of the JEnglifh advanced 

to 
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to the right of the Irifli, from whom they met withe H ap. 
fuch a warm and obftinate reception, that it was not 
without the moll furpriling enhrts of courage 
perfevcraiice that they at length obliged them to 
give ground ; and even then they loll it by inches. 

St. Kuth, feeing them in danger of being over- 
powered, immediately detached fuccours to them 
from his centre and left wing. Mackay no fooner 
perceived them weakened by thefe detachments, 
than he ordered three battalions to Ikirt the bog, 
and attack them on the left, while the centre ad- 
vanced through the middle of the morafs, the men 
wading up to the waift in mud and water. After 
they had reached the other fide, they found them- 
felres obliged to afeend a rugged hill, fenced with 
hedges and ditches ; and thefe were lined with muf- 
queteers, fupported at proper intervals with fquadrons 
of cavalry. They made fuch a defperate refinance, 
and fought with fuch impetuolity, that the aflailants 
were repulfcd into the middle of the bog with great 
lofs, and St. Ruth exclaimed — “ Now will I drive 
“ the Englilh to the gates of Dublin." In this 
critical conjundlure Ptolemache came up with a 
frelh body to fuftain them, rallied the broken troops, 
and renewed the charge with fuch vigour, that the 
Irilh gave way in their turn, and the Englifli re- 
covered the ground they had loll, though they 
found it impollible to improve their advantage. 
Mackay brought a body of horfe and dragoons to 
the aflillance of the left wing, and firft turned the 
tide of battle in favour of the Englilh. Major- 
General Rouvigny, who had behaved with great 
gallantry during the whole adlion, advanced with 
five regiments of cavalry to fupport the centre, 
when St. Ruth perceiving his defign, refolved to 
fall upon him in a dangerous hollow way, which he 
was obliged to pafs. Fo^his purpofe, he began 
to defeend Kircommodon-hill with his whole referve 
of horfe; but in ■’his way was killed by a cannon- • 

K 2 ball. 
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o 0 K ball. Ills troops immctliatcly halted, and his guards 
^ . retreated with his bodjf. IJis fau; ddpirited tluj 
tioops, and jjroduccd inch oonfullon as SarsiieUI 
could not remedy ; for though he was next in com- 
mand, he had been at variance \vith Si. Ruth fince 
the affair at Athlonc, and was ignorant of the plan 
he had concerted. Rouvigny, having pa/lcd the 
hollow way without oppolition, charged the enemy in 
flank, and bore down all before him with furpriling 
impetuofity: the centre redoubled their efforts, and 
puthed the Iiifli to the top of the hill, and then 
the w'hole line giving way at once from right to left, 
threw down their arms. The foot fled towards a 
bog in their rear, and the horfe took the route by 
the highvt ay to Loughneagh : both were purfued 
by the Englifli cavalry, who for four miles made a 
terrible llaiigbtcr. In the battle which lafled two 
hours, and in the purfuit, above four thoufanci of 
the enemy were Jlain, and fix hundred taken, to- 
gether with all their baggage, tents, jirovihon, am- 
munition, and artillery, nine-and-twenty pair of 
colours, twelve flandartls, and almoll all the arms 
of the infantry. In a word, the vii^lory was tlecilive, 
and not above eight Inuulred of the Rnglifli were 
killed upon the iield of battle. 'I'hc vanqtiilhed 
retreated in great conftiflon to Limerick, where 
they refolved to make a final fland, in hope of 
receiving iuch fuccours from h^ance, as would either 
enable them to retrieve their atfiiirs, or obtain good 
terras from the Court of England. There Tyrconnel 
died of a broken heart, after having furvived his 
authority and reputation. He had incurred the 
contempt of the French, as well as the hatred of 
the Irifli, whom he had advifed to fubrait to the new 
. government, rather than totally ruin themfelves and 
their families. 

§ XI. Immediately j^r the battle, detachments 
were fent to reduce Portumny, Bonnachar, and 
MooT-caftle, eonfxdcrable paflesr on the Shannon, 
3 which 
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which were accordingly fecurcd. Then Ginckeic jiap. 
advanced to Galway, which he funimoned to fur- 
render ; but he received a defiance from Lord Dillon 
and General D’Ulibne, who commanded the gar- 
rifon. The trenches were immediately opened ; a 
fort which commanded the approaches to the town 
was taken by allanlt ; fix regiments of foot, and 
four fquadrons of liorfe, pafled the river on pon- 
toons ; and the place being wholly invefted, the 
Governor thought proper to capitulate. The gar- 
rifon marched out with the honours of war, and was 
allowed fafe conduct to Limerick. Ginckel diredted 
his march to the fame town, which was the only pofl. 
of confequence that now held out for King James. 

Within four miles of the place he halted, until the 
heavy cannon could be broujght frorii Athlone, 
Hearing that Lutirel had been fdzed by t|ie French 
General D’Uflbne, and fentenced to be fhot for having 
propofed to furrender, he feiit a trumpet, to tell the 
commander, that if any perfon flioiild be put to 
death for fuch a propofal, he would make retalliation 
on the Irifli prifoners. On the twenty-fifth day of 
Augufl the enemy were driven from all their ad- 
vanced polls : Captain Cole, with a fquadron of 
Ihips, failed up the Shannon, and his frigates an- 
chored in fight of the town. On the twenty-fixtli 
day ®f the month the batteries were opened and a 
line of contravallation was formed : the Irifh army- 
lay encamped on the other fide of the river, on the 
road to Killalow, and the fords were guarded with 
four regiments of their dragoons. On the fifth day 
of September, after the towm liad been almoft laid in 
ruins by the bombs, and large breach- . made iq 
the walls by the battering cannon, the guns were 
difmounted, the out-forts evacuated, and fuch other 
motions made as indicated a refolution to abandon 
the fiege. The enemy tfS!>veffed their joy in loud 
acclamations ; but this was of lliort continuance. 

In the night the btlicgers began to throw a bridge 
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BO OK of pontoons over the river, about a mile higher up 

^ J* than the camp ; and this work was fmilheU before 

morning. A condderable body of hoife and fqot 
had palled wlien the alarm was given to the enemy, 
who were feized with Itich conllernation, that they 
threw down their arms and betook themfclves tq 
flight, leaving behind them their tents, baggage, 
two pieces of cannon, and one flanclard. The 
bridge was immediately removed nearer the town, 
and fortified ; all the fords and pafles were fecured, 
and the batteiies continued firing inccflantly till the 
twenty-fecond day of the month, when Gincke^ 
pafled over with a divifion of the army, and four- 
teen pieces of cannon. About four in the afternoon, 
the grenadiers attacked the forts that commanded 
Thomond-bridge, aijd carried them Iword in hand, 
after an obftinate reli fiance. The ganifon had made 
a fally from the town to fuppoit them ; and this 
detachment was driven back with fuch precipitation, 
that the French officer on command in that quarter, 
fearing tlie Finglifh would enter pell-mell with the 
fugitives, ordered the bridge to be drawn up, leaving 
his own men to the fury of a virtorions enemy. Six 
hundred were killed, two hundred taken prifoners, 
including many officers, and a great number were 
drowned in the Shannon. 

' i Xri. Then the Fnglifl) made a lodgement 
within ten paces of the bridge-foot ; and the Irilli, 
feeing themfelvcs furroimded on all lidos, determined 
to capitulate. General Sarsfield and Colonel Wahop 
lignined their refolution to Scravenmore and Rou- 
vigny : hoftages were exchanged 5 a negociation was 
immediately begun, and hoftilities ceafed on both 
lides of the river. The Lords Juliiccs aruved in 
the camj) on the firlf day of O^lober, and on the 
fourth the capitulation was executed, extending to 
all the places in the kiagiom that were flill in the 
hands of the Irilh. The Roman catholicks \vere 
redored to the enjoyment of fuch liberty in the 

excrcife 
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exercifc of religion as was confifl-ent with the lawsCH AP= 
of Ireland, and conformable with that which they , 

poflefled in the reign of Charles II. All perfons 
whatever were entitled to the prote^lion of thefe 
laws, and reftored to the pofleffion of their eflates, 
privileges, and immunities, upon their fubmitting 
to the prefent government, and talcing the oath of 
allegiance to their Majeftics King William and 
Queen Mary, excepting, however, certain perfons 
who were forfeited or exiled. This article even 
extended to all merchants of Limerick, or any other 
garrifon poflefied by the Irifh, who happened to be 
abroad, and had not borne arms fince the decla- 
ration in the firft year of the prefent reign, provided 
they fhould return within the term of eight months. 

All the perfons comprifed in this and the foregoing 
article were indulged with a general pardon of all 
attainders, outlawries, treafons, mifprifions of trea- 
fon, premunires, felonies, trefpalfes, and other 
crimes and mifdemeanours whatfoever, committed 
lince the beginning of the reign of James II. and 
the Lords Juftices promifed to ufe their beft endea- 
vours towards the reverfal of fuch attainders and 
outlawries as had pafled againll any of them in par-^ 
liament. In order to allay the violence of party, 
and extinguifli private animolities, it was agreed, 
that no perfon fhould be fued or impleaded on either 
fide for any trefpafs, or made accountable for the 
rents, tenements, lands, or houfes he had received 
or enjoyed fince the beginning of the war. Every 
nobleman and gentleman comprifed in thefe articles 
was authorifed to keep a fword, a cafe of piftols, 
and a gun for bis defence or amufement. The in- 
habitants of Limerick and other gariilons were per- 
mitted to remove their goods and chattels, without 
fearch, vifitation, or payment of duty. The Lords 
Juftices promifed to nf e i hp ir bell endeavours, that 
all perfons comprehended in this capitulation fhould 
for eight months be proteifted froin all arrefls and 

executions 
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B o o K executions for debt or damage; they undertook,. 

, b , that their Majedies fhould ratify thefe articles within 
the fpace of eight montlis, and ufe their endeavours 
that they might be ratified and confirmed in Par- 
liament. The fubfequent article was calculated to 
indemnify Colonel John Brown, whofe ellate and 
efi'ec^s had been feized for the ufe of the Irifl\ army 
by Tyrconnel and Sarsfield, which lalt had been 
created Lord Lucan by King James, and was now 
mentioned by that title. All perfons were indulged 
with free leave to rempve with their families and 
effedis to any other country except England and 
Scotland. All officers and folcliers in the fervicc of 
King James, comprehending even the Rapparees, 
willing to go beyond fea, were at liberty to march 
in bodies to the place of embarkation, to be con- 
veyed to the Continent with the French officers and 
troops. They were furniHied with paffports, con- 
voys, and carriages by land and water ; and General 
Ginckel engaged to provide feventy drips, if necef- 
lary, for their tranfportation, with two men of w-ar 
for the accommodation of their officers, and to ferve 
as a convoy to the fleet. It was flipulated, That 
the provifions and 'forage for their fubfiftence fliould . 
be paid. for on their arrival in Prance; Tliat hodages' ! 
fliould be given for this indemnification, as well as 
for the return of the fliips : That all the .garrifons 
ffiould march out of their refpediive, towns and for- 
trefles with the honours of wart- That the Irifli 
flrould have liberty to tranfport nine hundred horfes ; 
That thbfe who fluoul'd choofe to flay behind, might 
' difpoTe of themfelyes according to their own fancy, 
after having furrendered their arms to fuch Com- 
miffioners as the General , fliould appoint : that all 
prifoners of war fliould be fet at liberty on both 
fldes : That tHe. 'General fliould provide two veflels 
to- carry over, two diflerepi^eKfons to France, with 
intimation' of , this treaty-; and that none of thole - 
whp.were willing to. quit 'the kingdom fliould, be 

detained 
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detained on account of debt, or any other pretence, c ll a P. 
— ^'Phis is the fubdance of the iaraous treaty ot \ , 
Liroerick, which rtie Irifh Roman Catbolicks conli- 
dcred as the great charter of their civil and religious 
liberties. The town of Limerick was furrendered 
to Ginckel ; but both fides agreed, that the two 
armies (hould entrench therafelves till the Irifh 
could embark, that no dilbrders might arife from 
a communication. 

^ XIII. The Proleftant fubjedts of Ireland were 
extremely difgufted at thefe conceflions made in 
favour of vanquifhed rebels, who had exercifed fuch. 
adls of cruelty and rapine. They complained, That 
they therafelves, who had flittered for their lojnilty 
to King William, were negledted, and obliged to fit 
down with their loHes, while their enemies, who had 
fhed fo much blood in oppoiing his government, 
were indemnified by the articles of the capitulation, 
and even favoured with particular indulgencies. 

They were difmified with the honours of war: they 
were tranfported at the government’s expcnce, to 
fight againfl the Englilh in foreign countries ; an 
honourable provifion was made for the Rapparees, 
who were profefied banditti : the Roman Catholick 
irttepeft in Ireland obtained the fandlion of regal 
authority ; attainders were overlo'oked, forfeitures 
annulled, pardons extended, and laws fet afidc, in, 
order to effcdl a pacification, Ginckel had received 
orders to put an end to the war at any rate, that WiU 
liam might convert his whole influence and attention 
to the affairs of the Continent. When the articles 
of capitulation were ratified, and hoftages exchanged 
for their being duly executed, about two thouland 
Irifli foot, and three hundred horie, began their march 
for Cork, where they propoi'ed to mke (hipping for 
Prance, under the concluiR of Sarsfiekl : but three 
regiments refilling to qwi^thc kingdom, delivered 
up their arms, and difperled to their former habita- 
tions, Tbofe who remained at Limerick embarked 

on 
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BOO Ron the feventh day of November, in French tranf- 
V , ports ; and failed immediately to Franco, under the 
lOfli. convoy of a French Iquaclron, which had arrived in 
the bay of IDangle immediately after the capitula- 
tion was figned. Twelve thoufand men chofe to 
undergo exile from their native country, rather than 
fubmit to the government of King William. When 
they arrived in Franco, they were welcomed by a 
letter from James, who thanked them for their 
loyalty ; aftiired them they fliould Hill ferve under 
his commiHion and command ; and that the King of 
. France had already given orders for their being new 
clothed, and put into quarters of refreflrment. 

§ K-IV. The redueSlion of Ireland being thus com- 
pleted, Baron Ginckel returned to England, where 
he was folemnly thanked by the Houfe of Commons 
for his great fervices, .after he had been created Earl 
of Athlone by his Majefty. When the Parliament 
met on the twenty-fecond day of Odlober, the King, 
in-his fpeech, inftfled upon the necelHty of fending 
a ftrong fleet to fea early in the feafon, and of main- 
taining a confiderable army, to annoy the enemy 
abroad, as well as to proteft the kingdom from 
infult and invafion; for which purpofes, he faid, 
lixt 5 '-five thoufand men would be barely fufficient. 
Each Houfe prefented an addrefs of congratulation 
upon his Majelly’s fafe return to England, and on the' 
redudfton of Ireland: they promifed to aflifl him, to 
' the utmoll: of their power, in profecutinig the war 
■with France; and, at the fame time, dfew.npad- 
drefles to the Qtiecn, acknowledging her prudent 
adniiniftration during his Majefty’s abfence. Not- 
■withflanding this appearance of cordiality and com- 
plaifance, a Ipirit of difeontent had infinuated itfelf 
into botli Houfes of Parliament, and even infeefted 
greajt part of the nation. , 

^ XV. A great numbeBi^individuals, who wifl'^ed 
vtfell-to their country, could not, without anxiety and 
fefentchent, ’ behold the intereft of the nation, facri-: 

fice4 
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(iced to foreign connedlions, and the King’s favour cii a P. 
fo partially beflowed upon Dutchmen, in prejudice 111- 
to his Englifli lubje<Sls. They obferved, that the 
number of forces he demanded was confidcrabiy 
greater than tliat of any army which had ever been 
paid by the publick, even when the nation was in 
the moll imminent danger ; that, inftead of contri- 
buting as allies to the maintenance of the war upon 
the Continent, they had embarked as principals, and 
bore the greateft part of the burthen, though they 
had the lead ftiare of the profit. They even inft- 
nuatedj that fuch a Handing army was more calcu- 
lated to make the King abfolute at home, than to 
render him formidable abroad ; and the fecret friends 
of the late King did not fail to enforce thefe infinu- 
ations. They renewed their animadverfions upon 
the difagreeable part of his chara<5ler ; they dwelt 
upon his proud referve, his fullen filence, his impe- 
rious difpolition, and his bafe ingratitude, particu- 
larly to the Earl of Marlborough, whom he had dif- 
mifled from all his employments, immediately after 
the fignal exploits he had performed in Ireland. 

Tire difgrace of this nobleman was partly aferibed to 
the freedom with which he had complained of the 
King’s undervaluing his fcrvices, and partly to the 
intrigues of his wife, who had gained an afcendancy 
over the Priucefs Anne of Denmark, and is faid to 
have employed her influence in fomenting a jealouly 
between the two lifters. The malcontents of the 
whiggifh fadlion, enraged to And their credit 
declining at Court, joined in the cry which the Ja- 
cobites had raifed againft the government. They 
fcruplcd not to fay, that the arts of corruption were 
fhamefully pradlifcd, to fecure a majority iti Parlia- 
ment : that the King was as tender of the prerogative 
as any of iiis predecelibrs had ever been ; and 
that he even ventured admit Jacobites info his 
pouncil, becaufe they were the known tools of arbi- 
trary power, Thefe refledtions alluded to the Earh 
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jtooKaf RocUcflcr and Ratu'lagb, who, with Sir Edward 
t , Seymour, Ii:ul been lately crearcil Privy-couniellors. 

Kyi. Hochelter entertained very high notions of regal 
authority ; he iiropofcd feverity as one of the heft 
I’upportb of government ; was dear in his under- 
fianiUng, violent in his temper, and incorrnpt in his 
principles. Hanelagh was a man of parts and plca- 
furc, who pollcded the nioft plaulible and winning 
addrefs; and was capable of tranlading the moll 
important and intricate affairs, in the midfl. of riot 
and debauchery. He had managed the revenue of 
Ireland in the reign of Charles II. He enjoyed the 
afHce of pay-mafler in the army of King James ; 
and now maintained the fame footing under the 
government of William and Mary. Sir Edward 
Seymour was the proudefl commoner in England, 
and the boldcll orator that ever filled the Speaker’s 
chair. lie was intimately acquainted with the buli- 
iiefs of the Iloufc, and knew every individual mem- 
ber lb exai?lly, that with one glance of his eye he 
could progiKdiicate thc'Aite of every motion. He 
hadoppofed the court with great acrimony, qucllioned 
the King’s title, cenfured his condutfl, and rclleotcd 
upon his charat'ler. Ncvertlielcfs, he now became 
a prol'elytc, and was brought into the Treafury. 

§ XVX. The Coiifmons voted three millions, four 
hundred and eleven thoufand, fix hundred and 
levcnty-five pounds, for the ufe of the enfuing year; 

, but the eflablilhment of funds for railing thefe fup- 

plies was retarded, partly by the ill-humour of the 
oppolkion, and partly by intervening affairs, that 
diverted the attention of the Commons. Several 
eminent merchants prefented a petition to the Houle 
againft the Eall-India Company, charging them 
with manifold abufes ; at the fame time, a counter- 
petition was delivered by the Company, and the 
1 affair referred to the cx!ji»^ation of a committee 

f . appointed for that purpofe. After a minute enquiry 
1 into the nature of tlie complaints? the Commons 

voted 
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voted certain regulations with refped to the flock chap. 
and the traflick; and refolved to petition his , ^ 

Majefty, that, according to the laid regulations, the 
Eaft-India Company ihould be incorporated by 
charter. The committee was ordered to bring in 
a bill for this aflablifliment : but divers petitions 
being prefented againfl it, aud the Company’s 
anfwers proving unlatisfartory, the Houle add relied 
the King to diflblve it, and grant a charter to a new 
company. He faid it was an affair of great im- 
portance to the trade of the kingdom; therefore, 
he would conlider the fubjedl, and in a little time 
return a pofitive anfwer. The Parliament was like- 
wife amufed by a pretended confpiracy of the Papifls 
in Lancafliire, to raife a rebellion, and reflore James 
lo the throne. Several perfons were feized, and 
fome witnefles examined : but nothing appeared to 
juflify the information. At length, one Fuller, a 
prifoner in the King’s Bench, olFered his evidence, 
and was brought to the Bar of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, where he produced fome papers. Pie ob- 
tained a blank pals from the King for two perfons, 
who, he faid, would come from the continent to 
give evidence. He was afterwards examined at his 
own lodgings, where he aflirmeJ, that Colonel 
Thomas Delaval, and James Hayes, were the wit- 
nefles for whom he had procured the pafs and the 
protedlion. Search was made for them, according 
to his direction; but no fuch perfons were found. 

Then the Houfo declared Fuller a notorious im- 
poftor, cheat, and falfe accufer. He was, at the* 
requeft of the Commons profocuted by the Attor- 
ney-General, and fentenced to hand in the pillory; 
a difgrace which he accordingly underwent. 

^ XVII. A bill for regulating trials in cafes of 
high treafon having been laid alide by the Lords in 
the preceding feflioo, wa^^^ow again brought upon 
the carpet, and pafled the Lower Houfe. The 
defign of this bill was to fccure the fubjeiSi from the 

rigouns 
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BOOK rigours In which he had been expofed in the late 
^ ^ reigns : It provided, that the prifoncr Iliould be 

^[(^77 t'urnifhed with a copy of liis ind id) merit, as allb of 
the paanel, ten days before his trial : and, That his 
witncflcs Ihould be examined upon oath, as well as 
thofe of the crown. The Lords, in their own 
behalf, added a claufe, cnadling, That upon the Trials 
of any Peer or Peeicfs, for treafon or mifprillon of 
treafon, all the Peers who have a right to fit and 
voce in Parliament fhould be duly fummoned to 
affifl. at the trial : That this notice Ihonld be given 
twenty days before the trial : and, That every Peer 
lb fummoned, and appearing, fliould vote upon the 
occafion. The Commons rejedled this amendment; 
and a free conference enfued. The point was argued 
with great vivacity on both fides, which ferved only 
to inflame the difpiite, and render each party the 
more tenacious of their own opinion. After three 
conferences that produced notliing but animofity, 
the bill was dropped; for the Commons rcfolvcd to 
bear the hardfiiips of which they complained, rather 
than be relieved at the expence of purchaling a new 
privilege to the Lords ; and without this advantage 
the Peers would not contribute to their relief. 

§ XVlII, I'lie next objed that engrollcd the 
attention of the Lower I-Ioufe, was the mifearriage 
of the llcci during the fummer’s expedition. Admiral 
Ruficl, who commanded at fca, having been joined 
by a Dutch fquadron, failed in quefl of the enemy; 
but, as the French King had received undoubted 
intelligence, that the combined fquadrons were 
fuperior to his navy in number of fiiips and weight of 
metal, he ordered Tourville to avoid an engagement. 
This officer a<£led with fuch vigilance, caution, and 
dexterity, as baffled all the endeavours of Ruflel, 
who was, moreover, perplexed with obfeure and 
contradidlory orders. I^^fwrthelefs, he cruifed all 
■fiimmer, either in the channel or in foundings, 
for the proiedlion of the trade,- and, in particular, 

fccured 
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fecurcd the homeward-bound Smyrna fleet, in which CHAP, 
the Englifli and Dutch had ajoint concern, amount- 
ing to four millions flerling. Having fcoured the 
channel, and failed along great part of the French 
coatt, he returned to Torbay in the beginning of 
Auguft, and received freflr orders to put to fea again, 
notwithftanding his repealed remonftrances againft 
expofing large fliips to the ftorms that always blow 
about the time of the equinox. He therefore failed 
back to foundings, where he continued cruifing till 
the fecond day of September, when he was ovei taken 
by a violent tempeft, which drove him into the 
channel, and obliged him to make for the port of 
Plymouth. The weather being haay, he reached 
the Sound with great difficulty : the Coronation, a 
fecond-rate, foundered at anchor off the Ram-Head : 
the Harwich, a third-rate, bulged upon the rocks 
and periffied : two others ran alhore, but were got 
off with little damage : but ihc whole fleet was 
fcattered and diftrefled. The nation murmured at 
the fuppofed mifcondu6t of the Admiral, and the 
Commons fubjedted him to an inquiry : but, when 
they examined his papers, orders and inilruiSlions, 
they perceived he had adhered to them with great 
pundluality, and thought proper to drop the profecu- 
tion out of tendernefs to the minillry. Then the 
Houfe took into confideration fonie letters which had 
been intercepted in a French fhip taken by Sir Ralph 
Delaval. Three of thefe are faid to have been 
written by King James, and the reft fealed with his 
feal. They related to the plan of an infurredlion in 
Scotland, and in the northern parts of England : 

Legge, Lord Dartmouth, with one Crew, being men- 
tioned in them as agents and abettors in the dclign, 
warrants were immediately iffiied againft them ; 

Crew abfeonded, but Lord Dartmouth was com- 
mitted to the Tower, jti^d Prefton was examined 
touching fome cyphers whichi'they could not explain, 
and, pretending ignorance, was imprisoned in New- 
gate, 
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BOOK gate, from whence, however, he foon obtained his 
1- ^ releafe. The fimds for the fupplies of the enfuing 
year being cHablilhed, and icvcral adis * palfcd 
relating to domeflick regulations, the King, on the 
twenty-fourth day of February, clofotl the fedfion 
with a Ihort fpeech, thanking the Parliament for 
their dcinonflations of atfctihon in the liberal fup- 
plies they had granted, and communicating his 
intention of repairing fpeedily to the continent. 
Then the two Houfes, athisdedre, adjourned them- 
fclves to the twelfth day of April, and the Parlia- 
ment was afterwards prorogued to the twenty-ninth 
of May by proclamation -j-. 

§ XIX. The King had fuffbred fo much in his 
reputation by his complaifance to the I’refbyterians 
of Scotland, and was fo difpleafed with the conduit 
of that ftubborn feth of religionills, that he thought 
jiropcr to admit fome prclatills into the adminillra- 
tion. Johnilon, who liad been font envoy to the 
Eleilor of Brandcnbcrg, was recalled, and with the 
Mader of Stair, made joint fccrctary of Scotland; 


* The linvs cniiPlcd m thU «.rss)nii wero llioht* ; an ari for ul>rn|\aliilg 
the oaih of supveumpy in livl-md, utul ap)iuiutin{\ other ouths; an 
act for tuUinp; auay olerpy from vsoino rjlleiulers, and nlhera 

' to ]miushmenl ; un act ap^auHt (U»or alealimi; 5 an uct for re|)airlu|y Uio 
hi^Unviiy}^, and aettlinfj l lie rates of canui;!,e of ^oods j an act fm’ the 
relief of creditors ajvnn'it fraudulent devisees ; jui iu‘t tor c\|>Iuiuiii|i; 

, and supplying the dofu'ts of Jonuer laws tor Uie hcltletnciU of the 
poorj an ad for the encour.igeiuenl of the lavedinu; and feeding yi‘ 
cattle^ and an act for usucrlahiuig the iilliCsS ofheinii unci ilaK. 

f In the course of this se.sdon, Dr, Wdwood, a Soollish nhy/ieian, 
was taken into Ciistodys and reprimanded at the bur of the’ House 
of (’ominons, for hmmig inflected upon lliut House in tt ueekly 
paper entitled Mcrouiia's llerurmutua ; but, as it was ^v^Uten in 
defence of the 'aoicnimeni, the King appointed him one of bis 
physicians in ordinary. Ac this period, C’hiules MoiiUviu, after- 
wanls lurl of Hairfjx, di'itiaguwhcd himself in the House of 
(knmnous by his fine talents and clot|uence. Tlic privy seal was 
conunitled to the Earl of Pembroke j I/ird Viscount Sydney was 
created Hovd lieuteuanl of Ireland 5 Sir John Sdiners appointed 
Attorney General 5 and the Lincoln, vacant by the (leath of 

Barlow, confeircd upon DyT ihniuas Tennison, who had been 
recommended to the King as a Divine uaniukable for hia piety and 
moderation. r 

Melvill, 
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Melvill, who had declined in his importance, was CHAP, 
made Lord Privy-Seal of that kingdom ; Tvveeclale 
was conflituted Lord Chancellor : Crawfurd retained 
the office of Prefident of the Council ; and Lothian 
was appointed high CommilTioner to the general 
allembly. The Parliament was adjourned to the 
fifteenth day of April, becaufc it was not yet com- 
pliant enough to be afiembled with fafety; and 
the epHcopal clergy were admitted to a fhare of the 
church-government. Thefe raeafures, inftead of 
healing the divifions, ferved only to inflame the 
animouty of the two parties. The epifcopalians 
triumphed in the King’s favour, and began to treat 
their antagonifts with infolence and fcorn : the Pref- 
byterians were incenfed to fee their friends difgraced, 
and their enemies diflinguiffied by the royal indul- 
gence. They infilled upon the authority of the law, 
which happened to be upon their fide ; they became 
more than ever four, furly, and implacable ; they 
refufed to concur wdth the prelatifts, or abate in the 
lead, circumftances of difeipline ; and the aflembly 
was dillolved, without any time or place affignetl 
for the next meeting. pThe Prclbyterians pretended 
an independent right of alfcmbhng annuall)*, e\en 
without a call from his Majelly : they therefore 
adjourned thcmfelves, after having protefied againft 
the dillblution. The King refented this meafure, 
as an infolent invafion of the prerogative, and con- 
ceived an averfion to the whole lc«51, who in' their 
turn began to lofe all refpedt for his perfon and 
governmenl. 

§ XX. As the Highlanders were not yet totally 
reduced, the Earl of Bicadalbane undertook to 
bring them over, by dilliibuting fums of money 
among their chiefs ; and filtetn thoufand pounds 
were remitted from England for this purpofe. The 
clans being informed ofr^ys remittance, fufpedled ' 
that the Earl’s defign was to appropriate to himfelf 
the bell part of tiie money, and when he began to 

VOL. I, L treat 
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K treat with them made fuch extravagant demandp,, 

__^that he found his fchcme impnidlicable, lie was 
therefore obliged to refund the fum he had received j 
and he rcfolved to wreak his vengeance with the firft 
opportunity, on thofe who had fruflraicd his inten- 
tion. He who chiefly thwarted his nogociation, was 
Macdonald of Glencoe, whofe oppofltion rofe from 
a private circumftance, which ought to have had no 
efledt upon a treaty that regarded thepublick weal. 
Macdonald had plundered the lands or Brcadalbane 
during the courfe of hoftilities ; and this nobleman 
infifted upon being indemnified for his lofles, from 
the other’s fhare of the money which he was em- 
ployed to diftribute. The Highlander not only 
refufed to acquiefee in thefe terms, but, by his in- 
fluence among the clans, defeated the whole feheme, 
and the Earl in revenge devoted him to dcftrudlion. 
King William had by proclamation offered an 
indemnity to all thofe who had been in arms againft 
him, provided they would fubmit, and take the 
oaths by st ceruiin day; and this was prolonged to 
the clofc of the prefent year, with a denunciation of 
military execution againft thofe who fliould hold out 
after the end of December, Macdonald, intimi- 
dated by this declaration, repaired on the very laft 
day of the month to Fort- William, and defired that 
the oaths might be tendered to him by Colonel Hill, 
Governor of that fortrefs. As this oflicer was not 
yefted with the power of a civil magiflrate, he 
refufed to admiriifler them ; and Macdonald fet out 
immediately for Inverary, the county-town of 
Argyle. Though the ground was covered with 
fnow, and the weather intenfely cold, he travelled 
with fuch diligence, that the term preferibed by the 
proclamation was but one day elapfed when he 
reached the place^ and addrefled himfelf to Sir 
John Campbell, fherifF pftyhe county, who, in con- 
flderation of his difappointment at Fort-William, 
yras prevailed upon to adminifter-the oaths to him 

and 
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and |ns adherents. Then they returned to- theit CHAP, 
own nabitaiions in the valley of Glencodj in fall 
confidence of being poteded by the government, 
to which they had fofolemnly fubmitted. 

§ XXL Ei'eadalbane had reprefented Macdonald 
at Court as an incorrigible rebel, as a ruffian inured 
to bloodffied and rapine, who would never be obe- 
dient to the laws of his country ; nor live peaceably 
under any Sovereign. Pie obferved, that he had 
paid no regard td the proclamation, and propofed 
that the government ffiould facrificc him to the 
quiet of the kingdom, in extirpating him. With his 
family and dependents, by military execution. His 
advice was fup ported by the fuggenions of the other 
Scottifli niinillers ; and the King, whofe chief 
virtue was not humanity, figned a warrant for the 
deftrudlion of thofe unhappy people, though it does 
not appear that he knew of Macdonald’s fubmiffion. 

An order for this barbarbus execution, figned and 
counter-figned by his Majefty’s own hand, being 
tranfmitted to the Mafier of Stair, Secretary for 
Scotland, this minifter fent particular diredlions lo 
Livingflone, who commanded the troops in that 
kingdom," to put the inhabitants of Glencoe to the 
fword, charging him to take no prifoners, that the 
feene might be more terrible. In the month of 
P'ebruary, Captain Campbell, of GJenlyon, by vir- 
tue of an order from Major Duncanfon, marched 
into the valley of Glencoe, with a company of foU> 
diers belonging to Argyle’s regiment, ori pretence 
of levying the arrears of the land-tax and hearth- 
money. When Macdonald demanded whether they 
came as friends or enemies, he anfwered, as friends, 
and promifed, upon his honour, that neither he not 
his people fhould fuftain the lead injury. In earn- 
fequence of this declaration, he and his men were 
received with the mofi: coriki hofpitality, and lived 
fifteen days with the men of the valley, in all the 
appearance of thc*moft* unrefcrvetfcffieatJfijip. At 

L a length 
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.BOOK length fhe fatal period approached. Maedoiudd and 
, Campbell having paflcdi the day together, parted 
about I'even in the evening, with invitual proleflionit 
of tlio vvarraefl. afletflion. 'I'hc younger Macdonald, 
perceiving the guards doubled, began to fnlpedi: 
ibme treachery, and cuinmunieatod his fulpicion to 
his brother; but neither be nor ilie father would 
harbour the lead doubt of Campbell’s lincerity ; ric- 
verthelefs, the two young men wtnt forth jinvately, 
to make further obfervations. They overheard the 
common foldiers fay they liked not the work ; that 
though they would have willingly fought the Macdo- 
nalds of the Glen fairly in the.lield, tliey held it bafe 
to murder them in cool blood, but that their officers 
were anfwerable for the treachery. When the youths 
haded back to apprife their father of the impending 
danger, they faw the houfe already furroimded: 
they heard the difeharge of mulkcts, tlie Ihrieks of 
women and children ; and, being (Icllitute of arms, 
fccui'cd, their own lives by immediate /light. The 
favage miniflers of vengeance had enicrt^l the old 
juan’s chamber, and /hot him tlirough the head. 
He fell down dead in', the arms of hia wUe, who died 
•next day, dillradled by the horror of licr hulhand's 
fate. 'The. Laird of Auchintrincken, Macdonald’s 
■guefcj.vvho had three months before this period fub- 
•iniiteil to the government,, and at tlii.s very time had 
!a {/rotedlion in' bis pocket, was put to death witliout 
.qdic/iioij,: A; boy of eight years, who fell at Oimp- 
•bell’B'fce/i, .imploring, meiicy, and o/lering to ferve 
him -.ftni ,iifc, wias ftabbcfl to the heart by one 
■pmmnlwtl, a fubaltern o/Ecer. Eight-and-thirty 
jt'eribi^ fuhbrod in this manner, the greater part of 
whom weheiurprifed in their, beds, and hurried into 
etccnity riafpre ;thcy had time to implore the divine 
"dciign was to butcher all the males 
hmderifQsVe^tyi that Uve^n the valley, the number 
;Qfi wbqm t^jfiounted.to. two hundred ; but fome of 
stbc detaSjbflieiitsl.didj}otftrrive foon enougli to fecure 
ri. i r s _ ’ the 
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tlw pafics, fo that one h'undrkl and lixty efcaped. C ii a P. • 
Campbell, having perpetrated this brutal maflacre, 
ordered all the houses to be burned, made a pre)’' 
of all the cattle and effects that were found in the 
valley, and left the hel})lefs women and children, 
whofe fathers and liufbands he had murthered, naked 
and forlorn, without covering, food, or flieher, in 
the midft of the fnow that covered the whole face of 
the country, at the diHance of lix long miles from 
any. inhabited place. Dillradted with grief and 
horror, furrouiidcd with the flrades of night, thiver- 
ing with cold, and appalled with the apprelienfion of 
immediate death from the fwords of thofc who had 
facrificed their friends and kinsmen, they could not 
endure fuch a complication of calamities, . but 
generally periilied in the wafte, before they could 
receive theleah comfort or affihance. This barbarous 
maflacre, performed under the fandlion of King Wil- 
liam’s authority, answered the immediate purpose of 
the Court, by ftriking terror into 'the hearts of the 
Jacobite Higlilandcrs: but at the fame time excited 
the horror of all those who had not renounced every 
fenriment of humanity, and produced fucli _ an 
averfion to the government as all the arts of a 
miniftry could never totally furmount. A detail of 
the particulars was publiflied at Paris, with many 
exaggerations, and the Jacobites did not fail to 
expatiate upon every circumftance, in domeftiefc 
libels and private converfationr The King alarmed Burnet, 
at the outcry which was raifed upon this occafion, ^^nnet 
ordered an inquiry to be set on foot, and difmifled Life of k. 
the Mailer of Stair from his employment of Secre- 
tary j he likewife pretended that he had fubferibed 
the order atnidd a heap of other papers, without Voltsdie. 
knowing the purport of it; but as he did not feverely ' 
punifh thofe who had made his authority fubftr^’^ertt 
to their own cruel reveng^ the imputation iluck .fail 
to his charadler ; and the Highlanders, vthftugh 
terrified into fileifce and fubmiflion, were infpired 

with 
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BOOK with the moft implacable refentment againft his 
t , perfon and adminiHration. 

§ XXII. A great number in both kingdoms 
waited impatiently for an opportunity to declare 
in behalf of their exiled Monarch, who was pundlu- 
ally informed of all thefe tranfa^ions, and endea- 
voured to make bis advantage of the growing dif- 
content. King William having fettled the domef- 
tick affairs of the nation, and exerted uncommon 
care and alfiduityin equipping a formidable fleet, 
embarked for Holland on the fifth day of March, 
and was received by the States-General with ex- 
prefEons of the moft cordial regard. While he was 
here employed in promoting the measures of the 
grand confederacy, the French King rcfolved to 
invade England in his abfence, and feemcd heartily 
engaged in the intereft of James, whofc emiflliries 
in Britain began to beftir ihemfelves with un- 
common alftduity, in preparing the nation for his 
return. One Lant, who was imprifoned on fufpicion 
of diftributing his commiflions, < had the good for- 
tune to be releafed, and the Papifts of Lancafhire 
difpatched him to the court of St. Germain’s, with 
an aflurance that they were in a condition to receive 
their old Sovereign. He returned with advice that 
King James would certainly land in the fpring ; and 
that Colonel Parker and other officers fhould be fent 
over with full inftruftions, touching their condudl: at 
and before the King’s arrival. Parker accordingly 
• repaired to England, and made the Jacobites ac- 
quainted with the whple fcheme of a defeent, which 
Louis had adlually concerted with the late King. 
He afllircd them that their lawful Sovereign would 
once more viftt his Britifli dominions, at the head 
of thirty thoufand eftedlive men, to be embarked at 
La Hogue'} that the tranfports were already pre- 
pared, and a ftrong d’qu'adron equipped for their 
ponvoy } hp, therefore, exhqrted them to be fpeedy 
^ " and 
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and fecret in their preparation, that they mightCHAP. 
be in readinefs to take arms, and co-operate in ^ . 

efFediing his reftoration. This officer, and one 
Johnfon, a prieft, are faid to have undertaken the 
aflaffination of King William ; but, before they 
could execute their delign, his Majefty fet fail for 
Holland. 

§ XXirr. Meanwhile James addreiled a letter to 
feveral Lords who had been formerly members of his 
council, as well as to divers Ladies of quality and 
diftindlion, intimating the pregnancy of his Queen, 
and requiring them to attend as witnefles at the 
labour. He took notice of the injury his family 
and honour had fuftained, from the cruel afperfions 
of his enemies concerning the birth of his fon, and 
as Providence had now favoured him with an oppor- 
tunity of refuting the calumny of thofe who affirmed 
that the Queen was incapable of child-bearing, he 
alTured them, in the name of his brother, the French 
King, as well as upon his own royal word, that they 
fhould have free leave to vjfit his Court, and return 
after the labour.* This invitation, however, no 
perfon would venture to accept. He afterwards 
employed bis emilTaries in circulating a printed 
declaration, importing that the King of France 
had enabled him to make another effort to re- 
trieve his crown; and that, although he was fur- 
nifhed with a number of troops fufficjent to untie 
the hands of his fubjedls, he did not intend to 
deprive them of their fhare in the glory of reftoring 
their law-ful King and their ancient government. 

* The letter was dlrecleJ not only fof privy couitsellors, but also ro 
the Duchesses of Somerset and Beaufort, the Maichionesa of Halifax, 
the Countesses of DeiW, IViiilgiavei Hutland, Brooks, Nottingham, 

Lumley, and Dauby, the Ladies Fitzharding, and FretchviUe, liiose 
of Sir John Trevor, Speaker of the House oi Commons, Sir Edwaid 
Seymour, Sir Christopher Musmve, the wives of Sit Thomas Staui- 
ford, liOrd-Mayor of London, v- William Ashhutst, and Sir Elcbard 
]^vert the Bheiids, ai\d» lastly, to Dr* Chanibeilaihf the i^oue prac<^ 
titioner in midwifery* 

He 
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B o 0 K He exhorted the people to join his llandard. He 
^ ^ allured them that the foreign auxiliaries fhould 

behave with the mod regular difciplinc, and be lent 
back immediately after his re-cllabli(hmcnt. He 
obferved, that when luch a number of his fubje£ls 
were fo infatuated as to concur with the unnatural 
delign of the Prince of Orange, he had chofen to 
rely upon the fidelity of his Engliflt army, and 
refufed conliderable uiccours that were offered to 
him by his moil Chrillian Majedy ; that when he 
was ready to oppofe force with force, he neverthelefj 
oifered to give all reafonable fatisfadion to his 
fubjeds who had been milled, and endeavoured to 
open their eyes, with refped to the vain pretences 
of ills adverfary, whofe aim was not the reformation 
but the fubveriion of the government: that when he 
faw hinifelf deferred by his army, betrayed by his 
minifters, abandoned by his favourites, and even 
his own children, and at lafl. rudely driven from his 
own palace by a guard of infolent foreigners, he 
had, for liis perfonal fafety, taken refuge in France; 
that Ins retreat from the malice and cruel defigns of 
the ufurper had been conftrued into an abdication, 
and the whole Conftitution of the monarchy de- 
llroyed by a fet of men illegally aflembled, who in 
fad, had no power to alter the property of the 
meaneft fubjed. He exprelled his hope that by this 
time the nation had fairly examined the account, 
and, from the lolles and enormous expcnce of the 
three lafr 3 'ears, were convinced that the remedy 
was worfe than the difeafe ; that the beginning, like 
the firft years of Nero’s reign, would, in all pro- 
bability be found the mildeft part of the ufurpation, 
and the inilruments of the new' cflabliflrment live to 
fuffer feverely by the tyranny they had raifed ; that 
even though the ufurpation Ihould continue during 
his life, an indifputable ti^je would furvive in his 
ilfiie, and expofc the kingdom to all the miferies of 
’ a civil war. lie not only folicited -but commanded 

9 his 
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his good fubjeds to join him, according to theircllAP. 
duty, and the oaths they had taken. Ide forbade ^ , 

them to pay taxes or any part of the revenue to the 
ufurper. He promifed pardon, and even rewards, 
to all thofe who fhould return to their duty, and to 
procure m his firfl Parliament an adl of indemnity, 
with an exception of certain perfons* whom he now 
enumerated. Ue declared that all foldiers who 
fhould quit the fervice of the ufurper, and inlift 
under his banners, might depend upon receiving 
their pardon and aircars; and that the foreign 
troops, upon laying clown their arms, fhould be 
paid and tranfported to their refpedtive countries. 

He folemnly protefted that he would protedl and 
maintain the Church of England, as by law efla- 
blifhed in all their rights, privileges, and poflcllions: 
he fignified his refolution to ufe his influence with 
the Parliament for allhwing liberty of confciencc to 
all his fubjedls, as an indulgence agreeable to the 
fpirit of the Chriflian religion, and conducive to the 
wealth and profperity of the nation. Pie faid his 
principal care fliould be to heal the wounds of the 
late diftradlions ; to reftore trade by obferving the 
adt of navigation, which had been lately fo much 
violated in favour of ftrangers; to put the navy in a 
flourifhing condition ; and to take every flep that 
might contribute to the greatnefs of the monarcliy 
and the happinefs of the people. ‘He concluded 


* Thci?e excepted were the Duke of Ormond, the Maignia of 
WincheiUr, the Faria of Sundtiland, Hath, Dmiby, and Nty.iing- 
ham, the Lords Ncwinrt, f>elanieic, Wiltshire, CJulehoater, C'oin- 
burj, Dunblain, anti (linrchill; the Dbliopii of 1 ondon and St. 
Asaph, Sir Robcit llo\t ml, Sir John Woiclen, Sii Saniuel Grim- 
stone, Sir Stephen J'Vr., Sir Ticbj, Sir Ija'il Dixtvcil, Sir 

.Tatnoi Ovenden, Dr. John Tillotaoii, Dr. Crilhc t Butrict; Fraiicw 
Riia'icl, Richard la'teon; John Tieiicliaid, Clurlos IJuneomb, citi- 
srens of London : Itldwaitla, Stapleton, anil Hunt, bhbeinien, and all 
others who had offeied personal indii>nitiei to him at Feverthani j or 
h.tit been eonceined in tile batb.*lus- nun titer of .Tohn Ashton Cross 
01 .my other wlio li.id anlterod death Tor ibeii lo3'itlty ; and all spici, 
or '■iich as had bcti,i}ud liL council during luti late abjcnce from 
I'.t^'and. 

\Yith 
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BOOK with profeHions of refignation to the Divine Will, 
^ , declaring, that all who (hould reject his offers of 

mercy, and appear in arms againll him, would be 
aiifwerable to Almighty God for all the blood that 
Ihould be fpilt, and all the mifcries in which thefe 
kingdoms might be involved by their defperate and 
uureafonable oppofition. 

^ XXIV. While this declaration operated varioufly 
on the minds of the people, Colonel Parker, with 
fome other officers, inlifted men privately for the 
fervice of James in the counties of York, Lancafter, 
and in the Bifhoprick of Durham; at the fame time, 
Pountaine and Holeman were employed in raifing 
two regiments of horfe at London, that they might 
join their mafter immediately after his landing. His 
partifans fent Captain Lloyd with an exprefs to Lord 
Melfoot, containing a detail of thefe particulars, 
with an affurance that they had brought over Rear- 
Admiral Carter to the intereft of his Majefty, They 
likewife tranfmitted a lift of the fliips that compofed 
the Engliih fleet, and exhorted James to ufe his in- 
■fluence with the French King, that the Count de 
Tourville might be ordered to attack them before 
they fhould be joined by the Dutch fquadron. It 
was in confequence of this advice, that Louis com- 
manded Tourville to fall upon the Englifh fleet, 
even without waiting for the Toulon fquadron, com- 
manded by the Marquis D’Etrees. By this time 
James had repaired to La Hogue, and was ready to 
embark with his army, confifting of a body of French 
troops together with fome Englifh and Scotch re- 
fugee.s, and the regiments which had been tranf- 
ported from Ireland by virtue of the capitulation of 
Limerick. 

§ XXV. The miniftry of England was informed 
of all thefe particulars, partly by fome agents of 
James, who betrayed hjsrfaufe, and partly by Ad- 
miral Carter, who gave the Queen to underftand he 
had been tampered with; and -was inftrmftei^ to 

amuie 
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atnufe the Jacobites with a negociation. King Wil-c H A p. 
liam no fooner arrived in Holland, than he hadened ^ , 

the naval preparations of the Dutch, fo that their iCysT 
fleet was ready forfea fooner than was expedled; and 
when he received the firft intimation of the projedled 
defcent, he detached General Ptoleraache with three 
of the Englifh regiments from Holland. Thefe, 
reinforced with other troops remaining in England, 
were ordered to encamp in the neighbourhood of 
Portfmouth. The Queen ifllied a proclamation, 
commanding all Papifts to depart from ’London and 
Weftminfter : the members of both Houfcs of Par- 
liament were required to meet on the twenty-fourth 
day of May, that (he might avail hcrfelf of their 
advice in fuch a perilous conjundlure. Warrants 
were expedited for apprehending divers difafledted 
perfons ; and they withdrawing themfelves from their 
refpediive places of abode, a proclamation was pub- 
lifhed for difeovering and bringing them to juliice. 

The Earls of Scarfdale, Litchfield, and Newburgh ; 

The Lords Griffin, Forbes, Sir John Fenwick, Sir 
Theophilus Oglethorpe, and others, found means to 
elude the fearch. The Earls of Huntingdon and 
Marlborough were fent to the Tower : Edward Rid- 
ley, Knevitt, Haftings, and Robert Fergufon, were 
imprifoned in Newgate. The Bifliop of Rochelter 
was confined to his own houfe : the Lords Brudenel 
and Panffiaw were fecured: the Earls of Dunmore, 
Middleton, and Sir Andrew Forrefler, were difeo- 
vered in a Quaker’s houfe, and committed to prifon, 
with feveral other perfons of diftindtion. The train- 
bands of London and Weftminfter were armed by 
the Queen’s diredtion, and fhe reviewed them in per- 
fon: Admiral RuflTel was ordered to put to fea with 
all poffible expedition; and Carter with a fquadron 
of eighteen fail, continued to cruife along the French 
coaft to obferve the motions of the enemy. 

XXVI. On the eleventh day of May, Ruflel 
failed from Rye»to St. tielen’s, where he was joined 
a by 
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BOOK by the fquadron under Delaval and Girler. There he 
I- received a letter from the Earl of Nottingham, inti- 
mating, thatareporthavingbeenfpreadof the Queen’s 
fufpecSting the fidelity of the fea ofRcers, her Majefly 
had ordered him to declare in her name, that flic 
repofed the mod entire confidence in their attach- 
ment; and believed the report was raifed by the 
enemies of the government. The flag officers and 
captains forthwith drew np a very loyal and dutiful 
addrefs, winch was gracioufly received by the Queen 
and publUbed for the fatisfa<Slion of the nation, 
Iluficl, being reinforced by the Dutch fquadrons, 
commanded by Allcmondc, Callcmberg, and Van- 
dergoes, fet fail for the coaft of Fiance on the 
eighteenth day of May, with a fleet of ninety-nine 
fhips of the line, befides frigates and fire fhips. 
Next day about three o’clock in the morning, he 
difeovered the enemy, under the Count dc Tour- 
ville, and threw out the fignal for the line of battle, 
which by eight o’clock was formed in good order, 
the Dutch in the van, the bine divifion in the rear, 
and the red in the centre. The French fleet did not 
exceed fixty-three fhips of the line, and, as they 
were to windward, Tourville might have avoided an 
engagement: but he had received a politive order to 
fight, on the fuppofition that the Dutch and Engllfh 
fquadrons had not joined. Louis, indeed, was .ap- 
prifed of their jundtion before they were deferied by 
his Admiral, to whom he difpatched a countermand- 
ing order by two feveral veflels: but one of them 
was taken by the Englifli, and the other did not 
arrive till the day after the engagement. 

§ XXVII. Tourville, therefore, in obedience to 
the firfl mandate, bore down along fide of RuflH’s 
own fliip, which he engaged at a very fmall diflance. 
tie fought with great fury till one o’clock, when his 
rigging and fails being ^’ov“fiderabIy damaged, his 
fljip, the Riflng-Sun, which carried one hundred 
and four cannon, tvas towed out of the Jine in great 

difordcr. 
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d'lforclSr. Neverthelcfs^ the engagement continued C II A P. 
till three, when the llects were parted by a thick fog. , ,, 

When this abated, the enemy were deferied flying 
to the nortliward ; and Ruflel made the flgnal for 
chafing. Part of the blue fquadron came up with 
the enemy about eight in the evening, and engaged 
them hair an hour, during which Admiral Carter 
xvas mortally wounded. Finding himfelf in extre- 
mity, he exhorted his Captain to flght as long as the 
fhip could fwim; and expired with great compolure. 

At length, the French bore away for Conquet-Road, 
having .loft 'four . flaps in this day’s adlion. Next 
day, about eight in the morning, they were difeo- 
vered crowding away to the weftward, and the com- 
bined fleets chafed with all the fail they could carry, 
until Ruffel’s fore-topniaft came by the .board. 
Though he was retarded by this accident, the fleet- 
Hill continued the, purfuit, and anchored near Cape 
La Hogue. On the twenty-fecond of the month, 
about feven in the morning, part of the French fleet 
was perceived i ne/ir the Race of Alderney, fome at 
anchor, and fome driving to the eaflward with the 
tide of flood, i lififlU, and the fliips neareft him, 
immediately flipped their cables, and chafed. The 
Rifing-Sun, having loll her malls, ran afhore near 
Cherbourg, where fhe was burned by Sir Ralph 
Delaval, together with the Admirable, another firll- 
rate, and the Conquerant of eighty guns. Eighteen 
other fliips of their fleet ran into La Hogue, where 
they were attacked by Sir George Rooke, who de- 
ftroyed them, and a great number of tranfports laden 
with ammunition, in the mid ft of a terrible fire from 
the enemy, 'and in light of the Irifh camp. Sir 
John Afhby, with his own fquadron and fome Dutch 
Ihips, purfued the reft of the French fleet, which 
elcaped through the Race of Alderney, by ftich a 
dangerous jiaflage as tl^ Englifh could not attempt, 
without expoling their fln];)s to the moft imminent 
hazard. This ^vas a very mortifying defeat to the 

French. 
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BO OK French King, who had been fo long flattered with 
^ ^ an uninterrupted leries of vidiories: it reduced 

^^7 James to the lowefl: ebb of defpondence, as it fruf- 
trated the whole fcheme of his embarkation, and 
overwhelmed his friends in England with grief and 
defpair. Some hiftorians allege, that Rullel did 
not improve his vidlory with all advantages that 
might nave been obtained, before the enemy reco- 
vered their confternation. They fay his affection to 
the fcrvice was in a good meafure cooled by the dif- 
grace of his friend, the Earl of Marlborough : that 
he hated the Earl of Nottingham, by whofe channel 
he received his orders; and, that he adhered to 
the letter, rather than to the fpirit of his inftrudlions. 
But this is a malicious imputation ; and a very 
ungrateful return for his manifold fervices to the 
nation. He adled in this whole expedition with the 
genuine fpirit of a Britifli Admiral. He plyed from 
the Nore to the Downs with a very fcanty wind^ 
through the dangerous fands, contrary to the advico 
of all his pilots ; and by this bold paflage eflfedled a 
jundlion of the different fquadrons, which otherwife 
the F'rench would Isave attacked fingly, and perhaps 
defeated. He behaved with great gallantry during 
; the engagement ; and deflroyed about fifteen of the 

enemy’s capital fhips ; in a word, he obtained fuch 
a decilive vicftory, that during the remaining part of 
' the war, the French would not hazard another battle 

by fea with the Englifh. 

XXVIII. Ruflel having ordered Sir John Afhby, 
ana the Dutch Admiral Callemberg, to freer 
towards Havre dc Grace, and endeavour to deflroy 
the remainder of the French fleet, failed back to St, 
Helen’s, that the damaged fliips might be refitted, 
and the fleet fiiruilLcd wirh Irelli fupplies of provi- 
llon anti ammunition : but his principal motive was, 
to take on board a number of troops provided for a 
defctrit upon France, which bad been projedted by 
Finglarul and Holland, with a view to alarnv and 

diflra£l 
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di{lra£l th<? enemy in their own dominions. The CHAP. 
Queen was fo plcafed with the vidtory, that flie or- ^ ^ 

dered thirty thoufand pounds to be diftributed 
among the failors. She caufed medals to be ftruck 
in honour of theadtionj and the bodies of Admiral 
Carter and Captain Haftings, who had been killed 
in the battle, to be interred with great funeral pomp. 

In the latter end of July, feven thoufand men, com- 
manded by the Duke of Leinller, embarked on 
board tranfports, to be landed at St. Maloes, Breft 
or Rochefort; and the nation conceived the moft 
fanguine hopes of this expedition. A council of 
war, conlifting of land and fea officers, being held 
on board the Breda, to deliberate upon the fcheme 
of the miniflry, the members unanimoudy agreed, 
that the feafon was too far advanced to put it in 
execution. Neverthelefs, the Admiral having de- 
tached Sir John Alliby with afquadron, to intercept 
the remains of the French fleet, in their paflage 
from St. Maloes to Bred, fet fail for La Hogue with 
the reft of the fleet and tranfports : but in a few 
days the wind fhifiing, he was obliged to return to 
St. Helen’s. 

^ XXIX. The Queen immediately difpatchcd the 
Marquis of Caermarthen, the Earls of Devonlhire, 

Dorfet, Nottingham, and Rochefter, together with 
the Lords Sidney and Cornwallis,' to confult with 
the Admiral, who demonflrated the iropradlicability 
of making an effedhjal defcent upon the coaft of 
France at that feafon of the year. The defign was 
therefore laid afide ; and the rorces were tranfported 
to Flanders. The higher the hopes of the nation 
had been raifed by this armament, the deeper they 
felt their difappoiniment. A loud clamour was raifed 
againft the miniflry, as the authors of this mifcar- 
riage. The people complained, that they were plun- 
dered and abufed : that igimenfe fums were extorted 
from them by the mod griSvous impofitions ; 'that, 
by the infamous expedient of borrowing upon efla- 

bliflied 
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ROOK bliflied funds, their taxes were perpetuated : that their 

t , burthens would daily increafe ; that their treafure was 
either fquandered away in chimerical projedls, or 
expended in foreign connedtions, of which England 
was naturally independent. They were the more 
excufable for exclaiming in this manner, as their 
trade had fuffered grievoufly by the French priva- 
teers, which fwarmed in the channel. In vain the 
merchants had recourfe to the Admiralty, which 
could not fpare particular convoys, while large fleets 
were veqtiirecl for the defence of the nation. The 
French King, having nothing further to apprehend 
from the Englilh armament, withdrew his troops 
from the coaft of Normandy ; and James returned 
in defpair to St. Germain’s, where his Queen had 
. been in his abfence delivered of a daughter, who 
was born in the prefence of the Archbifhop of Paris, 
the Keeper of the feals, and other perfons of dif- 
tindlion. 

§ XXX. Louis had taken the field in the latter 
encl of May. On the twentieth day of that month 
he arrived at his camp in Flanders, with all the 
effeminate pomp of an Afiatick Emperor, attended 
by his women and parafites, his band of mufick, bis 
dancers, his opera, and, in a word, by all the mini- 
llers of luxury and fenfual pleafure. Having re- 
veiwed his army, which amounted to about one 
hundred and tw'enty thoufancl men, he undertook 
the liege of Namur, which he inveded on both lides 
of the Sambre, with about one half of" his army, 
while the other covered the liege under the con- 
mand of ’Luxembourg. Namur is lituated on the 
conflux of the Meufe and the Sambre, The citadel 
was deemed one of the llrongelt forts in Flanders, 
jlrengthened with a new work contrived by the fa- 
mous engineer 'Coehorn, who now defended .it in 
perfon. The Prince de Earbafon commanded the 
garrilbn, conlifiing of" nine thoufiind men. The 
place was well liipplied; and^ti^e Governor knew 
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that King William would make flrong eflbrts for its CHAP, 
relief ; fo that the befieged were animated with many ^ . 

concurring confiderations. Notwithftanding thefe isgs. 
advantages, the aflailants carried on their attacks 
with fuch vigour, that in feven days after the trenches 
were opened the town capitulated, and the garrifon 
retired into the citadel. King William, being 
joined by the troops, of Brandenburgh and Liege, 
advanced to the Mehaigne, at the head of one hun- 
dred thoufand effcdlive men, and encamped within 
cannon fliot of Luxembourg’s army, which lay on 
the other fide of the river. That General, however, 
had taken fuch precautions, that the King of Eng- 
land could not interrupt the fiege, nor attack the 
French lines without great difadvantage. The be- 
fiegers, encouraged by the prefence of their Mo- 
narch, and affifled by the fuperior abilities of Vau- 
ban their engineer, repeated their attacks with fuch 
impetuofity, that the fort of Coehorn was furren- 
dered, after a very obftinate defence, in which he 
himfelf had been dangeroufly wounded. The citadel 
being thus left expofed to the approaches of the 
enemy, could not long withfland the violence of their 
operations. The two covered ways were taken by 
aflault : on the twentieth of May the Governor 
capitulated, to the unfpeakable mortification of King 
William, who faw himfelf obliged to lie inadlive at 
the head of a powerful army, and be an eye-witnefs 
of the lofs of the mofi; important fortrel's in the 
Netherlands. Louis, haying taken pofielRon of the 
place, returned in triumph to Verfailles, where he 
was flattered with all the arts of adulation; while 
William’s reputation fuffered a little from his mif- 
carriage, and the Prince of Barbafon incurred the 
fufpicion of treachery or mifeondutft. 

^ XXXI. Lu.'cembourg having placed a llrong 
garrifon in Namur, detached BouJfilers with a body 
of troops to La Bafliere: ind with the reft of his 
army encamped at Soignics. The King of England 

VOL. I. ' M fent 
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BOOK fent off detachments towards Liege and Ghent ; and 

t , on the fixth day of July polled himfclf at Genap, 
refolved to feize the firft opportunity of retrieving his 
honour, by attacking the enemy. Having received 
intelligence that the French General was in motion, 
and intended to take poll between Steenkerke and 
Enghien, he pafled the river Seiine, in order to an- 
ticipate his purpofe : but, in fpite of all his diligence, 
Luxembourg gained his point; and William en- 
camped at Lembecq, within fix miles of the French 
army. Here he refolved, in a council of war, to 
attack the enemy ; and every difpofition was made 
for that purpofe. The heavy baggage he ordered to 
be conveyed to the other fide of the Senne; and one 
Millevoix; a detedlcd fpy, was compelled by menaces 
to miflead Luxembourg with falfe intelligence, im- 
porting that he need not be alarmed at the motions 
of the allies, who intended the next day to make a 
general forage. On the twenty- fourth day of July, 
the army began to move from the left, in two 
columns, as the ground would not admit of their 
marching in an extended front. The Prince of 
Wirtemberg began the attack on the right of the 
enemy, at the head of ten battalions of Englilh, 
Danilh) and Dutch infantry : he was fupported by a 
confiderable body of^ Britifh horfe and foot, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Mackay. Though 
the ground was interfedled by hedges, ditches, arid 
narrow defiles, the Prince marched with fuch dili- 
gence, that he was in a condition to begin the batde 
about two in the afternoon, when he charged the 
French with fuch impetuofity, that they were driven 
from their pofis, and their whole camp became a feene 
of tumult and confufion. . Luxembourg, trufting to , 
the intelligence he had received, allowed himfelf to' 
be furprifed ; and it required the full exertion of his 
fuperior talents, to remedy the confequences of bis 
negledl. He forthwith forgot a fevere inclifpofition 
under which he.then laboured ; he^rallied his broken 

battalions i 
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battalions: he drew up his forces in order of battle, c HA 
and led them to the charge in perfon. The Duke 
cle Chartres, who was then in the fifteenth year of his 
age, the Dukes of Bourbon and Vendome, the Prince 
of Conti, and a great number of volunteers of the 
firll quality, put themfelves at the head of tlie houfe- 
bold troops, and fell with great fury upon the Eng- 
lifh, who were very ill fuppovted by Count Solmes, 
the officer who commanded the centre oif the allies. 

The Prince of Wirtemberg had talten one of the 
enemies’ batteries, and actually penetrated into theif 
lines 5 but finding hinifelf in danger of being overt- 
powered by numbers, he fent an aide-du-camp twice^ 
to demand fuccours from Solmes, who derided his 
diftrefs, faying, “ Let us fee what fport thefe Eng- 
“ lifh bull-dogs will make.” At length, wlien the 
King fent an exprefs order, commanding him to fuf- 
tain the left wing, he made a motion with his horfe, 
which could not adl while his infantry kept their 
ground ; and the Britiffi troops, with a few Dutch 
and Danes, bore the whole brunt of the engagement. 

They fought with furprifing courage and p^rfcveranco 
againft dreadful odds; and the event of the battle 
continued doubtful, until Boufflersjoined the French 
army with a great body of dragoons. The allies 
could not fuftain the additional weight of this rein- 
forcement, before which they gave way, though the 
retreat was made in tolerable order ; and the enemy 
did not think proper to profecute the advantage they 
had gained. In this adlion the confederates loft the 
Earl of Angus, General Mackay, Sir John Lanier, 

Sir Robert Douglas, and many other gallant officers, 
together with .about three thoufand men left dead on 
thefpor, the fame number wounded or raken, a great 
many colours and flandards, and feveral pieces of 
cannon. 

§ XXXII. The French, however, reaped no 
folid advantage from this* viilory, which cofl them 
about three thoufand men, including the Prince of 
* m 2 Turenne, 
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B bo K Turenne, the Marquis tie Bellefond, TilUdet, and 
. Fernacon. with many officers of diflindlion : as for 
i 6<}8. Millevoix the fpy, he was hanged on a tree, on the 
right wing of the allied army. King William re- 
tired linmolefted to his own camp ; and notwith- 
fianding all his overthrows, continued a refpedlable 
enemy, by dint of invincible fortitude, and a genius 
fruitful in refources. That he was formidable to the 
French nation, even in the midft of his ill fuccefs, 
appears from divers undeniable teftimonies, and from 
none more than from the extravagance of joy ex- 
‘prefled by the people of France, on occafion of this 
unimportant viAory. When the Princes who ferved 
in the battle returned to Paris, tfie roads through 
which they pafTed were almoft blocked up with mul- 
titudes ; and the whole air refounded with acclama- 
tion. All the ornaments of the , fafhion peculiar to 
both fexes adopted the name of Steenkerke ; every 
individual who had been perfonally engaged in the 
adlion was revered as a being of a fuperior fpecies ; 
and the j^panfports of the women rofc almoll: to a 
degree 'ot frenzy. 

‘ f X2^T][I. The French miniftry did not entirely 
depend dppri the fortune of the war for the execution' 
nf their revenge againll King William. They like- 
wife empldyed aflaffins to deprive him . of life, in the 
hioft treacherous manner. When Louvois died, bis 
fan, the Marquis de Barbefieux, who fucceeded him 
in', his office of Secretary, found, among his papers, 
the draft of a fcheme for this purpofe, and immedi- 
ately revived the defign, by means of the Chevalier' 
de Graiidval, a Captain of dragoons in the fervicei 
He and Colonel Parker engaged one Dumont, who 
Undertook to a'flaffinate King William. Madame 
deMaintenon, andPaparel, paymafter to the French 
army, were privy to the fcheme, which they encou- 
raged : the confpirators^are-faid to have obtained ah 
audience of King James, who approved of their 
undertaking, and affiived them of hw protedlidn ; but 
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that unfortunate Monarch was unjuflly charged C II A P. 
with the guilt of countenancing the intended mur- , . 

ther, as they communicated nothing to him but an 
attempt to feize the pevfon of the I*rince of Orange. 
Dumont a(!^ually inlided in the confederate army, 
that he might have the better opportunity to fhoot 
the King of England when he fhould nde out to 
vifit the lines, while Grandval and Parker repaired 
to the French camp, with orders to Luxembourg, 
to furnifh them with a party of horfe for the refeue 
of Dumont, after the blow ftiould beftruck. Whe- 
ther this man’s heart failed him, or he could not 
find the opportunity he defired, after having refided 
fome weeks in the camp of the allies, he retired to 
Hanover ; but ftill correfponded with Grandval and 
Barbefieux. This laft admitted one Leefdale, a 
Dutch baron, into the fecrct, and likewife imparted 
it to Monfieur Chanlais, Quarter-Mafter General of 
the French army, who animated Grandval and Leef- 
dale with the promife of a confiderable reward, and 
promifed to co-operate with Parker for bringing off 
Dumont, for this aflallin flill perfifled in his under- 
taking. Leefdale had been fent from Holland, on 
purpofe to dive to the bottom of this confpiracy, in 
confcquence of advice given by the Biitifh envoy at 
Hanover, where Dumont had dropped fome hints 
that alarmed his fufpicion. The Dutchman not 
only inlinuated himfelf into the confidence of the 
conlpirators, but likewife inveigled Grandval to 
Eyndhoven, where' he was apprehended. Under- 
fhanding that Dumont had already difeovered the 
defign to the Duke of Zell, and that he himfelf had 
been betrayed by Leefdale, he freely confefled all 
the particulars, without enduring the torture i and, 
being found guilty by a court-martial, was executed 
.as a traitor. 

§ XXXIV. About this ^period the Duke of 
licinfler arrived at Oftend, with the troops which 
had been embarked at St, Helen’?. He was for- 

nifhed 
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,J3001C fii'rtied with cannon fent dbwn the Meufe from 
Maeftricht ; and reinforced by a large detachment 
ffom the King’s camp at Gramont, under the 
command of General Ptolem'ache. He took pof- 
iellioh of Fumes, was joined by the Earl of Portland 
And M. D’Auverquerque, and a difpofition was 
made for invefting Dunkirk : but, on further deli- 
beration, the enterprife was thought very dangerous, 
and therefore laid afide. Fumes and Dixmuj’de, 
lately reduced by Brigadier Ramfay, were llrengtli-* 
ened with new works, arid fecured by ftrong 
garrifons. The cannon were feht back, and the 
troops returnittg to Oftend, re-embarked for England. 
This fruitlcfs expedition, added to the inglorious 
ilTue of the campaign, increafed the ill humour of 
the Britifli nation. They taxed William with having 
lain inadlive at Gramont with an army of one hun- 
dred thoufand men, while Luxembourg was polled 
' at Courtray with half that number. They faid, if 
he had found the French lines too ftrong to be 
forced, he might have paftW the Scheld higher up, 
and not only laid the enemy’s conquefts under con- 
tribution, but even marched into the bowels of 
France ; and they complained that Fumes and 
Dixmuyde were not worth the fums expended ih 
tnaintairiing their garrifons. On the twenty-ftxth 
day of September King William left the arniy 
under tbe command of the Eledlor of Bavaria, and 
repaired to his houfe at Loo : in two days' after his 
departure the camp at Gramont was broke up 5 the 
infantry marched to Marietikerke, aS?d the horfe to 
Caure. On the fixteenth day of Odlobef, the King 
receiving intelligence, that Boufflers had invefted 
Charlefoy, and Luxembourg taken poll in the 
neighbourhood of CondiS, ordered the troops to be 
jnftantly re-aftfembled between the village of Ixells and 
Halle, with deftgn tprraife the liege, and repaired 
to BrOftcls, where he held a Council of war, iri which 
th4 proper iheafures Were coticertC'd. He then re- 
turned 
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tamed to Holland, leaving the command with the CHAP. 
EleAor of Bavaria, who forthwith began his march , . 

for Charleroy. At his approach Boufflers abandoned 
the liege, and moved towards Philipville. The 
Eledlor having reinforced the place and tUrowJi 
fupplies into Aeih, diHributed his forces into winter- 
quarters. Then Luxembourg, who had cantoned 
his army between Conde, Leuzet and Tournay, 
returned to Paris, leaving Boulflers to command in 
his 

§ XXXV. The allies had been unfuccefsful in 
Flanders, and they were not fortunate in Germany. 

The Landgrave of Helie CalTel undertook the liege 
of Ebevemburg, which, however, he was obliged 
to abandon. The Duke de Lorges, who com- 
manded the French forces on the Rhine, furprifed, 
defeated, and took the Duke of Wirtemberg, who 
had polled himfelf with four thoufand horfe near 
Eidellheim, to check the progrefs of the enemy. 

Count Tallard having invelled llhinefield, the Land- 
grave marched to its relief with fuch expedition, 
that the French were obliged to defift and retreat 
with confiderable damage. The Elector of Saxony 
had engaged to bring an army into the field : but 
he complained that the Emperor left the burthen of 
the war with France upon the Princes, and converted 
his chief power and attention to the campaign in 
Hungary. A jealoufy and mifunderftanding enlued; 
Schoening, the Saxon General, in his way to the 
hot-baths at Dablitz in Bohemia, was feized by the 
Emperor’s order, on fufpicion of having maintained 
a pnvate correfpondence with the enemy, and very 
warm expoftulations on this lubjcdl palled between 
tire Courts of Vienna and Drefden. Schoening was 
detained two years in cullody; and at length rcleafed, 
on condition that he fhould never be employed 
again in the empire.' ^he war in Hungary pro- 
duced no event of importan?:e. The mini dry of tlw 
Ottoman Forte jwas dillradled by factions, and the 

fcraglio 
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BOOK feraglio threatened with tumults. The people were 
^ ^ tired of maintaining an unfuccefsful war : the Vifir 

was depofed ; and in the midft of this confufion, 
the garrifon of Great Waradin, which had been 
blocked up by the Imperialids during the whole 
winter, furrendored on capitulation. Lord Paget, 
the Englifh Ambaflador at Vienna, was fent to Con- 
ftantinople, with powers to mediate a peace ; but 
the terms •offered by the Emperor were rejedled at 
the Porte : the Turkifti army lay upon the defen- 
live, and the. feafon was fpent in a fruitlefs negoci- 
ation. 

^ XXXVI. The profpeft of affairs in Piedmont 
was favourable for the allies ; but the court of 
France had brought the Pope to an accommodation, 
and began to tamper with the Duke of Savoy. M. 
Chanlais was fent to Turin, with advantageous pro- 
pofals, which, however, the Duke would not accept, 

; ^ becaufe he thought himfelf entitled to better terms, 

, ‘ , confidering that the allied army in Piedmont 

amounted to fifty thoufand efl-edlive men, while 
Catinat’s forces were not fufficient to defend his 
j conquefts in that country. In the month of July the 

Duke marched into Dauphine, where he plundered 
a number of villages, and reduced the fortrefs of 
I Guilleftre; then .palling the river Darance, he in- 

! veiled Ambrun, which, after a liege of nine days, 

' furrendered on capitulation ; he afterwards laid all 

f the neighbouring towns under contribution. Here 

Duke Schomberg, who commanded the auxiliaries 
in the Englilli pay, publilhed a declaration, in th6 
name of King William, inviting the people to join 
his llandard, alluring them that his mailer had no 
other defign in ordering his troops to invade France, 
but that of relloring the noblefle to their ancient 
fplendour, their Parliaments to their former autho- 
rity, and the people to tl^eir juff privileges. He 
even offered his protedlibn to the Clergy, and pro- 
mifed to ufe his endeavours for revising the edict of 

Nantes, 
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Nantes, which had been guaranteed by the Kings of CIIAP. 
England. Thele offers, howevt-r, produced little , , 
effect ; and the Germans ravaged the whole country, 
in revenge for the cruelties which the French had 
committed in the Palatinate. The allied army ad- 
vanced from Ambrun to Gap, on the frontiers of 
Provence, and this place fubmitted without oppo- 
fition. The inhabitants of Grenoble, the capital of 
Dauphine, and even of Lyons, were overwhelmed 
with confl-ernation ; and a fairer opportunity of 
humbling France could never occur, as that part of 
the kingdom had been left almoft quite defencelefs ; 
but this was fatally negledled, either from the fpirit 
of dillention which began to prevail in the allied 
army, or from the indifpofition of the Duke of 
Savoy, who was feized with the fmall-pox in the 
raidft of this expedition; or, laftly, from his want of 
fincerity, wliich w'as flirewdly fufpedlied. He is 
faid to have maintained a conftant correfpondence 
with the court of Verfailles, in complaifance to 
which he retarded the operations of the confederates. 

Certain it is, he evacuated all his conquefLs, and 
about the middle of September quitted the French 
territories, after having pillaged and laid wade the 
country through which he had penetrated*. In 
Catalonia the French attempted nothing of import- 
ance during this campaign, and the Spaniards were 
wholly inaSive in that province. 

^ XXXVII. The Proteflant intcrefl. in Germany 
acquired an acceflion of flrength, by the creation of 
a ninth eledtorate in favour of Ernefl. Auguftus, 

Duke of Hanover. He had, by this time, re- 
nounced all his connedlions with France, and engaged 
to enter heartily into the intereft of the allies, in 
confideration of his obtaining the Eledloral dignity. 

* At this period Queen Mary, understanding that the Protestant 
Vaodois were desthute of minifter'j ito pieacli or teach the Gospel, 
estiibUshed a fund from her own privy purse, to mainlain ten preacU- 
er*, and as many schonlmastcrb, iji the vallies of Piedmout;* 

King 
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K King William exerted liimfelf fo vigoroufly in his 
behalf at the Court of Vienna, that the Emperor 
agreed to the propofal, in cafe the confent of the 
other eledlors could be procured. This aflent, 
however, was extorted by the importunities of the 
King of England, whom he durft not difoblige, 
Leopold was blindly bigotted to the religion of 
Home, and confequcntly averfe to a new creation, 
that would weaken the Catholick intereft in the 
Elcdtoral College. He, therefore, employed his 
emillaries to thwart the Duke’s nieafures. Some 
Proteilant Princes oppofed him from motives of 
jealoufy, and the French King ufed all his artifice and 
influence, to prevent the elevation of the Houfe of 
Hanover. When the Duke had furmounted all this 
oppofition, fo far as to gain over a majority of the 
electors, new objedlions were flartcd. The Emperor 
fuggefled that another Popifli EledVorate fliould be 
created to balance the advantage which the Lutherans 
would reap from that of Hanover ; and lie propofed 
that Auftria fhould be raifed to the fame dignity t 
but violent oppofition was made to this expedient, 
which would have vefled the Emperor with a double 
vote in the Elcdtoral College. At length, after a 
tedious negociation, the Duke of Hanover, on the 
nineteenth day of December, was honoured with 
the invcfliiure, as Eledlor of Brunfwick ; created 
Great Marflial of the empire, and did homage to 
the Emperor; nci’crthelcfs, he was not yet admitted 
into the college, becaufe he had not been able to 
procure the unanimous confent of all the cledlors*. 


Tn the besinninf; of September the shock of an carUiqnake was 
felt in Loncloiu and many nrber parts of England, as wdl as in 
France, (.-icrinany, and the Xetberlanch. Violent agitations of the 
&auie kind had happened about two numths before in Sicily and hlalta: 
and the town of in Janiutca almost totally ruined by 

the Ctuthquake • ihe place was so siwddeidy overflowed, that about 
fifteen hundred persons [lerishcd/ 


CHAP. 
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CPIAP. V. 

^ I. Falfe itifortnation agaiufi the Earl of Marliorought 
the Btjhop of Rocheflrr, and other u ^ II. Sources 
of national discontent. ^ III. Dijfention between the 
Queen and the Princefs Anne oj Demnaik. § IV. 
The Houfe of herds vindicate their prhnleges in hehclf 
of their imprifoned members. \ V. Phe Commons 
prefent address to the King and Quern, ^ VI, They 
acquit Admiral Ruffel, and rtfohe to advife his 
Majefly. § VII. They comply with all the demands of 
the nunijlry , § VII I, The Lords prfnt an ad.h efs 

of advice to the King. § IX. Difpute bt.lwe,n the 
Lords and Commons concerning Admiral Ru/fel ^ X. 
The Commons addi efs the King. They cflablifh the 
land-tax and otiur impofitions. ^ XL Burmfspaji- 
toral letter burnsd by the hangman, >§ XIL P/o- 
ceedings of the Lotver Houfe againfl the pradlice of 
kidnapping men for the fervice, \ XIII. The two 
Jlonfes addref the King on the grievances of Ireland. 
§ XIV. An account of the place-b If and ihat for 
triennial Parliaments, ^ XV. The Commons petition 
his Majefly that he wrmld diffolve the Eajl-hul a 
Company. § XVL Trial of Lord Mnhnn for mur' her. 
Alierations in the ntinijiry. § XVII The King 
repairs to the continent ,, and affembtes 'he confederate 
army in Flanders, ^ XVIII. The French reduce 
Huy, ^ XIX. Luxembourg nfolves to attack the 
allies. ^ XX. IVho are defeated at Landen. ^ XXL 
Chailetoy is befeged and taken by the enemy. ^ XX il. 
Campaign on the Rhine, The Duke of duvoy ts de~ 
feated by Catimit m the plain of Marfagliu. ^ XXI IL 
Tranjadiotts in Hungajy and Cat ilonui. \ XXIV. 
Naval affairs, ^ IKX.V. A fet t of merchant Jhips^ 
under convoy of Sir Deo^e llooke^ at tacked, ami 
partly defiroyed by the Fnnch Jtiuadrons. ^ XXVI. 
IFheekfs expedition to the Wejt-lndies. \ XXVIL 
9 Benbow 
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Bevhav) lomhatds Sf. Miiloes. § XXVIII. Th 
I'ttHch Kirtg hti% recov^fe to the media lion of Denmark, 
^ XXIX, Sevetity of the govetnment agaivj} the 
jueolntes. ^ XXX. Coniplai/ance of the Scottifh Par- 
liamemt. ^ XXXI. 'The King returns to Rngland, 
makes fome changes in the mini/hy, and opens the fef- 
fion of Parharnent. § XXXII. Roth hordes inipwe 
into the mifcarnages hy fca. ^ XXXIIL The Com- 
mons grant a vaji fum for the fer vices of the erfutna 
year. § XXXI V. The King i ejeas the hill agamfi 
free and impartial proceedings m Parliament \ and 
the Lozver Hotfe remonfratos on this fuhjeM. 
^ XXXV. Jdjluhl Jhment of the Rank of England, 
^ XXXVI. The Fafl-lndia Company obtain a new 
charier. § XXXVII, Rill for a general natm akssa- 
lion dtopped. ^ XXXVIII. Sir From is JPheeJer 
fttrijkes m a form. § XXXIX. 'The Enghjh attempt 
to make a defeent in Carnaret-hay, hut are leptdfed 
’with lofs, ^ XL. They bornhard Dieppe, liaare- 
de-Grace, Dunkirk, atrd Calais, § XLI. oidmiral 
Mrrfftl fa.ls for the Medilert anean relieves Barcelona, 
and winlt’S at Cidiv. XLII. Larfaignin Flan- 
ders, ^ The alEs reduce Uriy. ^ XLIV. 

The Prince of Raden j ajfes the lihinr, but is obliged 
to repafs that river Opirahons in Hungary , § XLV. 
Progrefs of the French in La talma. State of the 
•war in P.edrnont, ^ XLVI. The King returns to 
Engla id. 1 he Parl,uriu'nt rnei Is. The bill fo>' tri- 
ennial Purhaiiunis recuves the royal ajferit. § XLVII, 
Death of Ari hb'fh'ip Till •tfoir and of Q.ueen Mary, 
§ XLVIll. Rei onciliation betLoem the King and the 
Prmci fs of Denmark. 

BOOK ^ I. T^IIILE King William feemed wholly 
^ engroffed by the affairs of the continent, 
England was diflradted by domeftick diflention, and 
ovcrfprearl with \’ice, corruption, and profanenefs. 
Over and above the Jacobites, there was a fet of 
malcontents, whole number daily ipcreafecl. They 

5 not 
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nnt only murmured at the grievances of the nation, C II AP. 
but com[)ofe(l and publiflied elaborate diflertations , 

upon the f-imc fubje£l. Thefe made liich impref- vjyuT 
lions upon the people, already initated by heavy 
burthens, diflreflcd in their trade, and difappointed 
in their fanguine expectations, that the Queen thought 
it neceflary to check the progrefs of tbofe writers, by 
Hilling out a proclamation, offering a reward to fucU 
as would (Vifcover feditious libellers. The Earl of 
Marlborough liad been committed to the Tower, 
on the information of one Robert Young, a prifoner 
in Newgate, who had forged that nobleman’s hand- 
writing, and contrived the fcheme of an aflbeiation. 
in favour of King James, to which he affixed the 
names of the Earls of Marlborough and Saliibury, 

Sprat, BHhop of Rochefter, the Lord Cornbury, and 
Sir Bafiil Firebrace. One of his emiflaries had found 
means to conceal this paper in a certain part of the 
Bifliop’s houfe at Bromley in Kent, where it was 
found by the King’s meifengers, who fecured the 
Prelate in confequence of Young’s information. 

But he vindicated himfelf to the fatisfaflion of the 
whole council •, and the forgery of the informer was 
detected by the confeffion of his accomplice. The 
Bilhop obtained his releafe immediately, and the 
Earl of Marlborough was admitted to bail in the 
court of King’s-Beneb. 

§ IT. So many perfons of charadler and diflindlion 
had been imprifoned during this reign, upon the 
flighteft fufpicion, that the difconteiited part of the 
nation had fome reafon to infinuate, they had only 
exchanged one tyrant for another. They affirmed, 
that the tlabcas-Corpas Adi was either infufficient 
to protedl the fubjedl from falfe imprifonment, or 
had been fhamefully mifufed. They expatiated upon 
the lofs of ihips, which had lately fallen a prey to 
the enemy ; the confumgtion of feamen ; the neg- 
ledl of the fiflieries ; the interruption of commerce, 
in which the nation was fupplanted bv her allies, as 
' ' well 
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BOOK well as invaded by tier enemies ; the low ebb of the 
j kingdom’s treafure, exhaufled in hiring foreign 
bottoms, and paying foreign troops to fight foreign 
quarrels ; and the daughter of the bed and braved 
of their countrymen, whofe blood had been laviflily 
fpilt in fupport of connedlions with which they ought 
to have had no concern. They demonftrated the 
mifehiefs that neceflarily arofe from the unfettled date 
of the nation. They obferved, that the government 
could not be duly eftabliftied, until a folemn decla- 
ration (hould confirm the legality of that tenure by 
which their Majedies pofiefled the throne; that the 
dm<dure of Parliaments was deficient in point of 
folidity, as they exided entirely at the pleafurc of the 
Crown, which would ufe them no longer than they 
fhould be found necedary in railing fupplies for the 
ufe of the government. They exclaimed againd the 
pradlice of quartering foldiers in private houfes, con- 
trary to the ancient laws of the land, the petition of 
rights, and the fubfequent adl on that fubjedl pafled 
in the reign of the fecond Charles. They enumerated 
among their grievances the violation of property, by 
preding traniport (hips into the fervice, without 
fettling any fund of payment for the owners : the con- 
dition of the militia, which was equally burthenfome 
and ufelefs ; the flagrant partiality in favour of allies, 
who carried on an open commerce with France, and 
fupplied the enemy with necedaries, while the 
Englifli laboured under the fevered prohibitions, and 
were in cffedl the dupes of thofe very powers whom 
they protcdled. They dwelt itpon the minidry’s 
want of condiud, fbrefight, and intelligence, and 
inveighed againd their ignorance, infolence, and 
negle(d, which were as pernicious to the nation as if 
they had formed a defign of reducing it to the lowed 
ebb of difgrace and dedru<dion. By this time, indeed, 
publick virtue was become the obje<Si: of ridicule, 
and the whole kingdomrwab overlpread w'ith immo- 
rality and corruption ; towards the increafe of which 

many 
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many concurring circumflances happened to contrl- chap. 
bate. The people were divided into three parties, . 
namely, the Williamitea, the Jacobites, and the 
difcontentcd Revolutioners : thefe facElions took all 
opportunities to thwart, to expofe, and to ridicule 
the meafures and principles or each other : fo that 
patriotifm was laughed out of doors, as an hypocri- 
tical pretence. This contention eflabliflied a belief 
that every man confulted his own private intereft at 
the expence of the publick ; a belief that foon grew 
into a maxim almoft univerfally adopted. The prac- 
tice of bribing a majority in Parliament had a per- 
nicious influence upon the morals of all ranks of 
people, from the candidate to the loweft borough- 
eledlor. The expedient of eftablifhing funds of cre- 
dit for railing fiipplies to defray the expences of go- 
vernment threw large premiums and fums of money 
into the hands of low, fordid ufurers, brokers, and 
jobbers, who dillinguilhed themfelves by the name 
of the Monied-Intereft. Intoxicated by this flow of 
wealth, they alFedlecl to rival the luxury and magni- 
ficence of their fuperiors ; but, being deftitute of 
fentiment and tafte, to condudl them in their new 
career, they ran ^nto the moll abfurd and illiberal 
■extravagancies. They laid alide all decorum ; be- 
came lewd, infolent, intemperate, and riotous. 

Their example was caught by the vulgar. All prin- 
ciple, and even decency, was gradually banifhed ; 
talent lay uncultivated, and the land was deluged 
with a tide of ignorance and profligacy. 

^ III. King William having afcertained the winter- 
quarters of the army, and concerted the operations of 
the enfuing campaign with the States General, and 
the miniflers of the allies, fetfail for England on the 
fifteenth day of Odlobcr : on the eighteenth landed 
at Yarmouth, was met by the Queen at Newhal], 
and pafled' through the city of London to K^enfing- 
ton, amidft the acclama^ona of the populace. He 
. received a congratulatory addrefs from the Lorci- 
* , Mayor 
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BOOK Mayor and Aldermen, with whom he dined in pub- 

>. ^ lick by invitation. A day of thanklgiving was ap- 

pointed for the viftory obtained at fea. The Itite- 
Itring company was eiiablilhed by patent, and the 
Parliament met on the fourth clay of November. 
The Houfe of Lords was deeply infedled with dif- 
content, which in fome meafure proceeded from the 
difleniion between the Queen and her lifter the Prin- 
cefs of Denmark, which laft underwent every morti- 
fication that the Court could inflidf. Her guards 
were taken away ; all honours which had been paid 
to her rank by the magiftrates of Bath, where Ihe 
fometimes relided, ancl even by the miniflers of the 
church where Ihe attended at divine fervice, were 
difeontinued,' by the exprefs order of his Majclly. 
Her caufe was naturally efpoufed by thofe noblemen 
who had adhered to her in her former conteft with 
the King, about an independent fettlement ; and 
thefe were now reinforced by all the friends of the 
Earl of Marlborough, united for a double tie ; for 
they refented the dilgrace and confinement of that 
Lord, and thought it theirduty to fupportthe Princefs 
Anne under a perfecution incurred by an attachment 
to his Countefs. The Earl of Shrewfbury lived in 
fricnclfhip with Marlborough, and thought he had 
been ungratefully treated by the King : the Marquis 
of Halifox befriended him, from oppofition to the 
rainiftry : the Earl of Mulgrave, for an opportunity 
fo difplay his talents, and acquire that conlideration 
which he thought due to his merit. Devonfhire, 
Montague,, and Bradford, joined in the fame caufe 
from principle : the fame pretence was ufed by the 
Earls of Stamford, Monmouth, Warrington, and 
other Whigs, though in eftedl, they were adluated 
by jealoufy and rel'entment againft thofe by whom 
.they had been fupplanted. As for the Jacobites, 
they gladly contributed their affiftance to promote 
any feheme that hadr a tendency to embroil the 
adminiltratiqn. 

§ IV. 
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§ IV. The King, in his fpeech to Parliament,cH ap. 

thanked them for their lall fupplies, congratulated 
them upon the vidlory obtained at fea, condoled 
them on the bad fuccefs of the campaign by land, 
magnified the power of France, reprefented the ne- 
ceflity of maintaining a great force to oppofe it, 
and demanded fubfidies equal; to the occafion. He 
exprelTed his reludlance to load them with additional 
burthens, which, he faid, could not be avoided, 
without expofing his kingdom to inevitable deftruc- 
tion. He defired their advice towards leflening the 
inconvenience of exporting money for the payment 
of the forces. He intimated a defign of making a 
defeent upon France; declared he had no aim but 
to make his fubjedls a happy people ; and that he 
would again chearfully expofe his life for the wel- 
' fare of the nation. The Lords, after an adjourn- 
ment of three days, began with great warmth to 
aflert their privileges, which they conceived bad 
been violated in the cafes of the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough, and the other noblemen, who had been ap- 
prehended, committed to prifon, and afterwards ad- 
mitted to bail by the court of King’s-Bench. Thefe 
circumftances being fully difeufled in a violent de- 
bate, the Houfe ordered Lord Lucas, Conftable of 
the Tower, to produce the warrants of commitment, 
and the clerk of the King’s-Beneb to deliver the affi- 
davit of Aaron Smith, the court folicitor, upon which 
the Lords had been remanded to prifon. At the 
fame time, the whole affair was referred to a com- 
mittee, empowered to fend for perfons, papers, and 
records. The Judges were ordered to attend : 

Aaron Smith was examined, touching the evidence 
againfl the committed Lords. The committee re- 
ported their general refolution, which produced a 
vehement difpute. The opinion of the Judges was 
unfatisfa<^lory to both parties: the debate was re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole Houfe, in which 
it was refolved, ajid declared, as the fehfe of that 
von. I. N alfembly, 
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BOOK aflembly, that in purfu.ance of the Habeas-Corpus 
,, , a( 3 :, it was the duty of the Judges and Gaol-de- 

26 ^ livery to difeharge the prifoner on bail, if committed 
for high-treafon, unlefs it be made appear, upon 
oath, ' that there are two witneffes againfl: the faid 
prifoner, who cannot be produced in that term, 
feffion, or general gaol-delivery. They likwife re- 
iblved it was the intention pf the faid ftatute, that 
in cafe there fhould be more than one prifoner to be 
bailed or remanded, there muft be oath made that 
there arc two witneiies againft each prifoner, other- 
wife he cannot be remanded to prifon. Thefe refb- 
lutions were entered in the books, as {landing di- 
redlions to all future Judges, yet not without great 
oppoiition from the court-members. The nex,t 
debate turned upon the manner in which the im- 
prifoned Lords fljoulcl be fet at liberty. The conteft 
became lb warju, that ibe courtiers began to 
be afraid, and propofecl an expedient, which was 
put in pradlice. The Houle adjourned to the 
fevenreenih day of the month, aad at its next 
meeting was given to underhand, tliat the King 
had difeharged the imprifoned noblemen. After 
another warm debate, a formal entry was made 
in the Journals, importing, That the Houfe being 
informed of his Majefty’s having given dirediions for 
difeharging the Lords under bail in the King’s- 
Bench, the debate about that matter ceafed. The 
refentment of the Peers being thus allayed, they 
proceeded to take his Majefty’s fpeech, into con- 
lideratipn, 

^ V, The Commons having voted an addrefs of 
thanks, . and .another praying that his Majefty’s 
foreign alliances ftiould be laid before themj deter- 
mined on a bill for regulating trials in cafes of high 
treafon. They palled a vote of thanks to Admiral 
■ K-uirel, his officers, and fejimen, for the vidlory they 
had obtained, and then proceeded to an inquiry. 
Why that vidiory had not been purfued; why. the 

defqent 
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defcent had not been made ; and why the trade had C II A P. 
not been better protedled from the enemy’s criiifcrs. ,, , 

The Admiral having judided his own condudl', 
they commanded the Lords of ihe Admiralty 
to produce copies of all the letters and orders 
which had been lent to the Admiral ; they ordered 
liuflel to lay before them his ani’wers, and the 
Commiffioners of the tranfports, vidluallers, and 
Office of Ordnance to deliver in an account of their 
proceedings. They then prefented addreffes to the 
King and Queen, acknowledging the favour of God 
in refloring him to his people ; congratulating him 
upon his deliverance from the fnares of his open and 
fecret enemies ; and afTuring him they would, ac- 
cording to his Majefty’s dellrc in his moft gracious 
fpeech, be always ready to advife and affift him in 
the fupport of his government. The Queen was 
thanked for her gracious and prudent adminiftration 
during his Majelty’s abfence : they congratulated 
her on their fignal deliverance from a bold and cruel 
defign formed for their deftrudlion, as well as on 
the glorious vidtory which her fleet had gained ; and 
they aflured her that the grateful fenfe they had of 
their happinefs under her government, fhould al- 
ways be manifefted in conllant returns of duty and 
obedience. 

§ VI. After this formal compliment, the Houfe, 
inllead of proceeding to the fupplies, infilled upon 
perufing the treaties, publick accounts, and eftimates, 
that they might be in a condition to advife, as well 
as to aflifl: his Majefty. Being indulged with thofe 
papers, they palled a previous vote, that a fnpply 
fhould be given ; then they began to concert their 
articles of advice. Some of the members loudly 
complained of partiality to foreign Generals, and 
particularly refledlcd upon the infolence of Count 
Solmes, and his mifeonduft, at Steenkerke. After 
feme warm altercation, the Houfe refolyed one 
• N a article 
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BOOK article of their advice flrould be, That his Majefly 

t , would be pleafed to fill up the vacancies that fhould 
happen among the general officers, with fuch only 
as were natives of his dominions, and that the com- 
mander in chief of the Englifh fhould be an Eng- 
lifhman. Their next refolution implied. That 
many of the great affairs of the government [having 
been for fome time part unfuccefsmily managed, the 
Houfe fhould advife his Majefty to prevent fuch 
mifehiefs for the future, by employing men of 
knowledge, ability, and integrity. Individual mem- 
bers inveighed bitterly againft cabinet councils, as a 
novelty in the Britifh fyftem of government, by 
which the privy- council was joftled out of its pro,- 
vince. They complained that all the grievances 
of the nation proceeded from the vicious princi- 
ples of the miniftry : they obferved, that he who 
oppofed the eflablifhment could not be expedled to 
fupport it with zeal. The Enrl of Nottingham was 
mentioned by name, and the Houfe refolved that 
his Majefty fhould be advifed to employ in his 
councils fuch perfons only whofe principles obliged 
them to fupport his rights againft the late King, and 
all other pretenders. Marlborough’s intereft ftill 
predominated among the Commons. His friend 
Kuffel acquitted himfelf to the fatisfiuftion of the 
Houfe, and fhifted the blame of the mifearriage upon 
his enemy the Earl of Nottingham, by declaring 
that twenty days clapfed between his firft letter to 
that nobleman and his Lordfhip’s anfwer. The Earl’s 
friends, of whom there was a great number in the 
Houfe, efpoufed his caufe with great vigour, and 
even recriminated upon Ruffel ; fo that a very vio- 
lent debate enfued. Both parties agreed that there 
had been mifmanagement in the feheme of a de- 
feent. It was moved, that one caufe of the mif- 
earriage was the want^ of .mving timely and necef- 
fary orders, by thofe to whom the management of 

r the 
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the affair was committed. The Houfe divided, and CHAP, 
it was carried in the affirmative by one voice only. ^ , 

At the next fitting of the committee, Sir Richard 
Temple propofed they ffiould conlider how to pay 
the forces abroad, by means of Engliffi manufac- 
tures, without exporting money. They refolved 
that the Houfe fliould be moved to appoint a com- 
mittee to take this expedient into confideration. Sir 
Francis Winnington was immediately called upon to 
leave the chair, and the Speaker refumed his place. 

All that had been done was now void, as no report 
had been made; and the committee was diflblved. 

The Houfe, however, revived it, and appointed a 
day for its fitting; but before it could refume its 
deliberations, Admiral Ruffel moved for its being 
adjourned, and all its purpofes were defeated. 

§ VII. The Court agents had by this time inter- 
poled, and fccured a majority by the infamous arts 
of corruption. The Commons no longer infifted 
upon their points of advice. Their whole attention 
was now centered in the article of affiflance. They 
granted about two millions for the maintenance of 
three-aud-thirty thoufand feamen, the building of 
fome additional fliips of war, and the finifhing of 
Plymouth-dock : and feven hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds to fupply the deficiency of the quarterly 
poll. The eftimates of the land-fervice were not 
difeufled without tedious debates, and warm dif- 
putes. The miniftry demanded fifty-four thoufand 
men, twenty thoufand of whom fiiould be kept at 
home for the defence of the nation, while the reft 
fhould ferve abroad in the allied army. Many 
members declared their averfion to a foreign war, 
in which the nation had no immediate concern, and 
fo little profpe£l of fuccefs. Others agreed that the 
allies Ihould be affified on the continent with a pro- 
portion of Britiffi forces ; ^ut that the nation ihould 
a»ft as an auxiliary, not as a prjincipal, and pay no 
more than what t^e people wopld chearfiilly con- 
tribute 
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BO OK tribute to the general expence. Thefe refleiSlions, 

^ , however, produced no other eflecft than that of 

16412. prolonging the debate. Miniflerialinfluence had fur- 
mounied all oppoliiion. The Iloufe voted the num- 
ber of men demanded, puch was their fervile com- 
plaifance, that when they examined the treaties by 
which the Englifti and Dutch contra<^ied equally 
with the German Princes, and found that, notwtth- 
ftanding thefe treaties, Britain bore two-thirds of 
the expence, they overlooked this flagrant inllanco 
of partiality, and enabled the King to pay the 
proportion. Nay, their maxims were fo much 
altered, that, inftead of profecuting their refentment 
againft foreign Generals, they aflented to a motion 
that the Prince of Wirtemberg, the Major-Generals 
Tetteau and La Foreft, who commanded the Danifh 
troops in the pay of the States-Gencral, (hould be 
indulged with fuch an addition to their appointments 
as would make up the difference between the pay 
of England and that of Holland. Finally, they 
voted above two millions for the fubfiftence of the 
land forces, and for defraying extraordinary ex- 
pences attending the war upon the Continent, in- 
cluding fubfulies to the Eledlors of Saxony and. 
Hanover. 

§ VIII. The Hoiife of Lords, mean while, was 
not free from animofity and contention. The Marl- 
borough f.idiion exerted themfelves ^vith great viva- 
city. They affirmed, it was the province of their 
Houfe to advife the Sovereign : like the Commons 
they inlifled upon the King’s having aflced their 
advice, becaufc he had mentioned that word in 
his fpeech, though lie never dreamed that they 
would catch at it with fuch eagernefs. They moved 
that the tatk of digefiing the articles of advice 
fhould be undertaken by a joint committee of both 
Houfeir : but all the dependents of the Court, inclu- 
ding the whole htneb hf fiifhops, except "VVatfon of 
St. Da\id’Sj were maifhalled to ojppofe this motion, 

■ ' which 
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which was rejected by a maif)rity of twelve : and CHAP, 
this victory was followed with a pfoteft of the van- ^ , 

quilhed. Notwitliftancling this defcatj they profe- 
ciited their ftheme of giving advice; and, after 
much wrangling and declamation, tlie Houfe agreed 
in an addreis or remonftrance, adviling and befeech- 
ing his Majefly, That the commanding officer of 
the Britiffi forces ffiould be an Englilhman ; That 
Englifh officers might take rank of thofe in the 
confederate armies, who did not belong to crowned 
heads : That the twenty ihoufand men to be left for 
the defence of the kingdom Ihould be all Engliffi, 
and commanded by an Englifh General : That the 
pradice of preffing men for the fleet fhould be re- 
medied ; that fucli officers as were guilty of this 
pradtice ffiould be cafliiered and puniffied; and, 
laftly, That no foreigners Ihould fit at the board of 
Ordnance. This addrefs was prefented to the King, 
who received it coldly, and faid he would take it 
into confideration. 

§-IX. Then the Lords refolved to inquire into 
the mifearriage of the purpofed defeent, and called 
for all the papers relating to that affair : but the aim 
of the majority w'as not fo much to redlify the errors 
of the government, as to fereen Nottingham, and 
cenfure Huffel. That nobleman produced his own 
book of entries, together with the whole correfpon- 
dence between him and the Admiral, whom he 
verbally charged with having contributed to the 
mifearriage of the expedition. This affair was re . 
ferred to a committee. Sir John -Affiby was ex- 
amined. Tlic llouic dirciHcd the Earl to draw up 
the Inbllanre of In , riiarge ; and thtl’e papers were 
afterwards doli\ered to .a committee of the Com- 
mons, a: a conluenre by the Lord-Prefident, and 
the red of the committee aboie. They were offered 
for the infpedlion of the Commons, as they concern- 
ed fome members of inat Houfe, by whom they 
might be infonjicd more fully of the particulars 
i they 
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B 0 0 K they contained. At another conference, which the 
Commons demanded, their committee declared, in 
1692. the name of the Hoiife, That they had read and 
well confidered the papers which their Lordfhips 
had fent them, and which they now returned : That, 
finding Mr, Ruflel, one of their members, often 
mentioned in the faid papers, they had unanimoufly 
refolded, That Admiral Ruflel, in his command of 
the fleets, during the laft fummer’s expedition, had 
behaved with fidelity, courage, and condudt. The 
Lords, irritated at this declaration, and difap- 
pointed in their refentment agaiofl: Ruflel, dclired a 
free conference between the committees of both 
Houfes. The Earl of Rochefler told the Commons, 
he was commanded by the Houfe of Lords to in- 
form them, that their Lordfhips looked upon the 
late vote and proceeding of the Lower Houfe, in 
returning their papers, to be irregular and unparlia- 
mentary, as they had not communicated to their 
Lordfhips the lights they had received, and the rea- 
fons upon which their vote was founded. A paper 
to the fame purport was delivered to Colonel Gran- 
ville, who promifed to prefent it to the Commons, 
and make a faithful report of what his Lordfhip had 
faid. Thus the conference ended, and the inquiry 
was difeontinued. 

§ X. The Lower Houfe feemed to be as much 
exafperated againft the Earl of Nottingham as the 
Lords were incenfed at RufTel. A motion was 
made that his Majefly fhould be advifed to appoint 
fuch commifTioners of the board of Admiralty as 
were of known experience in maritime affairs. 
Although this was over-ruled, they voted an ad- 
drefs to the King, praying, that, for the future, all 
orders for the engagement of the fleet might pafs 
through the hands of the faid co’mmifEoners ; a 
proteft by implication againft the condudf .of the 
fecretary. The confidOration of ways and means 
was the next objcdl that engrofled the attention of 
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the Lower Houfe. They refolved that a rate of CHAP, 
four fliillings in the pound, for one year, fhoulcl be ^ , 

charged upon all lands, according to their yearly 
value ; as alfo upon all perfonal ehates, and upon 
all offices and employments of profit, other than 
military offices in the army or navy. The adl 
founded on this refolution empowered the King to 
borrow money on the credit of it, at feven per cent. 

They further enabled him to raife one million on 
the gen,eral credit of the Exchequer, by granting 
annuities. They laid feveral new duties on % 
variety of imports. They renewed the lad quar- 
terly poll, providing, that in cafe it Ihould not pro- 
duce three hundred thoufand pounds, the deficiencies 
might be made up by borrowing on the general 
'credit of the Exchequer, They continued the im- 
pofitions on wine, vinegar, tobacco, and fugar for 
five years ; and thofe on Eaft-India goods for four 
years. They laid a new impofition of eight per 
cent, on the capital flock of the Eaft-India Company, 
eflimated at feven hundred and forty-four thoufand 
pounds ; of one per cent, on the African ; of five 
pounds on every lhare of the fliock belonging to the 
Hudfon’s-Bay company ; and the}' empowered his 
Majefty to borrow five hundred thoufand pounds on 
thefe funds, which were exprefsly eflabliflied for 
maintaining the war with vigour *. 

§ XL The money-bills were retarded in the Up- 
per-Houfe, by the arts of Halifax, Mulgrave, and 
other malcontents. They grafted a claufe on the 
land-tax bill, importing, that the Lords fhould tax 
themfelve.s. It was adopted by the majority, and 
the bill fent with this amendment to the Commons, 
by'whom it was unanimoully rejedled, as a flagrant 
attempt upon their privileges. They demanded a 

* The Ficnrh Kiii^ ht'aiing how liberally William was siippliecl, 

<‘\rLuiue<l with soino l^y litlfe cousin the lYmcc of 

Oran"c U tivwl ia Qic saddle — biit, no matter, the last Louia 
** d or must rurry it.” ‘ 

y conference. 
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BOOK conlerencfi, in which they declared that the claufe in 

^ j queftion was a notorious encroachment upon the 
riglit the Commons po/lcfled, of regulating all 
matters relating to fupplies granted by Parliament. 
When this report was debated in the I-Ioufe of 
Lords, the Earl of Mulgrave difplayed uncommon 
powers of eloquence and argument, in perfuading 
the Houfe, that, by yielding to this claim of the 
Commons, they would divell themfelves of their 
true greatnefs, and nothing would remain but the 
name and lhadow of a peer, which was but a 
pageant. Notwithftancling all his oratory, the 
Lords relinc;uifhed their claufe, declaring, at the 
fime time, that they had agreed to pafs the bill 
without alteration, merely in regard to the prefent 
urgent (late of aliairs, as being otherwile of opinion, 
that they had a right to iDiill upon their claufe. A 
formal contplaint being made in the Houfc of Com- 
mons againli the pamphlet, entitled, “ King William 
and (^ueen Mary Conquerors,” as containing afler- 
tiuns of dangerous coiui-qu''r.cc to their Majefties, 
to the liberty of the fulijec'd, and the peace of the 
kingdom, the licenfer and printer were taken into 
cufiody. 1’hc‘book being examinecl, they rcfolved 
that it (Itould be burned by the hands of the com- 
mon hangii>an ; and, that the King llioukl be 
moved to dil’mil’s the licenfer from, his employment. 
The fame fentcnce they pronounced upon a padoral 
letter of Bifliop Burnet, in which this notion of 
conqued had been at firll allerted. The Lords, in 
order to manifell their fentiments on the fame fub- 
je<5t, refolved, That fuch an adertinn w'as highly 
injurious to their INIaji-ftios, inconfiftont with the 
principles on which the Government was founded, 
■ gild tending to the fubverlion of the rights of the 
people, Bohun, the licenfer, was brought to the 
bar of the Houfe, and difeharged upon -his own 
petition, after having beS.n reprimanded on his knees 
by the Speaker. 

§XII. 
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§ XII. Several members having complained that CHAP, 
their fervants had been kidnapped, and fent to , . 

ferve as foldiers in Flanders, the Houle appointed a 
committee to inquire into the abufes committed by 
prefs-raallers ; and a fuitable reraonll ranee was pre- 
fented to the King, who exprclTed his indignation 
at this practice, and allured the Houle that the de- 
linquents Ihould be brought to exemplary punilh- 
ment. Underltanding, however, in the fequel, 
that the methods taken by his Majefty for prevent- 
ing this abufe had not proved elFedlual, they refumed 
their inquiry, and proceeded with uncommon vigour 
on the information they received. A great number 
of perfons who had been prelTed were difeharged 
by order of the Houfe ; and Captain Winter, the 
chief undertaker of this method of recruiting the 
army, was carried by the Serjeant before the Lord 
Chief Juflice, that he might be profecuted according 
to law. 

§ XIII. Before the heats occalioned by this 
unpopular expedient were allayed, the difeontent of 
tlie nation was further inflamed by complaints from 
Ireland, where Lord Sidney was faid to mle with 
defpotick authority. Thefe complaints were exhi- 
bited by Sir Francis Brewfter, Sir William Gore, 

Sir John Macgill, Lieutenant Stafford, Mr, Stone, 
and Mr. Kerne. They were examined at the bar of 
the Houfe, and delivered an account of their griev- . 
ances in writing. Both Houfes concurred in this 
inquiry, which being linilhed, they feverally pre- 
fented addrelfes to the King. The Lords obierved, 

'I'hat there had been great abufes in difpoling of the 
forfeited ellates : That prote6lions had been granted 
to the Irilh not included in the articles of Limerick ; 
fo that Proteflants were deprived of the benefit of the ' 
law againft them ; That the quarters of the army 
had not been paid according to the provilion made 
by Parliament ; Thaf a mayor had been impofed 
upon the city of Dublin for two years fucceliively, 

contrary 
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HOOK contrary to the ancient privileges and charter; That 
V , feveral perfons accufed of murder had been executed 
without proof: and one Sweetman, the moft guilty, 
difeharged without profccution. The Commons 
fpoke more freely in their addrefs : they roundly ex- 
plained the abufes and mifmanagement of that 
government, by expoling the Proteflant fubjedls to 
the free quarter and violence of a licentious army } 
by recruiting the troops with Irifli Papifts, who had 
been in open rebellion againd his Majefly ; by grant- 
ing protemions to Irifh Roman Catholicks, whereby 
the courfe of the law was flopped : by rcvcrfing out- 
lawries for high treafon, not comprehended in the 
articles of Limerick ; by letting the forfeited eflates 
at under value, to the prejudice of his Majefly’s 
rfevenue ; by embezzling the flores left in the towns 
and garrifons by the late King James, as well as the 
eftedts belonging to the forfeited eflates, which 
might have been employed for the better preferva- 
tion of the kingdom ; and, finally, by making addi- 
tions to the articles of Limerick, after the capitulation 
was figned, and the place furrendcred. They moft 
humbly befought his Majefly to redrefs thefe abufes, 
which had greatly encouraged the Papifts, and 
weakened the Proteftant intereft in Ireland. The 
King gracioufly received both addrefles, and pro- 
mifed to pay a particular regard to all remonflrances 
that fbould come from either Houfe of Parliament : 
but no material ftep was taken againft the Lords’ 
Sidney, Athlone, and Coningfby, who appeared to 
have engrofled great part of the forfeitures by grants 
from the Crown ; and even Commiflioner Culliford, 
who had been guilty of the moft grievous adls of 
oppreflion, efcaped with impunity. 

^ XIV. The old Whig principle was not yet 
V holly expelled from the Lower Houfe. The undue 
influence of the Court was exerted in fuch an open, 
fcandalous manner, as grive offence to the majority 
of the Commons. In the midfl of all their conde- 

feenfion, 
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fccnlion, Sir Edward Huflcy, member for Lincoln, c 
brought in a bill touching free and impartial pro- 
ceedings in Parliament. It was intended to difablc 
all members of Parliament from enjoying places of 
trull and profit, and particularly levelled againft the 
officers of the army and navy, who had inlinuatcd 
themfelves into the Houfe in fuch numbers, that 
this was commonly called the Officers’ Parliament. 
The bill palled the Houfe of Commons, and was 
fent up to the Lords, by whom it was read a fecond 
time, and committed : but the miniflry employing 
their whole flrength againft it, on the report it was 
thrown out by a majority of two voices. The Earl 
of Mulgrave again diftinguifhed himfelf by his elo- 
cution, in a fpeech that was held in great veneration 
by the people ; and, among thofe who entered a 
proteft in the journals of the Ploufe, when the ma- 
jority rejected the bill, was Prince George of Den- 
mark, Duke of Cumberland. The Court had not 
recolleiled themfelves from the confternation pro- 
duced by fuch a vigorous oppofition, when the Earl 
of Shrewfbury produced another bill for triennial 
Parliaments, providing that there fhould be an an- 
nual feffion ; that if, at the expiration of three years, 
the Crown fhould not order the Writs to be iffued, 
the Lord Chancellor, or keeper, or commiffioner of 
the great feal, fhould iffiie them e» officio^ and by 
authority of this adl, under fevere penalties. The 
immediate objeft of this bill was the diflblution of 
the prefent Parliament, which had already fat three 
feffions, and began to be formidable to the people 
from its conceffions to the miniflry. The benefits 
that would accrue to the conftitution from the efla- 
blifhment of triennial Parliaments were very well 
undcrflood, as thefe points had been frequently dif- 
cuffed in former reigns. The courtiers now ob- 
jected, that frequent ^edions would render the 
freeholders proud and infolent, encourage fadion 
among the eledqrs, and entail a continual expcncc 

upon 
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BO OK upon tlie member, as he would find himfclf obliged, 
j during the whole time of his fitting, to behave like a 
1^7 candidate, confeious how foon the time of eledtion 
would revolve. In fpite of the miniflerial intereft 
in the Upper Houfe, the bill pafied, and contained 
a provifo, that the prefent Parliament fliould not 
continue any longer than the month of January 
next enfuing. The Court renewed its efforts againft 
it in the Idoufe of Commons, where, neverthelefs, 
it was carried, with fome altererations, tvhich the 
Lords approved. But all thefe endeavours were 
fruflrated by the prerogative of the King, who, by 
refufing his aflent, prevented its being enabled into a 
law. 

^ XV. It was at the inftigatipn of the miniflry, 
that the Commons brought in a bill for continuing 
and explaining certain temporary laws then* expiring 
or expired. Among thefe was an a£l for reftraining 
the liberty of the prefs, which owed its original to 
the reign of Charles II. and had been revived in the 
firll year of the fucceeding reign. The bill pafied 
the Lower-Houfe without difficulty, but met with 
warm oppofition in the Houfe of Lords ; a good 
number of whom protefled againft it, as a law that 
fubjedled all learning and true information to the 
arbitrary will of a mercenary, and, perhaps, igno- 
rant licenfer, deftroyed the properties of authors, 
and extended the evil of monopolies. The bill for 
regulating trials was dropped, and, in lieu of it, 
another produced for the prefervation of their Ma- 
jefties’ facred perfons and government ; but this too 
was rejedted by the majority, in confequence of 
An. iSgs.the miniftry’s fecret management. The Eaft- India 
Company narrowly efcaped diflblution. Petitions 
and counter-petitions were delivered into the Houfe 
of Commons : the pretenfions on both fides were 
carefully examined : a cpmruittee of the w'hole Houfe 
jefolved, that there fhould be a new fubfeription of 
a ioint'ftock, not exceeding two millions five hun- 
dred 
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dred thoufand prmnds, to couhnue for one-and- c H AP. 
twenty years. The report Was made and received, ^ ^ 

and the puhlick expeAed to fee the afFair brought to ' 

a fpeedy ifflie : bur the company had recourfe to the 
fame expedients, which had lately proved fo fuc- 
celsful in the hands of the mini/lry. Thofe who 
had been the moft warm in detedfing their abufes 
fuddenly cooled ; and the profecution of the affair 
began to languifh. Not but that the Houfe pre- 
fented an addrefs to his Majefty, praying that he 
would dilfolve the company upon three years’ warn- 
ing, according to the condition of their charter. He 
told them he would conlider their addrefs ; and they 
did not further urge their remonflrance. The bill 
for afeertaining the commiflions and falarlcs of the 
Judges, to which the King had refufed the royal 
aflent in the laA feflion, was revived, twice read, and 
rejedled; and another, for preventing the exporta- 
tion and melting of the coin, they luffered to lie 
negledted on the table. On the fourteenth day of 
March, the King put an end to the fefTion, after 
having thanked the Parliament for fo great teftimo- 
nies of their affedlion, and promifed the fupplies 
Ihould not be mifapplied. He obferved, that the 
pofture of affairs called him abroad : but that he 
would leave a fufficient number of troops for the 
fecurity of the kingdom ; he allured them he would 
expofe his perfon upon all occafions for the advan- 
tage of thefe kingdoms 5 and ufe his utmoll endea- 
vours to make them a flourifbing nation*. ' 

^XVL 

* The odier laws made in this session were these that follow : 

An Act for prevetitlng suits againht siirh as hid acted for lluir Ma- 
jesties’ service in defence of this kingdom An Ael for rai-ing the 

militia in the year 1(399 — An Act auihoiijiag the to Lnipowiar 

such per&oas, other than common attonue^ mid* siolichovs, as they 
should think fit, to take special bail, except in Loudon, We j< minster, 

and ten miles round nAu Apt to enroura^^e tlio apprehending of 

highwaymeiy— An Act for piev^ting Clandestine marriages — An Act 
ibr the regaining, encours^ng, and settling the Greenland trade — ^ 

An Act to prevent xigi^icioas informations in the Court of King'^a 

Bench, 
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BOOK § XVI. During the courfe of this feffion, Lord 
I- Mohuii was indided and tried by his peers, in Wefl.- 
minfter-hall, as an accomplice in the murder of one 
Montford, a celebrated comedian, the Marquis of 
Caermarthen ading as Lord-Steward upon this occa- 
fion. The Judgeshavingbeen confulted, thepeers pro- 
ceeded to give their judgnients^^m/iw, and Mohun 
was acquitted by a great majority. The King, who, 
from his firft acceffion to the throne, had endea- 
voured to trim the balance between the Whigs and 
Tories, by mingling them together in his miniftry, 
made fome alterations at this period, that favoured 
of the fame policy. The great feal, with the title of 
Lord Keeper, was beflowed upon Sir John Somers, 
who w'as well flrilled in the law, as in many other 
branches of polite and ufeful literature. He pof- 
fefled a remarkable talent for, bufinefs, in which he 
exerted great patience and afiiduity ; was gentle, cajj- 
clid, and equitable ; a Whig in principles, yet mode- 
rate, pacifick, and conciliating. Of the fame tem- 
per was Sir John Trenchard, now appointed Secretary 
of State. He had been concerned with the Duke of 
Monmouth, and efcaped to the Continent, where he 
lived fome years ; was calm, fedate, well acquainted 
with foreign affairs, and confidered as a leading man 
in his party. Thefe two arc faid to have been pro- 
moted at the recommendation of the Earl of Sun- 
derland, who had by this rime infinuated himfelf 
into the King’s favour and confidence ; though his 
fuccefs confirmed the opinion which many enter- 
tained, of his having betrayed his old mafler. The 
leaders of the oppofition, were Sir Edward Seymour, 

Bench, and for the more easy reversal of outlawries in that Court— 
An Act for the better discovery of judgments in the Courts of Iaw 
. — hn Act for delivering declarationa to prisoners for debt — An Act 
for regulating proceedings in the Crown Office — ^An Act for the 
more easy discovery and conviction of such as should destroy the game 
of this kingdom — And An Acf, for Tontinuing the Acta for prohibit- 
ing all trade and commerce with France, and for tlie encouragement 
of privateers. 

again 
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again become a malcontent, and Sir Chriftopher c H a P 
Mufgrave, a gentleman of Cumberland, who, though , 

an extravagant Tory from principle, had refufed to loosT 
concur with all the deligns of the late King. He 
was a perfon of a grave and regular deportment, 
who had rejedled many offers of the miniftry, which 
he oppofcd with great violence ; yet qn feme critical ^vrnet. 
occalions, his patriotifm gave way to his avarice, and^^’^i^® 
he yielded up fome important points, in confidera- Burchet. 
tion of large turns which he received from the Court 
in fecret. Others declared war againft the Admi-wis. 
niftration, becaufe they thought their own talents 
were not fufficiently confidered. Of thefe the chief 
were Paul Foley and Robert Harley. The firft was . 
a lawyer of good capacity, extenlive learning, and Ralphs’ 
virtuous principles, but peevifli, obllinate, and mo- Tindai. 
rofe. He entertained a very dcfpicable opinion 
the Court j and this he propagated with equal afli- 
duity and fuccefs. Harley poffefled a good fund of 
learning ; was capable of uncommon application, 
particularly turned to politicks. He knew the forms 
of Parliament, had a peculiar dexterity at protraft- 
ing and perplexing debates ; and cherithed the moft 
alpiring ambition. Admiral Ruffel was created Trea- 
furer of the Houfehold; but the command of the 
fleet was vefted in the hands of Killigrew, Delaval, 
and Shovel, Sir George Rooke was declared Vice- 
Admiral of the red, and John Lord Berkeley, of the 
blue divifion ; their Rear-Admirals were Matthew 
Aylmer and David Mitchel. 

XVII. The King having vifited the fleet and 
fortifications at Portfmouth, given inftrutflions for 
annoying the enemy by fea, and left the adminiftra- 
tion in the hands of the Queen, embarked on the 
kft day of March, near Gravefend, and arrived ifi 
Holland on the third of April. The troops of tiie 
Confederates were fortlu^ith prdered to aflemble ; but 
while he was employed in rfiaking preparations for 
the campaign, French King adfually took the 

voj;,. i. O field, 
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lit) OK Held, attended by Madame de Maintenon, and all 

t j the court ladies. Ilis defign was fuppofed to be 
joy^ upon fome town in Brabant ; his army amounted to 
one hundred and twenty thoufand men, completely 
armed, and abundantly fupplied with all neceflaries 
for every fort of military opei'ation. King William 
immediately took poflelEon of the Hrong camp at 
Parke near Louvaip, a fituation which enabled him 
to cover the places that were mod expofed. Under- 
ftanding that the French emitTarics had fown the 
feeds of diflention between the Bilhop and Chapter 
of Liege, he fent the Duke of Wirtemberg thither, 
to reconcile the clifTerent parties, and concert mea- 
fures for the further fecurity of the place. He re- 
inforced the garrifon with nine battalions ; and the 
Ele^or Palatine lay with his troops in readinefs to 
march to its relief. William likewife threw re- 
inforcements into Maeftricht, Huy, and Charleroy; 
and he himfelf refolved to remain on the defenfive, 
at the head of fxxty thoufand men, with a numerous 
train of artillery. 

§ XVIII. Louis having reviewed his army at 
Gerablours, and feen his defigns upon Brabant de- 
feated by the diligence of his antagonift, detached 
Boufliers with twenty thoufand men to the Upper 
Rhine, to join the Dauphin, who commanded in 
that quarter ; then leaving the condudl of his forces 
in the Netherlands to the Duke de Luxembourg, he 
returned with his Court to Verfailles^ Immediately 
after his departure, Luxembourg fixed his head- 
quarters at Mildert 5 and King William ftrengthened 
“his camp on that fide with ten battalions, and eight- 
and-twenty pieces of cannon. The enemy’s con- 
voys were frequently furprifed by detachments from 
the garrifon of Charleroy ; and a large body ol horfe, 
.foot, and dragoons, being drafted out of Liege and 
Maefiricht, took poft at Huy, under the coujmand 
of the Count de Tilly,' fo as to flraiten the French 
in their quarters. Thefe, however, weffe diflodged 
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bjr Luxembourg in perfon, ^vvho obliged the Count CIl \ P. 
to pafs the Jaar with precipitation, leaving behind ^ 
three fquadrons and all his baggage, which fell into 
the hands of the enemy. This check, however, 
was balanced by the fuccefs of the Duke of Wirtem- 
berg, who, at the head of thirteen battalions of in- 
fantry, and twenty fquadrons of horfe, forced the 
French lines between the Scheldt and the Lys ; and 
laid the whole country as far as Lifle under contri- 
bution. On that very clay, which was tlie eighteenth 
of July, Luxembourg marched towards Huy, which 
was next morning inveiled by M. de Villeroy. Thfe 
other covered the fiege, and fecured himfelf from 
the allies by lines of contravallation. Before the 
batteries began to play, the town capitulated. On 
the twenty-third day of the month, the garrifon mu- 
tinied ; the cadles were furrenderecl ; the Governor 
remained a prisoner ; and his men were condudled 
to Liege. The confederate army advanced in order 
to relieve the town : but the King being apprifed 
of its fate, detached ten battalions to reinforce the 
garrifon of Liege, and next day returned to Neer- 
Hefpen. 

§ XIX. Luxembourg made a motion towards 
Liege, 'as if he had intended to befiege the place* 
and encamped at Hellecheim, about feven leagues 
from the Confederates. Knowing how much they 
were weakened by the different detachments which 
had been made from their armj% he refolved to 
attaick them in their camp, or at leaft fall upon their 
rear, fhould they retreat at his approach. On the 
twenty.cighth day of July, he began his march in 
four columns, and paffed the Jaar near its fource 
with an army fuperior to the allies by five-and-thirty 
thoufand men. The King of England, at firfr, 
looked upon this motion as a feint to cover t!ie 
deCign upon Liege ; but receiving intelligence that 
their whole army was in 'full march to nttack him iii 
bis camp, he refolved to keep his ground j and im- 
^ o 2 ' mediately 
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li 00 K mediately drew up his forces in order of battle. His 
j general officers advifed him. to repafs the Geete ; 
ififla. but he chofe to rifque a battle, rather than expofe 
the rear of his army in repaffing that river. His 
right wing extended as far as Neer-Winden, along 
the Geete, covered with hedges, hollow ways, and 
a fmall rivulet : the left reached to Neer-Landen j 
and thefe two villages were joined by a ffight en- 
trenchment, which the King ordered to be thrown 
up in the evening. Brigadier Ramfey, with the re- 
giments of O’ Farrel, Mackay, Lauder, Leven, and 
Monroe, were ordered to the right of the whole 
army, to line fome hedges and hollow ways on the 
farther fide of the village of Lare‘. Six battalions 
of Brandenburg were polled to the left of this vil- 
lage ; and General Dumont, with the Hanoverian 
infantry, pofielTed the village of Neer-^Vinden, which 
covered part of the camp, between the main body 
and the right wing of tne cavalry. Neer-Landen, 
on the left, was fecured by fix battalions of Englifii, 
Danes, and Dutch. The remaining infantry was 
drawn up in one line behind the entrenchment. The 
dragoons upon the left guarded the village of Dor- 
mal upon the brook of Beck ; and from thence the 
left wing of horfe extended to Neer-Landen, where 
it was covered by this rivulet. 

§ XX. The King having vifited all the pofts on 
horfeback, and given the neceflary orders, repofed 
himfelf about two hours in his coach ; and early in 
the morning fent for his chaplain, whom he joined 
in prayer ‘with great devotion. At fun-rifing the 
enemy appeared drawn up in order of battle ; and 
the Allies began to play their cannon' with good fuc- 
cefs. About eight in the morning they attacked 
the villages of Lare and Neer-Winden with great 
fury 5 and twice made themfelves maffers bf ‘thef$ 
pofts, from whence they wete as often repul^r ■ The 
Allies ftill kept their grounds and the Duke of BetM 
wick was taken by his uncle Brigadier Churohill. 

^ Then 
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Then the French made an attack upon the left wing c II A P. 
of the Confederates at Necr-Landcn ; and after a ^ , 

very obftinate difpute, were obliged to give way, 
though they ftill kept pofleffion of the avenues. 

The Prince of Conti, however, renewed the charge 
with the flower of the French infantry ; and the Con- 
federates being overpowered, retreated from the vil- 
lage, leaving the camp in that part expofed. Ville- 
roy marching this way with a body of horfe, was 
encountered and repulfed by the Count D’Arco, 

General of the Bavarian cuiralHers : and the Duke 
de Chartres narrowly efcaped being taken. Mean 
while, Luxembourg, the Prince of Conti, the Count 
de Marfin, and the Marflial dc Joyeufe, charged 
on the right, and in different parts of the line, with 
fuch impetuofity as furmounted all refiftance. The 
camp of the Confederates was immediately filled 
with French troops : the villages of Lare and Neer- 
Winden were taken, after a long and defperate dif- 
pute. The Hanoverian and Dutch horfe being bro- 
ken, the King in perfon brought the Englifli cavalry 
to their affiflance. They fought with great gallan- 
try : and for fome time retarded the fate of the day. 

The infantry were rallied, and Hood firm until all 
their ammunition was expended. In a word, they 
were fcarce able to fuftain the weight of fuch a fupe- 
riority in point of number, when the Marquis 
D’Harcourt joined the enemy from Huy, with 
two-and-twenty frefh fquadrons, which immediately 
turned the fcale in their favour. The Eledlor of 
Bavaria, after having made extraordinary efforts, 
retreated with great difficulty over the bridge to the 
other fide of the river, where he rallied the troops, 
in order to favour the retreat of thofe who had not 
pafled. The King feeing the battle Ipft, and the 
whole army in confufion, retired with the infantry 
to Dormal on the brook of Beck, where the dra- 
goons of the left wing v/erc pbfted, and then ordered 
the regiments of Wyndham, Lumley, pi4 Galway, 
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HOOK to cover his retreat over the bridge at Neer-Hefpen, 

t . which he efFeiled with great difficulty. Now all 
jOyair was tumult, rout, and conflcrnation; and a great' 
number of the fugitives threw themfelves into the 
river, where they were drowned. This had like to 
have been the fate of the brave Earl of Athlone: the 
Duke of Ormond was wounded in feveral places, 
and t£iken prifoner by the enemy? and the Count de 
Solmeswas mortally wounded. Ptolemache brought 
off the greater part of the Englifli infantry with 
great gallantry and condudl ; as for the baggage, it 
had been fent to Liege before the engagement: but 
the Confederates loft lixty pieces of cannon, and nine 
mortars, a great number of ftandards and colours 
with ab^ut leven thoufand men killed and wounded 
in the adlion. It rauft be owned that the Allies fought 
with great valour and perfeverance ; and that King 
William made prodigious efforts of courage and 
adlivity to retrieve the fortune of the day. He was 
prefent in all parts of the battle : he charged in per- 
fon both on horfeback and on foot, where the danger 
was moft imminent. His peruke, the fleevc of his 
coat, and the knot of his fearf were penetrated by 
three different mufket-bullets 5 and he faw a great 
number of foldiers fall on every fide of him. The 
enemy bore wltnefs to his extraordinary valour. The 
Prince of Conti, in a letter to his Princefs, which 
was intpreepted, declared that he faw the Prince of 
prangc expofinghimfelf to the greateft dangers : and 
that fuch valour richly deferved the peaceable poflef- 
fion of the Crown he wore. Yet, here, as in every 
other battle he fought, his condudf and difpofition 
were feverely cenfiircd. l^uxembourg having ob-. 
ferved the napire of his fituation immediately before 
the engagement, i,s ia^d to have exclaimed,' “ Now, 

* The Diik^ of Luxembourg sent guth a number of standards and 
ensT^s to Paris, durina the course if this war, that the Prince ofi 
Conti called him the Upholsterer of Noire Dame, a church in which 
ihoae trophies were displaved, 

I believe 
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I believe Waldeck is really dead}” alluding to CHAP, 
that General’s known fagacity in choofing ground for y , 
an encampment. Be that as it will, he paid clear 
for his vidlory. His lofs in officers and men ex- 
ceeded that of the allies ; and he reaped no. folid 
advantage from the battle. He remained fifteen 
days inadtive at Waren, while King William, re- 
calling the Duke of Wirtemberg, and drafting troops 
from Liege and other garrifons, was in a few days 
able to hazard another engagement. 

§ XXL Nothing remarkable happened during 
the remaining part of the campaign, until Luxem- 
bourg, being rejoined by Boufflers with a flrong 
reinforcement from the Rhine, inveded Charleroy, 

He had taken his meafures with fuch caution and 
dexterity, that the allies could not frufirate his 
operations, without attacking his lines at a great 
difadvantage. The King detached the Elector of 
Bavaria and the Duke of Wirtemberg, with thirty 
battalions and forty fquadrons, to make a diverlion in 
Flanders ; but they returned in a few days, without 
having attempted any thing of confequence. The 
garrifon of Charleroy defended the place with fur- 
priling valour, from the tenth of September to the 
eleventh of Odlober, during which period they had 
repulfed the afJailants in leveral attacks ; but, at 
length, defpairing of relief, the Governor capitulated 
on the mod honourable conditions: the redudlion 
of the place was celebrated with a Te Deum, and 
other rejoicings at Paris. Louis, however, in the 
midft of all his glory, was extremely mortified when 
he refledted upon the little advantage he had reaped 
from all his late vidlories. The allies had been 
defeated fucceflively at Flerus, Steenkerke, and 
Landen s yet in a fortnight after each of thofe battles, 

William was always in a condition to rifque another 
engagement. Formerly, Loxiis had conquered half 
of Holland, Planders,'^and* Franche-Comtie, With- 
out a battle } whereas, now he coxild not with his 
* utmoii 
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BOOK utmoft efforts, and after the moff fignal vidlories, 

^ , pafs the frontiers of the United Provinces, The 

conqueff: of Cbarleroy concluded the campaign in the 
Netherlands, and both armies went into winter- 
quarters. 

^ XX.II. The French army on the Rhine, under 
De Lorges, pafled that river in the month of May at 
Phillipfburgn, and invefted the city of Heidelberg, 
■which they took, plundered, and reduced to afhes. 
This General committed numberlefs barbarities in 
the Palatinate, which he ravaged without even 
Iparing the tombs of the dead. The French foldiers, 
on this occafion, feem to have been adiuated by 
the moft brutal inhumanity. They butchered the 
inhabitants, violated the women, plundered the houfes, 
rifled the churches, and murihered the priefts at the 
altar. They broke open the Rledloial vault, and 
fcattered the afhes of that illuftrious family about the 
ftreets. They fet fire to different quarters of the 
city ; they ftripped about fifteen thoufand of the 
inhabitants, without diftindlion of age or fex, and 
drove them naked into the caftle, that the garrifon 
might be the fooner induced to capitulate. There 
they remained like cattle in the open air, without 
food or covering, tortured between the horrors of 
their fate and the terrors of a bombardment. When 
they were fet at liberty, in confequence of the fort’s 
being furrenderedj a great number of them died 
along the banks of the Neckar, from cold, hunger, 
anguiffi, and defpair. Thefe enormous cruelties, 
which would have difgraced the arms of a Tartarian 
freebooter, were aded by the exprefa command of 
Louis XIV. of fi'rance, who has beep celebrated by 
fo many venal pens, not only as the greateff Mo- 
narch, but alfo as the moft polifiied Prince of Chrif- 
tendom. De Lorges advanced towards the Neckar 
againft the Prince of Baden, who lay encamped on 
the other fide of the river but in attempting to 
pafs, hft was twice repuUcd with confiderable da- 

mage» 
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mage. The Dauphin joining the army, which nowCH AP. 
amounted to feventy thoufancl men, croffed without 
op portion ; but found the Germans fo advantageoufly 
ported, that he would not hazard an attack : having, 
therefore, repafled the river, he fecured Stutgard 
with a garrifon, fent detachments into Flanders and 
Piedmont, and returned in Auguft to Verfailles. In 
Piedmont the allies were flill more unfortunate. 

The Duke of Savoy and his Confederates feemed bent 
upon driving the French from Cafal and Pignerol. 

The firrt; of thefe places was blocked up, and the other 
adlually inverted. The fort of St. Bridget, that co- 
vered the place, was taken, and the town bombarded. 

Mean while Catinat being reinforced, delcended 
into the plains. The Duke was fo apprehenfive of 
Turin, that he abandoned the fiege of Pignerol, 
after having blown up the fort, and marched in queft 
of the enemy to the plain of Marfaglia, in the neigh- 
bourhood of his capital. On the fourth day of 
Odtober, the French advanced upon them from the 
hills, between Orbaflbn and Proiafque *, and a def- 
perate engagement enfued. The enemy charged the 
left wing of the Confederates fword in hand with in- 
credible fury: though they were once repulfed, they 
renewed the attack with fuch impetuofity, that the 
Neapolitan and Milanefc horfe were obliged to give 
way, and difordered the German cavalry. Thefe 
falling upon the foot, threw the whole wing into 
confufion. Mean while, the main body and the other 
wing furtained the charge without flinching, until 
they were expofed in ftink by the defeat of the 
cavalry ; then the whole front gave way. In vain the 
fecond line was brought up to fuftain them : the 
borle turned their backs, and tne infantry was totally 
routed. In a word, the Confederates were obliged 
to retire with precipitation, leaving their cannon, 
and about eight thouland men killed or wounded oti 
the field of battle, TW? Duke of Schomberg having 
■been denied thepoll which was his due, infifted upon 
* fighting 
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fighting at the head of the troops maintained by 
the King of Grcat-Britain, who were polled in the 
centre, and behaved with great gallantry under the 
eye of their commander. When the left wing was 
defeated, the Count de los Torres defired he would 
take upon him the command, and retreat with the 
infantry and right wing : but he refufed to adl with- 
out the order of his Highnefs, and faid, things were 
come to fuch a pafs, that they mufl. either conquer 
or die. He continued to animate his men with his 
voice and example, until he received a ihot in the 
thigh. His valet feeing him fall, ran to his affill- 
ance, and called for quarter, but was killed by the 
enemy before he could be underftood. The Duke 
being taken at the fame inftant, was afterwards dif- 
mifled upon his parole, and in a few days died at 
Turin, univerfally lamented on account of his great 
and amiable qualities. The Earl of Warwick and 
Holland, who accompanied him as a volunteer, 
fhared his fate in being wounded and taken prifoner ; 
but he foon recovered his health and liberty. This 
victory was as unfubflantial as that of Landen, and 
almoft as dear in the purchafe ; for the Confederates 
made an obftinate defence, and yielded folely to 
fuperior number. The Duke of Savoy retreated to 
Moncalier, and threw a reinforcement into Coni, 
which Catinat would not venture to befiege, fo 
feverely had l\e been handled in the battle. He there- 
fore contented himfelf with laying the country under 
contribution, reinforcing the garrifons of Cafal, 
Pignerol, and Sufa, and making preparations for 
repaffing the mountains. The news of the vidlo^ no 
fooner reached Paris, than Louis difpatched Ml de 
Chanlais to Turin, with propofals for detaching ttie 
Duke of Savoy ftom the intereft of the allies ; and 
the Pope, who was noxv become a partifan of France, 
fupported the negociation with his whole influence : 
but the French King haU no't yet touched upon the 
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fight firing. The Duke continued deaf to all his CHAP, 
addrefles. ^ 

§ XXIIl. France had been alike fuccefsful in her 
intrigues at the Courts of Home and Conftantinople. 

The Vifir at the Porte had been converted into a 
penlionary and creature of Louis; but the war in 
which the Turks had been folong and unfucccfsfnlly 
engaged rendered him fo odious to the people, that 
the Grand Signor depofed him, in order to appeafe 
their clangours. The Englilh and Dutch ambafla- 
dors at Conflantinople forthwith renewed their medi- 
ation for a peace with the Emperor ; but the terms 
they propofed were ftill rejedfcd with difclain. In 
the mean lime General Heufler, who commanded 
the Imperialifls in Tranfylvania, reduced the for- 
trefles of Jeno and Villagufwar. In the beginning 
of July the Due dc Croy affiimed the chief com- 
mand of the German army, pafled the Danube and 
the Saave, and invelied Belgrade. The liege was 
carried on for fome time with great vigour : but, at 
length, abandoned at the approach of the Vifir, who 
obliged the Imperial ills to repafs the Saave, and fent 
out parties which made incurfions into Upper- 
Hungary. The power of France had never been fo 
confpiciious as at this juncture, when fhe maintained 
a formidable navy at fea, and four great armies in 
dijfferent parts of Europe. Exclufiveof the operations 
in Flanders, Germany, and Piedmont, the Count de 
Noailles inveHed Rofes in Catalonia, about the latter 
end of May, while at the fame time it was blocked 
up by the French fleet, under the command of the 
Count d’Etrdes. In a few days the place was* fur- 
rendered by capitulation, and the caftle of Ampurias 
met with the fame fate. The Spanifh power was 
reddeed to fucli a degree, that Noailles might have 
proceeded in his conqtiefts without interruption, had 
not he been obliged to detach part of his army to 
lejqforcc Catinat in Pk^ont. 

ixxiv. 
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BOOK ^ XXIV. Nothing could be more inglorious for 
^ j the Englifti than their operations by fea in the courfe 
of this fummer. The King had ordered the Admi- 
rals to ufe all poflible difpatch in equipping the fleets, 
that they might block up the enemy in their own 
ports, and protedl the commerce, which had fufFered 
feverely from the French privateers. They were, 
however, fo dilatory in their proceedings, that the 
Iquadrons of the enemy failed from their harbours 
before the Englifli fleet could put to fea. About 
the middle of May it was aflembled at St. Helen’s, 
and took on board five regiments, intended for a 
defeent on Breft; but this enterprife was never at- 
tempted. When the Englifli and Dutch fquadron 
joined, fo as to form a very numerous fleet, the pub- 
lick expedled they would undertake fome expedition 
of impoitance : but the Admirals were divided in 
opinion, nor did their orders warrant their executing 
any fcheme of confequence, Killigrew and Dclaval 
did not cfcape the fufpicion of being difaffefled 
to the fervice : and France was faid to have main- 
tained a fecret correfpondence with the malcontents 
in England. Louis had made furprifing efforts to 
repair the damage which his navy had fuftained. 
He had purchafed fevcral large veflels, and converted 
them into fhips of war: he had laid an embargo on 
all the fhipping of his kingdom, until his fquadrons 
were manned ; he had made a grand naval promo- 
tion, to encourage the officers and feamen; and this 
expedient produced a wonderful fpirit of adlivity and 
emulation. In the month of May his fleet failed to 
the Mediterranean, in three fquadrons, confiftin^ of 
feventy-one capital fhips, befides bomb-ketches, nre- 
fhips, and tenders. 

^ XXV. In the beginning of June, the Englifli 
and Dutch fleets failed down the channel. On the 
fixth,^ Sir George Rooke was detached to the Straits 
' with a fquadron of ihrce-an^l-twenty fhips, as con- 
voy to the Mediterranean trade-. The grand fleet 

returned 
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teturned to Torbay, while he purfued hU voyage, chap. 
having under his protedlion about four hundred 
merchant fliips belonging to England, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, Hamburgh, and Flanders. On 
the filxteenth, his fcouts difcovered part of the French 
fleet under Cape St. Vincent ; next day their whole 
navy appeared, to the amount of eighty fail. Six- 
teen of thefe plied up to the Englifh fquadron, while 
the Vice-Admiral of the White flood off to fea, to 
intercept the fhips \inder convoy. Sir George 
Rooke, by the advice of the Dutch Vice-Admiral 
Vandergoes, refolvcd, if poliible, to avoid an en- 
gagement, which could only tend to their abfolute 
ruin. He forthwith fent orders to the fmall fhips 
that were near the land, to put into the neighbour- 
ing ports of Faro, St. Lncar, and Cadiz, while he 
himfelf flood off with an cafy fail for the protedlion 
of the reft. About fix in the evening, ten fail of 
the enemy came up with two Dutch ftips of war, 
commanded by the Captains Schrijver and Vander- 
Poel, who feeing no poflibility of efcaping, tacked 
in fhore ; and, thus drawing the French after them, 
helped to fave the reft of the fleet. When attacked 
they made a moft defperate d.efence, but at laft were 
overpowered by numbers, and taken. An Englifh 
fhip of war and a rich pinnace were burned ; nine- 
and- twenty merchant vcflels were taken, and about 
fifty deftroyed by the Counts de Tourville and 
D’Etr^es. Seven of the largeft Smyrna fhips fell 
into the hands'of M. de Coetlegon, and four he 
funk in the bay of Gibraltar. The value of the lofs 
fuftained on this occafion amounted to one million 
fterling. Mean while Rooke flood off with a frefh 
gale, and on the nineteenth fent home the Lark 
fliip of war with the news of his misfortune ; then 
he bore away for the Madeiras, where having taken 
in wood and water, he fet fail for Ireland, and on 
the third day of Aug^ arrived at Cork, with fifw 
fail, including fhips of war and trading veflels. Kfe 

detached 
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t , fquadron, except fix fliips of the line, with which, in 
purfuance of orders, he joined the great fleet then 
cruifing in the chops of the channel. On the twenty- 
fifth day of Angufl, they returned to St. Helen’s 
and the four regiments were landed. On the nine- 
teenth day of September, fifteen Dutch fhips of the 
line, and two frigates, fet fail for Holland; and 
twenty-fix fail, with feven fire-fliips, were afiSgned as 
guard-fhips during the winter. 

§ XXVI. The French Admirals, infiead of pur- 
fuing Roolce to Madeira, made an unfuccefsful at- 
tempt upon Cadiz, and bombarded Gibraltar, where 
the merchants funk their fliips, that they might not 
fall into the hands of the enemy. Then they failed 
along the coafl. of Spain, deflrojed fome Engufh and 
Dutch veflcls at Malaga, Alicant, and other places; 
and returned in triumph to Toulon. About this 
period, Sir Francis W' heeler returned to England' 
with his fquadron, from an unfortunate expedition 
in the Well-Indies, In conjundhon with Colonel 
Codrington, Governor of the Leeward Iflands, he 
made unfuccefsful attempts upon the iflands of Mar- 
tinique and Dominique. Then he failed to Bofton 
in Nevv-England, with a view to concert an expe- 
dition againft Quebec, which was judged impradli- 
cable. He afterwards fleered .for PJacentia in New- 
foundland, which he would have attacked without 
hefitation ; but the defign was rejedled by a majority 
of voices in the council of war. Thus difappointed, 

' he fet fail for England 5 and arrived at Portfmouth 
in a very fhattered condition, the greater part of his 
men having died in the courfe of this voyage. 

^ XXVII. In November another effort was made 
to annoy the enemy. Commodore Benbow failed 
with a fquadron of twelve capital fhips, four bomb- 
ketches, and ten brigantines, to the coafl: of St. Ma- 
loes, and anchoring within ‘Sjalf a mile of the town, 
cannonaded and bombarded it for three days fuc- 

cefRvely, 
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ceffively. Then his men landed on an ifland, where CHAP, 
they burned a convent. On the nineteenth they ^ , 

took the advantage of a dark night, a frcfli gale, and 
a ftrong tide, to'fend in a fire-(hip of a particular 
contrivance, ftiled the Infernal, in order to burn the 
town ; but flhe ftruck upon a rock before (he arrived 
at the place, and the engineer was obliged to fet her 
on fire, and retreat. She continued burning for 
fome time, and at laft blew up, with fuch an explo- 
lion as fliook the whole town like an earthquake, 
unroofed three hundred houfes, and broke all the 
glafs and earthen ware for three leagues around. A 
capftan that weighed two hundred pounds was tranf- 
ported into the place, and falling upon a houfe, le- 
velled it to the ground : the greated part of the wall 
towards the fea tumbled down ; and the inhabitants 
were overwhelmed with confternation ; fo that a 
fmall number of troops might have taken pofleliion 
^ without refiftance ; but there was not a foldier on 
board. Noverthelefs, the failors took and demo- 
lilhed Quince-fort, and did confiderablc damage to 
the town of St. Maloes, which had been a neft of 
privateers that infefted the Englifh commerce. 

Though this attempt was executed with great fpirit, 
and fome fuccefs, the clamours of the people became 
louder and louder. They fcrupled not to fay, that 
the councils of the nation were betrayed; and their 
fufpicions rofe even to the Secretary’s office. They 
obferved, that the French were previoufly acquainted 
with all the motions of the Englifli, and took their 
meafures accordingly for their deftrudlion. They 
colledtcd and compared a good number of particulars, 
that feemecl to juftify their fufpicion of treachery. 

But the misfortunes of the nation, in all probability, 
arofe from a motley minidry, divided among them- 
felves, who, inftead of adbng in concert for the pub- 
lick good, employed all their influence to thwart the 
views and blacken thgf reputations of each other. 

The people in general feclhimed againft the Marquis 
- ’ of 
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BOOK of Caermarthen, the Earls of Nottingham and Ro- 
t j chetler, wlio had acquired great credit with the 
1^7 Queen, and, from their hatred to the Whigs, be- 
trayed the interefts of the nation. 

^ XXVni. But if the Englifli were difeontented, 
the French were miferable, in fpite of all their vic- 
tories. That kingdom laboured under a dreadful 
famine, occafioned partly from unfavourable fcafons, 
and partly from the war, which had not left hands 
fufficient tO'»cultivate the ground. Notwithftand- 
ing all the diligence and providence of their mbi- 
ftry, in bringing fupplies of corn from Sweden and 
Denmark, their care in regulating the price, and 
furnifhing the markets, their liberal contributions 
for the relief of the indigent; multitudes perifhed of 
want, and the whole kingdom was reduced to 
poverty and diftrefs. Louis pined in the vnidft. tf 
his 'fuccefs. He faw his fubjedts exhaufted by a 
ruinous war, in which they had been involved by 
his ambition. He tampered with the allies apart, 
in hopes of .dividing and detaching them from the 
grand confederacy ; he folicited the northern crowns 
to engage as mediators for a general peace. A 
memorial was ailually prefented by the Danifli 
minifter to King William, by which it appears, that 
the French King would have been contented to pur- 
chafe a peace with fame confiderable concellions: 
but the terms were rejefted by the King of England, 
whofe ambition and revenge were not yet gratified ; 
and whofe fubjedts, though heavily laden, could flill 
bear additional burthens. 

^ XXIX. The Jacobites had been very attentive 
to the progrefs of dilTatisfadion in England, which 
they fomented with their ufual afliduity. ^ The late 
declaration of King Jame.s had been couched in 
fuch imperious terms as gave offence even to 
fome of thofe who favmtred his intcreft. The 
Earl of Middleton, therem*:e, in the beginning of 
; the year repaired to St. Germaip’s, and obtained 

, another. 
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another, which contained the promife of a generalcTlAP. 
pard on without exception, and every other concellion ^ ^ 

that a Britifh fubjedt could demand of his Sove- 
reign. About the latter end of May, two men, 
named Canning and Dormer, were apprehended for 
difperfing copies of this paper, tried at the Old- 
Bailey, found guilty of not only difperfing, but alfo 
of compofing a falfe and feditious libel, fentenced 
to pay five hundred marks a piece, to fland three 
times in the pillory, and find lureties for their good 
behaviour. But no circumftance refledled more 
difgrace on this reign, than the fate of Anderton, 
the fuppofed printer of feme tradls againft. the go- 
vernment. He vras brought to trial for high trea- 
fon: he made a vigorous defence, in fpite of the 
infults and difeouragement he fullained from a 
partial bench. As nothing but prefumptions ap- 
peared againft him, the jury fcrupled to bring in a 
verdidl that would affc 61 his life, until they were re- 
viled and reprimanded by Judge Treby ; then they ' 
found him guilty. In vain recourfe was had to the 
Queen’s mercy; he fuffered death at Tyburn : and 
left a paper, protefting folemnly againft the pro- 
ceedings of the Court, which he affirmed was ap- 
pointed, not to try, but to convidl him ; and peti- 
tioning heaven to forgive his penitent jury. The 
feverity of the government was likewife exemplified 
in the cafe of fome adventurers, who having equip- 
ped privateers to cruife upon the Englifh, under 
joint commiffions from the late King James and 
Louis XIV. happened to be taken by the Englifh 
fhips of war. Dr. Oklys, the King’s advocate, 
being commanded to proceed againft them as guilty 
of treafon and piracy, refufed to commence the pro • 
fecution ; and gave his opinion in writing, that they 
were neither traitors nor pirates. He fupported this 
opinion by arguments before the Council; thefe 
were anfwered by Dr. Mttlcton,- who fucceeded him 
in the office from tjifich he was difmified ; and the 
VOL. I. P prifoners 
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BOOK prifoners were executed as traitors. The Jacobites 
I- did not fail to retort thole arts upon the govern- 
mcnt, which their atlverfaries had fo fuccefsfully 
pra^iifed in the late reign. They inveighed againft 
the vindi^live fpirit of the adminiftration, and taxed 
it with encouraging informers and falfe witnefles ; a 
charge for which there was too much foundation. 

^ XXX. The friends of James in Scotland flill 
continued to concert deligns in his favour i but their 
correfpondence was detected, and their aims defeated, 
by the vigilance of the miniltry in that kingdom. 
Secretary Johnfton not only kept a watchful eye over 
all their tranfadtions, but by a dexterous management 
of Court liberality and favour, appeafed the difeon- 
tents of the Prefbyterians fo effedlually, that the 
King ran no rifque in afiembling the Parliament. 
Some offices were bellowed upon the leaders of the 
Kirk party : and the Duke of Hamilton being recon- 
ciled to the government, was appointed commif- 
fioner. On the eighteenth day of April, the felfion 
was opened, and the King’s letter, replete with the 
moil cajoling cx])reirions, being read, the Parliament 
proceeded to exhibit undeniable fpecimens of their 
good humour. They drew up a very affedlionate 
anfwer to his Majefiy’s letter: They voted an addi- 
tion of fix new regiments to the {landing forces of 
the kingdom : They granted a fupply of above 
one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds llerling to 
his Majefty : They cnafled a law for levying men 
to ferve on board the Royal Navy : They fined all 
abfentees, whether Lords or Commons ; and vaca- 
red the.feats of all thofe Commiffioners who refufed 
to take the oath of aflurance, which was equivalent 
to an abjuration of King James t They fet on foot 
an inquiry about an intended invafion : They pub- 
lilhed fome intercepted letters, fupposed to be writ- 
ten to King James by Neville Payne, whom they 
committed to prifon, antWireatencd with a trial 
'for higli treafbn; but he eWed the danger, by 
7 threatening 


1 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 


lill 


threatening in his turn to impeach thofe who had CHAP, 
made their peace with the government : They paffed 
an a(5l for the comprehenfion of fuch of the epifcopal 
clergy as fhould condefeend to take the oaths by the 
tenth day of July. All that the general allembly 
required of them^ was, an offer to fubferibe the con- 
feffion of faith, and to acknowledge prefbytery as the 
only government of the Scottifh church ; but they 
neither fubmitted to thefe terms, nor took the oaths 
within the limited time, fo that they forfeited all 
legal right to their benefices, Neverthelefs, they 
continued in pofTeffion, and even received private 
affurances of the King’s protection. It was one of 
William’s political maxims, to court his domeflick 
enemies; but it was never attended with any good 
effect. This indulgence gave offence to the Prclby- 
terians, and former difiraSions began to revive. 

^ XXXI. The King having prevailed upon the 
States-General to augment their land forces and navy 
for the fervice of the enfuing campaign, embarked 
for England, and arrived at Kenfington on the tliir- 
tieth day of October. Finding the people clamo- 
rous and difeontented, the trade of the nation 
decayed, the affairs of Stale mifraanaged, and the rai- 
niflers recriminating cipon one another, he perceived 
the neceffity of changing hands, and rcfolved to fake 
his meafurcs accordingly. Sunderland, his chief 
counfellor, reprefented that the Tories were averfe 
to the continuance of a war, which had been pro- 
ductive of nothing but damage and difgrace; where- 
as the Whigs were much more traClable, and would 
bleed freely, partly from the terrors of invafion and 
popery, partly from the ambition of being courted 
by the Crown, and partly from the profpeCt of ad- 
vantage, in advancing money to the government on 
the funds eftablifhf'd by Parliament ; for that fort of 
yaffick which obtauicd the appellation of the monied- 
intcreft, was altogetheyfwhiggifh inftitution. The 
King revolved thefe eiufervations in his own mind ; 

p 2 and. 
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BOOK and, in the mean time, tbc Parliament met' on the 
I- feventh clay of November, purfuant to the laft pro- 
rogation. In his fpecclf, he exprefled his relcnt- 
ment againfl thole who were the authors of the nhf- 
carriages at fea; repreCented the neceffity of increafing, 
the land forces and the navy 5 and demanded a fuit- 
able fupply for thefc purpol'es. In order to pave the 
way to their condefcenlion, he had already difmifled 
from his council the Earl of Nottingham, who, of 
all bis miniders, was the mofi: odious to the people. 
His place would have been immediately filled with 
the Earl of Shrewfbury ; but that nobleman fufpedt- 
ing this was a change of men rather than of meafures, 
flood aloof for feme time, until^ he received fuch 
aflhrances from the King as quieted his fcruples, 
and then he accepted the office of Secretary. The 
lieutenancy for the city of London, and all other 
comraifiions over England, were altered with a view 
lo favour the Whig interefl ; and the individuals pf 
that party were indulged with many places of truft 
and profit : but the I'ories were too powerful in the 
Houle of Commons to be exafperated, and therefore 
a good number of them were retained in office. 

§ XXXII. On the fixth day of the feflion, the 
Commons unanimoufly refolved to fuppovt their 
Majefties and their government; to inquire into 
mifearriages ; and to conficler of means for preferring 
the trade of the nation. The Turkey company 
were fummoned to produce the petitions they had 
delivered to the Commiflioners of the Admiralty for 
convoy : Lord Falkland, who fat at the head of that 
board, gave in copies of all the orders and diredlions 
fent to Sir George Eooke concerning the Straits 
fleet, together with a lift of all the fliips at that time 
in commilfion. It appeared, in the courfe of this 
inquiry, that the mifearriage of Rooke’s fleet was 
in a great meafure owing to the mifcondudl of the 
Admirals, and negleft of^e Vidtualling-Ofiice; 
but they were Ikreencd by ^majprity. Mr. Har- 
ley, 
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ley, one of tbe Commiffioners for taking and dating CHAP, 
the publick accounts, delivered a report, which con- ^ . 
tained a charge of peculation againft Lord Falkland'. 
Rainsford, receiver of the rights and perquifites of 
the navy, confelled that he had received and paid 
more money than that which was charged in the 
accounts : and, in particular, that he had paid four 
thoufand pounds to Lord Falkland, by his Majefty’s 
order. This Lord had acknowledged before the 
CommifRoners, that he had paid one half of the fum, 
by the King’s order, to a perfon who was not a 
member of either Houfe ; and that the remainder 
was ftill in his hands. Rainsford owned he had the 
original letter which he received from Falkland, 
demanding the money ; and this nobleman defiring 
to fee it, detained the voucher; a circurafiance that 
incenfed the Commons to fuch a degree, that a 
motion was made for committing him to the Tower, 
and debated with great warmth, but at laft over- 
ruled by the majority. Neverthelels, they agreed 
to make him fenfible of their difpleafure, and he 
was reprimanded in his place. The Houfe of Lords 
having alfo inquired into the caufes of the mifear- 
riage at fea, very violent debates arofe, and at length 
the majority refolved, that the Admirals had done 
w’ell in the execution of the orders they had received. 

This was a triumph over the Whig Lords, who had 
fo eagerly profecuted the affair, and now proteffed 
againft the refolution, not without great appearance 
of reafon. The next ftep of the Lords, was to ex- 
culpate the Earl of Nottingham, as the blame feemed 
to lie with him, on the fuppofition that the Admi- 
rals were innocent. With a view, therefore, to 
transfer this blame to Trenchard, the whiggilh Se- 
cretary, the Earl gave the Houfe to uiiderftand, that 
he had received intelligence from Paris in the begin- 
ning of June, containing a lift of tlie enemies’ fleet, 
and the time of their fa^ng ; that this was commu- 
nicated to a commitic«(^f the council, and particu- 
larly 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


214 

BOOKlarly imparted to Secretary Trenchard, whofe pro- 
it was to tranfmit inflrn<iiions to the Admirals. 
Two conferences paffed on this lubjedl between the 
Lords and Commons. Trenchard delivered in his 
defence in writing ; and was in his turn fkreened by 
the whole efforts of the miniftry, in which the Whig 
influence now predominated. Thus an inquiry of 
fuch national confequence, which took its rife from 
the King’s own expreffion of refentment againff the 
delinquents, was ffifled by the arts of the Court, be- 
caufe it was likely to afFe<ft one of its creatures ; for, . 
though there was no premeditated treachery in the 
cafe^ the-intereft of the publick was certainly facri- 
ficed to the mutual animofity of the minifters. The 
charge of Lord Falkland being refumed in the Houfe' 
of Commons, he appeared to have begged and 
received of the King the remaining two thoufand 
pounds of the money which had been paid by Rains- 
ford : he was therefore declared guilty of a high mif- 
demeanor, and breach of trull, and committed to the 
Tow'er ; from whence, however, he was in two days 
. difeharged upon his petition. 

^ XXXIII. Harley, Foley, and Harcourt, pre- 
fented to the Houfe a ftate of the receipts and iffues 
qf the revenue, together with two reports from the 
Commiflioners of Accounts concerning fums HFued 
for fecret fervices, and to members of Parliament. 
This was a difeovery of the moll fcandalous prac- 
tices in the myftery of corruption, equally exercifed 
on the individuals of both parties, in occafional 
bounties, grants, places, penfions, equivalents, and 
additional falaries. The malcontents, therefore, juftly 
obferved, . the Houfe of Commons was fo managed 
that the King could baffle any bill, quafli all griev- 
ances, fflfle accounts, and redlify the articles of Li- 
merick. When the Commons took into confidera- 
tion the eftimates and fupplies of the enfuing year, 
the King demanded fortyti. thoufand men for the 
, • 'ftavy, and above one hundreXthoufand for the pur- 

pofe* 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 


ai5 

pofes of the knd-fervice. Before the Houfe confi- CHAP, 
dered thcfe enormous demands, they granted four 
hundred thoufand pounds by way of advance, to 
quiet the clamours of the feamen who were become 
mutinous and' defperate for want of pay, upwards of 
one million being due to them for wages. Then 
the Commons voted the number of men required 
for the navy : but they were fo alhamed of that for 
the army, that they thought it neceflary to a(Sl in 
fuch a manner as fhould imply that they flill retained 
fome regard for their country. They called for all 
the treaties lubfifting between the King and his al- 
lies : they examined the clifterent proportions of the 
troops furnifhed by the refpedlivc powers ; they con- 
ficlered the intended augmentations, and fixed the 
eftablifhment of the year at fourlcore and three thou- 
fand, one hundred and twenty-one men, including 
officers. For the maintenance of thefe they allotted 
the fum of two millions, five hundred and thirty ' 
thoufand, five hundred and ninety pounds. They 
granted two millions for the navy, and about five 
hundred thoufand pounds to make good the defici- 
encies of the annuity and poll-bills ; fo that the fup- 
plies of the year amounted to about live millions 
and a half, raifecl by a land-tax of four fhillings in 
the pound, by two more lives in the annuities, a 
further cxcife on beer, a new duty on fait, and a 
lottery. 

§ XXXIV. Though the malcontents in Parlia- 
ment could not withliand this torrent of profufion,- 
they endeavoured to diftrefs the court-interell, by 
reviving the popular bills of the preceding feffion j 
fuch as that for regitlating trials in cafes of high 
treafon, the other for the more frequent calling and 
meeting of Parliaments, and that concerning free 
and impartial proceedings in Parliament. The firft 
was negle£led in the Houfe of Lords ; the fecond 
was rejedled ; the third^as pafied by the Commons, 
on the fuppofition. it would be defeated in the 

other 
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J- amendments, to whiqh the Commons would not 
agree : a conference enfued ; the Peers receded from 
their conedlions, and palled the bill, to which the 
K.ing, however, refufed his all'ent. Nothing could 
be more unpopular and dangerous than fuch a ftep 
at this jundlure. The Commons, in order to recover 
fome credit with the people, determined to difapprove 
of his Majefty’s conduA. The Houfe formed itfclf 
into a committee, to take the ftate of the kingdom 
into conlideraiion. They refolved that whoever 
advifcd the King to refufe the royal allent to that bill, 
was an enemy to their Majeflics and the Kingdom, 
They likewife prefented an addrefs, exprefling their 
concern that he had not given his confent to the bill, 
and befeerhing his Majeliy to hearken for the future 
to the advice of his Parliament, rather than to the 
councils of particular perfons, who might have pri- 
vate interefts of their own, feparate from thofe of his 
Majefty and his people. The King thanked them 
for their zeal, profelftd a warm regard for their con- 
flitution, and alTured them he would look upon all 
parties as enemies, who fliould endeavour to leflen . 
the confidence fubfifting between the fovereign and 
people. The members in the oppofition were not 
at all fatisfied with this general reply. A day being 
appointed to take it into confideration, a warm de- 
bate was maintained with equal eloquence and acri- 
mony. At length, the quefiion being put,' that an 
addrefs fliould be made for a more explicit anfwer, 
itpaflM in the negative by a great majority. 

§ XXXV. The city of London petitioned that a 
Parliamentary provifion might be made for the 
orphans, whofe fortunes they had fcandaloufly fquan- 
dered away. Such an application had been made in 
the preceding feffion, and rejedled with dildain, as 
an impofition on the publick ; but now thofe feru- 
pies were removed, and thenj^oufe pafled a bill for 
this purpoie, confilUng of claufes, extending 

tQ 



WILLIAM and MARY, 217 

to diffevot charges oo the city lands, aquedufls, CHAP, 
and perlonal cfiates ; impofing duties on binding 
app’-entices, conftimting freemen, as alfo upon wines 
and coals imported into London. On the twenty- 
third day of March thefe bills received the royal 
affent ; and the King took that opportunity of re- 
commending difpatch, as the feafon of the year was 
far advanced, and the enemy diligently ernployed in 
making preparations for an early campaign. The 
feheme of a national hank, like thofe of Amfterdam 
and Genoa, had been recommended to the miniftry, 
as an excellent inftitution, as well for the credit and 
fecurity of the government, as for the increafe of trade 
and circulation. One projedl was invented by Dr. 

Hugh Chamberlain, propofing the circulation of 
tickets on land-fccuriiy : but William Paterfon was 
author of that which was carried into execution by 
the interefl. of Michael Godfrey, and other adlive 
projedlors. The feheme was founded on the notion 
of a transferable fund, and a circulation by bill on 
the credit of a large capital. Forty merchants fub- 
feribed to the .amount of five hundred thoufand 
. pounds, as a fund of ready money, to circulate one 
million at eight per cent, to be lent to the govern- 
ment; and even this fund of ready money bore the 
fame intereft. When it was properly digefted iii 
the cabinet, and a majority in Parliament fecured 
for its reception, the undertakers for the Court 
introduced it into the Houfe of Commons, and 
expatiated upon the national advantages that would 
accrue from fuch a meafure. They faid it would 
refeue the nation out of the hands of extortioners 
and ufurers, lower intereft', raife the value of land^ 
revive and eftablilh publick credit, extend circula- 
tion, conl'equently improve commerce, facilitate the 
annual fupplics, and conneft the people the more 
clofely with the grovernment. The proje<9; was vio- 
lently oppofed by a ftj^ng party, who affirmed that 
it would become a ii;»^opoly, and engrofs the whole 

mooe|r 
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BOOK money of the kingdom : that, as it mull infallibly 
I- be lublervient to govcrnmcnt-viewSj it might be 
lepjT employed to the woiil pui poles of arbitrary power ; 
that, indead of afllduig, it would weaken commerce, 
by tempting people to withdraw their money from 
trade, and employ it in flock-jobbing: that it 
would produce a Iwaim of brokers and jobbers to 
prey upon their fcllow-crcatures, encourage fraud 
and gaming, and further corrupt the morals of the 
nation. Notwithftanding thcfe objedlions, the bill 
made its way through the two Houfes, eftablilliing 
the funds for the fecunty and advantage of the fub- 
fcribers ; empowering their Majellics to incorporate 
them by the name of The Governor and Company 
of the Bank of England, under a provifo, that at 
any time after the firll day of Augnll, in the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and five, upon a year’s 
notice, and the repayment of the twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds, the faid corporation flioukl ceafe 
and determine. The bill likcvvife contained claufes 
of appropriation for the fervice of the publick. 
The whole fubfcription was filled in ten days after 
its being opened ; and the Court of Direiflors com- 
pleted the payment before the expiration of the time 
preferibed by the aifl, although they did not call in 
more than feven hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds of the money fublciibed. All thelb funds 
proving inadequate to the eflimates, the Commons 
brought in a bill to impole flamp duties upon all 
vellum, parchment, and paper, ufed in almoll 
every kind of intercourfe between man and man ; 
and they ctowned the opprellions of tlie year with 
another grievous tax upon carriages, under the namo 
of a bill for licenling and regvilating hackney and 
flagc-coaches. 

I XXXVI. The Commons, in a clause of the 
bill for taxing feveral joint-flocks, provided, that in 
cafe of a default in the payment of that tax, within 
the time limited by the adl, tlavcharter of the com- 
pany 
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pany fo failing fhould be deemed void and forfeited, c H AP. 
The Eaft-India Company aftually negledled their ^ 
payments and the publick imagined the miniftry 
would feize this opportunity of dillblviiig a mono- 
poly againft which fo many complaints had been 
made ; but the Directors underllood their own 
ftrength ; and, inftead of being broken, obtained the 
promife of a new charter. This was no looncr 
known, than the controverfy between them and their 
adverfaries was revived with fuch animofity, that the 
council thought proper to indulge both parties with 
a hearing. As this produced no rcfolutiou, the 
merchants who oppofed the company petitioned, 
that, in the mean while, the new charter might be 
fufpended. Addrefles of the fame kind were pre- 
fented by a great number of Clothiers, Linen-drapers, 
and other dealers. To thefe a written anfwer was 
publifhed by the company : the merchants printed a 
reply, in which they undertook to prove, that the 
Company had been guilty of unjuft and unwarrantable 
adlions, tending to the fcandal of religion, the dif- 
. honour of the nation, the reproach of our laws, the 
oppreffion of the people, and the ruin of trade. 

They obferved, that two private fhips had exported 
in one year three times as many cloths as the Com- 
pany had exported in three years. They offered to 
fend more cloth and Engiilh merchandife to the 
Indies in one year, than the Company had exported 
in fire ; to furnifh the government with five hundred 
tons of faltpetre for lefs than one half of the ufual 
price ; and they reprefented, that the Company could 
neither lade the fhips they petitioned for in Eng- 
land, nor reladc them in the Eali-Indies. In fpite 
of all thefe remonftrances, the new charter palled 
the great feal; though tiie grants contained in it 
were limited in fuch a manner, that they did not 
amount to an exclulive privilege, and fubjefted the 
Company to fuch alterations, reftriitions, and quali- 
fications, as the KijK^fhould dired before the twenty- 
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BOOK ninth day of September. This indulgence, and other 
I- favours granted to the Company, were privately pur- 
chafed of the miniftry, and became produdlive of a 
loud outcry againfl the government. The mer- 
chats piiblifhed a journal of the whole tranfadlion, 
and petitioned the Houfe of Commons that their 
liberty of trading to the Eaft- Indies might be con- 
firmed by Parliament. Another petition was pre- 
fented by the Company, praying that their charter 
might receive a parliamentary fandhon. Both par- 
ties employed all their addrefs in making private ap- 
plication to the members. The tioufe having exa- 
mined the (lilferent charters, the book of their new 
fubferiptions, and every particular relating to the 
Company, refolved that all the fubjedls of England 
had an equal right to trade to the Eaft- Indies, unlefs 
prohibited by adl of Parliament. 

§ XXXVII. But nothing engrofled the attention 
of the publick more than a bill which was brought 
into the Houfe for o general naturalization of all 
foreign Proteftants. The advocates for this mcafure 
alleged, That great part of the lauds of England 
lay uncultivated : That the ftrength of a nation con- 
lifted in the number of inhabitants : That the people 
were thinned by the war and foreign voyages, and 
required an extraordinary fupply: That a great 
number of Proteftants, perfecuted in France and 
other countries, would gladly remove to a land of 
freedom, and bring along with them their wealth 
and manufa<ftures : That the community had been 
largely repaid for the protedlion granted to thofe 
refugees who had already fettled in the kingdom. 
They had introduced feveral new branches of ma- 
nufaOUire, promoted ipduttry, and lowered the price 
of labour ; a circumflance of the utmoil importance 
to trade, opprehed as it was with taxes, and expofed 
to uncommon hazard from the enemy. The oppo- 
nents of the bill urged with gseat vehemence, That 
it would cheapen the birthri|^t of Englifbraen ; 

That 



WILLIAM AND MARY. 


221 


That the want of culture was owing to the oppreilion CHAP, 
of the limes: That foreigners being admitted into i . 
the privileges of the Britifli trade, would grow ibga. 
wealthy at the expcnce of their benefadlors, and 
tr.an''ter the fortunes they had gained into their 
native country : That the redudfion in the price of 
l.ibour would be a national grievance, while many 
thoufands of Enghfli manufadlurers were ftarving 
for want of employment, and the price of provilions 
continued fo high, that even thofe who were em- 
ployed could feavee fupply their families with bread : 

That the real delign of the bill was to make fuch an 
acceflion to the diflenters as would render them an 
equal match in the body-politick for thofe of the 
Church of England ; to create a greater dependence 
on the crown, and, in a word, to fupply a foreign 
head with foreign members. Sir John Knight, a 
member of the Houfe, in a fpeech upon this fubjedf, 
exaggerated the bad confequences that would attend 
fuch a bill, with all the w'it and virulence of fatire : 
it was printed and clifperfed through the kingdom, 
and raifed fuch a flame among the people as had not 
appeared fince the Revolution. They exclaimed, 
that all offices would be conferred upon Dutchmen, 
who would become Lord-danes, and preferibe the 
modes of religion'and government ; and they extolled 
Sir John Knight, as the Saviour of the nation. 

The courtiers, incenfed at the progrefs of this cla- 
mour, complained in the Houfe of the fpeech which 
had been printed; and Sir John was threatened withBurnet. 
expulfion and imprifonment. He, therefore, thought 
proper todifown the paper, which was burned by thei^fepfic; 
nands of the common hangman. This facrifice ferved Witiiam. 
only to increafe the popular difturbunce, which rofe^^jj, 
to fuch height of violence, that the Court-partyTracu. 
began to tremble; and the bill was dropped fory f|P]l;^ 
the prefent. 

§ XXXVIII. Lorcj^Coninlby and Mr. Porter had 
committed, the flagrant adls of oppreflion in 
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BOOK Ireland. Thefe had been explained, during the lafl: 

, , fcflion, by the gentlemen who appealed againfl: the 
arlrainiitration of Lord Sidney : but they were 
iltrecned by the miniiiry ; and, therefore, the Earl of 
Bcllamont now impeached them in the Houfe of 
Commons, of which he and they were members. 
After an examination of the articles exhibited againft 
them, the Commons, who were by this time at the 
devotion of the Court, declared, that, confidering 
the Irate of afiairs in Ireland, they did not think 
them fit grounds for an impeachment. In the 
courfe of this feffion, the nation fuflained another 
misfortune in the fate of Sir Francis Wheeler, who 
had been appointed commander in chief of the Me- 
diterranean fquadron. He received inftrudlions to 
take under liia convoy the merchant fhips bound to 
Turkey, Spain, and Italy ; to cruise thirty days in a 
certain latitude, for the protection of the Spanifh 
platc-flect homeward bound ; to leave part of his 
fquadron at Cadiz, as convoy to (be trade for Eng- 
land ; to proceed with the reft to the Mediterranean ; 
to join the Spanifli fleet in his return ; and to aCl in 
concert with them, until he fliould be joined by the 
fleet from Turkey and the Straits, and accompany 
them back to England. About the latter end of 
OClober he fet fail from St. Helen’s, and in January 
arrived at Cadiz with the fhips under his convoy. 
There leaving Rear-Admiral Hopfon, he proceeded 
for the Mediterranean. In the bay of Gibraltar he 
was overtaken by a dreadful tempeft, under a lee- 
fbore, which he could not ])oflibly weather, and 
where the ground was fa foul that no anchor would 
hold. This expedient, however, was tried. A great 
number of ftiips were driven afhore, and many 
pcriflicd. The Admiral’s fhip foundered at fea, 
and he and all his crew were buried in the deep, 
except two Moors, who were miraculoufly preferved. 
Two other fhips of the line, -^-hree ketches, and fix 
merchant flaps, were loft, T^'teraains of the fleet 
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were fo much Ihattered, that, inftead of profecuting cilAP. 
their voyage, they returned to Cadiz, in order to be 
refitted, and Ihekered from the attempts of the''"'^^!^ 
French fquadrons, which were fiill at fea, under the 
command of Chateau-Re naud and Gabarct. On 
the twenty-fifth day of April the King clofed the 
fefiion with a fpeecli in the ufual flyle, and the Par- 
liament was prorogued to the eighteenth day of 
September.* 

§ XXXIX. Louis of France being tired of the 
war, which had impoverifhed his country, continued 
to tamper with the Duke of Savoy, and, by the canal 
of the Pope, made fome offers to the King of Spain, 
which were rcjedled. Mean wliile he refolvcd to 
Hand upon the defenfive during the enfuing cam- 
paign, in every part but Catalonia, where his whole 
naval force might co-operate with the Count de 
Noailles, who commanded the land army. King 


* Besides llic 1 >IUg ukewly inemioned, tlic Parliivment in this 
psased an act for taUin;r and sUiiin.n the publirk aceouiUb — anotliei to 
ciicouvagc bWp-buUilin^i: — :i third lor tlw Utitrtr dibcipliriing the luuy 
— the usual luiUiia act — and an a^’t enabling his ZiLijcsty to nuke 
grants and lea<)e3 in the Duchy of Coinwali. One aho* passed for 
renewing a clause in an old statute, iiiiiking the ninnher of Justices 
of the peace in the priucipulitv of The Duke of Noifolk 

brought an action in tJie Court of Kin<»S*-Boiich aw,iinst Mr. Her- 
niaine for ciiminal conversniion v/itli his Duchess. 'Vhe cause \'ra« 
tried, and the jury broiurht hi iluur \ridlct for one hundred mmkg, 
and costs of suit, ui favour of the PlaintilF. 

Before the King cmUuVed, he a good number of hU 

friends with jsroinolinns. lairrt Charfes Butler, brother to the Duke 
of Ormond was crcMli'd Lord Butler, of Weston in England, and 
Dari of Arran in Ireland. The Earl of Shreiv^biiry was honoured 
with the title of Duke. The Bail of Mulgrave, Leiicj rcconcik'd to 
tlie Court nieasures, gialified with a pension uf three tlious»aiid 
pounds, and the title of Alanpiiq of Nortriuiifly. Ueiirv' Herlx^rt was 
etinobliiby the title of Baron Hcibcrt, of Cliuibury. 'The Earla of 
Bedford, Dcvonnhire, and Clare, were proinotCil to the tank of Dul.es. 
The Mdtquitt of Caennartheu wa^ made Duke of r.e,‘ds *, I-ord Vis* 
count Sidney, created Earl of iloiuiioyj aud Vi>c<uirit Newport, Earl 
of Bedford. Bussel was advanced to the head of die Ailmiralty- 
board, Sir George Hooke and Sh John Iloublon were appoint^ 
joint commissioners, in the room of Killigrew and Delaval. Charles 
IVIoiitagu w’as made Chancellor of the Exchequer; and Sir Williuni 
Trumbal and John Siniih ConiAissiont^r? of the Treasury, in the room 
of Sir Edward Seymour iintiirt,>Ir Ilambdeii. 
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BOOK William having received intelligence of the de/ign 
^ j upon Barcelona, endeavoured to prevent the junc- 
tion of the Brell and Toulon fquadrons, by fending 
Ruiltl to fea as early as the fleet could be in a con- 
dition to fail 5 but before he arrived at Portfmouth, 
the Brefl. fquadron had quitted that harbour. On 
the third day of May the Admiral failed from St. 
Helen's with the combined fquadrons of England 
and Holland,' amounting to ninety fhips of the line, 
bcfidcs frigates, fire-fliips, and tenders. He detached 
Captain Pritchard of the Monmouth with two fire- 
fhips, to deflroy a fleet of French merchant-fhips 
near Conquet-bay; and this fcrvice being performed, 
he returned to St. Helen’s, where he had left Sir 
Cloudefley Shovel with a fquadron, to take on board 
a body of land forces, intended for a defeent upon 
the coafl of France. Thefe being embarked, under 
the command of General Ptoleraache, ’ the whole fleet 
failed again on the twenty-ninth of May. The land 
and fea offleers, in a council of war, agreed that 
part of the fleet dcflgned for this expedition, fhould 
feparate from tl^e refl, and proceed to Camaret-bay, 
where the forces Ihould be landed. On the fifth day 
of June, Lord Derkeley, who commanded this fqua- 
dron, parted with the grand fleet, and on the feventh 
anchored between the bays of Camaret and Ber- 
taume. Next day the Marquis of Caermarthen, af- 
terwards Duke of Leeds, who ferved under Berkeley, 
as Rear-Admiral of the blue, entered Camaret-bay 
with two large fhips and lix frigates, to cover the 
troops in landing. The French had received intel- 
ligence of the defign, and taken fuch precautions, 
under the condudl of the celebrated engineer, Vau- 
ban, that the Englilh were expofed to a terrible fire 
from new-eredted batteries, as well as from a ftrong 
body of troops; and though the fliips cannonaded 
them with great vigour, the foldiers could not main- 
tain any regularity in landing. A good number were 
killed iQ the open boats byore they reached the 
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Ihore *, and thofe who landed were foon repulfed, in CHAP, 
fpite of all the endeavours of General Ptolemache, ^ ^ 

who received a wound in the thigh, which proved 
mortal. Seven hundred foldiers are faid to have 
been loft on this occafion, befides thofe who were 
killed on board of the (hips. The Monk fhip of 
war was towed off with great difficulty ; but a Dutch 
frigate of thirty guns fell into the hands of the 
enemy. 

^ XL. After this unfortunate attempt. Lord 
Berkeley, with the advice of a council of war, failed 
back for England, and at St. Helen’s received orders 
from the Queen to call a council, and deliberate in 
what manner the (hips and forces might be bed 
employed. They agreed to make fome attempt upoh 
thc coaft of Normandy. With this view they fet 
fail on the fifth day of July. They bombarded 
Dieppe, and reduced the greateft part of the town 
to afties. Thence they fleered to Havre-de-Grace, 
which met with the fame fate. They haraffed the 
French troops, who marched after them along- 
(hore. They alarmed the whole coaft, and filled 
every town with fuch confternation, that they would 
have been abandoned by the inhabitants, had not ■* 
they been detained by military force. On the twen- 
ty-fixth day of July, Lord Berkeley returned to St. 
Helen’s, where he quitted the fleet, and the com- 
mand devolved upon Sir Cloudefley Shovel. This 
officer having received inflrudlions to make an at- 
tempt upon Dunkirk, failed round to the Downs, 
where he was joined by M. Meefters, with fix-and- 
twenty Dutch pilots. On the twelfth of September 
he appeared before Dunkirk ; and next day fent in 
the Charles galley, with two bomb-ketches, and as 
many of the machines called Infernals. Thefe were 
fet on fire without effedl 3 jand the defign mifearried : 
then Shovel fleered to Calais, which having bom- 
barded with little fuccefs, he returned to the coaft of 
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BOOK England ; and the bomb-ketches and machines were 
, fent into the river Thames. 

^[^4. § XLI. During thefe tranfadlions, Admiral Ruf- 

fel, with the grand fleet, failed to the Mediterra- 
nean ; and being joined by Rear-Admiral Neville 
from Cadiz, together with CaJlembergh and Evert- 
zen, he (leered towards Barcelona, which was be- 
iieged by the French €eet and army. At his ap- 
proach, Tourville retired with precipitation into the 
harbour of Toulon ; and Noaillcs abandoned his 
enterprife. The Spanifh affairs were in fuch a de- 
plorable condition, that without this timely affiftance 
the kingdom muft have been undone. While he 
continued in the Mediterranean, the French Admi- 
ral durft not venture to appear at fea; and all his 
projedls were difconcerted. After having afferted 
the honour of the Britifli flag in thofe feas during 
the whole fummer, he failed in the beginning of 
November to Cadiz, w'here, by an exprefs order of 
the King, he pafled the winter, during which, he 
took fuch precautions for preventing Tourville ftom 
pafling the Straits, that he did not think proper to 
rifque the paflage. 

§ XLII. It w'ill now be neceflary to deferibe the 
operations on the Continent. In the middle of May 
King William arrived in Holland, where he con- 
fulted with the States-Gcncral. On the third day 
of June he repaired to Bethlem-abbey near Louvain, 
the place appointed for the rendezvous of the army; 
and there he was met by the Eledlors of Bavaria and 
Cologn. In a few days a numerous army was aflTcm- 
bled; and every thing feemed to promife an adlive 
campaign. On the third day of June the Dauphin 
aflumed the command of the French forces, with 
which Luxembourg had taken pod between Mons 
pafling the Sambre, encamped 
at Jicurus ; but on the eighteenth, he removed 
thence, and took up hii quarters between St. 
TronandWanheim: wliile tfee Cqnfederates lay at 
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Roofbeck. On the eleventh of July, the Dauphin CHAP, 
marched in four columns to Oerle upon the Jaar, 
where he pitched his camp. On the twenty-fecond, 
the Confederates marched to Boniale : then the Dau- 
phin took the route to Vignamont, where he fecured 
his army by entrenchments^ as his forces were infe- 
rior in number to ihofe of the Allies ; and he had 
been diredled by his father to avoid an engagement. 

In this fituation both armies remained till the fif- 
teenth day of Auguft, when King William fent the 
heavy baggage to Louvain : and on the eighteenth 
made a motion to Sombref, This was no fooner 
known to the enemy, than they decamped; and 
having marched all night, polled themfelves between 
Temploux and Mafy, within a league and a half of 
the Confederates. The King of England refolved to 
pafs the Scheld; and with this view marched, by 
the way of Nivelle and Soignies, to Chievres : from 
thence he detached the Duke of Wirtemberg, with 
a flrong body of horfe and foot, to pafs the river at 
Oudenarde, while the Eleilor of Bavaria advanced 
with another detachment to pafs it at Pont de 
Efpieres. Notwithflanding all the expedition they 
could make, their purpnfe was anticipated by Lux- 
embourg, who being apprifed of their route, had 
detached four thoufand horfe, with each a foot fol- 
dier behind the trooper, to reinforce M. de Valette, 
who commanded that part of the French line. Thefe 
were fuflained by a choice bod}^ of men, who tra- 
velled with great expedition, without obferving the 
formalities of a march. Marefchal de Villeroy fol- 
lowed the fame route, with all the cavalry of the 
right wing, the houfehold troops, and twenty field- 
pieces ; and the reft of the army was brought up by 
the Dauphin in perfon. They marched with fuen, 
incredible diligence, that the Eledlor of Bavaria 
could fcarce believe his own eyes, when he arrived 
in fight of the Scheld,. and faw them entrenching 
themfelves on the other fide of the river. King 
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BOOK Wrlliamhavingreconnoitrecltheirdifpofition, thought 
it itnpradlicable to pafs at that place ; and therefore 
1^47 marched down the river to Cludenardc, where a paf- 
fage had been already efFcdied by the Duke of Wir- 
temberg. Here the Confederates palfed the Scheld 
on the twcnty-feventli day of the month ; and the 
King fixed his head-quarters at Wanneghem. His 
intention was to have taken pofleflion of Courtray, 
and efiablifhed winter-quarters for a confiderable 
part of his army in that dillridl : but Luxemboutg 
having pofied himfelf between that place and Menin, 
extended his lines in fuch a manner, that the Confe- 
derates could not attempt to force them, nor even 
hinder him from fubfifiing his army at the exfjence 
of the Cafiellany of Courtray, during the remainder 
of the campaign. This furprifing march was of 
fuch importance to the French King, that he wrote 
W'ith his own hand a letter of thanks to his army } 
and ordered that it fliould be read to every particular 
fquadron and battalion. 

^ XLIII. The King of England, though difap- 
pointed in his fcheme upon Courtray, found means 
to make fome advantage of his fuperiority in num- 
ber. He drafted troops from the garrifon of Liege 
and Meaftricht ; and on the third day of September 
' reinforced his body with a large detachment from 
his own camp, conferring the command upon the 
Duke of Holftein-Ploen, with orders to undertake 
the fiege of Huy. Next day the whole confederate 
forces pafled the Lys, and encamped at Wouterghem. 
From thence the King, with part of the army, 
marched to Rofelaer : this diveriion obliged the Dau- 
phin to make confiderable detachments, for the fecu- 
rity of Ypres and Menin on one fide, and to cover 
Fumes and Dunkirk on the other. At this jundlure, 
a Frenchman being feized in tlie very a6l of fetting 
fire to one of the ammunition waggons in the allied 
army, confefied he had been employed for this pur- 
pofe by fotne of the French generals, and fuflTered 
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death as a traitor. On th& Sixteenth day of the CHAR, 
month, the Dak<. of Holftciii-Ploen invefied Huy, ^ 
and carricil on ilie fioge with fuch vigour, that in ten 
days tito P.airifon capitulated. The King ordered 
Fixmuyde, Dcynfe, Ninove, and Tirlemont, to be 
f .lin’d for winter-quarters to part of the army : 
t'l'’ Dauphin returned Vcrfailles: William quitted 
:.ie camp on the laid day of September ; and both 
armi''3 broke up about the middle of Odlober. 

^ XLT\'. I'he operations on the Rhine were pre- 
conoeiied between King William and the Prince of 
Bi.’en, who had vilited London in the winter. The 
diqjute between the Emperor and the Eledlor of 
Svxc'iiy tvas compiomifed; and this young Prince 
dying during the negociation, the treaty was per- 
fe(5tf’d by his brother and fuccellbr, who engaged to 
fiirnifh twelve thoufand men yearly, in conliJeration 
of a luhfidy from the court of Vienna. In the be- 
ginning of June, Marefchal de Lorgea palled the 
Rhine at Philiplburgh, in order to give battle to the 
Imperialifls, encamped at Hailbron. The Prince of 
Baden, who was not yet joined by the Saxons, Hef- 
fians, nor by the troops of Munfler and Paderborn, 
difpatched couriers to quicken the march of tbefe 
auxiliaries, and advanced to Eppingen, where he 
propofed to wait till they fliould come up : but, on 
the fifteenth, receiving undoubted intelligence that 
die enemy were in motion towards him, he advanced 
to meet them in order of battle. De Lorges con- 
cluded that this was a defperate effort, and imme- 
diately halted, to make the neceflary preparations 
for an engagement. This paufe enabled- Prince 
Louis to take pofleffion of a ftrong pafs near Sinta- 
heira, from which he cquld not eafily be diflodged. 

Then the Marefchal proceeded to Vifeloch, and ra- 
vaged the adjacent country, in hopes of drawing the 
Imperialifts from their entrenchments. The Prince 
beirjg joined by the Hefixans, refolved to beat up 
the quarters of the enemy j and the Preach General 
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.BOOK being apprifed of his defign, retreated at midnight 
i with the uttnoft precipitation. Having pofled him- 

‘ felf at Ruth, he fent his heavy baggage to Philipf- 

burgh; then he moved to Gonfbergh, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Manheicn, repafTed the Rhine, and en- 
camped between Spiers and Worms. The Prince 
of Baden being joined by the Allies, pafTed the river 
by a bridge of boats near Hagen bach, in the middle 
of September ; and laid the country of Alface under 
contribution. Confidering the advanced feafon of 
the year, this was a rafh undertaking ; and the 
French General refolved to profit by his enemy’s 
temerity. Pie forthwith advanced againfl: the Im- 
perialifts, forefeeing that fiiiould they be woriled in 
battle, their whole army would be ruined. Prince 
LouiS, informed of his intention, immediately pafled 
the Rhine : and this retreat was no fooner effedled, 
than the river fwelled to fuch a degree, that the 
ifland in the middle, and great part of the camp he 
had occupied, was overflowed. Soon after this in- 
cident both armies retired into winter-quarters. The 
campaign in Hungary produced no event of impor- 
tance. It was opened by the new Vifir, who arrived 
at Belgrade in the middle of Augufl ; and about the 
fame time Caprara aflembled the Imperial army in 
the neighbourhood of Peterwaradin. The Turks 
pafled the Saave, in order to attack their camp, and 
carried on their approaches with five hundred pieces 
of cannon ; but made very little progrefs. The Im- 
perialifls received reinforcements ; the feafon wafted 
away ; a feud arofe between the Vifir and the Cham 
of the Tartars; and the Danube being fwelled by 
heavy rains, fo as to interrupt the operations of the 
Turks, their General decamped in the night of the 
firft of Odlober. They afterwards made an unfuc- 
cefsful attempt upon Titul, while the Imperial Ge- 
neral made himfelf mafler of Giula. In the courfc , 
^ of this fummer, the Venetians, who were alfo at 

' tyay with the Turks, reduced Cyclut, a place of im-. 
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portance on the river Naranta, and made a conqueft CHAP, 
of the ifland of Scio in the Archipelago, lY. 

§ XLV, We have already obferved, that the 
French King had determined to adl vigoroufly in 
Catalonia. In the beginning of May, the Duke de 
Noailles advanced at the head of eight-and-twenty 
t-houfahd men to the river Ter, on the oppofitc bank 
of which the Viceroy of Catalonia was encamped 
with lixteen thoufand Spaniards. , The French Ge- 
neral pafTed the river in the fivee of this army, and 
attacked their entrenchments with fuch impetuofity, 
that in lefs- than an hour they were totally defeated. 

Then he marched to Palamos, and undertook the 
fiegc of that place, while at the fame time it was 
blocked up by the combined fquadrons of Bred: and 
Toulon. Though the befieged made an obflinate 
defence, the town was taken by florm, the houfes 
were pillaged, and the people put to the fword, 
without cliflindlion of age, fex, or condition. Then 
he in veiled Gironne, which in a few days capitu- 
lated. Otlalric met with the fame fate, and Noailles 
■was created Viceroy of Catalonia by the French 
King. In the beginning of Augull he dillributed 
his forces into quarters of refrelliment, along the 
river Terdore, refolving to undertake the liege of 
Barcelona, which was faved by the arrival of Admi- 
ral Ruflel. The war languiflied in Piedmont,, on 
account of a lecret negociation between the King of 
France and the Duke of Savoy ; notwithllanding 
the remonllrances of Rouvigny, Earl of Galway, 
who had fucceeded the Duke of Schomberg in the 
command of the Britifh forces in that country. 

Cafal was clofely blocked up by the rediuSion of Fort 
St. George, and the Vaudois gained the advantage 
in fume Ikirmilhes in the valley of Ragelas ; but no 
defign of importance was executed*. 

§ XLVI. 

* In the course of this yeafj M. du Casse, Governor of St. Do- 
wingo, made an unsuccessml attempt upon the island of Jamaioa. 

« and 
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BOOK h XLVI. England had continued very qtuet 
I. under the Queen’s adminiftration, if we except fome 
''T^^'little commotions occafioned by the pradiices, or 
^ ■ pretended pradtices, of the Jacobites. .Profecutions 
were re\dved againft certain gentlemen of Lan- 
caihire and Chefhire, for having been concerned in 
the confpiracy formed in favour of the late King’s 
projefiled invafion from Normandy. Thefe fteps 
were owing to the fuggeftions of infamous informers, 
whom the miniftry countenanced. Colonel Parker 
and one Crofby were imprifoned, and bills of 
treafon found againfl them ; but Parker made his 
cfcape from the Tower, and was never retaken, 
though a reward of four hundred pounds was fet 
upon his head. The King having fettled the affairs 
of the Confederacy at the Hague, embarked for 
England on the eighth of November, and next day 
landed at Margate. On the twelfth he opened the 
feflion of Parliament, with a fpcech, in which he 
obferved that the pofture of affairs was improved 
both by fea and land fince they laft parted ; in par- 
ticular, that a flop was put to the progrcfs of the 
French arms.^ He defired they would continue the 
adt of tonnage and poundage, which would expire 
at Chriflmas : he reminded them of the debt for the 
tranfport fhips employed in the redudlion of Ireland; 
and exhorted them to prepare fome good bill for the 
encouragement of feamen. A majority in both 
Houfes was already fecured ; and in all probability 
he bargained for their condefcenlion, by agreeing to 
the bill for triennial Parliaments. This Mr. Harley 
brought in by order of the Lower Houfe, imme- 
diately after their firft adjournment; and it kept 
pace with the conlideration of the fupplies. The 
Commons having examined the eftimates and ac- 
ounts, voted four millions feven hundred lixty- 

nd M. St, Clair, with four men of war, formed a design against St. 
John’s, Newfoandland ; but he was repulsed with loss, by the valour 
*f Ute inhabitants. 

four 
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four thoufand feven hundred and twelve pounds for OHAP. 
the fervice of the army and navy. In order to ^ , 

ravCe this fum, they continued the land tax ; they 
renewed the fubfidy of tonnage and poundage for 
£ve yearSj and impofed new duties on diflerent 
commodities*. The triennial bill enadlcd, That 
a Parliament (hould be held once within three 
years at leaft : That within three years at fartheft 
after the diflblution of the Parliament then fub- 
lifting, and fo from time to time, for ever after, 
legal writs under the great feal ihould be iflued, by 
the direction of the crown, for calling, aflembling, 
and holding another new Parliament : That no Par- 
liament fhould continue longer than three years at 
farthefh, to be accounted from the firfl: day of the 
firft feffion : and. That the Parliament then fubliil- 
ing fhould ceafe and determine on the 6rft day of 
November next following, unlefs their Majeftics 
fhould think fit to diflblve it fooner. The Duke 
of Devonfhire, the Marquis of Halifax, the Earls 
of Weymouth and Aylefbury, protefied againft this 
bill, becaufe it tended to the continuance of the pre- 
fcnt Parliament longer than, as they apprehended, 
was agreeable to the oonftitution of England, 

§ XLVII. While this bill w’as depending, Dr. 

John Tillotson, Archbifiiop of Canterbury, was 
feixed with a fit of the dead palfy, in the chapel of 
Whitehall, and died on the 22d day of November, 
deeply regretted by the King and Queen, who fhed 
teafs of forrow at his deceafe ; and fincerely la- 
mented by the publick, as a pattern of elegance, in- 
genuity, meeknefs, charity, and moderation. Thefe 
qualities he mufl be allowed to have pofiefled, not- 
withfianding the invedlives of his enemies, who 
accufed him of puritanifm, flattery, and ambition; 

• They imposed certain rates and duties upon meTriages, births, 
atd butiaUf bachelors, and widows. They passed an act for la\ing 
additional duties upon coHee, tea» and chocoUte, towards {laying 
trie debt due for the trantport ships j ai\d another, imposing duties 
on glass ware, ito^, and eavihen bottles, coab and culm. 

r^nd 
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BOOKand charged him with having conduced to a dan- 
I- gerous fcliifm in the Church, by accepting the Arch- 
bdhopdek during the life of the deprived Bancroft. 
He was fucceeded in the metropolilan fee by Dr. 
Tennifon, BKhop of Lincoln, recommended by 
the Whig party, which now predominated in the 
cabinet. The Queen did not long furvive her 
favourite prelate. In about a month after his deceafe, 
fhe was taken ill of the finall-pox, and the fymp- 
toms proving dangerous, fhe prepared herfelf for 
death with great compofure. She fpent fome time 
in exercifes of devotion, and private converfation 
with the new Archbiftiop ; fhe received the facra- 
ment with all the bifliops who were in attendance ; 
and expired on the twenty-eighth day of Decem- 
ber, in the thirty-eighth year of her age and in the 
fixth of her reign, to the incxpreffible grief of the 
King, who for fomc weeks after her death could 
neither fee company, nor attend to the bufinefs of 
State. Mary %'as in her perfon tall and well-pro- 
portioned, with an oval vifage, lively eyes, agreeable 
features, a mild afpedl, and an air of dignity. Her 
apprehenfion was clear, her memory tenacious, 
and her judgment folid. She was a zealous pro- 
teftant, fcrupuloufly exadt in all tlie duties of de- 
votion, of an even temper, and of a calm and mild 
converfation. She was ruffled by no paffion, and 
feems to have been a flranger to the emotions of 
natural aftcdlion: for Ihe afeended, without com- 
pundlion, the throne from which her father had 
been depofed, and treated her filler as an alien to 
ler blood. In a word, Mary feems to have imbibed 
the cold difpofition and apathy of her hufband ; and 
to have centered all her ambition in cleferving the 
epithet of an humble and obedient wife*. 

§ XLVIII. 

* Her olisequies were performed with preat maftnlficcnce. Th» 
body waa attended fronj Whi.ehall to Westminstet-abbev by all the 
Judges, Serjeants at Law, the Lmd Mayor; and Aldermen of the 
oily of London, and. both Houses of Parliament} and the funeral 

sermon 
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§ XLVIIf. The Princefs Anne being informed CH AP< 
of the Queen’s dangerous indifpofition, fent a lady 
of her bed-chamber to defire file might be admitted 
to her Majefly; but this requeft was not granted. 

She was thanked for her exprellion of concern: 
and given to underftand that the phyficians had 
diredled that the Queen fiiould be kept as quiet as 
poifible. Before her death, however, the fent a for- 
giving meflage to her fifter; and, after her cleceafe, 
the Earl of Sunderland eflfetfled a reconciliation be- 
tween the King and the Princefs, who vifited him 
at Kenfington, where fhe was received with uncom- 
mon civility. He appointed the palace of St James’s 
for her refidence, and prefented her with the greater 
part of the Queen’s jewels. But a mutual jealoufy 
and difguft fubfifted under thefe exteriors of fricnd- 
fliip and efieem. The two Houfes of Parliament 
waited on the King at Kenfington, with confolatory 
addrefles on the death of his confort ; their ex- 
ample was followed by the regency of Scotland, the 
city and clergy of London, the diflenting minifiers, 
and almoft all the great corporations in England*. 

ftprmon was preadied by Dr. Tennison, Archbishop of Canterbuiy ; 

Dr. Kemi, the deprived Bishop of Bath and Wells, reproached him 
in a letter, for not having I’alled upon her Majesty on her deadi- 
bed to repent of the share she had in tlie RevolntLon. Tliis was wi- 
swered by another pamphlet. One of the Jacobite clergy Insulted 
the Queen’s memory, by preaching on the folldwing text : Go 

now, sec this cursed woman, and bury her, for she is a King’s 
daughter,” On the other hand, ibe Lord Alayor, Aldermen and 
Common-Council of Loudon came to a resolution "to erect her statue, 
with that of the King, in the Royal Exebage. 

The Earls of Rochester and Nottingham arc said to have started 
a doubt, whether the Parliunwnt was not dissolved by the Queen’s 
death; but tliis dangerou'* motion met with uo countenance. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

§ I. Aecmmi of the Lancajkire plot. ^11. The Com-< 
nions tnqitire into the abufes which had crept into the 
army. ^ III. They expel and profecute fome of their 
own members for corruption in the affair of the Rajl- 
India Company. ^ IV. Examination of Cooker AQon, 
and others. § V. The Commons impeach the Duke 
of Leeds. ^ VI. The Parliament is proogned, 
^ VII. Sejpon of the Scolti/h Parliament. ^ VIII. 
They inquire into the maffacre of Glencoe. ^ IX. 
They pafs an aB for eredling a trading company to 
Africa and the Indies. § X. Proceedings in the 
Parliament of Ireland. ^ XI. Dijpoftion of the 
armies in Flanders. \ XII, King William under-' 
takes the ftege of Namur. § XIII. Famous retreat 
of Prince Faudemont. Bi ttffels is bombarded by Fil- 
leroy. ^ XIV. Progrefs of the ffge of Namur, 
^ XV. Villeroy athmpts to relieve it. The bejiegers 
make a defperate offault, § XVI. The place capi- 
tulates s B'lufflers is arrefied by order of King Wil- 
liam. § XVII. Campaign on the Bhine^ ami in 
Hungary. § XVIII. 7 he Duke of Savoy takes 
Cafal. § XIX. TranfaBions in Catalonia. & XX. 
The EngXtfb fleet bombards St. Mohe's and other 
places on the eoafi of France. § XXI. Jkihnot's 
expedition to the IVeft-lndirs. § XXII. A new 
Parliament. ^ XXIII. They pafs the bill for regu- 
lating trials in cafes of high treafon. ^ XXIV* 
Refmitions with rfpedt to a neiv coinage. ^ XXV* 
'Ihe Commons addrefs the King, to re cal a grant he 
had made to the Earl of Portland. ^ XXVI. An- 
other agatnji the new Scotiijh company. § XXVII, 
Intrigues of the Jacobites. & XXVIII. Confpiracy 
againj the life of ffilliam. | XXIX. Defign of an 
invaftan defeated. ^ XXX. The two Houfes engage 
in an affociation for the defence of his Majejiy. 

^ § XXXI. 
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§ xxxr. EJlahViJ)mmtofahnA^lanh \ XXXII. 

Ttial of the confftrators. ^ XXXIH. The yjllies 
hum the magazine at Givet, § XXXIV. Louis 
the Fourteenth makes advances towards a peace with 
EoJland. ^ XXXV. He detaches the Duke of Savoy 
from the confederacy. ^ XXXVI. Niaval tranf- 
aBions. ^ XXXVII. Proceedings in the Parlia- 
ments of Scotland and Ireland. § XXXVIII. Zeal 
of the Rnglijh Commons in their affeBion to tlie King, 

^ XXXIX. Refolutions touching the coint tind the 
fnpport or pubhck credit, § XL. Enormous impoji- 
tionr. kj XLI. Sir John Fermick is apprehended. 

^ XLII. A hill of attainder being brought into the 
JJoitje againji him., produces violent dehales. 4 XLIIT. 

M: dthnce. & XLIV. The hiUpaJes. ^ XLV. 

Sir John Fenwick is beheaded. \ XLVI. The Earl 
of Monmouth fent to the Tower. 4 XLVII. Inquiry 
into nufcarriages by fea. ^ XLVIII. Negociafions 
at Ryfwich. % XLIX. The French tale Barcelona. 

§ L. Frnithfs expedition of Admiral Neville Jo the 
Weji-Indies. ^ LI. The EleBor of Saxony is choftn 
King of Poland. ^ LII. Peter the Czar of Muf- 
covy travels in difgutfe with his own Amhajfadors, 

^ LI II. Proceedings in the congrejs at liyfxotck. 

^ LIV. The Amhajfadors of England, Spain, and 
Holland, Jign the treaty. \ LV. A general paci- 
Jicafion. 

\ I. npHE kingdom now refounded with the c H A P, 
complaints of the papists and malcontents, ^ , 

who taxed the miniftry with fubornation of perjury, 
in the cafe of the Lancalhire gentlemen wlio had 
been perfecuted for the confpiracy. One Liint, an 
Irllhman, had informed Sir John Trenchard, Secre- 
tary of State, that he had been fent from Ireland, 
with commiflions from King James to clivers gentle- 
men in Lancafliire and Cheuiire: that he had aflided 
in buying arms, and inlifting men to ferve that King 
in his projedled invalion of England: that he had 

been 
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BOOK been twice difpatched by thofe gentlemen to the court 
, of St. Germain’s, afEfted many Jacobites in repair- 
ing to France, helped to conceal others that came 
from that kingdom; and that all thofe perfons told 
him they were furnilhed with money by Sir John 
Friend to defray the expence of their expeditions. 
His teftimony was conlirmed by other infamous 
emiflaries, who received but too much countenance 
from the government. Blank warrants were iflued, 
and filled up occafionally with fuch names as the 
informers fuggefted. Thefe were delivered to Aaron 
Smith, folicitor to the Treafury, who, with mef- 
lengers, accompanied Lunt and his afibciates to 
Lancafhire, under the protedlion of a party of 
Dutch horfc guards, commanded by one Captain 
Baker. They w'cre empowered to break open 
houfes, feize papers, and apprehend perfons, accord- 
ing to their plcafure ; and they committed many 
atils of violence and opprcHion. The perfons, againll 
whom thefe meafurcs were taken, being apprifed of 
the impending danger, generally retired from their 
own habitations. Some, however, were taken and 
imprifoned; a few arms werefecured; and, in the 
houfe of Mr. Standiih, at Standifli-hall, they found 
the draft of a declaration to be publiflicd by King 
James at his landing. As this profecution feemed 
calculated to revive the horrour of a flalc confpiracy, 
and the evidences w'cre perfons of abandoned 
charadlers, the friends of thofe who were perfecuted, 
found no great difficulty in rendering the fcherae 
odious to the nation. They even employed the 
pen of Fergnfon, who had been concerned in every 
plot that was hatched fince the Rye-houfe confpi- 
racy. This veteran, thought appointed houfekeeper 
to the Excife-ofiicc, thought himl’elf poorly rccom- 
penfed for the part he had adled in the Revolution, 
became diflalisfied, and, upon this occafion, pub- 
Uflred a letter to Sir John 'J'renchard on the abufe of 
power. It was replete with the moft bitter inrec- 
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fives again ft the miniflry, and contained a great c II A P. 
number of flagrant inliaiices, in which the Court ^ , 

had countenanced the vileft corruption, perfidy, and 
op|3reflion. This prodtuftion was in every body’s 
hand, and had'fuch an efFediupon the people, that 
when the prifoners were brought to trial at Man- 
chefler, the populace would have put the witnefles 
to death, had they not been prevented by ihe inter- 
pofition of thole who were friends to the acenfed 
perfons, and had already taken eftedlna] meafurcs 
for their fafety. Lunt’s chief allbciate in the myflery 
of information was one TaafFe, a wretch of the 
moll profligate principles, who finding himfelf dif- 
appointed in his hope of reward from the miniftry, 
was privately gained over bj'' the agents for the pri- 
. foners. Lunt, when delired in Court to point out 
the perfons whom he had accufed, committed fuch 
a miftake as greatly invalidated his tefiimony; and 
'TaafFe declared before the Bench, that the pretended 
plot was no other than a contrivance between himfelf 
and Lunt, in order to procure money from the govern- 
ment, The prifoners were immediately acquitted, 
and the miniftry incurred a heavy Idad of popular 
odium, as the authors or abettors of Icnavilh con- 
trivances to enfnare the innocent. The govern- 
ment, ‘ with a view to evince their abhorrence of 
luch practices, ordered the witnefles to be profecuted 
for a confpiracy againft the lives and eflates of the 
gentlemen who had been accufed ; and at laft the 
affair was brought into the Houfe of Commons. 

The Jacobites triumphed in their vidlory. They 
even turned the battery of corruption upon the evi- 
dence for the Crown, not without making a confider- 
able impreflion. But the caufc was now debated 
before judges, who were not at all propitious to their 
views. The Commons having fet on foot an in- 
quiry, and examined all the papers and circum- 
ftances relating to the pretended plot, refolved. 

That there was fufficient ground for the profecution 
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book and trials of the gentlemen at Mancheftev ; and 
I* that there was a dangerous confpiracy againft the 
King and government. They iffued an order for 
taking Mr. Standifli into cuftocly ; and the meflen- 
ger reporting that he was not to be found, they 
prefentcd an addrefs to the King, deliring a procla- 
mation might be publilhed, oliering a reward for 
apprehending his perfon. The Peers concurred 
with the Commons in their fentiments of this affair ; 
for complaints having been kid before their Houfe 
alfo, by the perlbns who thought themfelves ag- 
grieved, the queftion was put, Whether the govern- 
ment had caufe to profecute them ; and carried in 
the affirmative; though a protefl was entered againft 
this vote by the Earls of Rochefter and Notting- 
ham. Notwithflanding thefe decilions, the accufed 
gentlemen profecuted Lunt and two of his accom- 
plices for perjury, at the Lancafter affizes ; and all 
three were found guilty. They were immediately 
indidted by the Crown, for a confpiracy againft the 
lives and liberties of the perfons they had accufed. 
The intention of the miniftry, in laying this indidt- 
ment, was feize the opportunity of punifhing 
fome of the witnefles for the gentlemen, who had 
prevaricated in giving their teftimony; but the 
tlefign being difeovered, the Lancafhirc-men refufed 
to produce their evidence againft the informers ; the 
prolecution dropped of confequence, and the pri- 
Ibners were difeharged. 

\ 11. When the Commons were employed in 
examining the ftate of the revenue, and taking 
meafures for raiftng the neceflary fupplies, the inha- 
bitants of Royfton prefented a petition, complain- 
ing, that the officers and foldiers of the regiment 
belonging to Colonel Haftings, which was quartered 
upon them, exadled fubfi&nce-money, even on 
pain of military execution. The Houfe was im- 
mediately kindled into a flame by this information, 
Tije officers, and Pauncefort, agent for the_ regi- 

menc 
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ffient, were examined: then it was unanimoufly c H A P. 
refolved, that fuch a pradiice was arbitrary, illegal, 
and a violation of the rights and liberties of the^[^^ 
fubjedt. Upon further inquiry, Pauncefort and 
fome other agents were committed to the cuftody 
of the Serjeant, for having negledled to pay the 
fubfiftence money they had received for the officers 
and foldiers. He was afterwards fent to the Tower, 
together with Henry Guy, a member of the Houfe, 
and Secretary to the Trcafury, the one for giving, 
and the other for receiving, a bribe to obtain the 
King’s bounty. Pauncefort’s brother was likewife 
committed, for being concerned in the fame com- 
merce. Guy had been employed, together with 
Trevor the Speaker, as the court-agent for fecuring 
a majority in the Houfe of Commons: for that 
reafon, he was obnoxious to the members in the 
oppofition, who took this opportunity to brand him ; 
and the courtiers could not with any decency fkreen 
him from their vengeance. The Ploufe having 
proceeded in this inquiry, drew up an addrefs to 
the King, enumerating the abufes which had crept 
into the army, and demanding immediate redreis. 

He promifed to confider the remonftrance, and 
redrefs the grievances of which they complained. 
Accordingly, he cafliiered Colonel Haftings ; ap- 
pointed a council of officers to fit weekly and exa- 
mine all complaints againft any officer and foldier ; 
and publifhed a declaration for the maintenance of 
ftridl difcipline, and the due payment of quarters. 
Notwithftanding thefe conceflions the Commons Burneu 
profecuted their examinations : they committed 
Mr. James Craggs, one of the contia&ors for cloatb-sta®'*” ' 
ing the army, becaufe he refufed to anfwer uponTraetj. 
oath to fuch queftions as might be put to him byR^pj^^' 
the Commiffioners of Accounts. They brought in Lives of ^ 
a bill for , obliging him and Mr. Richard Harnage •'^***®*“ 
the other contradlor, together with the two Paunce- Daniel, 
forts, to difeover how they had difpofed of the furnsVclulre. 

Toi,. I. R paid 
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BOOK paid into their hands on account of the arm)' 5 and 
^ , for punifhing them, in cafe they Ihould perfift in 

their refufal. At this peiiod they received a peti- 
tion againft the comniiffioners for licenfing hackney- 
coaches. Three of them, by means of an addrefs 
to the King, were removed with difgrace, for hav- 
ing a£i:ed arbitrarily, corruptly, and contrary to the 
truft repofed in them by ad! of Parliament. 

^ III. Thofe who encouraged this fpirit of refor- 
mation introduced another inquiry about the or- 
phans’ bill, which was faid to have paffed into an 
adh, by virtue of undue influence. A committee 
being appointed to infpedl the Chamberlain’s books, 
difeovered that bribes had been given to Sir John 
Trevor, Speaker of the Houfc, and Mr. Hunger- 
ford, chairman of the Grand Committee. The firft 
being voted guilty of a high crime and mifdemea- 
nor, abdicated the chair, and Paul Foley was ap- 
pointed Speaker in his room. Then Sir John and 
Hungerford were expelled the Houfe; one Nois, 
a folicitor for the bill, was taken into cuflody, be- 
caufe he had fcandalized the Commons, in pretend- 
ing he was engaged to give great fums to fevcial 
members, and denying this circumflance on his ex- 
amination. The Reformers in the Houfc naturally 
concluded that the fame arts had been pra< 51 ifed in 
obtaining the new charter of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, which had been granted fo much againft the 
fenfe of the nation. Their books were fnbjedied to 
the fame committee that carried on the former in- 
quiry, and a furprifing feene of venality and conup- 
tion was foon difclofed. It appeared that the com- 
pany, in the courfe of the preceding year, bad 
paid near ninety thoufand pounds in fecret fervices; 
and that Sir Tliomas Cooke, one of the Diredtors, 
and a member of the Houfe, had been the chief 
majiager of this infamous commerce. Cooke, re- 
futing to anfwer, was committed to the Tower, 
and a bill of pams and penalties brought in, oblig- 
ing 
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ing him to difcover how the fum mentioned in the CHAP, 
report of the committee had been diftributed. The ^ y- ^ 
bill was violently oppofed in the Upper Houfe by 
the Duke of Leeds, as being contrary to law and 
equity, and furnifhing a precedent of a dangerous 
nature. Cooke, being agreeably to his own peti- 
tion brought to the bar of the Houfe of Lords, 
declared that he was ready and willing to make a full 
difeovery, in cafe he might be favoured with an 
indemnifying vote, to fecure him againft all a<51ions 
and fuits, except thofe of the Eall-India Company, 
which he had never injured. The Lords complied 
with his requeft, and pulled a bill for this purpofe, 
to which the Commons added a penal claufe ; and 
the former was laid alide- 

§ IV. When the King went to the Houfe, to 
give the royal aflent to the money bills, he endea- 
voured to difcoLirage this inquiry, by telling the 
Parliament that the feafon of the year was far ad- 
vanced, and the circumftanccs of affairs extremely 
preffing : he, therefore, defired they would difpatch 
fuch bufinefs as they fliould think of moft impor- 
tance to the publick, as he Ihould put an end to 
the feffion in a few days. Notwithftanding this 
fhameful interpofition, both Houfes appointed a 
joint committee to lay open the complicated fcheme 
of fraud and iniquity. Cooke, on his firft exami- 
nation, confefled, that he had delivered tallies for 
ten thoufand pounds to Francis Tyflen, Deputy- 
Governor, for the fpecial fervice of the Company ; 
an equal fum to Richard Adon, for employing his 
intereft in preventing a new fettlement, and en- 
deavouring to eftabliQ) the old company; befidcs 
two thoufand pounds by way of intcreff, and as a 
further gratuity; a thoufand guineas to Colonel 
Fitzpatrick, five hundred to Charles Bales, and 
three hundred and ten to Mr. Molineux, a mer- 
chant, for the fame purpofe ; and be owned that Sir 
Bafil Firebrace had received forty thoufand pounds 

E 2 on 
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on various pretences. He faid he believed the ten 
thoufand pounds paid to Tyflen had been delivered 
to the King by Sir Jofiah Child, as a cuftomary 
prefcnt which former Kings had received : and that 
the fums paid to Adlon were diftributed among 
fome members of Parliament. Firebrace being 
examined, affirmed that he had received the whole 
forty thoufand pounds for his own ufe and benefit ; 
but that Bates had received fums of money, which 
he underflood were offered to fome perfons of the 
firft quality. A6lon declared, that ten thoufand 
pounds of the fum which he had received were 
diftributed among perfons who had intereft with 
members of Pailiament ; and that great part of the 
money paded through the hands of Graggs, who 
was acquainted with fome Colonels in the Houfe, 
and northern members. Bates owned he had re- 
ceived the money, in conftderation of ufing his 
intereft with the Duke of Leeds in favour of the 
Company : that this nobleman knew of the gratuity ; 
and that the fum was reckoned by his Grace’s do- 
meftick, one Robart, a foreigner, who kept it in his 
pofleffion until this inquiry was talked of, and then 
it was returned. In a word, it appeared by this 
man's teftimony, as well as by that of Firebrace on 
his fecond examination, that the Duke of Leeds 
was not free from corraption, and that Sir John 
Trevor was a hireling proflitute. 

^ § V. The report of the committee produced 
violent altercations, and the moft; fevere ftridlurea 
upon the conduct of the Lord Prefident, At length, 
the Houfe refolved, That there was fufficient matter 
to impeach Thomas Duke of Leeds of high crimes 
and mifdemeanors ; and that be fhould be im- 
peached thereupon. Then it was ordered, That 
Mr, Comptroller Wharton fhould impeach him 
before the Lords, in the name of the Houfe, and of 
all the Commons in England. The Duke was 
actually in the middle of a fpeeeb for his own juflifi- 
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cation, in which he aflured the Houfe, upon his CHAP, 
honour, that he was not guilty of the corruptions , V- , 
laid to his charge, when one of his friends gave him 
intimation of the votes which had pa-fled in the 
Commons. He concluded his fpeech abruptly, and 
repairing to the Lower-Houfe, defired he might be 
indulged with a hearing. He was accordingly ad- 
mitted, with the compliment of a chair, and leave 
to be covered. After having fat a few minutes, he 
took oft’ his hat, and adclrefled himfelftothe Com- 
mons in very extraordinary terms. Having thanjeed 
them for the favour of indulging him with a hearing, 
he faid that Houfe would not have been then fitting 
but for him. He protefled his own innocence, with 
refpedl to the crime laid to his charge. He com • 
plained that this was the efte^l of a defign which had 
been long formed againll him. He exprefled a 
deed fenfe of his being under the difpleafiire of the 
Parliament and nation, and demanded fpeedy jvif- 
tice. They forthwith drew up the articles of im- 
peachment, which being exhibited at the bar of the 
Upper-Houfe, he pleaded not guilty, and the Com- 
mons promifed to make good their charge : but, by 
this time, fuch arts had beeit ufed, as all at once 
checked the violence of the profecution. Such a 
number of confiderable perfons were involved in this 
m 5 'fl;ery of corruption, that a full difcovery was 
dreaded by both parties. The Duke fent his do- 
meftick, Robart, out of the kingdom, and his 
abfence furnifhed a pretence for poflponing the trial. 

In a word, the inquiry was dropped ; but the fcan- 
dal ftuck faft to the Duke’s character. 

^ VI. In the mid-ft of thefe deliberations, the 
King went to the Houfe on the third day of May, 
when he thanked the Parliament for the fupplies 
they had granted; fignified his intention of going 
abroad; aflured them he would place the admini- 
ftration of affairs in perfons of known care and fide- 
lity; and defired that the members of both Boufes 

would 
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BOOK would be more than ordinarily vigilant in prefcrving 
^ the publick peace. The Parliament was then jiro- 
rogued to the eighteenth of June*. The King im- 
mediately appointed a Regency to govern the king- 
dom in his abfence : but neither the Princefs of 
Denmark nor her hufband were entrufled with any 
fhare in the adminiflration ; a circumftance that 
evinced the King’s jealbufy, and gave oflFence to a 
great part of the nation -j~. 

§ VII. A feilion of Parliament was deemed ne- 
ceflary in Scotland, to provide new fubfidies for 
the maintenance of the troops of that kingdom, 
which had been fo ferviceablc in the profecution of 


* In ili€ couise of this session, the Lords had inquired into the 
particulars of the McclileiraiiCim cvpodilion, and presenled an address 
to tiu* dceldiuif!;, that the licet in those seas had conduced to 

the jioiiour aiul ad\diuagc of the nation. On the other hand, the 
Coiniiioiis, in an addiess, basunglu his Majesty to take care that the 
kingdom uil'-ht be put on an equal footing and proportion witli the 
allies, ill deiVajiug the expcace of the^van 

The coin of the kingdom being greatly diminished and adultera- 
ted, the E^rls of Rochester and Nottingham expatiated upon this 
lutionai evil in tlic House of Lords ^ an act was passed, containing 
severer penalties against clippers ; but this produced no good effect, 
T'he vah^e of rnoney sunk in the exchange to such a degree, that a 
guinea was reckoned adequate to thirty shillings j and this publick 
disgrace lowered the credit of the funds and of the goveinincui. The 
nadon was alarmed by the circulation of fictitioas wealth, instead of 
gold and silver, such aa Bank-bills, Excheqxier tallies, and Go\ em- 
inent securities. The malcontents look this opportunity to exclaim 
against the Bank, and even attempted to shake the credit of it in Rxr-* 
liamentj hut theif endeavours proved abortive} the nionled-intevest 
preponderated in both Houses, 

f The Rea;ency was composed of the Archbishop of Cantcrlniry j 
Somers* Lord Keeper of the Great Seal j the Earl of rembroke, Lord- 
Privy-Seal 3 the Duke of Devonshire, Lord-Steward of the Hons*’- 
holcf; the Duke of Shrewsbury, Seemtary of State; the Earl of 
Dorset, Lord Chamberlain*; and the Lord Godolphin, First Com- 
missioner of the Treasury. Sir John Trenchard dying, his place of 
Secretarywas filled with ’Sir William’ Trnmbal, an eminent civilian, 
learned, diligent, and virtuous, who had been envoy at Paris and 
Constantinople, Wiillaiti Nassau de Zuylesteiu, son of the King’s 
mtuial uncle, was created Baron of Enfield, Viscount Tunbridge, 
and Earl of Rochford. Ford, Lord Grey of Werke, was made Vis* 
mint Glendale, and Earl of Tankerville. The month of April of 
this year uvs distinguislied by the djsath of the famous Gcorp^e Saville, 
Marquis of Halifax, who had survived in a good measure his talents 
repntation, 

the 
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the war. But, as a great outcry had been raifedcilAP. 
againft the government, on account of the niaffacre 
of Glencoe, and the Scots were tired of contributing '”7^^ 
towards the expence of a war from which they 
could derive no advantage, the minhlry thouglit 
proper to cajole them with the' promife of fome 
national indulgence. In the mean time, a com- 
miflion pafled the great feal, for taking a precog- 
nition of the maflacre, as a previous ftep to the 
trial of the perfons concerned in that perfidious 
tranfadion. On the ninth of May, the feffion was 
opened by the Marquis of Tweedalc, appointed 
comraiffioner, who, after the King’s letter had 
been read, expatiated on his Mejefty’s care and 
concern for their fafety and welfare; and his firm 
purpofe to maintain the Prefbyterian difeipline in 
the church of Scotland. Then he promifed, in 
the King’s name, that if they would pafs an ad for 
efiablifhing a colony in Africa, America, or any 
other part of the world where a colony might be 
lawfully planted, his Majefty would indulge them 
with fuch rights and privileges as he had granted in 
like cafes to the fubjeds of his other dominions. 

Finally, he exhorted them to confider ways and 
means to ralfe the neceflary fupplies for maintaining 
their land forces, and for providing a competent 
number of fhips of war to proted their commerce. 

The Parliament immediately voted an addrefs of 
condolence to his Majefly on the death of the 
Queen; and they granted one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds fterling for the fervice of the en- 
fuing year, to be raifed by a general poll-tax, a land- 
tax, and an additional excife. 

§ VIII. Their next ftep was to defire the com- 
milEoner would tranlinit their humble thanks to 
the King, for his care to vindicate the honour of 
the government and the jullice of the nation, in 
ordering a precognition to be taken witii refped 
to the flaughter of Glencoe, A motion was aftcr- 
9 wards 
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BOOK wards made that the comtniffioners Ihould exhibit 
an account of their proceedings in this affair : 
accordingly, a report, confifting of the King’s 
inftruftions, Dalrymple’s letters, the depolitions of 
witneffes, and the opinion of the committee, was 
laid before the Parliament. The motion is faid to 
have been privately influenced by Secretary John- 
flon, -for the difgrace of Dalrymple, who was his 
rival in power and intereft. The written opinion 
of the commiflioners, who were creatures of the 
Court, imported, That Macdonald of Glencoe had 
been perfidioufly murthered ; that the King’s in- 
flrudlions contained nothing to warrant the maflacre; 
and that Secretary Dalrymple had exceeded his 
orders. The Parliament concurred with this report. 
They refolved, that Livingfton was not to blame, 
for having given the orders contained in his letters 
to Lieut. Col. Plamilton : that this laft was liable 
to profecLition : that the King ihould be addrefled 
to give orders, either for examining Major Dun- 
canfon in Flanders, touching his concern in this 
affair ; or for fending him home to be tried in Scot- 
land : as also, that Campbell of Glenlyon, Captain 
Drummond, Lieutenant Lindfey, Enfign Lundy, 
and Serjeant Barber, fhould be fent to Scotland, 
and profecuted according to law, for the parts they 
had acted in that execution. In confequence of 
thefe refolutions, the Parliament drew up an addrefs 
to the King, in which they laid the whole blame of 
the maflacre upon the excefs in the Matter of Stair’s 
letters concerning that tranfadlion. They begged 
that his Majefly would give fuch orders about him, 
as he fliould think fit for the vindication of his 
government ; that the adtors in that barbarous 
ilaughter might be profecuted by the King’s advo- 
cate, according to law ; and that fome reparation 
might be made to the men of Glencoe who efcaped 
the^ maflacre, for the loflcs they had fuflained in 
their effects upon that occafioh, as their habitations 

had 
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had been plundered and burned, their lands wafted, CHAP, 
and their cattle driven away 5 fo that they were ^ 
reduced to extreme poverty. Notwithftanding this 
addrefs of the Scottifti Parliament, by which the King 
was fo folemnly exculpated, his memory is ftill 
loaded with the fufpicion of having concerted, 
countenanced, and enforced this barbarous execu- 
tion, efpecially as the Mafter of Stair efcaped with 
impunity, and the other adlors of the tragedy, far 
from being puniftied, were preferred in the fervice. 

While the commiftioners were employed in the in- 
quiry, they made fuch difeoveries concerning the 
■ condudl of the Earl of Breadalbane, as amounted to 
a charge of high-treafon ; and he was committed 
prifoner to the caflle of Edinburgh : but it feems 
he had diflembled with the Highlanders, by the 
King’s permiffion, and now ftieltered himfelf under 
the lhadow of a royal pardon. 

^ IX. The committee of trade, in piirfuance of 
the powers granted by the King to his comraiffioner, 
prepared an adt for eftablifhing a company trading 
to Africa and the Indies, empowering them to plant 
colonies, hold cities, towns, or forts, in places un- 
inhabited, or in others, with the confent of the 
natives ; vefting them with an exclufive right, and 
an exemption for one-and-twenty years from all 
duties and irapofitions. This adt was likewife con- 
firmed by letters-patent under the great feal, diredled 
by the Parliament, without any further warrant 
from the Crown. Patterfon, the projedlor, had con- 
trived the fcheme of a fettlement upon the Ifthmus 
of Darien, in fuch a manner as to carry on a trade 
in the South-Sea, as well as in the Atlantick 5 nay, 
even to extend it as far as the Eaft-Indies : a great 
number of London merchants, allured by the 
profpedt of gain, were eager to engage in fuch a 
company, exempted from all manner of impofition 
and reftridlion. The Scottiih Parliament likewife 
pafted an adl in favour of the cpifcopal cle^y, 

decreeing. 
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book decreeing, That thofe who fhould enter into fuch. 

L engagements to the King, as were by law required, 

^"7^^ might continue in their benefices under his Majefly’s 
protection, without being fubjeCl to the power of 
Prefbytery. Seventy of the raoft noted minifters 
of that perfuafion took the benefit of this indulgence. 
Another law was enabled, for railing nine thoufand 
men yearly, to recruit the Scottifli regiments abroad; 
and an aCf for erediing a publick bank :then the 
Parliament was adjourned to the feventh day of 
November. 

§ X. Ireland began to be infedled with the fame 
fadtions which had broke out in JEngland fince the 
Revolution : Lord Capel, the Lord- Deputy, governed 
in a very partial manner, opprelling the Irifli 
Papills, without any regard to equity or decorum. 
He undertook to model a Parliament in fuch a 
manner, that they lliould comply with all the de ■ 
mands of the miniftry ; and he fuccccded in his 
endeavours, by making fuch arbitrary changes in 
offices as bell fuited his purpofe. Thefe precau- 
tions being taken, he convoked a Parliament for 
the twenty-feventh day of Augufl, when he opened 
the felfion with a fpeech, expatiating upon their 
obligations to King William, and exhorting them 
to make fuitable returns to fuch a gracious Sove- 
reign. He obferved, that the revenue had fallen 
fliort of the eftablilhment ; fo that both the civil 
and military lifts were greatly in debt ; that his 
Majefly had fent over a bill for an additional excife, 
and expedled they would find ways and means to 
anfwer the demands of the fervice. They forthwith 
voted an addrefs of thanks, and refolved to affift 
his Majelly to the utmoft of their power, againfl; all 
his enemies foreign and doraellick. They pafled 
the bill for an additional excife, together with an 
adl for taking, away the writ J)e heretlco comtni- 
reuJos" another annulling all attainders and aCls 
palled in the late pretended Parliament of King 

James ; 
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James : a third to prevent foreign education : ‘a 
fourth for difarming Papifts : and a fifth for fettling 
the ellates of intelTatcs. Then they refolvcd, That 
a funi not exceeding one hundred and fixty-three 
thoufand three hundred and twenty-five pounds, 
fliould be granted to his Majefly, to be raifed by 
a poll-bill, additional cuftoms, and a continuation 
of -the additional excife. Sir Charles Porter, the 
Chancellor, finding his importance diminifhed, if 
not entirely deflroycd, by the afluming difpofition 
and power of the Lord-Deputy, began to court 
popularity by efpoufing the caufe of the Irifh, againft 
the feverity of the adminillration ; and adtually 
formed a kind of Tory intereft, which thwarted 
Lord Capel in all his meafures. A motion was 
made in Parliament to impeach the Chancellor, 
for fowing difeord and divifion among his Majefiy’s 
fubjedls : but, being indulged with a hearing by 
the Houfe of Commons, hejufiified hirafejf fo much 
to their fatisfaflion, that he was voted clear of all 
impxttation, by a great majority. Neverthelefs, they, 
at the end of the feflion, fent over an addrefs, in 
which they bore teftimony to the mild and juft 
adminillration of their Lord-Deputy. 

§ XI. King William having taken fuch Heps as 
were deemed neceflary for preferving the peace of 
England in his abfence, eroded the fea to tiolland 
in the middle of May, fully determined to make 
fome great effort in the Netherlands, that might 
aggrandize his military charadler, ancl humble the 
power of Prance, which was already on the decline. 
Tliat kingdom was aflually exhaufied in fuch a 
manner, that the haughty Louis found liimfelf 
obliged to ftand upon the defenfive againfl eiicnfies 
over whom he had been ufed to triumph with un- 
interrupted fuccefs. He heard the clamours of his 
people, which he could not quiet : he law his ad- 
vances to peace rejedled ; and to crown his misfor- 
tunes, he fullained an irreparable lofs in the death 
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, bourg, to whofe military talents he owed the 
greateft part of his glory and fuccefs. That great 
officer died in January at Verfailles, in the iixty- 
feventh year of his age ; and Louis lamented his 
death the more deeply, as he had not another Gene- 
ral left, in whofe underftanding he could confide. 
The conduit of the army in Flanders was entrufted 
to Marefchal Villeroy ; and Boufflers commanded a 
feparate army, though fubjeit to the other’s orders. 
As the French King took it for granted, that the 
Confederates would have a fuperiority of numbers in 
the field, and was well acquainted with the enter- 
prifing genius of their chief, he ordered a new line 
to be drawn between Lys and the Scheld : he caufed 
a difpofition to be made for covering Dunkirk, 
Ypres, Tournay, and Namur ; and laid injunilions 
on his General to ait folely on the defenfive. Mean- 
while, the Confederates formed two armies in the 
Netherlands. The firft confifted of feventy batta- 
lions of infantry, and eighty-two fquadrons of horfe 
and dragoons, chiefly Englilh and Scots, encamped 
at Aerfcele, Caneghem, and Wouterghem, between 
Thield and Deynfe, to be commanded by the King 
in perfon, affifted by the old Prince of Vaudemont. 
The other army, compofed of fixteen battalions of 
foot, and one hundred and thirty fquadrons of horfe, 
encamped at Zellich and Hamme, on the road from 
Braflels to Dendermonde, under the command of 
the Eleilor of Bavaria, feconded by the Duke of Hol- 
flcin-Plocn. Major-General Ellemberg was pofted 
near Dixmuyde with twenty battalions and ten fqua- 
drons;. and another body of Brandenburghand Dutch 
troops, with a reinforcement from Liege, lay en- 
camped on the Mehaigne, under the conduct of the 
Baron dc Heyden, Lieutenant-General of Branden- 
burgh, and the Count de Berio, General of the Liege 
cavalry. King William arrived in the camp on the 
fifth day of July ; and remained eight days at Acr- 
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leelc. Then he marched to Bekelar, while Villeroy CHAP, 
retired behind his lines between Menin and Ypres, y- . 
after having detached ten thoiifand men to reinforce 
Boufflers, who had advanced to Pont d’Efpieres : 
but he too retreating within his lines, the Eledlor of 
Bavaria pafled the Scheld, and took poft at Kirk- 
hoven : at the fame time the body under Heyden 
advanced towards Namur. 

^ XII. The King of England, having by his mo- 
tions drawn the forces of the enemy on the fide of 
Flanders, diredted the Baron de Heyden and the 
Earl of Athlone, who commanded forty fquadrons 
from the camp of the Eledlor of Bavaria, to inveft 
Namur ; and this fervice was performed on the third 
day of July : but, as the place was not entirely fur- 
rounded, Marefchal Boufflers threw himfelf into it, 
with fuch a reinforcement of dragoons as augmented 
the garrifon to the number of fifteen thoufand chofen 
men. King William and the Eledlor brought up 
the refi of the forces, which encamped on both fide® 
of the Sambre and the Maefe ; and the lines of cir- 
cumvallation were begun on the fixth day of July, 
under the diredfion of the celebrated engineer. Ge- 
neral Coehorn. The place was formerly very ftrong, 
both by fituation and art ; but the French, fince its* 
laft redudlion, had made fuch additional works, that 
both the town and citadel feemed impregnable. 
Confidering the number of the garrifon, and the 
quality of the troops, commanded by a Marefchal 
of France, diftinguifhed by his valour and condudt, 
the enterprife was deemed an undeniable proof of 
William’s temerity. On the eleventh the trenches 
were opened, and next day the batteries began to 
play with incredible fury. The King receiving in- 
telligence of a motion made by a body of French 
troops, with a view to intercept the convoys, de- 
tached twenty fquadrons of horfe and dragoons to 
obferve the enemy. 

7 \ XIII. 
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BOOK. § XIII. Prince Vaudemont, who was left at Rofe- 

, , laer wirh fifty battalions, and the like number of 

fquadrons, underftanding that Villeroy had palled 
the Lys, in order to attack him, took poll with his 
left near Grammen, his right by Acrfeele and Ca- 
neghem, and began to fortify his camp, with a view 
to expedl the enemy. Their vanguard appearing 
on the evening of the thirteenth at Dentreglaem, he 
changed the difnofition of his camp, and entrenched 
himfelf on botli lide.s. Next day, however, per- 
ceiving Villeroy’s defign was to furround him, by 
means of another bod^y of troops commanded by 
M. Montal, who had already pafted the Thieldt for 
that pttrpofe, he relblved to avoid an engagement, 
and effeded a retreat to Ghent, which is celebrated 
as one of the mod: capital efforts of military con- 
dud. He forthwith detached twelve battalions and 
twelve pieces of cannon, to fecure Newport, which 
Villeroy had intended to invefl. : but that General 
now changed his refolution, and undertook the liege 
of Dismuyde, ganifoiied by eight battalions of foot, 
and a regiment of dragoons, commanded by Major- 
General Ellemberg, who, in fix-and-thirty hours 
after the trenches were opened, furrendered himfelf 
and his foldiers prifoners of war. This fcandalous 
example was followed by Colonel Ofarrel, who yielded 
up Deynfft on the fame lhameful conditions, even 
before a battery was opened by the beliegers. In 
the fequel they were both tried for their milbeha- 
vioiir : Ellemberg fuffered death, and Ofarrel was 
broke with infamy. The Prince-of Vaudemont fent 
a meffage to the French General, demanding the 
garrifons of thofe two places, according to a cartel 
which had been fettled between the powers at war; 
bxit no regard was paid to this renionllrance. Ville- 
roy, after feverai marches and countermarches, ap- 
peared before Bruli’els on the thirteenth day of 
Auguft, and fent a letter to the Prince of Berghem, 
Governor of that city, importing, tliat the King his 

*■ mailer 
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mafler had ordered him to bombard the town, by CHAP, 
way of making reprifals for the damage done by ^ ^ - , 
the EnglUh fleet to the maritime towns of France : 
he likewife defired to know in what part the Eledlrcfs 
of Bavaria refided, that he might not fire into .that 
quarter. After this declaration, which was no more 
than an unmeaning compliment, he began to bom- 
bard and cannonade the place with red-hot ballets, 
which produced conflagrations in many diflerent 
parts of the city, and frightened the Elecitrefs into 
a mifearriage. On the fifteenth, the French difeon- 
tinued their firing, and retired to Enghein. 

§ XIV. During thefe tranfadlions, the fiege of 
Namur was profecuied with great ardour, under the 
eye of the King of England ; while the garrifon de- 
fended the place with equal fpiric and perfeverance. 

On the eighteenth day of July, Major-General Ram- 
fay and Lord Cutts, at the head of five battalions, 

Englilh, Scots, and Dutch, attacked the enemy’s 
advanced works, on the right of the counterfearp. 

They were fuflained by fix Englifh battalions, com- 
manded by Brigadier-General Fitzpatrick ; while 
eight foreign regiments, with nine thoufancl pioneers, 
advanced on the left, under Major-General Salifeb. 

The afifault was defperate and bloody, the enemy 
maintaining their ground for two hours with un- 
daunted courage : but at lall they were obliged to 
give way, and were purfued to the very gates of the 
town, though not before they had killed or wounded 
twelve hundred men of the confederate army. The 
King was fo well pleafed with the behaviour of the 
Britifh troops, that during the aeflion he laid his 
hand upon the flioulder of the Eledlor of Bavaria, 
and exclaimed with emotion, “ See my brave Eng- 
“ Uflr.” On the twenty-feventh the Englifli and 
Scots, under Ramfay and Hamilton, aflaulted the 
counterfearp, where they met with prodigious oppo- 
fition from the fire of the beiieged. Neverthelefs, 
being fuflained by the Dutch, they made a lodge- 
ment 
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I- of St. Nicholas, as alfo upon part of the counter- 
fcarp. The valour of the aflailants on this occaiion 
was altogether unprecedented, andaltnoft incredible; 
while, on the other hand, the courage of the befieged 
was worthy of praife and admiration. Several per- 
fons were killed in the trenches at the fide of the 
King, and among thefe Mr. Godfrey, Deputy- 
Governor of the Bank of England, who had come 
to the camp, to confer with his Majefty about re- 
mitting money for the payment of the army. On 
the thirtieth day of July the Elcdlor of Bavaria at- 
tacked Vauban’s line that furrounded the works of 
the caftle. General Coehorn was prefent in this 
adlion, which was performed with equal valour and • 
fuccefs. They not only broke the line, but even 
took pofleffion of Coehorn’s fort, in which, however, 
they found it impoffible to efledV a lodgement. On 
the fecond day of Auguft, Lord Cutts, with four 
hundred Englifii and Dutch grenadiers, attacked the 
faillant-angle of a demi-baftion, and lodged hirnfelf 
on the fecond counterfearp. The breaches being 
now pradticable, and preparations made for a ge- 
neral aflault. Count Guifeard, the Governor, capi- 
tulated for the town on the fourth of Augufl. ; and 
the French retired into the citadel, againft which 
twelve batteries played upon the tliirteenth. The 
trenches, mean while, were carried on with great 
expedition, notwithftanding all the efforts of the 
befieged, who fired without ceafing, and exerted 
amazing diligence and intrepidity in defending and 
repairing the damage they fuftained. At length, 
the annoyance became fo dreadful from the uninter- 
mitting mowers of bombs and red-hot bullets, that 
Boufflers, after having made divers furious failles, 
formed a fcheme for breaking through the confede- 
rate camp with his cavalry. This, however, was pre- 
vented by the extreme vigilance of King William. 

^XV. 
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^ XV. After ihe bombardment of Bruflels, Ville- CHAP, 
roy being reinforced with all the troops that could 
be drafted from garrifans, advanced towards Namur, 
with an army of ninety thoufand men ; and Prince 
Vaudemont being joined by the Prince of Heflfe, 
with a ftrong body of forces from the Rhine, took 
poflcffion of the flrong camp at Mafy, within five 
Englilh miles of the befieging army. The King, 
underftanding that the enemy had reached Fletirus, 
where they difcharged ninety pieces of cannon, as a 
fignal to inform the garrifon of their approach, left 
the conduct of the fiegc to the Elector of Bavaria, 
and took upon himfelf the command of the covering 
army, in order to oppofe Villeroy, who being further 
reinforced by a detachment from Germany, declared, 
that he would hazard a battle for the relief of Na- 
mur. But, when he viewed the pofiure of the Allies 
near Mafy, he changed his refolution, and retired 
in the night without noife. On the thirtieth day of 
Auguft, the befieged were fummoned to furrender, 
by Count Horn, who, in a parley with the Count de 
Lamont, General of the French infantry, gave him 
to underfland, that Marefchal Villeroy had retired 
towards the Mehaigne; fo that the garrifon could 
not expect to be relieved. No immediate anfwer 
being returned to this meflage, the parley was broke 
off, and the King refolved to proceed without delay 
to a general aflault, which he had already planned 
with the Eleiftor and his other Generals. Between 
one and two in the afternoon, Lord Cutts, who 
defired the command, though it was not his turn of' 
duty, rnftied out of the trenches of the fecond line, 
at the head of three hundred grenadiers, to make a 
lodgment in the breach of 'I'erra-nova, fnpported by 
the regiments of Coulthorp, Buchan, Hamilton, and 
Mackay ; while Colonel Marfelly, with a body of 
Dutch, the Bavarians, aud Brandenimrghers, at- 
tacked at two other places. The affailants met with 
fuch a warm reception, that the Englifh grenadiers 
, von. I. S were 
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BOOK were repulfed, even after they bad mounted the 

^ , breach, Lord Cutts being for fome time difabled by 

a fhot in the head. Marfelly was defeated, taken, 
and afterwards killed by a cannon-ball from the bat- 
teries of the befiegers. The Bavarians, by miftaking 
their way, were expofed to a terrible fire, by which 
their General, Count Rivera, and a great number of 
th'eir officers were flain : nevcrthelefs, they fixed 
themfelves on the outward entrenchment, on the 
j)oint of the Coehorn next to the Sanibre, and main- 
tained their ground with amazing fortitude. Lord 
Cutts, when his wound was dreflki, returned to the 
feene of adiion, and ordered two hundred chofen 
men of Mackay’s regiment, commanded by Lieute- 
nant Cockle, to attack the face of the faillant-angle 
next to the breach, fword in hand, while the enfigns 
of the fame regiment ffiould advance, and plant 
their colours on the pallifadoes. Cockle and his de- 
tachment executed the command he had received 
with admirable intrepidity. They broke through the 
pallifadoes, drove the French from the covered-way, 
made a lodgement in one of the batteries, and 
turned the cannon againft the enemy. The Bava- 
rians being thus fufiained, made their poR good. 
The Major-generals La Cave and Schwerin lodged 
themfelves at the fame time on the covered-way ; 
and though the general aflault did not fucceed in its 
full extent, the Confederates remained maflers of a 
very confiderable lodgement, nearly an Engliffi mile 
in length. Yet this was dearly purchafed with the 
lives of two thoufand men, including many officers 
of great rank and reputation. IJuring the adlion the 
Eleftor of Bavaria fignalized his courage in a very J 
remarkable manner, riding from place to place 
through the hotteft of the fire, giving his directions 
with notable prefence of mind, according to the 
ernergency of circumftances, animating the officers 
with praife and promife of preferment, and diftri- 
buting handfuls of gold among the private foldiers- 

.§ XIV. 
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^ XVI. On the firft day of September, the befieged CHAP, 
having obtained a ceflation of arms, that their dead . , 

might be buried, the Count de Guifcard appearing 
on the breach, defired to fpeak with the Eledlor of 
Bavaria. His Highnefs immediately mounting the 
breach, the French Governor offered to furrender the 
fort of Coehorn ; but was given to undcrftand, that 
if he intended to capitulate, he muft treat for the 
whole. This reply being communicated to Boufflers, 
he agreed to the propofal ; the ceffation was pro- 
longed, and that very evening the capitulation was 
finifhed, Villeroy, who lay encamped at Gemblours, 
was no fooner apprifed of this event, by a triple dif- 
charge of all the artillery, and a running fire along 
the lines of the Confederate army, than he paffed the 
Sambre near Charleroy, with great precipitation; 
and having reinforced the garrilbn of Dinant, re- 
treated towards the* lines in the neighbourhood of 
Mons. On the fifth day of September, the French 
garrifon, which was now reduced from fifteen to five 
thoufand five hundred men, evacuated the citadel 
of Namur. Boufflers, in marching-out, was arrefted 
.in the name of his Britannick Majelly, by way of 
reprifal for the garrifons of Dixmuyde and Deynfe, 
which the French King had detained, contrary to 
the cartel fubfifting between the two nations. The 
Marcfchal was not a little difcompofed at this unex- 
peded incident, and expoftulated warmly with Mr. 
Dyckvclt, who allured him the King of Great- 
Britain entertained a profound refpedt for his perfon. 
and characler. William even offered to fet him at 
liberty, provided he would pafs his word that the 
garrifons of Dixmuyde and Deynfe Ihould be fent 
back, or that he hirnfelf would return in a fortnight. 

He laid, that he could not enter into any fuch 
gagement, as he did not know his Mailer’s reafons 
ibr demining the garrifons in queftion. He was, 
therefore, recon%'eyed to Namur ; from thence re- 
moved to Maeftricht, and treated with great reve- 

s 2 rence 
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BOOK rencc and refpeft, till the return of an officer whom 

, ,he had difpatched to Verfaillcs with an account of 

his captivity. Then he engaged his word, that the 
garrifons of Dixmuyde and Deynl'c ffioiild be fent 
back to the allied army. He was immediately rc- 
leafed, and conducted in fafety to Dinant. When 
he repaired to Verfailles, Louis received him with, 
very extraordinary marks of efleem and affedlion. 
He embraced him in publick with the warmeft ex- 
preffions of regard ; declared himfelf perfedtly well 
farisfied with his condudl ; created him a Duke and 
Peer of France ; and prefented him with a very 
large fum, in acknowledgement of his iignal fer- 
vices. 

§ XVII. After the redudlion of Namur, which 
greatly enhanced the military charadler of King 
William, he retired to his houfe at Loo, which 
was his favourite place of relidence, leaving the 
command to the Elcdtor of Bavaria ; and about the 
latter end of September both armies began to fe- 
parate. The French forces retired within their lines. 
A good number of the allied troops were diftri- 
buted in different garrifons: and a ftrong detach- 
ment marched towards Newport, under the com- 
mand of the Prince of Wirtemberg, for the fecurity 
of that place. Thus ended the campaign in the 
Netherlands. On the Rhine nothing of moment 
was attempted by either army. The Marefchal de 
Lorges, in the beginning of June, paffed the Rhine 
at Philipfburgh ; and pofting himfelf at Bruckfal, 
fent out parties to ravage the country. On the 
eleventh of the fame month, the Prince of Baden 
joined the German army at Stcppach, and on tlje 
eighth of July was reinforced by the troops of the 
other German Confederates, in the neighbourhood 
of Wifelock, On the nineteenth, the French re- 
tired without noife, in the night, towards Manheim, 
where they rcpalled the river, without any inter- 
ntjrtion from the Imperial General ; then he font 
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ofF a large detachment to Flanders. The fame'flep ciiAP. 
was taken by the Prince of Baden; and each army 
lay inadlive in their quarters for the remaining part 
of the campaign. The command of the Germans 
in Hungary was conferred upon the Eledlor of 
Saxony; but the Court of Vienna was fo dilatory 
in their preparations, that he was not in a condition, 
to adt till the middle of Auguft. Lord Paget 
had been fent ambaflador from England' to the 
Ottoman Porte, with inftrudtions relating to a 
pacification ; but before he could obtain an audience, 
the Sultan died, and was fucceeded by his nephew, 
Muftapha, who refolved to profecute the war in 
perfon. The warlike genius of this new Emperor 
afFored but an uncomfortable profpedt to his people, 
confidering that Peter, the Czar of Mufeovy, had 
taken the opportunity of the war in Hungary, to 
invade the Q-imea, and befiege Azoph ; fo that the 
Tartars were too much employed at home to fpare 
the fuccours which the Sultan demanded. Never- 
thelefs, Muflapha and his Vifir took the field before 
the Imperialifts could commence the operations of 
the campaign, palled the Danube, took Lippa and 
Titul by afl^ult, Itormed the camp of, General 
Veterani, who was polled at Lugos with feven thou- 
fand men, and who loft his life in the adlion. The 
infantry were cut to pieces, after having made a 
defperate defence : but the horfe retreated to Carou- 
febes, under the conduct of General Trufehes. The 
Turks, after this exploit, retired to Orfowa. Their 
navy, meanwhile, furprifed the Venetian fleet at 
Scio, where feveral Ihips of the Republick were 
defiroyed, and they recovered that ifland, which the 
Venetians thought proper to abandon: but, in order 
to balance this misfortune, thefe laft obtained a 
complete vi<Slory over the Balliaw of Negropont in 
the Morea. 

^ XVIII, The French King Hill maintained a 
fecret ncgociation with the. Puke of Savoy, whofe 

condiwft 
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Condu(?t had been for fome time myfterious and 
equivocal. Contrary to the opinion of his allies, 
he undertook the liege of Cafal, which was counted 
one of the lirongeft fortifications in Europe, de- 
fended by a numerous garrifon, ahundantly fupplied 
with ammunition and provifion. The fiege was 
begun about the middle of May; and the place was 
furrendered by capitulation in about fourteen days, 
to the aflonifhmient of the Confederates, who did 
not know that this was a facrifice by which the 
French Court obtained the Duke’s forbearance during 
the remaining part of the campaign. The capitu- 
lation imported, That the place fhould be reftored 
to the Duke of Mantua, who was the rightful pro- 
prietor; That the fortifications Ihould be demolillied 
at the expence of the Allies: That the garrifon 
fhould remain in the fort till that work fhould be 
completed : and hoflages were exchanged for the 
performance of thefe conditions. The Duke under- 
fiood the art of procrafti nation fo well, that Sep- 
tember was far advanced before the place was wholly 
difmantled ; and then he was feifed with an ague, 
which obliged him to quit the army. 

^ XIX. In Catalonia the French could hardly 
maintain the footing they had gained. Admiral 
Ruflcl, who wintered at Cadiz, was created Ad- 
miral, Chief-commander, and Captain-general of all 
his Majefty’s fhips employed, or to be employed in 
the Narrow-Seas, and in the Mediterranean. He 
was reinforced by four thoufand five hundred fol- 
diers, under the command of Brigadier-General 
Stewart; and feven thoufand men, Imperialifts as 
well as Spaniards, were drafted from Italy for the 
defence of Catalonia. Thefe forces were tranfported 
to Barcelona, under the convoy of Admiral Nevil, 
detached by RufTel for that purpofc, I'he affairs 
of Catalonia had already changed the}r afpeft. Se- 
veral French parties had been defeated, The Spa- 
niatds had blocked up Oftalric and Caftel-Follit s 

Noaillcs 
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Noallles had been recalled, and the command dc- chap. 
volved to the Duke de Vendome, who no fooner 
underftood that the forces from Italy were landed, 
than he difmantled OAalric and Caflel-Follit, and 
retired to Palamos. The Viceroy of Catalonia, and 
the Englifli Admiral having refolved to give battle to 
the enemy, and reduce Palamos, the EngUfli troops 
were landed on the ninth day of Auguft, and the 
allied army advanced to Palamos. The French ap- 
peared in order of battle : but the Viceroy declined 
an engagement. Far from attacking the enemy, 
he withdrew his forces, and the town was bom- 
barded by the Admiral. The mifearriage of this ex- 
pedition was in a great meafure owing to a mifun- 
derftanding between Ruffel and the Court of Spain. 

The Admiral complained that his Catholick Majefty 
had made no preparations for the campaign ; 
that he had negledled to fulfil his engagements with 
refpedt to the Spanilh fquadron, which ought to 
have joined the fleets of E|ngland and Plolland : 
that he had taken no care to provide tents and pro- 
vifion for the Britifh forces. On the twenty-feventh 
day of Auguft he failed for the coaft of Provence, 
where the fleet was endangered by a terrible tempeft 5 
then he fleered down the Straits, and towards the 
latter end of September arrived in the bay of Cadiz. 

There he left a number of (hips under the command 
of Sir David Mitchel, until be fhould be joined by 
Sir George Rooke, who was expeded from Eng- 
land, and returned home with the reft of the com- 
bined fquadrons. 

^ XX. Wliilc Admiral RufTel aflerted the Bri- 
tilh dominion in the Mediterranean, the French 
coafts were again infulted in the Channel by a fepa- 
rate fleet, under the command of Lord Berkley 
of Stratton, aflifted by the Dutch Admiral Alls- 
monde. On the fourth day of July they anchored 
before St. Maloes, which they bombarded from 

' nine 
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BOOK nine ketches covered by fome frigates, which fuf- 
tained more damage than was done to the enemy. 
'“7^57^ On the fixth, Granville underwent the fame fate, 
and then the fleet returned to Portfmouth. The 
bomb veflTels being refitted, the fleet failed round 
to the Downs, where four hundred foldiers were 
embarked for an attempt upon Dunkirk, under the 
direction of Meefiers the famous Dutch engineer, 
who had prepared his Tnfernals, and other machines 
for the fervice. On the firft day of Auguft the 
, experiment was tried without fuccefs. The bombs 
did fome execution ; but two fmoak fhips mifear- 
ried. The French had fecured the Rifbank and 
wooden forts with piles, bombs, chains, and float- 
ing batteries, in fuen a manner, that the machine- 
velfels could not approach near enough to produce 
any effedt. Befides, the councils of the aflailants 
were diflradied by violent animofities. The Englifli 
officers hated Meefters, becaufe he was a Dutch- 
man, and had acquired fome credit with the King ; 
he, on the other hand, treated them with difre- 
fpedl. He retired with his machines in the night, 
and refufed to co-operate with Lord Berkley in his 
defign upon Calais, which was now put in execution. 
On the fixteenrh he brought his batteries to bear 
upon this place, and fet fire to it in different quar- 
^ ters! but the enemy had taken fuch precautions as 

rendered his fcheme abortive. 

^ XXI. A fquadron had been fent to the Weft- 
Indies under the joint command of Captain Robert 
Wilmot and Colonel Lilingflon, with twelve hun- 
dred land forces. They had inftrudlions to co-ope- 
rate with the Spaniards in Hifpaniola, againft the 
French fettlements on that ifland, and to deflroy 
their fiflicrics on the banks of Newfoundland, in 
their return. They were accordingly joined by 
feventeen hundred Spaniards raifed by the Prefident 
pf St. Domingo; btit inftead of proceeding againft 

fetit- 
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Petit*Guavas, according to the directions they had CHAP, 
jreceived, Wilmot took pofleliion of Port Francois, ^ 
and plundered the country for his own private ad- 
vantage, notwithftanding the remonflrances of 
Lilingfton, who protefted againfl: his conduCl. In a 
word, the fea and land officers lived in a ftatc of 
perpetual diflenfion ; and both became extremely 
difagreeable to the Spaniards, who foon renounced 
all connection with them and their defigna. In the 
beginning of September the Commodore fet fail for 
England, and loft one of his ftiips in the gulf of 
Florida. He himfclf died in his paflage ; and the 
greater part of the men being fwept off by an epi- 
demical diftemper, the fquadron returned to llritain 
in a moft miierable condition. Notwithflanding 
the great efforts the nation had made to maintain 
fuch a number of different fquadrons for the pro- 
teClion of commerce, as well as to annoy the enemy, 
the trade fuffered feverely from the French priva- 
teers, which fwarmed in both channels, and made 
prize of many rich veffels. The Marquis of Caer- 
marthen, being ftationed with a fquadron off the 
Scilly iflands, miftook a fleet of merchant ftiips for 
the Breft fleet, and retired with precipitation to 
Milford-Haven. In confequence of this retreat, 
the privateers took a good number of ftiips from 
Barbadocs, and flve from the Eaft- Indies, valued at 
a million fterling. The merchants renewed their 
clamour againft the Commiffioners of the Admiralty, 
who produced their orders and inftruCHons in their 
own defence. The M.irquis of Caermarthen had 
been guilty of flagrant mifconduCl on this occafion ; 
but the chief fource of thofc national calamities was 
the circumftantial intelligence tranfmitted to France 
from time to time, by the malcontents of England ; 
for they were a<ftuated by a fcandalous principle, 
which they ftill retain, namely, that of rejoicing in 
the diftrefs of their country. 

ixxir. 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


466 


BOOK §XXII. King William, after having conferred 
V , with the States of Holland, and the Eledlor of Bran- 
denburgh, who met him at the Hague, embarked 
for England on the nineteenth day of Odlober, 
and arrived in fafety at Margate, from whence 
he proceeded to London, where he was received 
as a conqueror, amidft the rejoicings and acclama- 
tions of the people. On the lame day he fummoned 
a council at Kenfington, in which it was deter- 
mined to convoke a new Parliament. While the 


nation was in good humour, it was fuppofed that 
they would return fuch members only as were well 
afFedled to the government ; whereas the prefent 
Parliament might proceed in its enquiries into cor- 
ruption and other grievances, and be the lefs in- 
fluenced by the Crown, as their dependence was of 
fuch Ihort duration. The Parliament was, therefore, 
dilTolved by proclamation, and a new one fura- 
moned to meet at Weftminfler on the twenty- fecond 
day of November. While the whole nation 
was occupied in the eledlions, William, by the ad- 
vice of his chief confidents, laid his own difpofition 
under reflraint, in another effort to acquire popu- 
larity. He honoured the diverfions of Newmarket 
with his prefence, and there received a compliment 
of congratulation from the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge. Then he vifited the Earls of Sunderland, 
Northampton, and Montagu, at their different 
houfes in the country 5 and proceeded with a fplen- 
did retinue to Lincoln, from whence he repaired to 
Welbeck, a feat belonging to the Duke of New- 
caftle in NottinghamOiire, where he was attended by 
Dr. Sharp, Archbifhop of York, and his clergy. 
He lodged one night with Lord Brooke, at War- 
wick caftle, dined with the Duke of Shrewfbury 
at Eyefort, and, by the way of Woodftock, made a 
folemn. entry into Oxford, having been met at fome 
diftance from the city by the Duke of Ormon'd, as 
Chancellor of the Univerfity, the Vice-Ciiancellor, 
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the doctors in their habits, and the magiftrates tn c H a p, 
their formalities. He proceeded diredlly to the ^ m 
theatre, where he was welcomed in an elegant Latin i^s7 
fpecch : he received from the Chancellor on his 
knees the ufual prcfcnts of a large Englilh Bible, 
and book of Common-Prayer, the cuts of the Uni- 
verfity, and a pair of gold-fringed gloves. The con- 
duits ran with wine, and a magnificent banquet 
was prepared ; but an anonymous letter being found 
in the fireet, importing, that there was a defign to 
poifon his Majefty, William refufed to eat or drink 
in Oxford, and retired immediately to Windfor. 
Notwitliftanding this abrupt departure, which did 
not favour much of magnanimity, the Univerfity 
chofe Sir William Trumbal, Secretary of State, as 
one of their reprefentatives in Parliament. 

§ XXIII. The Whig intereft generally prevailed 
in the eledlions, though many even of that party 
were malcontents j and when the Parliament met, 

Foley was again chofen Speaker of the Commons. 

The King, in his firft fpeech, extolled the valour 
of the Englifh forces ; expi'ofTed his concern at be- 
ing obliged to demand I ich large fupplies from his 
people ; obferved that the funds had proved Very 
deficient, and the civil lift was in a precarious con- 
dition ; recommended to their compaftion the mife- 
rable fituation of the SVench Proteftants ; took no- 
tice of the bad ftate of the coin } delired they 
would form a good bill for the encouragement and 
increafe of feamen ; and contrive laws for the ad- 
vancement of commerce. He mentioned the great 
preparations which the French were making for 
taking the field e.irly : intreated them to ufe dif- 
patch ; exprefled his fatisfadlion at the choice which 
his people had made of their reprefentatives in the 
Houfe of Commons; and exhorted them to pro- 
ceed with temper and unanimity, Though the two 
Houfes prefented addrefies of congratulation to the 
Kin^ upon his late fuccefs, and promilcd to aflift 
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BOOK him in profecuting the war with vigour, the na- 

^ ^ tion loudly exclaimed againft the intolerable bur- 

''7^^ thens and lofles to which they were fuhjedled, by a 
foreign fcheme of politicks, which, like an unfa- 
thomable abyfs, fwallowed up the wealth and blood 
of the kingdom. All the King’s endeavours to 
cover the difgufting fide of his chara<Sier had proved 
inefFedtual; be was ftill dry, referved, and forbid- 
ding : and the malcontents inveighed bitterly againft 
his behaviour to the Princefs Anne of Denmark. 
When the news of Namur’s being reduced arrived 
in England, this lady congratulated liim upon his 
fuccefs in a dutiful letter, to which he would not 
deign to fend a reply, either by writing or meflage ; 
nor had fhe or her hufband been favoured with 
the flighteft mark of regard fince his return to 
England. The members in the Lower tioufe, 
who had adopted oppofing maxims, either from 
principle or refentment, refolved. That the Crown 
fhould purchafe the fupplies with fome concefilpn 
in favour of the people. They therefore brought 
in the fo long contefled bill for regulating trials in 
cafes of high treafon, and mifprifion of treafon; 
and, confidering the critical junaure of affairs, the 
courtiers were afraid of obftrufting fuch a popular 
meafure. The Lords inferred a claufe, enadling, 
That a Peer fhould be tried by the whole peerage ; 
and the Commons, at once aflented to this amend- 
ment. The bill provided. That perfons indidled 
for high-treafon, or mifprifion of treafon, fhould be 
furnifhed with a copy of the indidlment five days 
before the trial } and indulged with council to plead 
in their defence j That no perfon fhould be indidled 
but upon the oaths of two lawful witnefles fwearing 
to overt-a£ls j That in two or more diflindl treafons 
of divers kinds, alledged in one bill of indidlment, 
one witnefs to one, and another witnefs to another, 
fhould not be deemed two witnefles : That no perfon 
fhould be profccuted for any fuch crime, unlefs the 

- indidment 
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indi(5lment be found within three years after the CH 
offence committed, except in cafe of a defign to '' 
attempt to alTaffinate or poifon the King, where this 
limitation fhould not take place : That perfons in- 
di61:ed for treafon, or mifprifion of treafon, Ihould be 
fupplied with copies of the pannel of the jurors, two 
days at lead before the trial, and have procefs to 
compel their witnefles to appear : That no evidence 
Ihould be admitted of any overt-a<ft not exprefsly 
laid in the indidlment : That this adl fhould not ex- 
tend to any impeachment, or other proceeding in 
Parliament; nor to any indidlment for counterfeit- 
ing his Majefly’s coin, bis great feal, privy fcal, 
lign manual, or fignet, 

§ XXIV. This important affair being difculTcd, 
the Commons proceeded to examine the accounts 
and eftimates, and voted above five millions for 
the fervice of the enfuing year. The date of the 
coin was by this time become fuch a national griev- 
ance as could not efcape the attention of Parlia- 
ment. The Lords prepared an addrefs to the 
throne, for a proclamation to put a dop to the cur- 
rency of diminifhed coin ; and to this they defired 
the concurrence of the Commons. The Lower 
Houfe, however, determined to take this affair 
under their own infpedlion. They appointed a 
committee of the whole Houfe, to deliberate on 
the date of the nation with refpe«ft to the currency. 
Great oppodtion was made to a recoinage, which 
was a meafure ftrenuoufly recommended and fup- 
ported by Mr. Montague, who aeded on this occa- 
don by the advice of the great mathematician Sir 
Ifaac Newton. The enemies of this expedient ar- 
gued, that fhould the filver coin be called in, it 
r<fould be impofilble to maintain the war abroad, or 
profecute foreign trade, in as much as the merchant 
could not pay his bills of exchange, nor the foldier 
receive his fubfiftence : that a flop would be put to 
all mutual payment; and this would' produce uni- 
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BO ox verfal confufion and defpair. Such a reformation 

, , could not be efFedlcd without fome danger and 

difficulty; but it was become abfolutely neceflary, 
as the evil daily increafcd, and in a little time mud 
have terminated in national anarchy. After long 
and vehement debates, the majority refolved to 
proceed with all poffible expedition to a new coinage. 
Another queftion arofe, Whether the new coin in 
its different denominations, (Itould retain the ori- 
ginal weight and purity of the old ; or the efta- 
bliftied ftandard be raifed in value ; The famous 
Locke engaged in this difpute againd Mr. Lowndes, 
who propofed that the ftandard ftiould be raifed ; 
the arguments of Mr. Locke were fo convincing, 
that the committee refolved the eliablifhed ftandard 
fhould be preferved with refpedl to weight and fine- 
nefs. They likewife refolved. That the lofs accru- 
ing to the revenue from clipped money, Ihould be 
borne by the publick. In order to prevent a total 
ftagnation, they further refolved, That after an 
appointed day, no clipped money fliould pafs in 
payment, except to the colledors of the revenue 
and taxes, or upon loans or payment into the 
Exchequer: That, after another day to be appointed, 
no clipped money of any fort Ihould pafs in any 
payment whatfoever : and that a third -day fliould 
be fixed for all perfons to bring in their clipped 
money to be re-coined, after which they fliould 
have no allowance upon what they might offer. 
They addrefled the King to iflue a proclamation 
agreeably to thefe refolutions ; and, on the nine- 
teenth day of December, it was publiflicd accord- 
ingly. Such were the fears of the people, aug- 
mented and inflamed by the enemies of the go- 
vernment, that all payment immediately ceafed, 
and a face of diftra<5lion appeared through the 
whole community. The ad vej fades of the bill feized 
this opportunity to aggravate the apprehenfions 
of the publick. They inveighed againft the minillry, 

as 
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as the authors of this national grievance ; theyc HAP. 
levelled their fatirc particularly at Montague ; and 
it required uncommon fortitude and addrefs 
avert the raoft dangerous confequences of popular 
difcontent. The Houfe of Commons agreed to 
the following rcfolutions, That twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds (hould be raifed by a duty on 
gkfs windows, to make up the lofs on the clipped 
money : That the recompenfe for fupplying the 
deficiency of clipped money (hould extend to all 
filver coin, though of a coarfer alloy than the 
(landard : That the collectors and receivers of his 
Majefty’s aids and revenues (hould be enjoined to 
receive all fnch monies ; That a reward of five per 
cent, (hould be given to all fuch perfons as (liould 
bring in either milled or broad undipped money, 
to be applied in exchange of the clipped money 
throughout the kingdom ; That a reward of three- 
pence per ounce (hould be given to all perfons who 
Ihould bring in wrought plate to the mint to be 
coined ; That perfons might pay in their whole next 
year’s land-tax in clipped money, at one conve- 
nient time to be appointed for that purpofe : That 
Coramiflioners (liould be appointed in every county, 
to pay and diftribute the milled and broad undipped 
money, and the new coined money in lieu of that 
which was diminidied. A bill being prepared 
agreeably to thefe determinations, was fent up to 
the Houfe of Lords, who made fome amendments, 
which the Commons rejeCled : but, in order to 
avoid cavils and conferences, they dropped the 
bill, and brought in another without the daufes 
which the Lords had inferted. They were again 
propofed in the Upper Houfe, and bver-ruled by 
the majority ; and, on the twenty-firft day of Ja- 
nuary, the bill received the royal aflent, as did 
another bill, enlarging the time for purchafing 
annuities, and continuing the duties on low 'wines. 

At the fame time, the King pafled the bill of trials 
4 ibr 
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BOOK for 'high-trcafon and an adl to prevent mercenary 

, eledtions. Divers merchants and traders petitioned 
the Houfe of Commons, that the Ioffes in their 
trade and payment^, occafioned by the rife of 
guineas, might be taken into confideration. A bill 
was immediately brought in for taking off the obli- 
gation and encouragement for coining guineas for 
a certain time : and then the Commons proceeded 
to lower the value of this coin : a talk in which they 
met with great oppofition from fome members, 
who alledged that it would foment the popular 
difliurbances. At length, however, the majority 
agreed, that a guinea mould be lowered fiom thirty 
to eight-and-twenty flhllings, and afterwards to (ix- 
ancl-twenty : at length a claufe was inferted in the 
bill for encouraging people to bring plate to the 
mint, fettling the price of a guinea at two-and- 
twenty fliillings, and it naturally funk to its original 
value of twenty Ihillings and fix-pence. Many 
perfons, however, fuppoling that the price of gold 
would be raifed the next feffion, hoarded up their 
guineas ; and, upon the fame fuppofition, encou- 
raged by the malcontents, the new coined filver 
money was referred, to the great detriment of com- 
merce. The King ordered mints to be eredled in 
York, Bridol, Exeter, and Chefter, for the purpofe 
of the re-coinage, which was executed with unex- 
pedled fuccefs ; fo that in Jefs than a year the cur- 
rency of England which had been the word:, became 
the heft coin in Europe. 

§ XXV. At this period the attention of the Com- 
mons was diverted to an objedt of a more private 
nature. The Earl of Portland, who enjoyed the 
greatefl. fhare of the King’s favour, had obtained a 
grant of fotue lordfhips in Derbyfliire. While the 
warrant was depending, the gentlemen of that 
county refolved to oppofe it with all their power. 
In confequence of a petition, they were indulged 
with a hearing by the Lords of the Treafury. Sir 

William 
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William Williams, in the name of* the reft, alleged, 
that the Lordfhips in queftion were the ancient 
demefnes of the Prince of Wales, abfolutely una- 
lienable : that the revenues of thofe Lordftiips fup- 
ported the Government of Wales, in paying the 
judges and other falaries: that the grant was of too 
large an extent for any foreign fubjedt ; and that the 
people of the county were too great to be fubjedl 
to any foreigner. Sundry other fubllantial reafons 
were ufed againfl. the grant, which, notwithflanding 
all their remonftrances, would have pafled through 
the offices, had not the Welfti gentlemen addrefled 
themfelves by petition to the Houfe of Commons. 
Upon this occafion, Mr. Price, a member of the 
Houfe, harangued with great feverity againfl. the 
Dutch in general, and did not even abflain from 
farcafms upon the King’s perfon, title, and govern- 
menr. The obje6iions ftarted by the petitioners 
being duly conlidered, were found fo reafonable, 
that the Commons prefented an addrefs to the King, 
reprefenting, That thofe manours had been ufually 
annexed to th^ principality of Wales, and fettled 
on the Princes of Wales for their fupport: That 
many perfons in thofe parts held their eftates by 
royal tenure, under great and valuable compofitions, 
rents, royal payments, and fervices to me crown 
and Princes of Wales 5 and enjoyed great privileges 
and advantages under fuch tenure. They, therefore, 
befought his Majefty to recal the grant, which was 
in diminution of the honour and intereft of the 
crown ; and prayed, that the faid manours and lands 
might not be alienated without the confent of Parlia- 
ment. This addrefs met with a cold reception 
from the King, who promifed to recal the grant 
which had given fuch offence to the Commons: and 
faid he would find fome other way of (bowing his 
favour to the Earl of Portland. 

§ XXVI. The people in general entertained a 
national averfion to this nobleman: the malcontents 
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BOOK inculcated a notion that he made ufe of his intereft 
and intelligence to injure the trade of England, that 
the commerce of his own country might flourifh 
without competition. To his fuggeflions they im- 
puted the adt and patent in favour of the Scotiifh 
company, which was fuppofed to have been thrown 
in as a bone of contention between the two king- 
doms. The fubjedt was firfL darted in the Houle 
of Lords, who invited the Commons to a confe- 
rence: a committee was appointed to examine into 
the particulars of the adl for ercdling the Scottilh 
company ; and the two Iloufes prefented a joint ad- 
drefs againfl. it, as a fcheme that would prejudice 
all the fubjedls concerned in the wealth and trade of 
the Englifli nation. They reprefented, that, in 
confequence of the exemption from taxes, and other 
advantages granted to the Scottilh company, that 
kingdom would become a free port for all Eaft and 
Well India commodities: that the Scots would be 
enabled to lupply all Europe at a cheaper rate than 
the Englifli could afford to fell their merchandife 
for; therefore, England would lofe the benefit of its 
foreign trade ; befides, they obferved that the Scots 
would fmuggle their commodities into England, to 
the great detriment of his Majefly and his cuftoms. 
To this remonllrance the King replied, That he 
had been ill ferved in Scotland; but that he hoped 
fome remedies would be found to prevent the in- 
comeniences of which they were apprehenlive. In 
all probability he had been impofed upon by the 
minillry of that kingdom ; for, in a little time, he 
dilcardcd the Marquis of Tweedale, and difmifled 
both the Scottilh Secretaries of State, in lieu of 
whom he appointed Lord Murrayj fon to the 
Marquis of Athol. Nolwithflanding the King’s 
anfwer, the committee proceeded on the inquiry, 
and, in confequence of their report, confirming a 
petition from the Eafl-India Company, the Houfe 
rcfolved, That the Diredlors of the Scottilh company 

^ were 
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were guilty of a high crime and mifdemeanourj in chap. 
adminidering and taking an oath di fideli in this , ^ 

kingdom ; and that they fliould be impeached for 
the fame. Meanwhile, Roderick Mackenzie, fromi ® ' 
whom they had received their chief information, 
began to retradl his evidence, and was ordered into 
cuflody ; but he made his efcape,. and could not be 
retaken, although the King, at their requefl, ifJued 
a proclamation for that purpofe. The Scots were 
extremely incenfed againft the King, when they un- 
derftood he had difowned their company, from which 
they had promifed themfelves fucn wealth and ad- 
vantage. The fettlement of Darien was already 
planned, and afterwards put in execution, though it 
raifcarried in the fequel, and had like to have pro- 
duced abundance of mifchief. 

^ XXVII. The complaints of the Englifli mer- 
chants who had fuffered by the war were fo loud at this 
juncture, that the Commons refolved to take their 
cafe into confideraiion. The Houfe refolved itfelf 
into a committee to confider the date of the nation, 
with regard to commerce, an4 having duly weighed 
all circumftances, agreed to the following refolu- 
tions: That a council of Trade fbould be eflablifhed 
by atH: of Parliament, with powers to take meafures 
for the more effedlual prefervation of commerce : 

That the commiffioners fliould be nominated by 
Parliament, but none of them have feats in the 
Houfe ; That they fliould take an oath, acknow- 
ledging the title of King William as rightful and 
lawful: and abjuring the pretenfions of James, or 
any other perfon. The King conlidered thefe refo- 
lutions as an open attack upon his prerogative, and 
fignified his difpleafure to the Earl of Sunderland, 
who patronifed this meafure : but it was fo popular 
in the Houfe, that in all probability it would have 
been put in execution, had not the attention of the 
' Commons' been diverted from it at .this period by 
the detection of a new confpitacy. The friend* of 
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King James had, upon the death of Queen Mafy, 
renewed their pradices for effeding a refloration of 
that monarch, on the fuppofition that the intereft of 
William was confiderably weakened by the dcceafe 
of his confort. Certain individuals, whofe zeal for 
James overfhot their diferetion, formed a defign to 
feize the perfon of King William, and convey him 
to France, or put him to death in cafe of refill ance. 
They had fent emiflaries to the Court of St. Ger- 
main’s, to demand a commiflion for this purpofe, 
which was refufed. The Earl of Aylelbury, Lord 
Montgomery, fon to the Marquis of Powis, Sir 
John Fenwick, Sir John Friend, Captain Charnock, 
Captain Porter, and one Mr. Goodman, were the 
firft contrivers of this projed. Charnock was de- 
tached with a propofal to James, that he Ihould 
procure a body of horfe and foot from France, to 
make a defeent in England, and they would 
engage not only to join him at his landing, but even 
to replace him on the throne of England. Thefe 
offers bebg declined by James, on pretence that 
the French King could not fpare fuch a number of 
troops at that jundlure, the Earl of Aylefbury went 
over in perfon, and was admitted to a conference 
with Louis, in which the fcheme of an invafion was 
a£l:ually concerted. In the beginning of February, 
the Duke of Berwick repaired privately to England, 
where he conferred with the confpirators, allured 
•them that King James was ready to make a defeent 
with a confiderable number of French forces, dif- 
. tributed commifiions, and gave diredlions for pro- 
viding men, arms, and horfes, to join him at his 
arriv^. When he returned to France, he found 
every thing prepared for the expedition. The troops 
were drawn down to the fea-fide: a great number of 
tranfports were affembled at Dunkirk; Monfieur 
Gabaret had advanced as far as Calais with a fqua- 
dron of Ihips, which', when joined by that of Du 
Bart at Dunkirk, was judged a fufficient convoys 
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and James bad come as far as Calais in his way te chap. 
embark. Mean whilcj the Jacobites in England ^ 
were afliduoufly employed in making preparations 
for a revolt. Sir John Friend had very near com- 
pleted a regiment of horfe. Conliderable progrefs 
was made in levying another by Sir William Per- 
kins. Sir John Fenwick had inlifted four troops. 

Colonel Tempeft had undertaken for one regiment 
of dragoons: Colonel Parker was preferred to the 
command of another: Mr. Curzon was coramif- 
fioned for a third ; and the malcontents intended to 
raife a fourth in Suffolk, where their interefl chiefly 
prevailed. 

§ xxvnr. While one part of the Jacobites pro- 
ceeded againft William in the ufual way of exciting 
an infurredlion, another, confining of the moft def- 
perate confpirators, had formed a fcheme of aflaflina- 
tion. Sir George Barclay, a native of Scotland, 
who had ferved as an officer in the army of James, a 
man of undaunted courage, a furious bigot in the 
religion of Rome, yet clofe, circumfpedl:, and de- 
termined, was landed, with other officers, in Rom- 
ney-marih, by one Captain Gill, about the begin- 
ning of January, and is faid to have undertaken the 
talk of feizing or aflaffinating King William. He 
imparted his elefign to Harrifon, alias Johnfton a 
>rieft, Charnoqk, Porter, and Sir William Perkins, 
jy whom it was approved ; and he pretended to 
'lave a particular commiffion for this fcrvice. After 
various confultations, they refolved to attack the 
King on his return from Richmond, where he com- 
monly hunted on Saturdays ; and the feene of their 
intended ambufeade was a lane between Brentford 
and Turnham-Green. As it would be neceflary to 
charge and difperfe the guards that attended the 
coach, they agreed that their number Ihould be 
increafed to forty horlemen, and each confpira,tor 
began to -engage proper perfons for the enterprife* 

When their complement was full, they determined 

to 
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BOOK to execute their purpofe on the fifteenth day of 

^•February. They concerted the manner in which 
iCgs^ they fhould meet in fraall parties w'ithout fufpicion, 
and waited with impatience for the hour of action. 
In this interval, fome of the underling adlors, feized 
with horrour at the reflexion of what they had un- 
dertaken, or captivated with the profpedl of reward, 
refolved to prevent the execution of the defign by 
a timely difeovery. On the eleventh day of February 
one Fifher informed the Earl of Portland of the 
fcheme, and named fome of the confpirators 5 but 
his account was imperfedl. On the thirteenth, how- 
ever, he returned with a circumftantial detail of all 
the particulars. Next day, the Earl was accofted 
by one Pendergrafs, and Irifh officer, who told his 
Lordfliip he had juft come from Hampfhire, at the 
requeft of a particular friend, and underftood that 
he had been called up to town with a view of engag- 
ing him in a defign to aflaffinate King William. 
He faid, he had promifed to embark in the under- 
taking, though he detefted it in his own mind, and 
took this firft opportunity of revealing the fecret, 
which was of fuch conlequence to his Majefty’s 
life. He owned himfelf a Roman catholick, but 
declared, that he did not think any religion could 
juftify fuch a treacherous purpofe. At the fame 
time he obferved, that as he lay under obligations 
to fome of the confpirators, his honour and grati- 
tude would not permit him toaccufe them byname ; 
and that he would upon no confideration appear as 
an evidence. The King had been fo much ufed to 
fidlitious plots, and falfe difeoveries, that he paid 
little regard to the information, until they were 
confirmed by the teftimony of another confpirator 
called La Rue, a Frenchman, who communicated 
the fame particulars to Brigadier Levifon, without 
knowing the leaft cirqumftance of the other difeo- 
veries. Then the King believed there was fome- 
thiog real in the confpiracy } and Pendergrafs and 

La 
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La Rue were feverally examined in his prefence. 
He thanked Pendergrafs in particular for this in- 
ftance of his probity; but obferved, that it muft 
prove inefFedtualj unlefs he would difeover the 
names of the confpirators ; for, without knowing 
who they were, he Ihould not be able to fecure his 
life againft their attempts. At length Pendergrafs 
was prevailed upon to give a lift of thofe he knew, 
yet not before the King had folemnly promifed that 
he fhould not be ufed as an evidence againft them, 
except with his own confent. As the King did not 
go to Richmond on the day appointed, the confpi- 
rators poftponed the execution of their defign till 
the Saturday following. They accordingly met at 
different houfes on the Friday, when every man 
received his inilrudlions. There they argeed, that 
after the perpetration of the parricide, they Ihould 
ride in a body as far as Hammerfmitb, and then 
difperfing, enter London by different avenues. But, 
on the morning, when they underftood that the 
guards were returned to their quarters, and the 
King’s coaches fent back to the Mews, they were 
feized with a Hidden damp, on the fufpicion that 
their plot was difeovered. Sir George Barclay with- 
drew himfelf, and every one began to think of pro- 
viding for his own fafety. Next night, however, a 
great number of them were apprehended, and then 
the whole difeovery was communicated to the Privy 
Council. A proclamation was iffued againft thofe 
that abfeonded ; and great diligence was ufed to find 
Sir George Barclay, who wasfuppofed to have a par- 
ticular commiffion from James tor aflaffinating the 
Prince of Orange ; but he made good his retreat, 
and it was never proved tliat any I'uch coinmiflion 
had been granted. 

^ XXIX. This defign and the projedled invafion 
proved equally abortive. James had fcarce reached 
Calais, when the Duke of Wirteraberg difpatched 
his aid-de-camp from Flanders to King William, 

with 
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BOOK with an account of the purpofed defcent. Exprcllei 
with the fame tidings arrived from the Elcftor of 
Bavaria and the Prince de Vaudemont. Two con- 
fiderable fquadrons being ready for fea. Admiral Ruf- 
fel embarked at Spithcad, and Rood over to the 
French coaft with about fifty fail of the line. The 
. enemy were confounded at his appearance, and hauled 
in their vefiels under the fhore, in fuch lhallow water 
that he could not follow and dcftroy them : but he 
abfolutely ruined their defign, by cooping them up 
in their harbours. King James, after having tarried 
fome weeks at Calais, returned to St. Germain’s, 
The forces were fent back to the garrifons from 
which they had been drafted : the people of France 
exclaimed, that the malignant Rar which ruled the 
deftiny of James had blafted this, and every other 
projedl formed for his reftoration. By means of the 
reward offered in the proclamation, the greater part 
of the confpirators were betrayed or taken. George 
Harris, who had been fent from France, with orders 
to obey Sir George Barclay, furrendered himfelf to 
> Sir William Trumball, and confeffed the fcheme of 
alfafEnation in which he had been engaged. Porter 
and Pendergrafs were apprehended together. This 
laft infifted upon the King’s promife, that he fliould 
not be compelled to give evidence ; but, when Porter 
owned himmlf guilty, the other obferved, he was no 
longer bound to be lilent, as his friend had made a 
confeffion; and they were both admitted as evidences 
for the crown. 

§ XXX. After their examination, the King, in a 
fpcech to both Houfes, communicated the nature of 
the confpiracy again ft his life, as well as the advices 
he had received touching the invafion : he explained 
the Reps he had taken to defeat the double defign, 
and profeRed his confidence in their readinefs and 
zeal to concur with him in every thing that fliould 
appear neceflary for their common fafety. That 
fame evening the two Houfes waited upon him at 

»« KenRngton, 



WILLIAM. 


281 

Kenlington, in a body, with an affedionate addrefs, chap 
by which they exprefled their abhorrence of the vil- 
lainous and barbarous defign which had been formed 'ToysT* 
againtt his facred perfon, of which they befought 
him to take more than ordinary care. They afTured 
him they would to their utmoft defend his life, and 
fupport his government againft the late King James, 
and all other enemies 5 and declared, that, in cafe his 
Majelly fhould come to a violent death, they would 
revenge it upon his adverfaries and their adherents. 

He was extremely well pleafed with this warm ad- 
drefs, and allured them, in his turn, he would take 
all opportunities of recommending himfelf to the 
continuance of their loyalty and affedtion. The 
Commons forthwith empowered him, by bill, to 
fecure all perfons fufpedled of copfpiring againft his 
perfon and government. They brought in another, 
providing, That, in cafe of his Majeiiy’s death, the 
Parliament then in being Ihould continue until dif- 
folved by the next heir in fucceflion to the crown, 
eftablifhed by adl of Parliament : That if his Maje'fty 
lliould chance to die between two Parliaments, that 
which had been laft dilTolved Ihould immediately rc- 
aftemble, and lit for the difpatch of national affairs. 

They voted an addrefs, to delire. That his Majefty 
would banilh by Proclamation, all Papifts to the 
dillance of ten miles from the cities of London and 
Weftminfter ; and give inftrudHons to the Judges 
going on the circuits, to put the laws in execution 
againft Roman Catholicks and Nonjurors. They 
drew up an alibciation, binding themfelves to aliift 
each other in fupport of the King and his govern- 
ment, and to revenge any violence that fliould be 
committed on his perfon. This was figned by all 
the members then prefent: but, as fome had abfented 
themfelves on frivolous pretences, the Houfe or- 
dered, That in lixteen days the abfentees fhould 
either fiibfcribe or declare their refufal. 'Several 
members negledling to comply with this injuadbon 
^ within 
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book within the limited time, the Speaker was ordered to 
I* ^ write to thofe who were in the country, and demind 
a peremptory anfwer ; and the Clerk of the Houfe 
attended fuch as pretended to be ill in town. The 
abfentees, finding themfelves prefied in this manner, 
thought proper to fail with the fiream, and fign the 
afiTociation, which was prefented to the King by the 
Commons in a body, with a requefl. that it might 
be lodged among the records in the Tower, as a per- 
petual memorial of their loyalty and affedlion. The 
King received them with uncommon complacency ; 
declared, that he heartily entered into the fame auo-t 
ciation ; that he ftiould be always ready to venture 
his life with his good fubjedls, againfl all who Ihould 
endeavour to fubvert the religion, laws, and liber- 
ties of England ; and he promifed that this, and all 
other aflibciations, ■fliould be lodged among the re- 
cords of the Tower of London. Next day the Com-* 
mons refolved, That whoever fiiould alErm an aflb- 
ciation was illegal fliould be deemed a promoter of 
the defigns of the late King James, and an enemy to 
the laws and liberties of the kingdom. The Lords 
followed the example of the Lower Houfe in draw- 
ing up an aflbeiation : but the Earl of Nottingham, 
Sir Edward Seymour, and Mr. Finch, obje<5led to 
the words Righful and Lawful, as applied to his 
Majcfty. They faid, as the crown and its preroga- 
tives were vefted in him, they would yield obedience, 
though they could not acknowledge him as their 
rightful and lawful King, Nothing could be more 
abfurd than this difiin<Slion, Rarted by men who had 
aflually conftituted part of the adminiftration ; un- 
lefs they fuppofed that the right of King William 
expired with Queen Mary. The Earl of Rochefter 
propofed an expedient in favour of fuch tender con- 
Iciences, by altering the words that gave offence; 
and this was adopted accordingly. Fifteen of the 
Peers, and ninety-two Commoners figned the aflb- 
7 cvaiion 
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elation with reludiance. It was, however, fubferibed CHAP, 
by all forts of people in different parts of the king- ^ V- ^ 
dom ; and the Bifhops drew up a form for the 
Clergy, which was figned by a great majority. TheBumet. 
Commons brought in a bill, declaring all men 
capable of publick trull, or of fitting in Parliament, Tindai. 
who would not engage in this aflbeiation. At the^^ji’^- . 
fame time, the Council ifllted an order for renewing the Admi- 
all the commillions in England, that thofe who badr-iB* 
not figned it voluntarily Ihould be difmifled from the 
fervice as difaftecled perfons. 

§ XXXI. After thefe warm demonllrations of 
loyalty, the Commons proceeded upon ways and 
means for railing the fupplies. A new bank was 
conflituted as a fund, upon which the lum of two 
millions five hundred and iixty four thoufand pounds 
Ihould be raifed ; and it was called the Land Bank, 
becaufe ellablilhed on land fecurities. This fcheme,An. i6gfi. 
faid to have been projeded by the famous Dr. Cham- 
berlain, was patronifed by the Earl of Sunderland, 
and managed by Foley and Harley : fo that it feemed 
to be a Tory plan, which Sunderland fupported, in 
order to reconcile himlelf to that party *. The Bank 
of England petitioned againil this bill, and were 

heard 

* The Commons resolved, That a fiind^ redeemable by Parliament 
bo settled ifi a national land to be raised by subscriptions ; > 

That no persons be concerned iu both banks at the same time ; Tliat 
the dulks upon coal, culm, and tonna.*§c of ithips, be taken off, from 
tlie heventeenlli day of March; Tlut tlie sum of two millions fiv(> 
hundred and Hlxty-foiir thousand pounds be raised on this pei^tual 
fund, redeemable by Parliament; That the new bank should be re- 
strained from lending money but upon land securities, or to tlie Go- 
vernment in the Exchequer ; 'That for making up the fund of interest, 
for the capital stock, certain duties upon glass wares, stone and 
earthen bottles, graiited b(‘fore u> the King for a term of years, be 
cotiduned to his Alajcbty, his heirs, and successors ; Tliat a furth^ 
duty be laid upon stone and eiirthen ware, and another upon tobacco- 
pipes» This Uank was to lend out five hundred thousand pounds a 
year upon knd-sccurities, at thvee pounds ten shillings per cent- per 
annum, and to cease and determine, unl^s the subaenption should be 
full, by the first of August next ensuing. 

The most remarkiible laws enacted in this session were thi^j An 
act for voiding all tlie elections of Parliainenl-men, at which the 
^ elected 
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BOOK beard by their counfel : but their reprefentations pro- 
L duced no efFedt, and the bill having pafled through 
both Houfes, received the royal aflent. On the 
twenty-feventh day of April the King clofed the 
feffion with a Ihoit but gracious fpeech : and the 
Parliament was prorogued to the lixteenth day of 
June, 

^ XXXII. Before this period fome of the confpi- 
rators had been brought to trial. The firft who 
fufFered was Robert Charnock, one of the two fel- 
lows of Magdalen-college, who, in the reign of 
James, had renounced the Proteftant religion : the 
next were Lieutenant King, and Thomas Keys, which 
laft had been formerly a trumpeter, but of late fer- 
vant to Captain Porter. They were found guilty of 
high-treafon, and executed at Tyburn. They deli- 
vered papers to the Sherift*, in which they folemnly 
declared, that they had never feen or heard of any 
commiffion from King James for aflaffinating the 
Prince of Orange : Charnock, in particular, ob- 
ferved, that he had received frequent afllirances of 
the King’s having rejedled fuch propofals when they 
had been offered ; and that there was no other com-* 
million but that for levying war in the ufual form» 


dected had been at any espencc in meat, drink, or money, to procure 
votes. Another against unlawful and double returns. A third, for 
the more easy recovery of small tithes. A fourth, to prevent mar- 
riages, without license or banns, A^ fifth, for enabling the inhabi- 
tants of Wales to dispose of all their personal estates as they should 
think fit j Tiiib law was in bar of a custom that had prevailed in that 
country; The widows and younger children claimea a share of the 
effects, called their Heasonable part, although the effects had been 
otherwise disposed of by will or deed. The Parliament likewise 
passed an act, for preventing the exportation of wool, and encou- 
raging the importation thereof from Ireland. An act for encou- 
raging the linen manufactures of Ireland. An act for regulating 
Jnries, An act for encouraging the Greenland trade. An act of 
indulgence to the Quakers, that their solemn affirmation should he 
accepted insteail of an oath. And an act for continuing certain other 
that were near expiring. Another bill had passed for the better 
regulating elections for members of Parliament j hut the royal assent 
was denied. The question was put in the House of Commons, That 
whosoever advised liis Majesty not to give his assent to that bill was 
ma enemy to liis country ^ but it was r^ected by a great majority, 

4 t. Sir 
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Sir John Friend and Sir William Perkins were tried c H A P, 
in April. The firft, from mean beginnings, had ^ J 
acquired great wealth and credit, and always firmly ‘ 

adhered to the interefts of King James. The other 
was likewife a man of fortune, violently attached to 
the fame principles, though he had taken the oaths 
to the prefent government, as one of the fix clerks 
in Chancery. Porter, and Blair another evidence, 
depofed, that Sir John Friend had been concerned 
in levying men under acommilfion from King James; 
and that he knew of the afiaffi nation plot, though 
not engaged in it as a perfonal adtor. He endea- 
voured to invalidate the teftimony of Blair, by 
proving him guilty of the moft thocking ingratitude. 

He obferved, that both the evidences were reputed 
Papifts. The Curate of tiackney, who officiated 
as chaplain in the prifoneris houle, declared upon 
oath that after the Revolution he ufed to pray for 
King William, and that, he had often heard Sir John 
Friend fay, that though he could not comply with 
the prefent government, he would live peaceably 
under it, and never engage in any confpiracy. Mr. 
Hoadly, father of the prefent Bifhop of Winchefter, 
added, that the prifoner was a good Proteftant, and 
frequently expreffed his deteftation of King-ldlling 
principles. Friend himfelf owned he had been with 
tome of the confpirators at a meeting in Leadenhall- 
ftreet, but heard nothing of raifing men, or any de- 
fign againft the government. He likwife affirmed, 
that a confultation to levy war was not treafon ; and 
that his being at a treafonable confult could amount 
to no more than a mifprifion of treafon. Lord 
Chief Juftice Holt declared, that although a bare 
confpiracy, or defign to levy war, was not treafon 
within the flatute of Edward III. yet, if the defign 
or confpiracy be to kill, or depofe, or imprifon the 
King, by the means of levying war, then the con- 
fultation and confpiracy to levy war becomes htgh- 
treafon, though no war be actually levied. The fame 

inference 
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BOOK inference might have been drawn againft the authors 
I* and inftruments of the Revolution. The Judge’s 
explanation influenced the Jury, who, after fome 
deliberation, found the pnfoncr guilty. Next day Sir 
William Perkins was brought to the bar, and upon 
the teftimon}'- of Porter, Ewebankj his own groom, 
and Haywood, a notorious informer, was convidled 
of having been concerned not only in the invafion, 
but alfo in the defign againft the King’s life. The 
evidence was fcanty, and the prifoner having been 
bred to the law, made an artful and vigorous de- 
fence : but the Judge adfed as counfel for the Crown; 
and the Jury decided by the hints they received from 
the Bench. He and Sir John Friend underwent the 
fentence of death, and fuftered at Tyburn on the 
third day of April. Friend protefted before God, 
that he knew of no immediate defeent piirpofed by 
King James, and therefore had made no prepara- 
tions : that he was utterly ignorant of the aflaflina- 
tion fcheme : that he died in the communion of the 
Church of England, and laid down his life cheer- 
fully in the caufc for which he fuffered. Perkins 
declared, upon the word of a dying man, that the 
tenour of the King’s commiflion, which he faw, was 
general, diredled to all his loving fubjedis, to raife 
and levy war againft the Prince of Orange and his 
adherents, and to feize all forts, caflles, &c. but 
that he neither faw nor heard of any commiflion par- 
ticularly levelled againft the perfon of the Prince of 
Orange. He owned, however, that he was privy 
to the defign : but believed it was known to few or 
none but the immediate undertakeis. Tbefe two 
criminals were in their laft moments attended by 
Collier, Snatt, and Cook, three nonjuring clergy- 
men, who abfolved them in the view of the popu- 
lace with an impofition of hands : a publick infult 
on the government, which did not pafs unnoticed. 
Thofe three clergymen were prefented by the Grand 
Jury, for having countenanced the treafon by ab- 

p. folving 
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folving the traitors, and thereby encouraged other chap, 
perfons to difturb the peace of the kingdom. An ^ 
indidlment being preferred againft them, Cook and 
Snatt were committed to Newgate ; but Collier ab- 
fconded, and publithed a vindication of their con- 
dutfl, in which he affirmed, that the impofition of 
hands was the general pradlice of the primitive 
church. On the other hand, the two metropolitans, 
and twelve other bifhops lubferibed a declaration, 
condemning the adminiftration of abfolution without 
a previous confeffion made, and abhorrence exprefied, 
by the prifoners, of the heinous crimes for which 
they fuffered. 

In the courfe of the fame month, Rookwood, 
Cranborne, and Lowick, were tried as confpirators, 
by a fpecial commiffion, in the King’s-Bench ; and 
conviAed on the joint teffimony of Porter, Harris, 

La Rue, Bertram, Pifher, and Pcnclergrafs. Some 
favourable circumftances appeared in the cafe of 
Lowick, The proof of his having been concerned 
in the defign againft the King’s life was very defec- 
tive ; many perfons of reputation declared he was an 
honeft, good-natured, inoffenftve man: and he 
himfelf concluded his defence with the moft folemn 
proteftation of his own innocence. Great intercef- 
fion was made for his pardon by fome noblemen : 
but all their intereft proved ineffedlual. Cranborne 
died in a tranfport of indignation, leaving a paper 
which the government thought proper to fupprefs, 

Lowick and Rookwood likewife delivered declara- 
tions to the Sheriff, the contents of which, as being 
lefs inflammatory, were allowed to be publifl»cd. 

Both folemnly denied any knowledge of a commif- 
lion from King Janies, to aftiifllnatc the Prince of 
Orange ; the one affirming, that lie was incapable 
of granting fuch an order ; and the other afteiting 
that he, the heft of Kings, had often rcje<fted pro- 
pofals of that nature. Lowick ownetT that he would 
have joined the King at his landing : but declared, 
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BOOK he had, never been concerned in any bloody affair 
^ !• ^ during the whole conrfe of his life. On the con- 
trary, he faid, he had endeavoured to prevent blood- 
fhed as much as lay in his power ; and that he would 
not kill the mod raiferable creature in the World, 
even though fuch an adl would fave his life, rellore 
his Sovereign, and make him one of the greateft 
men in England. Rookwood alleged, he was en- 
gaged by his immediate commander, whom he 
thought it was his duty to obey, though the fervice 
was much againft his judgment and inclination. 
He profeffed his abhorrance of treachery even to an 
enemy. He forgave all mankind, even the Prince 
of Orange, who as a foldier, he faid, ought to have 
' confidered his cafe before he ligned his death-war- 
rant : he prayed God would open his eyes, and len- 
der him fenfible of the blood that was from all parts 
crying againft him, fo as he might avert a heavier 
execution than that which he now ordered to be in- 
flidled. The next perfon brought to trial, was Mr. 

. Cooke, fon of Sir Miles Cooke, one of the fix 
' clerks in Chancery. Porter and Goodman depofed, 
that he had been prefent at two meetings at the 
King’s-head tavern in Lcadenhall-ftreet, with the 
Lords Aylefbury and Montgomery, Sir William 
Perkins, Sir John Fenwick, Sir John Friend, 
Charnock, and Porter. The evidence of Goodman 
was invalidated by the teftimony of the landlord and 
two drawers belonging to the tavern, who fwore that 
Goodman was not there while the noblemen were 
prefent. The prifoner himfclf folemnly protefled, 
that he was ever averfe to the introdudlion of foreign 
forces } that he did not fo much as hear of the in- 
tended invafion, until it became the common topick 
of converfation ; and that he had never feen Good- 
man at the King’s-head, tie declared his inten- 
tion of receiving the blefled facrament, and wifhed 
he might perifti in the inftant, if he now fpoke un- 
truth. No refpe(51; was paid to thefe afleverations. 

The 
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The SollcUor-General Hawlcsj and T.ord Chief- chap. 
Juflicc I'rcby, treated him with great feterity in the , 
profecution and charge to the Jury, by wl.o . he was 
capitally convidlecl. After his condemnation the 
Court- Agents, tampered with liim to make fuuher 
difcoteiies; and alter Ills fate had been protradted 
by divers fhort rtpiieses, he was knt into banifh- 
ment hVom die whole tenour of thele difeoveries 
and proceedings, it appears that James had aflually 
meditated an in\ alien : that his paitifans in En^Jand - 
had made prepara ions for joining him on his aiiival ; 
that a few defpeiadoes of that fadlion had con- 
certed a Ichcmc againll the hie ol King William; 
that in prolecuiiiig the confiiirators, the court had 
countenanced informers; that the judges had flrained 
the law, wrefied circumftances, and even deviated 
fiom the fiindtion of their office, to convidt the pri- 
foners ; in a word, that the adminiftration had ufed 
the lame arbitral y and unfair pradliccij againll thofe 
unhappy peojile, which they thenilelves had in the '' 
late itigns numbered among the giievances of the 
kingdom. 

^ XXXIII. The warmth, how'ever, manifefted 
on this occalion may have been owing to national 
refentment- of the purpofec] invafion. Certain it is, 
the two Hoitfes of Parliament, and the people in 
geheral, were animated with extraordinary indigna- 
tion againll France at this Jundlure. The Lords 
befouglit his Majcfty, in a loltmn adclreF, to ap- 
point a day of thankfgiving to Almighty God, for 
having defeated the barbarous purpofe of his ene- 
mies ; and this was oblcrved with uncommon zeal 
and devotion. Admiral Ruflel, leaving a fquaclron 
for obfervation on the Freq^cli coall, rctiirnecl to the 
Downs ; but Sir Cloudclly Shovel, being properly 
prepared for the e«ptdition, fubjedtetl Calais to an- 
other bombardment, fiy which the town was fet on 
fire in different parts, and the inhabitants were over- 
whelmed with conlternation. The Generals of the 

vox, I, U allied 
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BOOK allied army in Flandcr'^ refolved to make feme itn- 

. ■f', mediate retaliation upon the I'^jench for ihcir un- 

manly defign upon the life of King William, as they 
took it for gianted that Louis was acccfliiry to the 
fcheme of aflliflination. That nionarcl), on the fup- 
pofition that a powerful diverfion would be made by 
the defeent on England, had ef abliflicd a vaft ma- 
gazine at Givcl, defigning, when the allies fhould 
be enfeebled by the ab fence of the BritiOi troops, to 
flrike fame flroke of importance early in the cam- 
paign. On this the confederates now determined to 
wieak their vengeance. In the beginning of March 
the Earl of Athlone and Monlieur dc Coehorn, with 
the concurrence of the Duke of Holflein-Ploen, who 
commanded the allies, fent a firong detachment of 
horfc, drafted from Bruflcls and the neighbouring 
garrifons, to amufe the enemy on the lidc of Char- 
kroy ; while they afTembled forty fquadrons, thirty 
battalions, with fifteen pieces of cannon, and fix 
mortars, in the territory of Namur. Athlone with 
pait of this body inxefled Dinant, while Coehorn, 
with the remainder, advanced to Givet. He forth- 
with began to batter and bombard the place, which 
in three hours was on fire, and by four in the after- 
noon wholly deftroyed, w'th the great magazine it 
conuined. Then the two Generals joining their 
forces, returned to Namur without interruption. 
Hitherto the liepublick of Venice had deferred ac- 
knowledging King William; but now they fent an 
extraordinary embfifiy for that purpofe, confifting 
of Signiors Soranzo and Venier, who arrived in 
London, and on the firfl: day of May had a publick 
audience. The King, on this occafion, knighted 
Soranzo as the fenior ambjjfiador, and prefenled him 
with the fword, according to cullom. On that day, 
too, William declared in council, that he had ap- 
pointed the fmie regency which had governed the 
kingdom during hi*, lall abfcnce ; and embarking 
on the feventh at Margate, arrived at Orange-Polder 
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in the evening, under convoy of Vice-Admiral Ayl-CIIAP. 
mcr. This otHccr had been ordered fo attend t\ith > , 

a Iqnadron, as the famous Du Bart ftill continued at iCtJoT 
Dunkirk, and fome attempt of importance was ap- 
prehended from his enterprifing genius *. 

^ XXXIV. The French had taken the field be- 
fore the allied army could be afiemblecl ; but no 
tranfailion of confequence dirtinguiUied this cam- 
paign, either upon the Rhine or in F'lanciers. 1 he 
ichemeof Louis was fiill defenfive on the fide of the 
Netherlands, while the adlive plans of King William 
were defeated for want of money. All the funds for 
this year proved defedlive : the Land-Bank failed, 
and the National-Bank lutlainecl a rude Ihock in iis 
credit. The lofs of the nation upon the recoinage 
amou'ited to two millions, two hundred thoul’and 
pounds ; and though the different mints tvere em- 
plo 5 red without interruption, they could not for fome 
months fup[)ly the circulation, efpccially as great 
part of the new money was kept up by thofe who 
received it in pa\m.nt, or difpofed of it at an unrea- 
fonable advantage. The French King, having ex- 
hauued the wealth and patience of Ids fuhjcdt'^, and 
greatly diminifhed their number in the courfe of this' 
war, began to be diffident of his arms, and employed 
all the arts of private negociaiion. While bis miniffer 
D’Avaux pre-fled the King of Sweden to oiler 
his mediation, he fent Gallieres to Holland, with 
propofals for fettling the preliminaries of a treaty. 

He took it f<*r granted, that as the Dutch were a 
trading people, whofe commerce had greatly Luf- 
fered in the war, they could not be averl’e to a paci- 
fication ; and he inftmdkd his emiffaries to tamper 

* Sowc promotions were maJc before the Kiuc; left EnelatvL 
George Huuiiton, third sou of ilie Duke of that naiiie, was, for hia 
Uiiluary smices in Jiekuul and I'Linders, cruit^d Eii\\ of Orkney. 

Sir John Lowthcr wa^cnnobkdhy the tide of Batoii Lowther, and 
Vincount Lofisdalp ; Sir John ^J’hiruipson made Dirou of Ihntr'ih.un, 
and rhe celebrated Jolm Locke uppoiuted one of tiicCouujLibsicuusrs 
of Trade and Plantation. 

V 2 with 
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BO OK with tbe malconfents of the Republick, erpecialty 

, with the remains of the Louviflciii fidiii'n, which 
had alw'aj’s oppofed the fehemes of the Stadtholcler. 
Callieres met with a favouiable reception fiom the 
States, which began to treat witli him ahour the 
preliminaries, though not without the confent and 
concutrcnce oi King William and the red of the 
Allies. Louis, with a view to quicken the effedl of 
this ncgociaiion, puifued oflenfive mcafuies in Cata- 
lonia, where his General the Duke de Vendome 
attacked and worfled the Spaniards in their camp 
jiear Oflalrick, though the a<Siion was not decifive; 
for that General was obliged to retreat, after having 
made vigorous cUbrls againft tiieir entrenchments. 
On the twentieth day of June, Maiefchal de Lorges 
paflld the Rhine at 1 Uilipil.urgh, and encamped 
within a league of Lppingen, where the Impeiial 
troops were obliged to cntieiicli t/iem/eh'es, under 
the command of the Piince of Bailcn, as they were 
not yet joined by the auxiliary fortes. The French. 
General, after having faced him about a month, 
thought proper to repals the river. 'I hen he detached 
a body of hoife to Flandeis, and cantoned the reft 
cf his troops at Spiles, Frantkendahl, Worms, 
and Oflofen, On the lall day of Augufl the Prince 
Oi Baden retaliated ihcinfult, by paffing the Rhine 
at Mentz and Cocflieim. On the tenth he was 
joined by Gencial Thungen, w'ho commanded a fe- 
paratc body, together with the militia of Suabia and 
Jj'raucoiiia, and advanced to the camp of the enemy, 
who had rc-alleinblecl : but they were polled in fuch 
a manner, that he would not hazard an attack. Hav- 
ing therefore cannonaded them for fome days, 
/court d the adjacent cQLintrj' by detached parties, and 
taken the little caiile of Wiezengen, he repafled the 
river at Worms, on thefeventh day of 0£lober: the 
Flench likewife ctoffed at Philipfburgh, in hopes of 
lurprifing General I'hungen, who had taken poll in 
the neighbourhood of Strafbtirgh: but he retired to 

... Eppingen 
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both armies were diilributed in winter*quaiters ^ ^ 
peter, the Czar of Mufcovy, carried on the ficge of 
Azoph with fuch vigour, that the girriTon wts oliliged 
to capitulate, after the Ruffians had defeated a great 
convoy fent to its relief. The Court of Vienna forth- 
with engaged in an alliance with the Miifcovite Em- 
peror; but they did not exert themfclves in taking 
advantage of the difader which the Turks liad un- 
dergone. The Imperial armj% commanded by the 
ElciSior of Saxony, continued inat^live on the river 
Marofeh till the nineteenth day of July, then they 
made a feint of att.ickin2 Temifwacr; but they 
marched towards Betzkerch, in their rouic to Bel- 
grade, on receiving advice that the Grand Signor 
intended to befiege Titul. On the twenty-firll clay 
of Auguft the two armies were in fight of each other. 

The Turkilh horfe attacked the Imperialifts in a 
plain near the river Begue ; but were repulfed. The 
Germans next day made a fliow of retreating, in 
hopes of drawing the enemy from their entrench- 
ments. Tlie flratagem fucceeded. On the twenty- 
iixth, the Turkifh army was in motion. A detach- 
ment of the Imperialifts attacked them in flank, as 
they marched through a wood. A very clefperate 
adlion enfued, in which the Generals Heufler, and 
Poland, with many other gallant officers, loft their 
lives. At length, the Ottoman horfe were routed : 
but the Germans were fo roughly handled, that on 
the fecond day after the engagement they retreated 
at midnight, and the Turks remained quiet in their 
entrenchments. 

^ XXXV. In Piedmont the fice of affairs under- 
went a ftrange alteration. The Duke of Savoy, 
who had for lome time been engaged in a fecret nc- 
gociation with France, at length embiated the offers 
of that Crown, and privately ligned a feparate Treaty 
of Peace at Loretto, to which place he repaired on a 
pretended pilgrimage. The French King engaged 
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BOOK to prcfent him with four millions of livtes, by way of 
rcpaiMtion for the damage he had fuftaincd ; to a'ffifl; 

'“■^SacT lihii with a certain number of auxiliaries againfl all 
his enemies; and to ettccl a marriage between the 
Dube of Burgundy and the Princel’s of Piedmont, as 
foon as the parties ihould be marriageable. The treaty 
was guaranfied by the Pope and the Venetians, who 
were carcnicly defiro'is of feeing the Germans dri- 
ven out of Italy. King William being apprifed of 
this negocittion, communicated the intelligence to 
the Earl of Galuay, his ambaflaclnr at I’urin, who' 
cxpoftiilated with the Duke upon this defed-tion: but 
he perlthed in denying any I'uch correfpondence. un- 
til the advance of the French army enabled him to 
avow it, without fearing the refentrrent of the allies 
whom he had abandoned. Catinat marched into the 
plains of Turin, at the head of fifty thoufancl men; 
an army greatly fuperior to that of the confederares. 
Then the Duke imparted to the minillers of the 
allies the propofals which France had made; repre- 
fent' cl the fuperior ftrength of her arm) ; the danger 
to which he was expofed; and finclly his inclination 
to embrace her ofl’ers. On the iwclltli of July a 
truce wa'S concluded for a month, and afterw-ards 
prolonged til! the fifteenth of Septeniber. He w'rote 
to all the powers engaged in the confederacy, ex- 
cept King V/illiam, expatiating on the lame topicks, 
and foliciting their confenf. 'J hough each in par- 
ticular refufed to concur, he on the tw-enty third 
day of ^uplift figned the treaty in publick, which he 
htd before co.icliuled in private. The Emperor 
was no fooner inloimedof his defign, than he took 
every 11 ep which he thought could chvett him from 
bis piirpole.- He fent the Count Mansfelt to Turinj, 
with piopofais fora match between the King of the 
Kontans ami the Princefs ofSatoy, as well as with 
offers to anofnint his forces and his fubluly ; but the 
Duke had already Icttled his terms wirh France, from 
which he v\ouItl not recede. Prince Eugene, though 



his kinfman, exprefled great indignalion at his con- 
dudi. I'he young Prince dc Commercy was fo pro- 
voked at his defedlion, that ho challenged him to 
fingle combat, atjd the Duke accepted of his chal- 
lenge: but the quarrel was conipromifed by the in- 
tervention of friends, and they parted in an amicable 
manner. He had concealed the treaty until he 
fliould receive the remaining part of the fubfidies due 
to him from' the Confederates, A confiderable fum 
had been remitted from England to Genoa for his 
ufe: hut Lord Galway no looner received intima- 
tion of his new engagement, than he put a flop ro 
the payment of this money, whicli he employed in 
the Milanefe, for the fubfiftence of thofe troops that 
were in the Britifh fervice. King William was en- 
camped at Gemblours when the Duke’s envoy noti- 
fied the feparate peace which his mifter had con- 
cluded with the King of France. Though lie was 
extremely chagrined at the information, he difiem- 
bleJ his anger, and lillened to the uiinifter without 
the lead emotion. One of the conditions of this 
treaty was, That within a limited time the allies 
iliould evacuate the Duke’s dorriinions, otherwife 
they fhould be expelled by the joint forces of France 
and Savoy, A neutrality was ofiered to the Confe- 
derates ; and this being rejeited, the contracting 
pQvvers rcfolved to attack the Milanefe. Accord- 
ingly, when the truce expired, the Duke, as^Gene- 
raliifimo of the French King, entered that duchy, 
anti undertook the ficge of Valentia : fo that, in one 
campaign, he commanded two contending armies. 
The garrilon of Valentia, confiliing of feven thou- 
fand men, Germans, Spaniards, pnd French Pro- 
teftants, made an obftinate defence ? and the Duke 
of Savoy profecuted the fiege with uncom non im- 
petuofify. But, after the trenches had been opened 
for thirteen days, a courier arrived from M.\drid, 
with an account of his Cathollck JMajelly’s having 
agreed to the neutrality for Italy. The agree n<‘nt 
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B 0 O K imported , That there fhould be a fufpenfion of 
arms until a general peace could be efleefted; and, 
That the Impeiial and French troops (lioukl return 
to their refpedive countries. Chrillenclom had -well 
nigh bee i embroiled anew by the death of John 
Sobielki King of Poland, who died at the age of 
feventy, in the courle of this fummer, after having 
funivecl his faculties and repurarion. As the crown 
war ele6li\e, a competition arofe for the fuccellion. 

’ The kingdom was divvied by fadfions; and the dif- 
ferent powers of Europe interefled themfelves 
warmly in the contention 

^ KX.XVI. Nothing of confequence had been 
lately atchieved by the naval force of England. When 
the con' piracy was (irft difeovered, Sir &orge Kooke 
had received ' orders to return from Cadiz; and he 
arrived in the latter end of April. While he took 
his place at the board of Admiralty, Lord Berkeley 
fucceeiled to the command of the fleet ; and in the 
month of June fet fail towards Ufhant in order to 
infult the coall: of France. He pillaged and burned 
the villages on the iflantls Grouais, Houat, and 
Heydic •, made prize of about twenty veftels ; bom- 
barded St. Martin’s on the ifle of Rhe, and the town 
of Olonne which was fer on fire in fifteen different 
places with the (hells and carcafles. Though thefe 
appear to have been enterprifes of fmall import, they 
certainly kept the whole coafl of France in perpetual 
alaim. The mini [fry of that kingdom were fo much 
afraid of invufion, that between Breft and Goulet 
they ordered above one hun 'red batteries to be 
er ^ed, and above fi tty thoufand men were continual- 
ly m arms for the defence of the itiaritime places. In 
the month of May, Rear-Admiral Benbow failed 
with a fmall Iquatlron, in order to block up Du Bart 
. in the harbour of Dunkirk: but that famous adven- 
turer found means to cfcape in a fog, and fleering 
to the eaftward, attacked the Dutch fleet in the 
Baltick, under a convoy of five frigates, Thefe 
' .. laft 



WILLIAM. 


m ; 

laft be took, together with b.itf the tmmber of the CHAP. ’ 
trafling ihips: but, fdling in with the ' 

bound ileet, convoyed by thiiteen (Inps <.f the line, 
he was obliged to burn lour (jf the tiig.ucs!, turn the' 
fifth adrift, and partwitli all his prizes, except fifteen, 
which be carried into Dunkirk. 


§ XXXVII The Parliament of Scotland met (.n 
the eighth day of September; and Li'td Murray, 
Secretary of State, now harl of Tullibardine. prelided 
as King’s Commiilioner. Though that kingdom 
was exi.aufted by the war, a.id two fucceflivc bad 
harvefts, which had driven a great number of the 
inhabitants info Ireland, there was no oppofition to 
the Court meafurcs. The members of 1 arliament 


ligned an affociation like ihir of England, They 
granted a fufiply of one luinflred and twenty thon- 
fancl poundi for m.iintaining their forces by lea and 
land. They paff d an adt tor lecuring their religion, 
lives, and properties, in cafe his Majefly fliould 
come to an untimely death. Ey another, they oblige d 
all perfons in public k truft to fign the aflociation ; and 
then the Parliament was adjourned to the eighth day 
of December. The difturbances of Ireland Icemed 
now to 'be entirely appealed. Lord Capel dying in 
May, the council, by virtue of an act palled in the 
reign of Henry VIII. eledled the Chancellor, Sir 
Charles Porter, to be Lord Juftke and Chi. f Governor 
of that kingdom, until bis Majelly’s ^leafure Ihould 
be known. Tlie Parliament met in June : the 
Commons expelled Mr. Sandcrlbn, the only mem- 
ber of that Houfc who liad refufed to fign the 
aflbciation ; and adjourned to the fomth day of 
Auguft, By that time Sir CLarles Porter, and 
the Earls of MontratU and Drogheda, were ap- 
pointed Lords JulVices, and fignitied the King’s 
pleafure that they fhould adjourn. In the l>e- 
ginning of December the Chancellor died of an 


apoplexy. 
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BOOK ^ XXXVITI. King Willum being tired of an in- 
L a«9ive campaign, left the army under the command 
of ihc Ekttor of Bavaria, and aljout the latter end 
of Auguft lepaired to his palace at Loo, where he 
cnjoypJ his favourite fxeicife of flag-hunting, lie 
vifited the Court of Braridcn hurgh at Cleves; con., 
fened with the States of Holland at the Hague; 
and, embarking for England, landed at Margate 
on the fixth day of Odlober. The domcflic k coco- 
nomy of the nan Jn was extremely perplexed at this 
junflure, from the finking of pubhek credit, and 
the flagnation that necefPari’y attended a rccoinage. 
Thcfe giicv’ances were with difiiculty removed by 
the clear apprehenfion, the enterpriling genius, the 
tinfhaken rortitude of Mr. Montagu, Chancellor of 
the E^-v.Iu4aci, operating itpon a nadonal fpiiit of 
adventure, which the monied inicrefl had produced. 
The King opened the feflion of Parliament on the 
iwen icih day of Odlober, wuh a fpcecli, import- 
ing. Thai overturts had been made for a nego- 
ciation: but that the befl way of treating with France 
wo'il.l be fword in hand. He, theielbre, defirtd 
they would be expeditious in ra.fing the fupplies for 
the fervice of the enfuing year, as well as for 
making goctd the funds already granted. He de- 
clared that the civil lifl could not be fupported 
without their afliftance. He recommended the 
niifcrable condition of the French Proteftants to 
their compafiion. He detired they would contrive 
the beft expedients for the recovery of the national 
credit. He obferved, that unanimity and difpatch 
were now more than ever necellary for the honour, 
fafety, and advantage of England. The Commons 
having taken this fpcech into confidcration, re- 
folvcd. That they would fupport his Majefiy and his 
government, and aflifl; him in the prolecution of the 
war; That the flandaid of gold and filver fhould 
not be altered : and, That they would make good 
all Parliamentary funds. Then they prefented an 

„ addreft. 
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atldrefs, in a very fpiritecl flrain, declaring, that on a p. 
notwithftanding the blood and trcafure of vvhicli V. 
the nation had been drained, the Commons of 
England would not be diverted from their firm refo- 
lufions of obtaining by a war a fafe and honourable 
peace. They, therefore, renewed their afliivanccs, 
that they would fuppovt his Majefty againll all his 
enemies at home and abroad. The Bioufe of Lords 
delivered another to tlie fame purpofe, dcchiring, 
that they would never be w-anting or backward, on 
their parts, in what might be necefiliry to his 
Majefiy’s honour, the good of his kingdoms, and 
the quiet of Chriiicndom, The Commons, in the 
firft tranfports of their zeal, ordered two fetlirious 
pamphlets to be burnc'l by the hands of the common 
hangman. They deliberated upon the efiimates, 
and granted above fix millions for tlic fervice of the 
enfuing year. They refolved that a fupply fliould 
be granted for making good the defieiency of Par- 
liamentary funds; and appropriated feveral duties for 
this purpofe. 

§ XXXIX. With refpcdl to the coin, they 
brought in a bill, repealing an aci for taking oft' the 
obligation and encouragement of coining guineat 
for a certain time, and for importing and cijining 
guineas and half guineas, as the extiavagant price 
of thofe coins, wliich occafioned this adl, was now 
fallen. They palled a fecond bill for remedying 
the ill ftate of the coin ; and a third, explaining aa 
in tire preceding fellion, for laying duties on low 
wines and fpirits of the firll extradiion. In order to 
raife the fupplies of the year, they refolved to tax all 
perfons according to the true value of their real and 
perfonal eliatcs, their liock upon land and in trade, 
their income by otficcs, penfions, and profcflions. 

A duty of one penny per week, for one j'ear, was 
kid upon all perlons not receiving alms, A further 
impolkion of one farthing in the pound |)er week 
y'as fixed upon all fervan^s receiving four pounds 

per 
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BOOK per annum, as wages, and upwards, to eight pounds 
!• a year inclufive. Thofe who received from eight 
to fixteen pounds were taxed at one halfpenny per 
pound. An aid of three fhilliiigs in the pound for 
one year was laid upon all lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, according to their true value. With* 
out fpe, Ifying the particulars of ihofe impoiitions, 
we fhall only obfetve, that in the gcnenal charge, 
the Commons did not exempt one member of the 
commonwealth that could be fuppofed able to bear 
any part; of the burthen. Provifion was made, that 
hammered money fliould be received in payment of 
thefe duties, at the rate of five fliilUngs and eight* 
pence per ounce. All the deficiencies on annuities 
and monies borrowed on the credit of the Exchequer 
were transferred to this aid. The Treafury was 
enabled to borrow a million and an half at eight 
per cent, and to circulate Exchequer-bills to the 
amount of as much more. To cancel thefe debts, 
the furplus of all the fupplies, except the three- 
ftiilling aid, was appropriated. The Commons voted 
one hundred and twenty-five iboufand pounds for 
making good the deficiency in recoining the ham* 
mered money, and the recompence for bringing in 
plate to the Mint. This fum was railed by a tax or 
duty upon wrought plate, paper, paflcboard, vellum, 
and parchment, made or imported. Taking into 
confideration the fervices, and the prefent languifh- 
ing Hate of the Bank, whofe notes were at twenty 
per cent, difeount, they refolved, That it Ihould 
be enlarged by new fubferiptions, made by four- 
fifths in tallies ftruck. on Parliamentary funds, and 
one-fifth in Bank-bills . or notes: Ihat elFedlual 
provifion Ihould be made by Parliament for paying 
the principal of all fuch tallies, as llrould be fub* 
feribed into the Bank, out of the' funds agreed to 
be continued ; That an interefl of eight per cent, 
Ihould be allowed on all fuch tallies; and, That the 
^mntinuance of the Bank fiiould be prolonged to the 

fil'd 
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firftday of Auguft, in the year one thoufand, fevcn CHAP, 
hundred and ten. That all alTignmcnts of orders 
on tallies fubfcribed into the Bank, fljould be re- 
giflered in the Exchequer; That, before the day 
Ihould be fixed for the beginning of the new fub- 
fcriptions, the old fiioukl be made one hundred per 
cent, and what might exceed that value fliould be 
divided among the oM members: nial all the 
intereft due on thofe tallies which might be fub- 
Icribed into the Bank dock, at that time appointed 
for fubferiptions, to the end of the lafl: pieceding 
quarter on each tally, fliould be allowed as prin- 
cipal; That liberty fliould be given by Parliament 
to enlarge the number of Bank-bills, to the value 
of the llivn that fhould be fo fubfcribed, over and 
above the twelve hundred thoufand pounds ; pro- 
vided they fhould be obliged to anfwer fuch bills 
on demand: and in default thereof, be anfwered 
by the Exchequer out of the firfi: money due to 
them; That no other Bank fliould be eredted or 
allowed by adl of Parliament, during the continu- 
ance of the Bank of England ; That this fliould be 
exempted from all tax or impofition : That no 
a6l of the corporation Ihould forfeit the particular 
intereft of any perfon concerned therein ; That pro- 
vifion fhould be made to pre\*ent the officers of the 
Exchequer, and all other officers and receivers of 
the revenue, from diverting, delaying, or obftruiT- 
ing the courfe of payments to the Bank ; That care 
fhould be taken to prevent the altering, counter- 
feiting, or forging any Bank-bills or notes ; That 
the eftate and intereft of each member in tlie ftock 
of the corporation Ihould be made a peribnal eftate ; 

That no contrail maile for any Bank-llock to be 
bought or fold fliould be valid in law or equity, 
unlefs aflually regifiered in the Bank-books within 
feven days, and acUially transferred within fourteen 
days after 'the contradl fliould be made, A bill 
upon thefe relblutions was brought in, under the 
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n oo K (lireAion of the Chancdlof of the Exchequer; it 
t , rcljited to the continuation of tonnage arui poundage 
1(^6. upon wine, vinegar, and tobacco; and compre- 
hended a claufe for laying an additional duty upon 
fait, for two years and three quarters. All the feveral 
branches conflituted a general fund, lince known 
by the name of the General Mortgage, without pre~ 
judice to their former appropriations. The bill alfo 
provided. That the tallies ftiould bear eight per 
cent, intereft: That from the tenth of June for live 
years they Ihould bear no more than lix per cent, 
interell: and, That no premium or difeount upon 
them fhould be taken. In cafe of the general fund’s 
proving infutbeient to pay the whole intcred, it was 
provided, That every j^roprictor (hould receive liis 
proportion of the produ6l, and the deficiency be 
made good from the next aid : but Ihould the fund 
produce more than the interell, the furplus was def- 
tined to operate as a finking fund for the difeharge 
of the principal. In order to make up a deficiency 
of above eight hundred thoufand pounds, occalioned 
by the failure of the Land-Bank, additional duties 
were laid upon leather: the time was enlarged for 
perfons to come in and purchafe the annuities pay- 
able by feveral former adls, and to obtain more 
certain interefi in fuch annuities. 

^ XL. Never were more vigorous meafures 
taken to fupport the credit of the government ; and 
never was the government ferved by fuch a let of 
enterpriftng undertakers. The Commons haring 
received a mefiage from the King, touching {he 
condition of the civil lift, refolved, That a fum 
not exceeding five hundred and fifteen thoufand 
pounds Ihould be granted for the fupport of the 
civil lift for the enfuing year, to be raifed by a 
malt-tax, and additional duties upon mum,, fwcets, 
cyder and perry. They hkewife refolved, I'hat 
an additional aid'uf one IhiUing in the pound fhould 
be laid upon land, as an equivalent for the duty of 
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ten per cent, upon mived goorh. Proviiion wascii^p, 
made forraifiiig one million lour Imnd td thoufand 
pounds by a ]otte^}^ I'he Treafury was empowered 
to ili'ue an additional number of Exchequer-bills, to 
the amount of twelve hundred thoufand pounds, 
every hundred pounds bearing intereft at the rate of 
five-pence a day, and ten per cent for circulation: 
finally, in order to liq'iidate the tranfport-debt, 
which the funds eftabVdhccl for that purpofe had not 
been fufficient to defray, a money-bill was brought 
in, to oblige pedlars and hawkers to take out licenfes, 
and pay I'or them at certain dated prices. One 
cannot without aftonlthment rcfledl upon the pro- 
digious efforts that weic made upon this occafion, 
or confider without indignation the enormous for- 
tunes that were raifed up by ufurers and extortioners 
from the diftrefles of their country. The nation 
did not feem to know its own ftrength, until it was 
put to this extraordinary trial ; and the experiment 
of mortgaging funds fucceeded fo well, that later 
minifters have proceeded in the fame fyftem, impo- 
fing burthen upon burthen, as if they thought the 
finews of the nation could never be overflrained. 

^ XLI. The publick credit being thus boUlered 
up hy the Angular addrefs of Mr. Montagu, and 
the bills paflcci for the fupplies of the enfuing year, 
the attention of the Commons was transferred to 
the c.ifc of Sir John Fenwick, who had been appre- 
hended in the month of June at New Romney, in 
his way to Trance. He had, tvhen taken, written 
a letter to his lady by one Webber, who accom- 
panied him ; but this man being feized, the letter 
was found,, containing fuch a confeliion as plainly 
evinced him guilty. He then entered into a trejity 
with ihc Court for turning evidence, and delivered a 
long information in writing, which was fent abroad 
to his Majclly. He made no difeoveries that could 
injure any of the Jacobites, who, by his account, 
and other coiicurring teflimonies, appeared to be 
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BOOK divider! into two parties, known by tl\c fiames of 

^ j Compounders and Noncompounders. The firfl", 
headed by the Earl of Midilieton, indfled upon re- 
ceiving fecurity from King James, that the religion 
and liberties of England ihouldbe preferved; where- 
as, the other party, at the head of which was the ICarl 
of Melfort, refoUed to bring him in without condi- 
tions, relying upon liis own honour and genercifiry. 
King William having fent ot'tT an order for bringing 
Fenwick to trial, unlefs he fhould make more ma- 
terial difeoveries, the prifoner, with a view to amufe 
the miniflry, until he could take other meafiires for 
his own fafety, accufed the Earls of fahrewjtbury, 
Marlborough, and Bath, the Lord Godolphin, and 
Admiral huflcl, of having made their peace with 
icing Jumc'', and engaged to aft for his interefl. 
Mean while lus’ljdy and relations tampered with the 
two wittuB’es, Torter ami Goodman. The hrfi of 
thefe dilcQvcrecl tlu'fe pra(!dices to the gou-rnment; 
and one Claurey, whoadli.'d a;- ngent lor Lady Fen- 
wick, wastridl, convicSltd of lubornation, fined, and 
fet in the pillory ; but they had fucceeded better in 
their attempts upon Goodman, who difappearecl ; fo 
that one witncls only remained, and Fenwick began 
to think hts life was out of danger. Admiral Kuflel 
sicquaintcil flic Houfe of Commons, that he and fe- 
veral perfons of quality had been refiedlecl upon in 
fome informanoiis of Sir John Fenwick; be there- 
fore delired, that he might have an opportunity to 
juflify hts own charadler. Mr. Secretary Trumball 
produced the papers, which having been read, the 
Commons ordered, That ,Sir John Fenwii k fhould 
be brought to the bar of the Houfe. There he was 
exhorted by the Speaker to make an ample difeo- 
Tery, which, however, he declined, except with the 
provifo that he fhould firft receive fome fecurity that 
what he might fay fhould not prejudice himfelf. He 
was ordered to withdraw, until they fhould have 
deliberated on his requeft. Then he was called in 
' ■ - again 
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again, iind the Speaker told him, he might deferve CITAP. 
the favour of the Houfe, by making a full difcovery. ^ ^ 

He deliredhe might be indulged with a little time to 
recolle<S himfelf, and promifed to obey the command 
of the Houfe. This favour being denied, he again 
infilled upon having fecurity ; which they refufing to 
grant, he chofe to be filent, and was difmified from 
the bar. The Houfe voted, That his informations, 
refle<Sling upon the fidelity of feveral noblemen, mem- 
bers of the Houfe, and others, upon hearfay, were 
falfe and fcandalous, contrived to undermine the Go- 
vernment, and create jealoufies between the King and 
Ills fubjefts, in order to flifle the confpiracy. 

§ XLII. A motion being made, for' leave to 
bring in a bill to attaint him of high treafon, a 
warm debate enfued, and the queflion being put, 
was carried in the affirmative by a great majority. 

He was furnillied with a copy of the bill, and allowed 
the ufe of pen, ink, paper, and counfel. When he 
prefented a petition, praying that his counfel might 
be heard againft pafling the bill, they made an order, 
that his counfel Ihould be allowed to make his de- 
fence at the bar of the Houfe: fo that he was fur- 
prifed into an irregular trial, inftead of being in- 
dulged with an opportunity of offering objedlions to ■ 
their palfing the bill of attainder. He was accord- 
ingly brought to #ie bar of the Houfe; and the 
bill being read in his hearing, the Speaker called 
upon the King’s counfel to open the evidence. The 
Prifoners counfel objedled to their proceeding to 
trial, alleging, that their Client had not received 
the leaft notice of their purpofe, and therefore could 
not be prepared for his defence ; but that they came 
to offer their 1 cafons againft the bill. The Houfe, 
after a long debate, refolved, That he fliould be al- 
lowed further time to produce uritnefles in his de- 
fflnC^ i'tjiat the counfel for the King fiiould likewife 
be allojv^d to produce evidence to prove the trea- 
fons'ojf' which he Hood indidted ; and an order was 
VOL, I. X made 
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BOOK made for his being brought to the bar again in three 
days. In purfuance of this order he appeared, when 
the indidlnaent which had been found againft him by 
the Grand Jury was produced 4 and Porter was exa- 
mined as an evidence. Then the record of Clancey’s 
conviction was read ; and one Roe teftified, that 
Dightooj the prifoner’s folicitor, had offered him an 
annuity of one hundred pounds, to diferedit the tef- 
timony of Goodman. The King’s counfcl moved, 
that Goodman’s examination, as taken by Mr. Ver- 
non, clerk of the Council, might be read. Sir J. 
Powis and Sir Bartholomew Shower, • the prifonefs 
counfel, warmly oppofed this propoful: they af- 
firmed, that a depolition taken when tlie party af- 
feCled by it was not prefent to crofs- examine the 
depofer, could not be admitted in a cafe of five 
lliillings value: that though the Houfe was not bound 
by the rules of inferior Courts, it was neverthelefs 
bound by the eternal and unalterable rules of juftice: 
that no evidence, according to the rules of law, 
could be admitted in fuch a cafe, but that of living 
■witnefles ; and that the examination of a perfon who 
is abfent was never read to fupply his teftimony# 
The difpute between the lawj'crs on this fubjeCl gave 
rife to a very violent debate among the Members of 
the Houfe, Sir Edward Seymour, Sir Richard 
Temple, Mr. Harley, Mr. Haftourt, Mr. Manly, 
Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave, and all the leaders of the 
Tory-party, argued againft the hardfhip and injuf* 
tice of admitting this information as an evidence. 
They demonftrated, that it would be a ftep contrary 
to the practice of all Courts of Judicature, repugnant 
to. the common notions of juftice and humanity, 
diametrically oppofite to the laft aCt for regulating 
trials in cafes of high treafon, and of dangerous con- 
fequences to the lives and liberties of the people- 
On the otlier band, Lord Cutts, Sir Thomas Lyt- 
tletpn^ Mr. Montagu, Mr, Smith of the Treafury, 
and Trevor, the Attorney-General, affirmed, that tbs 
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Houfe was not bound by any form of law vvhatfo- c 
ever: that this was an extraordinary cafe, in which 
the fafery of the Government was deeply concerned; 
that though the common law might require two evi- 
dences in cafes of Treafon, the Houfe had a power 
of deviating from thofe rules in extraordinary cafes ; 
that there was no reafon to doubt of Sir John Fen- 
wick’s being concerned in the confpiracy : that he or 
his friends had tampered with Porter; and that there 
were flrong prefumptions to believe the fame prac- 
tices had induced Goodman to abfeond. In a word, 
the Tories, either from party or patriotifm, ftrenu- 
oufly aflerted the caufe of liberty and humanity, by 
thofe very arguments which had been ufed againft 
them in the former reigns; while the Whigs, with 
equal violence and more lliccefs, efpoufed the dictates 
of arbitrary power and oppreffion, in the face of their 
former principles, with which they were now up- 
braided. At length, the queflion was put, Whether 
or not the information of Goodman fhould be read > 
and was carried in the affirmative by a majority of 
feventy-three voices. Then two of the Grand Jury 
who bad found the indidlment, recited the evidence 
which had been given to them by Porter and Good- 
man ; laflly, the King’s counfel infifted upon pro- 
ducing the record of Cooke’s convidlion, as he had 
been tried for the fame confpiracy. The prifoner’s 
counfel objedlecl, That, if fuch evidence was admit- 
ted, the trial of one perfon in the fame company 
would be the trial of all ; and it could not be ex- 
pected that they who came to defend Sir John Fen- 
wick only, flioiild be prepared to anfwer the charge 
againft Cooke, This .article produced another vehe- 
ment debate among the members ; and the Whigs 
obtained a fecond vidlory. The record was re.ad, 
and the King’s counfel proceeded to call forae of 
the Jury who ferved on Cooke’s trial, to affirm that 
he had been convi61cd on Goodman’s evidence. Sir 
Bartholomeiv Shower faid, he would fubmit it to the 

X Ci confideration 



306 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


BOOK confidcration' of the Houfc, whether it was juft that 
^ . ihe evidence againft one perfon fhould conclude 

againft another flanding at a different bar, in defence 
of his life f The parties were again ordered to with- 
draw; and from this point arofe a third debate, 
which ended, as the two former, to the difadvantage 
of the prifoner. The Jury being examined, Mr. Ser- 
jeant Gould moved, that Mr. Vernon might be de- 
lired to produce the intercepted letter from Sir John 
Fenwick to his lady. The prifoner’s counfel warmly 
oppofed this motion, infifting upon their proving 
it to be his hand-writing before it could be ufed 
againll him ; anrl no further ftrefs was laid on this 
evidence. When they were called upon to enter on 
his defence, they pleaded incapacity to deliver mat- 
ters of fuch importance after they had been fatigued 
rvith twelve hours attendance. 

§ XLIII. The Houfe refolved to hear fuch evi- 
dence as the prifoner had to produce that night. His 
counfel declared, that they had nothing then to pro- 
duce but the copy of a record ; and the fecond re- 
folution was, that he fhould be brought up again 
next day at noon. He accordingly appeared at the 
bar, and Sir J. Powis proceeded on his defence. 
He obferved, that the bill under confideration af- 
fedled the lives of the fubjcdls; and fuch precedents 
were dangerous ; that Sir John Fenwick was forth- 
coming, in order to be tried by the ordinary methods 
of juftice : that he was aiftually under procefs, had 
pleaded, and was ready to ftand trial : that if there 
-was fufficient clear evidence againft him, as the 
King’s Serjeant had declared, there was no reafon 
for his being deprived of the benefit of fuch a trial 
as was the birthright of every Britifh fubjeift ; and 
if there was a deficiency of legal evidence, he thought 
this was a very odd reafon for the bill. He took 
notice that even the regicides had the benefit of 
fuch a trial : that the laft adt for regulating trials in 
cafes of p-eafon proved the great tendernefs of the 
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laws which affedted the life of the fubje£l: and he(CHAP 
expreflTed his furprifc that the very Parliament wliich 
had paired that law, lliould enaA another for putting 
a perfon to death without any trial at all. He ad- ' 
mitted that there had been many bills of attainder, 
but they were generally levelled at outlaws and fugi- 
tives ; and feme of them had been reverfed in the 
lequel, as arbitrary and unjuft. He urged, that this 
bill of attainder did not allege or fay, that Sir John 
Fenwick was guilty of the treafon for which he had 
been indidled ; a circumftance which prevented hinii 
from producing witnefles to that and feveral mat- 
ters upon which the King’s counfel had expatiated. 

He faid, they had introduced evidence to prove cir- 
cumftances not alleged in the bill, and defedlive 
evidence of thofe that were ; that Porter was not exa- 
mined upon oath : that nothing could be more fevere 
than to pafs fentence of death upon a man, corrupt 
his blood, and confifeate his eftate, upon parole evi- 
dence 5 efpecially of fuch a wretch, who, by his own 
confeflion, had been engaged in a crime of the 
blackeft nature, not a convert to the dictates of con- 
fcience, but a coward, Ihrinking from the danger 
by which he had been environed, and even now 
drudging for a pardon. He invalidated the evi- 
dence of Goodman’s examination. He obferved, 
that the indidlment mentioned a confpiracy to call 
in a foreign power: but, as this confpiracy had not 
been put in pradlice, fuch an agreement v/as not a 
fufficient overt-adl of treafon, according to the opi- 
nion of Hawles, the Solicitor- General, concerned 
in this very profecution. So faying, he produced 
a book of remarks, which that lawyer bad publilhed 
on the cafes of Lord Ruflcl, 'Colonel Sidney, -and 
others, who had fuflpered death in the reign of 
Charles II. This author (faid he) takes ^ notice, 
that a confpiracy or agreement to levy war, is not 
treafon without adlually levying war ; a fentiment 
on which he concurred with Lord Coke, and Lord 

Chief 
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'book Chief Juflice Hales. He concluded with faying, 

1 “ We know at prefent on what ground we ftand ; 

“ hy the ftatute of Edward III. we know what trea- 
“ fon is; by the two ftatutes of Edward VI. and 
“ the late a£t, we know what is proof; by the 
Magna Charta we know we are to be tried ^er 
** legem terra ft? per judicium pai him, by the law of 
** the land and the judgment of our peers ; but, if 
“ bills of attainder come into fafhion, we fhall 
“ neither know what is treafon, what is evidence, 
nor how, nor where we are to be tried,” — He 
was feconded by Sir Bartholomew Shower, who 
fpoke with equal energy and elocution; and their 
arguments were anfwered by the King’s counfel. 
The argument in favour of the bill imported, that 
the Parliament would not interpofe, except in ex- 
traordinary cafes; that here the evidence neceflary 
in inferior Courts being defe<£live, the Parliament, 
which was not tied down by legal evidence, had a 
right to exert their extraordinary power in punifh- 
ing an oflender, who would otherwife efcape with 
, impunity : that as the law flood, he was but a forry 

; politician that could not ruin the Government, and 

yet elude the ftatute of treafon ; that if a plot, after 
being difeovered, fhould not be thoroughly profe- 
cuted, it would ftrengthen and grow upon the ad- 
miniftration, and probably at length fubvert the 
Government : that it was notorious that parties were 
forming for King James ; perfons were plotting in 
every part of the kingdom, and an open invafion 
was threatened; therefore, this was a proper time 
for the Parliament to exert their extraordinary 
power : that the Englifh differed from all other 
nations, in bringing the witnefles and the prifoner 
face to face, and requiring two witneftes in cafes of 
treafon: nor did the Englifh law itfelf require the 
fame proof in fome cafes, as in others; for one wit- 
nefs was fufficient in felony, as well as for the trea- 
fon of coining ; that Fenwick was notorioufly guilty?’’ 
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and deferved to feel the rcfcntment of the nation: CHAP, 
that he would have been brought to exemplary ^ 
punifhinent in the ordinary courfe of jufticc, had he 
not eluded it, by corrupting evidence, and with^ 
drawing a witnefs. If this reafoning be juft, the 
Houfe of Commons has a right to aft in diametrical 
oppofition to the laws in being ; and is veiled with 
a defpotick power over the lives and, fortunes of 
their conflituents, for whofe proteftion they are con- 
ftituted. Let us, therefore, refleft upon the poift-' 
bility of a Parliament debauched by the arts of cor- 
ruption, into fervilc compliance with the defigns of 
an arbitrary Prince, and tremble for the confequence. 

The debate being ftnifhed, the Prifoncr was, at the 
deiire of Admiral Rullel, queftioned with regard to 
the imputations he had fixed upon that gentleman 
and others, from bearfay : but he defired to be ex- 
cufed on account of the rifque he ran while under a 
double profecution, if any thing which fliould efcape 
him might be turned to his prejudice. 

§ XLIV. After he was removed from the bar, 

Mr. Vernon, at the deiire of the Houfe, recapitu- 
lated the arts and prafticcs of Sir John Fenwick 
and his friends, to procraftinatc the trial. The bill 
was read a fecond time ; and the Speaker afleing, If 
the queftion fhould be put for its being committed ? 
the Houfe was immediately kindled into a new flame 
of contention. Hawles, the Solicitor-General, af- 
firmed, that the Houfe in the prefent cafe Ihould 
aft both as judge and jury. Mr, tlarcourt faid, he 
knew no trial for treafon but what was confirmed by 
Magna Charta^ by a jury, the birthright and darling 
privilege of an Englifliman, hgitm ierrj-^ which 
includes impeachments in Parliament : that it was a, 
ftrange trial where the pcvfon accufed had a chance 
to be hanged, but none to be faved : that he never 
heard of a jurym in who was not on his oath, nor of 
a judge who had not power to examine witnelfos 
oath, .aud who was not empowered to favc the 
■4 innocent 
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'BOOK innocent as well as to condemn the guilty. Sir 
, Thomas Lyttleton was of opinion, that the Par- 
liament ought not to Hand upon little niceties and 
forms of other Courts, when the government was at 
Hake. Mr. Howe aflcrtcd, that to do a thing of 
this nature, bccaufe the Parliament had power to do 
it, was a ftrange way of rcafoning : that what was 
jufticc and equity at Weftminfter-hall, was juftice 
and equity every where : that one bad precedent in 
Parliament was of worfe confequence tnan an hun- 
dred in WellminHer-hall, becaufe perfonal or private 
I injuries did not fbreclofe the claims of original 

right ; whereas the Parliament could ruin the nation 
beyond redemption, becaufe it could eflablifti ty- 
ranny by law. Sir Richard Temple, in arguing 
againft the bill, obferved, that the power of Par- 
liament is to make any law, but the jurifdidtion of 
Parliament is to govern itfelf by the law : to make 
'a law, therefore, againft all the laws of England, 
was the ultimum remedium fij? pejjimumy never to be 
ufed but in cafe of abfolute necelHty. He alRrmed, 
that by this precedent the Houfe overthrew all the 
laws o? England ; firft in condemning a man upon 
one witflcfs ; fecondly, in palling an adl without any 
trial. The Commons never did nor can aflame a 
jurifdidlion of trying any perfon ; they may, for their 
own information, hear what can be offered ; but if 
is not a trial where witnefles are not upon oath. All 
bills of attainder have palled againft perfons that were 
dead or fled, or without the compafs of the law ; 
fome have been brought in after trials in Weftmin- 
fter-hall ; but none of thofe have been called trials, 
and they were generally reverfed. He denied that 
the Parliament had power to declare any thing 
treafon which was not treafon before. When inferior 
Courts were dubious, the cafe might be brought 
before the Parliament, to judge whether it was treafon 
or felony ; but then they muft judge by the laws in 
being 5 :|nd this judgment was not in the Parliay 

xiient 
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ment by bill, but only In ihc Iloufe of Lordi. Lord C H A ]>. 
Digby, Mr. Harley, and Colonel Granville, fpoke 
to the fame purpole. But their arguments and re- 
mondrances had no effedl: upon the majority, by 
whom the prifoner was devoted to defirudlion. The 
bill was committed, paffed, and fent up to the 
Iloufe of Lords, where it produced the longed and 
warmed debates which had been known lince the 
Ilelloration. Bifliop Burnet lignalized his zeal for 
the government, by a long fpeech in favour of the 
bill, contradidling fome of the fundamental maxims 
which he had formerly avowed in behalf of the liber- 
ties of the people. ' At length it was carried by a 
majority of feven voices ; and one-and-forty lords, 
including eight prelates, entered a protefl, couched 
in the ftronged terms, agaialt the decifion. 

§ XLV, When the bill received the Royal aflent, 
another act of the like nature patted againfl Barclaj', 
Holmes, and nine other confpirators who had fled 
from juft ice, in cafe they fliould not furrender them- 
felves on or before the twenty-fifth day of March 
next enfuing. Sir John Fenwick foHcited the medi- 
ation of the Lords in his behalf, while his friends 
implored the Royal mercy. The Peers gave him to 
underftand, that the fuccefs of his fuit would depend 
upon the ftilnefs of his difeoveries. He would have 
previoufly flipulated for a pardon 5 and they infilled 
upon his depending on their favour. He hefitated 
fome time between the fears of infamy and the ter- 
rors of death, which laft he at length, cbofe to un- 
dergo, rather than incur the difgraceful charadler of 
an informer. He was complimented with the axe, in 
conficleration of his rank and alliance w'ith the houfc 
of Howard, and ftiflered on Tower-hill with great 
compofure. In the paper which he delivered to the 
Slieriflf, he took God to witnefs, that he knew not 
of the intended invafion, until it was the common 
liibjei*^ of difeourfe ; nor w'as he engaged in any 
lliape for the fervice of King James. He thanked 

thofe 



314 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BO 0 K thofe noble and worthy perfons who had oppofed his 

^ , attainder in Parliament ; proteftcd before God, that 

the information he gave to the minifiry he had re- 
ceived in letters and meflages from France ; and 
obferved, that he might have expedled mercy from 
the Prince of Orange, as he had been inflrumental 
in faving his life, by preventing the execution of a 
defign which had been formed againft it 5 a circum- 
fiance which in all probability induced the late con- 
fpirators to conceal their purpofe of _ aflaffination 
from his knowledge. He profefled his loi^alty to 
King James, and prayed Pleaven for his fpeedy re* 
fioration. 

An. 1097. ^ XLVI. While Fenwick's affair was in agitation, 

the Earl of Monmouth had fet on foot fome prac-«- 
tices againft the Duke of Shrewfbury. One Mat- 
thew Smith, nephew to Sir William Perkins, had 
been entertained as a fpy by this nobleman, who 
finding his intelligence of very little ufe or impor- 
tance, clifmifled him as a troublefome dependent. 
Then he had recourfe to the Earl of Monmouth, 
into whom he infufed unfavourable fentiments of the 
Duke ; inlinuating, that he had made great difeo- 
veries, which from linifter motives w'ere fuppref- 
fed* Monmouth communicated thofe imprefiions 
to the Earl of Portland, who inlifted Smith as one 
of his intelligencers. Copies of the letters he had 
fent to the Duke of Shrewfbury were delivered to 
Secretary Trumball, fealed up for the perufal of his 
Majefty at his return from Flanders. When Fen- 
wick mentioned tlie Duke of Shrewfbury in his dif- 
coverics, the Earl of Monmouth refolved to feizc 
the opportunity of ruining that nobleman. He, by 
the channel of the Duchefs of Norfolk, exhorted 
I>ady Fenwick to prevail upon her hufhand to per- 
fift in his accufation, and even di<?latcd a paper of 
diredlions. Fenwick rejected the propofal with dif- 
dain, as a fcandalous contrivance ; and Monmouth 
was fo incenfed at his refufal, that when the bill of 

attainder 
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attainder appeared in the Houfe of Lords, he fpoke CHAP* 
in favour of it with peculiar vehemence. Lady i . 
Fenwick, provoked at this cruel outrage, prevailed 
upon her nephew, the Earl of Carii/le, to move the 
lioufe that Sir John might be examined touching 
any advices that had been fent to him, with relation 
to his difeoveries. Fenwick being interrogated ac- 
cordingly, gave an account of all the particulars of 
Monmouth’s fcheme, which was calculated to ruin 
the Duke of Shrewfbury, by bringing Smith’s let- 
ters on the carpet. The Duchefs of Norfolk and a 
confidant were examined, and confirmed the detec- 
tion, The Houfe called for Smith’s letters, which 
were produced by Sir William Trumball. The 
Earl of Monmouth was committed to the Tower, 
and difmitfed from all his em|doymcnts. He was 
releafed, however, at the end of the feflion ; and the 
court made up all his lotles in private, left he fhould 
be tempted to join the oppofition. 

§ XLVIt. The Whigs, before they were glutted 
with the facrifice of Fenwick, had determined to let 
lo'ofe their vengeance upon Sir George Rooke, who 
was a leader in the oppofite interefl-. Sir Cloudefley 
Shot'el had been fent with a fquadron to look into 
Breft’, where, according to the intelligence which the 
government had received, the French were employed 
in preparing for a defeent upon England ; but this 
information was falfe. They were bufy in equipping 
an armament for the Weft-Indies, under the com- 
mand of M. Pointis, who actually failed to the coaft 
of Nevv-Spain, and took the city of Carthagena. 

Rooke had been ordered to intercept the Toulon 
fquadron in its w.ty to Breft; but his endeavours 
raifearried. The Commons, in a committee of the 
whole Houfe, refolvcd to inquire why this fleet was 
not intercepted; Rooke underwent a long exarai- 
ii-ition, and was obliged to produce his journal, or- 
ders, and letters. Shovel and Mitchel were likc- 
wifc examined; but nothing appearing to the pre- 
judice 
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BOOK judicc of the Admiral, the Houfe thought proper to 
j delift from their profecution. After they had deter- 
mined on the fate of Fenwick, they proceeded to 
enadt feveral laws for regulating the domeflick oeco- 
Burnet. nomy of die nation : among others, they palTed an 
Oldmixon relief of creditors, in cafes 

State of efcape, and for preventing abufes in prifons and 

Trials, pretended privileged places. Ever fince the refor- 

Ih"ph.' mation, certain places in and about the city of Lon- 
Livesof , don, which had been fandluaries during the preva- 
•'^^‘"‘“lence of the Popifh religion, afforded afylum to 
debtors, and were become receptacles of defperate 
perfons, who prefumed to fet the law at defiance. 
One of thefe places, called White-Friars, was filled 
with a crew of ruffians, who every day committed 
adls of violence and outrage : but this law was fo 
vigoroufly put in execution, that they were obliged 
to abandon the diflridt, which, was foon filled with 
more creditable inhabitants. On the fixteenth day 
of April, the King clofed the feffion with a fhort 
fpeech, thanking the Parliament for the great fup- 
plies they had fo cheerfully granted, and exprelRng 
his fatisfedlion at the meafures they had taken for 
retrieving the publick credit. Before he quitted 
the kingdom, he ventured to produce upon the 
feene the Earl of Sunderland, who had hitherto 
prompted his councils behind the curtain. That 
politician was now fworn of the privy-council, and 
gratified with the office of Lord-Cnamberlain, which 
had been refigned by the Earl of Dorfet, a noble- 
man of elegant talents and invincible indolence ; 
fevere and poignant in his writings and remarks up- 
on mankind in general, but humane, good-natured, 
and generous to excefs, in his commerce with indi- 
viduals. 

^ XLVIII. William having made fome promo- 
tions*, and appointed a Regency, embarked on the 

twenty- 

* fJoOTCTs was created a J)aron, and appointed Chaiic-cllor o 
; Admiral Russet was with the title of Karl o 

® - Orford 
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twenty-fixth day of April for Holland, that he might CHAP, 
be at hand to manage the negociation for a general ^ . 

peace. By this time the preliminaries were fettled, 169^ 
between Callieres the French minifler, and Mr. 
Dykveldr, in behalf of the States- General, who re- 
folved, in confequence of the concciHons made by 
France, that, in concert with their allies, the me- 
diation of Sweden might be accepted. The Empe- 
ror and the court of Spain, however, were not fatis- 
fied with tliofe conceflions: yet his Imperial Ma- 
jefly declared he would embrace the proffered me- 
diation, provided the treaty of Weflphalia Ihould 
be re-eflablidjed ; and provided the King of Sweden 
would engage to join iiis troops with ihofe of the 
Allies, in cafe Prance fhould break through this 
Hipulation. This propofal being delivered, the mi- 
niuers of England and Holland at Vienna prefented 
a joint memorial, preffing his Imperial Majeliy to 
accept the mediation without referve, and name a 
place at which the congrefs might be opened. The 
Emperor complied with reludlance. On the four- 
teenth day of February, all the minifters of the Allies, 
except the Ambaflador of Spain, agreed to the pro- 
pofal ; and next day fignified their aflent in form to 
M. Lillienroot, the Swedifh Plenipotentiary. Spain 
demanded, as a preliminary, that France ftiould agree 
to reflore all the places mentioned in a long lift 
which the minifter of that Crown prefented to the 
affembly. The Emperor propofed, that the con- 
grefs ftiould be held at Aix-la- Chapellc, or Franck- 
fort, or fome other town in Germany. The other 
Allies were more difpofed to negociate in Holland. 

At length the French King fuggefted, that no place 
would be more proper than a palace belonging to 
King William, called Nevvbourg-houfe, fituated be- 

Orford. In Febraaty tbe Earl of AyUabury, who had been com- 
mitied on account of the conspiracy, was released upon b* il 5 bat this 
privilege was denied to Lord Montgomery, who had been imprlsonad 
m Newgate on the same account 
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laOOK tween the Hague and Delft, dofc by the village of 

t , Ryfwick; and to this propofition the minifters 
agreed. Thofe of England were the Earl of Pem- 
broke, a virtuous, learned, and popular nobleman, 
the Lord Villiers, and Sir Jofeph Williamlbn : 
France fent Harky and Crecy to the affiftance of 
Callicres. Louis was not only tired of the war, on 
account of the mifery in which it had involved his 
kingdom } but in denting a peace he was adluated 
by another motive. The King of Spain had been 
for fame time in a very ill ftate of health, and the 
French Monarch had an eye to the fucceflion. This 
aim could not be accomplifhed while the confede- 
racy fubfifted ; therefore he eagerly fought a peace, 
that he might at once turn his whole power againft 
Spain, as foon as Charles fliould expire. The Em- 
peror harboured the fame defign upon the Spanifh 
Crown, and for that reafon interefted himfelf in the 
continuance of the grand alliance. Beficles, he 
forefaw he fhould in a little time be able to adl againft 
France with an augmented force. The Czar of 
Mufeovy had engaged to find employment for the 
Turks and Tartars. He intended to ralfe the Elec- 
tor of Saxony to the throne of Poland ; and he had 
made fome progrefs in a negociation with the Cir- 
cles of the Rhine, "for a confiderable body of aux- 
iliary troops. The Dutch had no other view but 
that of fecuring a barrier in the Netherlands. King 
William infifled upon the French King’s acknow- 
ledging his title ; and the Englifh nation wifhed for 
nothing fo much as the end of a ruinous war. On 
the*tcnrh day of February, Callieres, in the name of 
his mafter, agreed to the following preliminaries : 
That the treaties of Weflphalia and Nimeguen 
llioukl be the bafts of this negociation ; that Straf- 
bourg fhoukl be rellorcd to the Empire, and Lux- 
embourg to the Spaniards, together with Mons, 
Cbarkroy, and all places taken by the French in 
Catalonia fince the treaty of Nimeguen j that Di- 

nant 
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nant (liould be ceded to the Bifhop of Liege, and chap. 
all re-union fince the treaty of Nimeguen be made v 
void : that the French King Ihould make reftitu- 169 ^ 
tion of Lorraine, and, upon conclufion of the peace, 
acknowledge the Prince of Orange as King of Great- 
Britain, without condition or referve. The con- 
ferences were interrupted by the death of Charles 
XI. King of Sweden, who was fucceeded by his foa 
Charles, then a minor : but the Queen and live fe- 
nators, whom the late King had by will appointed 
adminiftrators of the government, refolved to pur- 
fue the mediation, and fenl a new commiffion to 
Lillienroot for that purpofe. The ceremonials be- 
ing regulated with theconfent of all parties, the Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the Emperor delivered their mader’s 
demands to the mediator, on the twenty-fccond day 
of May, and feveral German minifters gave in the 
pretentions of the refpedlive Princes whom they re- 
prefented. 

^ XLIX. Mean while, the French King, in the 
hope of procuring more favourable terms, refolved 
to make his laiT: effort againll the Spaniards in Cata- 
lonia and in the Netherlands, and to elevate the 
Prince of Conti to the throne of Poland ; an event 
which would have greatly improved the intcreft of 
France in Europe. Louis had got the fiart of the 
Confederates in Flanders, and fent thither a very 
numerous army, commanded by Catinat, Villeroy, 
and BoufHers. The campaign was opened with the 
liege of Aeth, which was no fooner invefled, than 
King William, having recovered of an indifpolition, 
took the field, and had an interview with the Duke 
of Bavaria, who commanded a feparate body. He 
/ did not think proper to interrupt the enemy in their 
operations before Aeth, which furrendcred in a few 
days after the trenches were opened ; but contented 
himfelf with taking poflefRon of an advantageous 
camp, where he covered Brullels, which Villeroy 
and Boufflers had determined to beliege. In Cata- 
lonia, 
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BOOK Ionia, the Duke of Vendonie inveflcd Barcelona, in 
^ which there was a garrifon of ten thoufand regular 
foldiers, befides five thoufand burghers, who had 
voluntarily taken arms on this occafion. The Go- 
vernor of the place was the Prince of Hefle d’Arm- 
ftadt, who had ferved in Ireland, and been vefted 
with the command of the Imperial troops which 
were fent into Spain. The French General being 
reinforced from Provence and Languedoc, carried 
on his approaches with furprifing impetuofity; and 
was repulfed m feveral attacks by the valour of the 
defendants. At length the enemy furprifed and 
routed the Viceroy of Catalonia ; and, fluflied with 
this vidlory, fiormed the outworks, which had been 
long battered with their cannon. The difpute was 
very bloody and obftinate; but the French, by dint 
of numbers, made themfelves mafters of the covered 
way and two baftions. There they eredled batteries 
of cannon and mortars, and fired furioufly on the 
town, which, however, the Prince of PletTe refolved 
, to. defend to the lafi extremity. The Court of Ma- 
drid; however, unwilling to fee the place entirely 
ruined, as in all probability it would, pe refiored at 
the peace, difpatched an order to, the Prince to ca- 
pitulate ; and he obtained very honourable terms, 
after having made a glorious defence for nine weeks ; 
in confideration of which he was appointed Viceroy 
of the Province. France was no fooner in poffeliion 
of this important place, than the Spaniards became 
as eager for peace as they had been before averle to a 
negociation. 

^ L, Their impatience was not a little inflamed 
by the fuccefs of Points in America, where he took 
Carthagena, in Wliich he found a booty amounting 
to eight millions of crowns. Having ruined the for- 
tifications of the place, and received advice that 
an Englifb fquadron under Admiral Nevil had ani- 
ved in the Wefl-Indies, with a defign to attack him 
in his return, he bore away for the ftraita t>f Ba- 
hama. 
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hatna. On the twenty-fecond day of May he fell in chap. 
with the Englilh fleet, and one of his fly-boats was 
taken ; but fuch was his dexterity, or good fortune, 
that he efcaped, after having been purfued five days, 
during which the Englifh and Dutch Rear-Admirals 
fprang their fore-topmafts, and received other da- 
mage, fo that they could not proceed. Then 
Nevil fleered to Carthagena, which he found quite 
abandoned by the inhabitants, who, after the depar- 
ture of Pointis, had been rifled a fecond time by the 
buccaneers, on pretence that they had been defrauded 
of their ihare of the plunder. This was teally the 
cafe ; they had in a great meafure contributed to the 
fuccefs of Pointis, and were very ill rewarded. In 
a few days the Englifli Admiral difeovered eight fail 
of their Ihips, two of which were forced on flaore and 
deftroyed, two taken, and the reft efcaped. Then 
he diredfed his courfe to Jamaica, and, by the ad- 
rice of the Governor, Sir H^iliiam Beekon detached 
Rear Admiral Meeze with fome (hips and forces to 
attack Petit- Guavas, which he accordingly furprifed, 
burned, and reduced to afhes. After this fmall ex- 
pedition, Nevil proceeded to the Havannah on pur- 
pofe to take the galleons under his convoy for Eu- 
rope, according to the inftrudlions he had received 
from the King i but the Governor of the place, and 
the General of the Plate-fleet, fufpe<SHng fuch an 
offer, would neither fuffer him to enter the harbour, 
nor put the galleons under his protediion. He 
now failed through the gulf of Florida to Virginia^ 
where he died of chagrin, and the command of the 
fleet devolved on Captain Dilkes, who arrived in 
England on the twenty- fourth day of Odlober, with 
a {battered fquadron, half-manned, to the unfpeak- 
able mortification of the people, who flattered thcm- 
fclvcs with the hopes of w'ealth and glory from this 
expedition, Pointis, fleering to the banks of New- 
foundland, entered the bay of Conceptione, at a 
time when a flout Ehglifh fquadiroa, commanded by 
vot, t, y Com- 
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BOOK Commodore Norris, ky at anchor in the bay of St. 

^ , John. This officer being informed of the arrival 

of a French fleet, at firft concluded, that it was the 
fquadron of M. Nefmond come to attack him, and 
.exerted his utmoft endeavours to put the place in a 
pofture of defence: but, afterwards, underftanding 
that it was Pointis returning with the Ipoil of Car- 
thagena, he called a council of war, and propofed to 
go immediately in quefl of the enemy. He was, 
however, over-ruled by a majority, who gave it as 
their opinion that they fliould remain where they 
were, without running unneceflary hazard. By vir- 
tue of this fcandalous determination, Pointis was 

E ermittcd to proceed on his voyage to Europe ; but 
e had not yet efcaped every danger. On tne four- 
teenth day of Auguft he fell in with a fquadron 
under the command of Captain Harlow, by whom 
he was boldly engaged till night parted tne com- 
batants. He was purfued next day ; but his fliips 
failing better than thofe of Harlow, he accomplifhed 
his elcape, and on the morrow entered the harbour 
of Breft. That his Ihips, which were foul, fhould 
out-fail the Englifh fquadron, which had juft 
■pitt to fea, was a myftery which the people of Eng- 
land could not explain. They complained of having 
been betrayed through the whole courfc of the Weft- 
Indian expedition. The King owned be did not 
underftand marine affairs, the entire condudl of which 
he abandoned to Ruflel, who became proud, arbi- 
trary, and tmpopular, and was fuppofed to be be- 
trayed by .his dependents. Certain it is, the fervicc 
was greatly obflrudled by fadlion among the officers, 
rvhich with refpeA to the nation had all the effefils of 
treachery and mifcondudl. 

§ LI, fl’he fuccefs of the French in Catalonia, 
Flanders, and the Wcft-Iadies, was balanced by their 
difappointment in Poland. Louis, encouraged by 
the remonftrances of the Abbe de Polignac, who 
nranaged the afl’airs of France in that kingdom, re- 
folved to lupport the Prince of Conti as a candidate 
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for the crown, and remitted great fums of money, CIIAP. 
whicli were diftributed among the Polifh nobility. ^ y* , 
The Emperor had at firfl: declared for the fon of iGstT 
the late King : hut, finding the French party too 
ftrong for his competitor, he entered into a nego- 
ciation with the Elector of Saxony, who agreed to 
change his religion, to diftribute eight millions of 
florins among the Poles, to confirm their privileges, 
and advance with his troops to the frontiers of that 
kingdom. Having performed thcfe articles, he de- 
clared himfelf a candidate, and was publickly 
cfpoufed by the Tmperiahfls. 'J'hc Duke of Lorraine, 
the Prince of Baden, and Don Livio Odcfclialchi, 
nephew to Pope Innocent, were likewife competi- 
tors 5 but, finding their interefl. infufiicicnr, they 
united their influence with that of the Eledlor, who 
was proclaimed King of Poland. Pie forthwith took 
the oath required, procured an attcllaiion from the 
Imperial Court of nis having changed his religion, 
and marched with his army to Cracow, where he 
was crowned with the ufual folcmnity. Louis per- 
fifted in maintaining the pretenlioni of the Prince of 
Conti, and equipped a fleet at Dunkirk for his con- 
voy to Danteick in his way to Poland. But the 
magiftrates of that city, who had declared for the 
new King, would not fuffer his men to land, though 
they oflered to admit himfelf with a fmall retinue. 

He, therefore, went on fhore at Marienburgh, 
where he was met by fome chiefs of his own party ; 
but the new King Auguftus atfled with fuch vigi- 
lance, that he found it impra<flicablo to form an 
army : befides he fufpedled the fidelity of his own 
Polilh partifans ; he, therefore, refufed to part with 
the treafure he had brought, and in the beginning of 
winter returned to Dunkirk, 

^ LII. The cftablifliment of Auguflus on the 
throne of Poland was in fome meafure owing to the 
condudl of Peter the C2arof Mufeovy, who having 
formed great defigns againft the Ottoman-Porte, 

Y a was 
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BOOK was very unwilling to fee the Crown of Poland pof-- 
feffed by a partifan of France, which was in alliance 
with the Grand Signor. He, therefore, interefled 
hirafelf warmly in the difpute, and ordered his Ge- 
neral to alTemble an army on the frontiers of Lithu- 
ania, which, by overawing the Poles that were in 
the intereft of the Prince of Conti, confiderahly in- 
fluenced the eleAion. This extraordinary legiflator* 
who was a flrange compound of heroifm and barba- 
rity, confeious of the dcfedls in his education, and 
of the grofs ignorance that overfpread his dominions, 
refolved to extend his ideas, and improve his judg- 
ment, by travelling ; and that he might be the lefs 
reftridled by forms, or interrupted by ofiicious curi- 
ofity, he determined to travel in difguife. He wa& 
extremely ambitious of becoming a maritime power, 
and in particular of maintaining a fleet in the Black- 
fea; and his immediate aim was to learn the princi- 
ples of Ihip-building. He appointed an embafly for 
Holland, to regulate fome points of commerce with 
the States-Gencral. Having entrufled the care of 
his dominions to perfons in whom he could confide, 
he now difguifed himfelf, and travelled as one of 
their retinue. He firft difclofed himfelf to the Elec- 
tor of Brandenburgh in Pruffla, and afterwards to 
King William, with whom he conferred in private 
at Utrecht. He engaged himfelf as a common la- 
bourer with a fliip-carpenter in Holland, whom he 
ferved for fome months with wonderful patience and 
aliiduity. He afterwards vilited England, where -he 
amufed himfelf chiefly with the fame kind of occu- 
pation. From thence he fet out for Vienna, where 
■receiving advices from his dominions, that his fxfler 
was concerned inr nunaging intrigues againfl: his 
government, he returned fuddenly toMofeow, and 
found the machinations of the. confpirators were 
already baffled by the vigilance and fidelity of the 
foreigners to whom he had left the care of the admi- 
nifl ration. His lavage nature, however, broke out 

upon 
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Upon this occafion ; he ordered feme hundreds to be CHAP, 
hanged all round his capital ; and a good number ^ , 
were beheaded,^ he himielf with his own hand per- 
forming the office of executioner. 

^ LIII. The ncgociations at Ryfwick proceeded 
very flowly for feme time. The Imperial minifter 
demanded, that France fhould make reftitution of 
all the places and dominions fhe had wreffed from 
the Empire fince the peace of Munfter, whether by 
force of arras or pretence of right. The Spaniards 
claimed all they could demand by virtue of the 
peace of Nimeguen and the treaty of the Pyrennees. 

The French affirmed, that if the preliminaries 
offered by Callieres were accepted, thefe propofitions 
could not be taken into confidcration. The Im- 
perialifts perfifted in demanding a circumffantial 
anfwer, article by article. The Spaniards infilled 
upon the fame manner of proceeding, and called 
upon the mediator and Dutch minifters to fupport 
their pretenfions. The plenipotentiaries of Francii 
declared, they would not admit any demand or prd- 
pofition, contrary to the preliminary articles : but 
were willing to deliver in a projedl of peace, _ in 
order to Ihorten the negociations, and the Spanifh 
Ambafladors confented to this expedient. During 
thefe tranfadlions, the Earl of Portland held a con- 
ference with Marcfchal Boufflers, near Halle, in 
fight of the two oppofite armies, which was conti- 
nued in five fucceffive meetings. On the fecond 
day of Augufl. they retired together to a houfe in 
the fuburbs of Halle, and mutually figned a paper, 
in which the principal articles of the peace between 
France and England were adjufled. Next day Kin^ 
William quitted the camp, and 'retired to his houle 
at Loo, confident of having taken fuch meal'ures fur 
a pacification as could not be difappuinted. The 
fubjedt of this field negociation is faid to have 
turned upon the intereft of King James, which the 
French monarch proraifed to abandon *. others, 

however, 
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partition, treaty was laid in this conference. But, in 
all probability, William’s foie aim was to put an 
end to an expenfive and unfucccfsfnl war, which had 
rendered him very unpopular in his own dominions, 
and to obtain from the Court of Frau' e an acknow- 
ledgment of his title, which had finc<: the Queen’s 
death become thefubjei^ of clifpute, He perceived 
the Emperor’s backwardnefs towards a pacification, 
and forefaw numberlefs difficulties in dilcuffing fuch 
a complication of interefts by the common method 
of treating: he, therefore, choie fuch a flepashe 
thought would alarm the jealoufy of the Allies, and 
quic&n the negociation at Ryfwick Before the 
congrefs was opened, King Janies had publifhed 
two manifeftoes, addreffed to the Catholiok and 
Proteftant Princes of the confederacy, reprefenting 
his wrongs, and craving redrefs } but his remon- 
ftranccs being altogether clifregarded, he afterwards 
iflued a third declaration, folemnly protefiing againft 
all that might or fhoiild be negociated, regulated, or 
ftipulated with the ufurper of his realms, as being 
void of all rightful and lawful authority. On the 
twentieth day of July the French Amballadors pro- 
duced their projedt ot a general peace, declaring at 
the fame time, that fhould it not be accepted before 
the laft day of Auguft, France would not hold herfelf 
bound for the conditions (he now offered : but 
Caunitz, the Emperor’s plenipotentiary, proteffed 
he would pay no regard to this limitation. On the 
thirtieth of Auguft, however, he. delivered to the 
mediators an ultimatum, importing. That he ad- 
hered to the treaties of Weftphalia and Nimeguen, 
anti accented of Strafbourg with its appurtenances ; 
That he infifted upon the refljtution of Lorraine to 
the Prince of that name ; and demanded. That the 
Church and Chapter of Liege fhould be re-efla- 
blifhed in the poffeffion of their inconteftable rights. 
Next . day the Frepch Plenipotentiaries declared, 

That 
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That the month of Auguft being now expired, all cii AP. 
their offers were vacated : That, therefore, the 
King of France would referve Strafhourg and unite 
it, with its dependencies, to his Crown for ever : 
that in other relpedls he would adhere to the proje^, 
and reftore Barcelona to the Crown of Spain ; but 
that thefe terms muft be accepted in twenty days, 
otherwife he flioiild think himfelf at liberty to re- 
cede. The niinifters of the Eledlors and Princes of 
the empire joined in a written remonftrance to the 
Spanifli Pleni])Otentiaries, reprefenting the inconve- 
mencies and dangers that would accrue to the Ger- 
manick body from France’s being in poflcflion of 
Luxembourg, and exhorting them in the ftrongefl. 
terms to rejedl all otters of an equivalent for that 
province. They likewife prelented another to the 
States- General, requiring them to continue the war, 
according to their engagements, until France fhould 
have complied with the preliminaries. No regard, 
however, was paid to either of thefe addrettes. Then 
the Imperial Ambafladors demanded the good ofiices 
of the mediator, on certain articles : but all that he 
could obtain of France was, that the term for ad- 
jufting the peace between her and the Emperor fhould 
be prolonged till the firft day of November, and in 
the mean time an armiflice be pundlually obferved. 

Yet even thefe conceffions were made, on condition 
that the treaty with England, Spain, and Holland 
fhould be figned on that day, even though the 
Emperor and Empire ttiould not concur. 

^ LIV. Accordingly, on the twentieth day of 
September, the articles were fubferibed by the 
Dutch, Englilh, Spanilh and French Ambafladors, 
while the Imperial Minifters prntcfled againtt the 
tranfadlion, obferving, this was the fecond time 
that a feparate peace had been concluded with 
France ; and that the States of the Empire, who had 
been impofed upon through their own credulity, 
would not for the future be fo eafily perfuaded to 

- ’ engage 
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BOOK engage in confederacies. In certain preparatory 
I- articles fettled between England and France, King 
William promifed to pay a yearly penlion to Queen 
Mary of fifty thoufand pounds, or fuch fum 

as fhould be ellablifhed for that purpofe by adf of 
Parliament. The treaty itlelf confiflcd of feventcen 
articles. The French King engaged, that he would 
not diflurb ordifquiet the King of Great-Britain in 
the pofieffion of his realms or government: nor 
affifl his enemies, nor favour confpiracies againft 
his perfon. This obligation was reciprocal. A 
free commerce was rcftored. Commillaries were 
appointed to meet at London, and fettle the pre- 
tenfions of each Crown to Hudfon’s Bay, taken by 
the French during the late peace, and retaken by 
the Englifh in the courfe of the war 5 and to regu- 
late the limits of the places to be rellored, as well as 
the exchanges to be made. It was likewife flipu- 
lated, That, in cafe of a rupture, fix months fhould 
be allowed to the fubjcdls of each power for removing 
their effedts ; That the feparate articles of the treaty 
of Nimeguen, relating to the principality of Orange, 
fhould be entirely executed ; and, That the rati- 
fications fhould be exchanged in three weeks from 
the day of figning. The treaty between France 
and Holland imported a general armiftice, a per- 
petual amity, a mutual reftjtution, a reciprocal re- 
nunciation of all pretenfions upon each other, a con- 
firmation of the peace with Savoy, a re-eftablifh- 
ment of the treaty concluded between France and 
Brandenburgb, in the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and feventy-nine, a comprehenlion of Sweden, and 
all thofe pow'ers that fhould be named before the 
ratificarion, or in fj,x months after the conclufion of 
the treaty. Befides, the Dutch minifters concluded 
a treaty of commerce with France, which was im- 
mediately put in execution. Spain had great reafon 
to be fatisfied with the pacification, by which Ihe 
recovered Gironne, ilofes, Barcelona^ Luxem- 
bourg, 
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bourg, Charleroy, Mons, Courtray, and all tbeCHAP. 
towns, fortrefles, and territories taken by the French ^ y • . 
in the province of Luxembourg, Namur, Brabant, 
Flanders, and Hainault, except eighty-two towns 
and villages claimed by the French; this difpute 
wa left to the decifion of Commiflaries ; or, in cafe 
they fhould not agree, to the determination of the 
States- General, A rernonflrance in favour of the 
French Proteftant refugees in England, Holland 
and Germany, was delivered by the Earl of Pem- 
broke to the mediators, in the name of the Pro- 
tellant Allies, on the day that preceded the conclu- 
lion of the treaty; but the French Plenipoientiaries 
declared, in the name of their mafter, that as he did 
not pretend to preferibe rules to King William about 
the Englifh fubjefls, he expedted the fame liberty 
with refpeCl: to his own. No other eifbrt was made 
in behalf of thofe confeientious exiles : the treaties 
were ratified, and the peace proclaimed at Paris and 
London, 

§ LV. The Emperor ftil) held out, and perhaps 
was encouraged to perfevere in his obftinacy by the 
fuccefs of his arms in Hungary, where his General, 

Prince Eugene of Savoy, obtained a complete vic- 
tory at Zenta o\'er the forces of the Grand Signor, 
who commanded his army in perfon. In this bat- 
tle, which was fought on the eleventh day of Sep- 
tember, the Grand Vilir, the Aga of the Janiflaries, 
feven-and-twenty bafhaws, and about thirty thou- 
fand men, were killed or drowned in the river 
'I'heylfe; fix thoufand were wounded or taken, 
together with all their artillery, tents, baggage, pro- 
vifion, and ammunition, the Grand Signor himfelf 
efcaping with difficulty ; a vidfory the more glori- 
ous and acceptable, as the Turks had a great fupe- 
riority in point of number, and as the Impcti- 
alifts did not lofe a thoufand men during the whole 
adlion. The Emperor, perceiving that the event 
pf this battle had no effedl in retarding the treaty, 

thought 
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BO OK thought proper to make ufe of the armiflice, and 
^ . continue the negociation after the forementioned 
1^97 treaties had been figned. This was likewifc the cafe 
■with the Princes of the Empire ; though thofe of 
the Proteftant perfuafion complained, that their in- 
tereft was neglcdted. In one of the articles of the 
treaty, it was (hpulated, That in the places to be 
xeftored by France, the Roman Catholick religion 
fhould continue as it had been re-eftablilhed. The 
Ambafl&dors of the Proteftant princes joined in a 
rcmonftrance, demanding. That the Lutheran reli- 
gion fhould be reftored in thofe places where it 
had formerly prevailed; but this demand was le- 
jedled, as being equally difagreeable to France and 
the Emperor. Then they refufed to fign the treaty, 
which was now concluded between France, the 
Emperor, and the Catholick princes of the Empire. 
By this pacification, Triers, the Palathiate, and 
Lorraine, were reftored to their refpediive owners. 
The countries of Spanheim and Veldentz, together 
with the duchy of Deux Ponts, were ceded to the 
King of Sweden. Francis Louis Palatine was 
confirmed in the Ekdtorate of Cologn ; and Car- 
dinal Furftemberg reftored to all his rights and 
benefices. The claims of the Duchefs of Orleans 
upon the Palatinate were referred to the arbitra- 
tion of France and the Emperor ; and in the mean 
time the Eleiftor Palatine agreed to fupply her 
Highnefs with an annuity of one hundred thoufand 
florins. The minifters of the Proteftant princes 
publifhed a formal declaration againft the claufe 
relating to religion, and afterwards folemnly pro- 
tefted againft the manner in which the negociation 
had been condudtpd. Such was the i'fliie of a long 
and bloody war, which had drained England of 
her wealth and people, almoft entirely ruined her 
commerce, debauched her morals, by encouraging 
venality and corruption, and entailed upon her the 
curfe of foreign connexions, as well as a national 

debt, 
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debt, which was gradually increafed to an intolerable CHAP, 
burthen. After all the blood and treafure which ^ , 

had been expended, William’s ambition and revenge 
remained unfatistied. Neverthelels, he reaped the 
folid advantage of feeing himfelf firmly ellablithed 
on the Englifh throne*, and the confederacy, though 
pot fuccefsful in every infiance, accompliftied their 
great aim of putting a (lop to the encroachments of 
the French Monarch, They mortified his vanity, 
they humbled his pride and arrogance, and com- 
pelled him to difgorge the acquifitions which, like a 
rohber, he had made in violation of publick faith, 
juflice and humanity. Had the Allies been true to 
one another; had they adled from genuine zeal for 
the common interells of mankind ; and profeented 
with vigour the plan which was originally concerted, 

Louis would in a few campaigns have been reduced 
to the moft abjedf flare of difgrace, defpondence, 
and fubmiflion; for he was deli itiite of true courage 
and magnanimity, King William having finiflied 
this important tranfadlion, returned to England 
about the middle of November, and was received in 
London amidfi: the acclamations of the people, rvho 
now again hailed him as their deliverer from a war, 
by the continuance of which they mull have been 
infallibly beggared. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

^ 1. Slitis of parties. \ 11. Characters of iheminiflers. 

^ III. The Commons reduce the nmnher of Jiand^ 
ing forces to ten thoufand. § IV. They ejiahli/k 
the civil lift s atid ajfign fmdsforpaying the national 
debts. ^ V. They take cognizance of fraudulent 
eudorfements of Exchequer bills. ^ VI. A new 
Eajl- India company conjiituled by aB of Farlia~ 
went. § VII. Froceedings againjl u book written by 
Wdliam Mohneusc of Dublin. ^ VIII. And againjl 
certain fningglers of alamodes and Infringe fom 
France, ^ IX. Society for the reformation of man-^ 
net's, § X. The Earl of Forthtnd refigns his ent-^ 
ployments. § XI. The King difowns the Scottif 
trading company. § XII. He embarks for Holland. 

§ XIII. Fhjl treaty of partition. ^ XIV. /«- 
iiigues oj France at the Court of Madrid. § XV. King 
fvilliam is thwarted by his new Farliament. 
% XVI. He is obliged tojendaivay his Dutch guards, 
4 XVII. The Commons addrefs the King agatnji the 
Fapifts. ^ XVIII. The Parliament prorogued, 
§ XIX. TheScottiJh company make a fettlement on the 
Jfthmus of Darien ; § XX. H'lncht however, they 
ore compelled to abandon. \ XXI. Remonfrances of 
the Spanijh Court againjl the treaty of partition. 
^ XXII. The Commons perftjl in their refolutions to 
mortify the King. ^ XXIII. Inquiry into the ex- 
pedition of Captain Kidd. \ XXIV. A motion made 
againjl Burnet, Bijhop of Sarum. § XXV. In- 
quiry into the Irijh forfeitures. % XXVI. The 
Commons pafs bill of refumption, % XXVII. 
And a fevere bill againjl Papijls. % XXVIII. The 
old Eaji-India company re-ejlablijhed. % XXIX. 
Dangerous frment in Scotland, \ XXX. Lord 
Somers difnijfed from his employments. ^ XXXI. 
Second treaty of partition, ^ XXXII. Death of 
7 tJ{« 
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ihe Dtthe of Glouccjier. \ XXXI 11 . The K'mg fends 
a fleet into the Ballickj to the ajflflance of the Swedes. 

§ XXXIV. The fecortd treaty of partiiwn generally 
dlfagreeahle to the European powers. § XXXV. 
The French mierefl prevails at the Court of Spain. 

§ XXXVI. Khig frilliam finds means to allay the 
heats in Scotland. ^ XXXVII. The King of Spain 
dies, after having bequeathed his dominions by will to 
the Duke of Anjou. § XXXVIII. The French 
King's apology for accepting ihe will. ^ XXXIX, 
The States-General own Philip as King of Spain. 
§XL, A new mhiiftry and a new Parliament. 
& XLI. The Commons unpropitious to the Court. 

^ XLII. The Lords are more condefcmding. 

I XLIII. An intercepted letter from the Earl of 
Milfort to his brother. § XLIV. Smceffion of the 
Crown fettled upon the Ptincejs Sophia, Eledtrefs- 
Dowager of Hanover, and the Proteflant heirs of 
her body. ^ XLV. The Ditchefs of Savoy protefs 
agaitift this a£l. % XLVI. Imffehual negocialion 
with Fiance. § XLVII. Seven addreffesfrom both 
Houfes in relation to the partition treaty. § XLVIII. 
William is obliged to acknowledge the King of Spain. 
^ XLIX. The two Hmfes fern to enter into the 
King's tneafures. ^ L. The Commons rfolve to 
wreak their vengeance on the old miniflry. ^ LI. 
The Earls of Portland and Oxford, the Lords Somers 
and Halifax, are itnpeachrd. ^ LII. Difputcs be- 
tween the two Houfes. \ LIII. Tucllmfe of Peers 
acquits the impeachedLords, ^ LIV. Petition of Kent, 
\ LV. Favourable end of ihe Sefflon. ^ LVI. Pro- 
grefs of Prince Eugene in Italy. § LVII, Sketch of 
the fiiuation of affairs in Europe. ^ LVIII. Tienly 
of alliance bettveen the Emperor vnd the maritime 
powers, ^ LIX. Death of King James. §, I X. 
The French King owns the pretended Prince of Wales 
as King of England. ^ LXI. Addrejfcs to King 
Jf'iUuim on that fubjc8. ^ LXII. Hew ParUament. 
^ LXllI. The King's Itifl fpeeeh to both Houfes re- 

cer'cea 
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eeivetJ tmth great aiiplaufe, ^ LXIV. Great hai‘* 
vio'iy between the King and Pariiamcnt, § LXV. 
The two Iloufrs pafs the bill for abjuration. \ LXVI, 
The Lower Hotye jv/Hfcs the proceed' ngs of the Com- 
mons in the preceding Parliament. LXVIL Affairs 
of In land, \ LXVIII. The King recommends an 
union of the two kingdoms, \ LXIX. tie falls from 
hts horfe. ^ LXX. His death. ^ LXXI. And 
chara&er. 

BOOK ^ the King opened the fcffioo of 

I. ’’ Parliament on the third day of Decem- 

her, he told them the war was brought to the end 
they all propofed, namely, an honourable peace. 
He gave them to underftand there was a confiderable 
debt on account of the fleet and army : that the 
revenues of the Crown had been anticipated •. he 
exprefled his hope, that they would provide for him 
during his life, in fuch a manner as would conduce 
to his own honour and that of the government. 
He recomniended the maintenance of a confiderable 
navy ; and gave it aS his opinion, that for the pre- 
fent England could not be fafe without a ftanding 
army. He promifed to redlify fuch corruptions and 
abufes as might have crept into any part of the ad- 
miniftration during the war ; and efTetflually to dif- 
courage prophanenefs and immorality. Finally, he 
aflhred them, that as he had refeued their religion, 
laws, and liberties, when they were in the extremeft 
danger, fo he fhould place the glory of his reign in 
preferving and leaving them entire to lateft pofterity. 
To this fpeech the Commons replied in an addrefs, 
by a compliment of congratulation upon the peace, 
, and an afluranccf that they would be ever ready to 
affift and fupport his Majefty, who had confirmed 
them in the quiet poflelfiion of their rights and liber- 
ties, and by putting an end to the war fully com- 
pleted the work of their deliverance. Notwith- 
Aanding thefe appearances of good humour, the ma- 
jority 
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jorlty of the Houfe, and indeed of the whole nation, cir a P. 
were equally alarmed and exafperated at a projetfl VI, 
for maintaining a ftanding army, vvhich was coun- 
tenanced at Court, and even recommended by the 
King, in his fpeech to the Parliament, William’s 
genius was altogether military. He could not bear 
the thoughts of being a king without power. He 
could not without rcludlance difraifs tljofe officers 
who had given fo many proofs of their courage and 
fidelity. He did not think himfclf fafe upon the 
naked throne, in a kingdom that fwarmed with mal- 
contents, who had fo often conf])ired again (I Iiis per- 
fon and governnaent. fie dreaded tlie ambition 
and known pei-fidy of the French King, who fiill re- 
tained a powerful army. He forefaw that a reduc- 
tion of the forces would leflen his importance both 
at home and abroad ; diminifh the dependence upon 
his government ; and difperfe thofe foreigners in 
whoie atfachraent he chiefly confided. He commu- 
nicated his fentiments on this lubjedl to his confi- 
dant, the Earl of Sunderland, who knew by expe- 
rience the averfion of the people to a ftanding army j 
neverthelefs, he encouraged him with hope of fuccefs, 
on the fuppofition that the Commons would fee the 
difference between an army railed by the King’s 
private authority, and a body of veteran troops 
maintained by confent of Parliament for the fecurity 
of the kingdom. This was a diftindtion to which 
the people paid no regard. All the jealoufy of 
former Parliaments feeraed to be rouzed by the bare 
propofal ; and this was inflamed by a national preju- 
dice againft the Refugees, in whofc favour the King 
had betrayed repeated marks of partial indulgence. 

They were fubmifllve, tradlablc, and wholly depen- 
dent upon his will and generofity. Tlie Jacobites 
failed not to cherifh the feeds of diflatisfaution, and 
reproach the Whigs who countenanced this mcafure. 

They branded that party with apoflacy from their 
former principles. They obierved, that the very 

psrfons 
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perfons who in the late reigns endeavoured to abridge 
the prerogative, a'nd deprive 'the King of that fhare 
of power which was abfolutely necefllry to adluate 
the machine of government, were now be'come ad- 
vocates for maintaining a ftanding army m time of 
peace; nay, and impudently avowed, that their com- 
plaifance to the Court in this particular was owing 
to their defire of excluding from all fhare in the 
adminiftration a fadlion difafFedted to his Majefiy, 
which might' miflead him into more perhieious mea- 
fuies. The majority of thofe who really entertained 
Revolution-principles oppofed the Court, from ap- 
prchenfions that a ftanding army once eftablifted 
would take root, and grow into an habitual maxim 
of government; that fliould the people be difarmed# 
and the fword left in the hands of mercenaries, the 
libertu s of the nation muH be entirely at the mercy 
of him by whom ihofe mercenaries fliould be com- 
manded. They might overawe eleftions, didiatc^to 
Parliaments, and eftablifli a tyranny, before the 
people could take any meafures for their own proi 
teSion. They could not help thinking it was pofi 
fible to form a militia, that with the concurrence qf 
a fleet might effedhially protedi the kingdom from 
the dangers of an invafion. They firmly bdievedj 
that a mihtia might be regularly' trained to artfii^ 
fo as to acquire the dextenty of profefl^d fidldiebj 
and they did not doubt they would fufpafs tficfe 
hu dings in courage, confidenng that they would 
animated by every concurring motive of. iqtereft, 
fentiment, and afiedlion. Nay, they argued, that 
Britain, furrounded as it was by a boifterou^f*‘fe4 
fecured by floating bulwarks, abounding withr'flSfiy 
and hardy inhabitants, did not deferve to Be free, if 
her fons could not protedl their liberties without thfr 
afiTiffknce of mercenaries, who were indeed the only 
flavcs of th” kingdom. Yet, among the genuidfe 
friends- of their country, feme individuals efpoiifdl 
the oppefitc maxims. They oblerved, that the 
* .... ^ •*tary 
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faiy fyftem of every government in Europe was now chap. 
altered : that wa^r was become a trade, and difcipline 
a fcience not to be learned but by thofe who made 
it their foie profeflion : that, therefore, while France 
kept up a large ftanding army of veterans, ready to 
embark on the oppofite coaft, it would be abfolutely 
neceflary, for the fafety of the nation, to maintain 
a fmall ftanding force, which fhould be voted in Par- 
liament from year to year. They might have fug- 

f efted another'expedient, which in a few years would 
ave produced a militia of difqiplined men. Had 
the foldiers of this fmall ftanding army been inlifted 
for a terrh of years, at the expiration of which they 
might have claimed their difcharge, volunteers would 
have offered themfelves from all parts of the king- 
dom, even from the defire of learning the ufe and 
exercife of arms, the ambition of being concerned 
in feenes of adtual fervice, and the chagrin of little 
difappointments or temporary difgufts, which yet 
would not have impelled them to inhft as foldiers on 
the common terms of pcmetual llavery. In confe- 
quence of fuch a fuccenion, the whole kingdom 
would foon have been flocked with members of a 
difciplined militia, equal, if not fimerior to any army 
of profefled foldiers. But this (cheme would have 
defeated the purpofc of the Government, which waS 
more afraid of domeftick foes than of foreign ene- 
mies 5 and induftrioufly avoided every plan of this 
nature, which could contribute to render the mal- 
contents of the nation more fomudable. 

^ II. Before we proceed to the tranfadlions of 
Paniataent in this fellion, it may not be amifs to 
fketch the out-lines of the miniftry, as it flood at 
this jundiure. The King’s affedlioa for the Earl of 
Portland had begun to abate, in proportion as his 
efteem for Sundedand increafed, together with his 
conftdcration for Mrs. Villicrs, who had be*n diftin- 
guiihed particular marks of his Majefty's 

'wvour. Tbeftt two fevourites afe faid to hitve fup** 
toi.. I. 2) planted 
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BOOK planted Portland, wbofe place in the King’o 

was now filled by Van Keppel, a gentleman of’ tJit' 1 
dciknd, who had firfl fervecl his Majefty as a p-^gc, 
and afterwards adled as private Secretary, Ihe Eatl 
of Portland growing troublefome,. fiom his jealoufy 
of this lival, the^ King refolved to fend him into 
honourable exile, in quality of an Ambafiador extra- 
ordinary to the Court of France ; and Trumball, bis 
friend and creature, was difmifled from the office pf 
Secretary, which the King conferred upon Vcrnhn, 
a plodding man of bufinefs, who had adled as Under- 
, Secretary to the Duke of Shrewfbury. This noble- 
man rivalled the Earl of Sunderland in his credit at 
the Council-board, and was fupported by Somets, 
Lord-Ch^cellor of England, by Kufiel, now lari 
of Orford, Firll Lord of the Admiralty, and Mon- 
tagu, Chancellor of the Exchequer. Somers was an 
upright jud^e, a plaufihle’flateiman, a confummate 
Cpuytier, affable, mild, and infinuating, Orford ap- 
pears to have been rough, turbulent, fadlious,' and 
fhallow. , Montagu had difiingmfhed himfelf early 
by his poetical genius; but he foon converted his 
attention to the cultivation of more folid talents. 
He rendered himfelf remarkable for bis eloquence, 
difcetnment, and knowledge of the Englifh confli- 
jTution. To a delicate tafte, he united an pager ap- 
jpetite,fbr political fludies. The firfl catered for the 
cnjoynKfnts of fancy ; the other was fublervient to his 
ambitioi}. He, at the fame time, was the diftin- 
guifhed encourager of the liberal arts, and the pfo- 
lefied patron of prqjedtors. In his private depibtt- 
^meqt be ,waa liberal, eafy, and entertaining': ‘As a 
flatefiiiaa, bold, dogmatical, and afpir%dg“. 

^ lll.^ The terrors of a {landing army had p^o- 
duceci fp^h an univerffil ferment in’thp nation, ‘that 
^il«:d,^p^ndents,of the Court in the fjoufe of Cojn- 
,mpnajqprft not' openly bpp^e th^ fedudlion of'ibhe 
/orpes^ but they ^fhtftcd, jl^'e bfittef^i ahd employed 
4U tlie^\,a^drefs m pepfuadiisg thq Iloufe to agree, 
jbi.; 
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that a very fmall number fhould be retained. When 
the Commons voted, 'fhat all the forces raifed finc^ 
the year one thoufand fix hundred and eighty fiiould 
be difbanded, the Courtiers defired the vote might 
be re-committed, on pretence that it reftrained the 
King, to the old Tory regiments, on whofo fidelity 
he could not rely. This motiop, however, was 
over-ruled by a cohliderable majority. ' Then they 
propofed art ■amendment, which ^was* rgedled, and 
afterwards moved. That the fum of •fiv^^i^undfod 
thoufand pounds per annum (hould he granfibd for 
the Maintenance of guards and garrifdns. This pro- 
vifion would have maintained a very confiderablc 
number; but they 'were again difappointed, and fain 
to embrace a compofitioff with the oth&r party, by 
which three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds were 
. allotted foe the maintenance of ten 'thoufand men-; 
■and they afterwards obtained an addition of three 
thoufand marines. The King was extfeiriely hwWti- 
■fied at thefe refolutions of - the CommohS’ ; and. even 
, declared to his particular friends, that he would never 
have intermeddled with the affairs of the nation, ;ba]d 
> he forefeen they would make fuch returris of ingra- 
titude and diftruft. His difplcafure was aggravate 
by the'felcntment exptefied againft SunderlOTdj fwh» 
.was fiippofed to havic advifed the unpopuldf iricafoie 
of retaining^ a ftandihg. army. This nobl<miai>, 
dreading Ac- vcngedlicf! of the Ootftbifms, rdirfvcd 
■ to avert the fury of the impending ft&rm, by refign- 
ing his office, and reiiriflg from Court,' tsontrary to 
• the in treaties of his friends, and therearneft deiire of 
his Majefty. • .1' ' . , . . > 

§ IV. The Houfe ■ p£ Commons, in order to 
'jfiveeteti the unpalatable cup' they had mrefeate'd to 
•the King,- voted the fura of fevei? hundred tUoufand 
’pourids per_anfiftm for the ftipporfoP the 

froirf all other 'fet^dees, ’Then they pafifed 
'-an-'a® prohibiting the currency ‘‘Of’ lalvepfjhaah- 

' x;difi, j beludfog’a-ckufe’ifo^im^lriAA 

IJhstoljeQttcr- 
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BOOK Exchequer Mis, in lieu of ihofc which were or might 
be filled up with eiidorfcmenfs j they framed another 
to open the corrcfpondcnce with France, under a va- 
riety of provHbs s a third for continuing the impti- 
fonment of certain perfons who had been concerned 
in the late confpiracy : -a fourth granting further 
’^me for adminiftering , Oaths with refpeft to tallies 
and otdens in the Excheqjier and Bank of England. 
Thefe bills having received the royal aflent, they re- 
fblvcd to granJ: a fupply, which> together with the 
funds* already/>fettled for that purpofe, ftiould be fut- 
ficient -to anfwep- and cancel ajCl Exchequer-bills, to 
thd amouhtof millions feven hundred thoufand 
phunds. Anothet fupply w^s voted^fqr the pay- 
ment and f tedutSion of th? army,, including half- 
pay to fucli commiflion-officers as were natural -bprn 
iubje<Sls of Ehgland. They- granted one million 
four huhdred’ thoufand pounds, to make good defi- 
cienmes. .They.refolvecl, That the fum of two mil- 
lions three jjhndred and forty- eight thoufand one 
•hundred and two pounds was neceflary to pay o^ 
-asrearsji fubfiftenQ^, coildng.encies, •.general-oiBcers, 
l^mrds,^d! garrijfons i .of which, futp eight hundred 
oahd fiftyrii^e thobfanddyh'hUji]idr<!d apd twp -pounds 
•jtdnained Sn the hands of paym^ftcri Then they 
.itook-into nomideration th^e/iiiofidies due to fqreign 
ipowersi and the fums jowSgjtp contraiSldrs for bread 
-anft.-forafee.*..<Examining wthcr tl^e debts of ihfc 
< nation^ theyi found the general debt of the navy 
‘amotutted-to onft*pMlW tjlu'ee hundred apd ninety- 
two thoufand feven hundred and fovty-two pound}. 
‘ThalTof foe Orduautfc was equal' to ’two,ht>>ndred 
* and ‘four fooitfand ' one hundred and Sfifty-fevpi 
pounds. The tranfpoit dftht oopitii^dled for, the' re- 
fif> Ireland, andother Cervices, did. not fall 
-'fons}: uf-'Tour hundred arid -ilh^y-lix tbopfand 'four 
huddned 'an<r ninety-three pi^ndsi attd.foey owed 

'fthiei-and-forty^thctufeBd nme..tH}ndred a,nd tweaty- 
•pu|e.{l(»fbds, for quarteriogtahd tloatMng tlie army, 

which 
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which had been raifed by one adl of Parliament in chap. 
the year l677> and difbanded by another in the ^ . 
year 1 679 . As this enormous load of debt could 
not be difeharged at once, the Commons palled a 
number of votes for raifing futns of money, by which 
it was confiderably lightened ; and fettled the funds 
for thofe purpofes by the continuation of the land- 
tax, and other impofitions. With refpe(3: to the 
civil lift, it was raifed by a new fubfidy of tonnage 
and poundage, the hereditary and temporary excife* 
a weekly portion from the revenue of the poll olfice, 
the firll-fruits and tenths of the clergy, the fines in 
the alienation-office, and poft-fines, the revenue of 
the wine-licenfe, money ariling by Iheritfs, proffers, 
and' compofitions in the Exchequer, and ieissures, 
the income of the Duchy of Cornwall, the rents of 
all other Crown-lands in England or WaleSf and 
the duty of four and a half per cent, upon fpecie 
from Barbadoes and the Leeward-illands. The bill 
imported, That the overplus - ariling from thefe 
funds Ihould be accounted for to Parliament. Six 
hundred thoufand- pounds of this money was al- 
lotted for the purpofes of the civil lift; the reft 
was granted for the jointure of fifty thoufand pounds 
per' annum, to be paid to Queen Mary d’Eft^, 
according to the flipulation at Ryfwickj and to 
maintain a Court ifor the Duke of Gloucefter, fpn of 
the Princefa Anne of Denmark, now in the ninth 
year of his age; but the jointure was never paid j 
nor would the King allow above fifteen thoufand 
pounds per annum for the ufe of the Duke of Glou- 
'Csfter,- to whom Burnet, Billiop of Salilbury, was 
appointed preceptor. 

o'§ V. The Commons having djfcufied the Ways 
and Means for railing the fupplies of the enfuing 
'year, which rofe almoft to five milhons, took cog- 
'ni?anoe iof foroe fraudulent endorfements of Exche- 
quer-ibills, a fpecies of forgery which bad been 
*hy a coafcdcracy, confifting «f Charles 

Duncotnb, 
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BOOK Duncomb, Receiver-Generd of the Rxcife, Barth o-t 
^ , lomew Burton, who poflTeiled a place in that branch 

of the revenue, John Knight, Treafurer of the Cuf- 
toms, and Reginald Marriot, a Deputy-Teller of the 
Exchequer. This lafl. became evidence, and the 
proof turning out very ftrong and full, the Houfe 
refblved to make examples of the delinquents. Dun- 
comb and Knight, both meml^ers of Parliairienf, 
Burnet, were expelled, and committed to the Tower: Burton 
Kennet. ^vas fent to Newgate: and bills of pains and penalties 
Traru. were ordered to be brought in againft them. The firft, 
Burchet. levelled at Duncomb, pafled the Lower Houfe, 
though not without great oppofition : but was re- 
raL jedled in the Houfe of Lords by the majority of one 
Tmtial. voice. Duncomb, who was extremely rich, is faid 
Volwire. 'to have paid dear for his efcape. The other two 
bills met with the fame fate. The Peers difcharged 
Duncomb from his confinement: but he was re- 
committed by the Commons, and remained in cuf- 
tody till the end of the.feffion. While the Commons 
were employed on Ways and Means, fome of the 
members in the oppofition propofed, that one fourth 
part of the money arifing from improper granttiof 
the Crown fhould be appropriated to the fcrvice of 
the publick, but this was a very unpalatable expe- 
dient, as it afrcdled not only the Whigs of Ripg 
William's reign, but alfo the Tories who had been 
giatified by Charles II and his brother.. A., great 
number of petitions were piefei ted againfi; this roca- 
fure, and lo many dulicuUies raifed, that both pw- 
t'es agreed to lay h afide, In the.courfe of t^is 
iiiq i.ry, they tlilcovered that one Railtqh - held a 
.>iuitin truft for; Mr. Montagu, Chancellor .pf jfie 
T'.cchtquer. A motion, was immediately. rniwle^ t^t 
i.' ' . >uld withdraw } but p died in the negativq,]^ a 
gr. .,t majority. Far from profecuting -thi^imini&r, 
tl.i* I loufe voted it was their opinion. That. Mr. 
Montagu, for ins good lemces to "the Government* 
did delerve his Majelty's favour. 

& VL 
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^ Vr. Tins extraordinary vote was a fiire pre- c H A P. 
fage of fuccefs in the execntion of a Icheme which , 
Montagu had concerted againfl: the Eaft-Inclia com- AiTioiis. 
pany. They had been lounded about advancing a 
fum of money for the publick fervice, by way of 
loan, in confideration of a Parliamentary fettlemcnt ; 
and they offered to raife feven hundred thoufand 
pounds on that condition : but before they formed 
this refolution, another body of Merchants, under 
the aufpices of Montagu, offered to lend two mil- 
lions at eight per cent, provided they might be 

g utified witn an exclufive privilege of trading to the 
aft-Indies. This propofal was \cry well received 
by the majority in the Houfe of Commons. A bill 
for this purpofe was brought in, with additional 
claufes or regulation. A petition was prefented by 
the old company, reprefenting their rights and claims 
under fo many royal charters *, the regard dtie to the 
property of above a thoufand families interelled in the 
flock ; as alfo to the Company’s property in India, 
amovinting to forty-four thoufand pounds of yearly 
revenue. They alleged they had expended a mil- 
lion in fortifications : that during the war they had 
loll twelve great fhips, worth fifteen hundred tbou- 
■fand pounds: that lince the laft fubfeription they 
had contributed two hundred and ninety-five thou- 
fand pounds to the Cuftoras, with above eighty-five 
‘thouund pounds in taxes: that they had furnifhed 
fix thoufand barrels of gunpowder on a very prefHng 
occafion; and eighty thoufand pounds for the cir- 
culation of Exchequer-bills, at a very critical junc- 
ture, by defire of the Lords of the Treafury, n ho 
'owned that their compliance was a very important 
ftrvice to the Government. No regard being paid 
to their remonfirances, they undertook to raife the 
16 an of two millions, and immediately fubferibed 
' 'two-hundred thoufand pounds as the firft payment. 

The two propofals being compared and confidered 
'by the Jioufe, the majority declared for the bill, 

which 
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BOOK which was pafledj and fent up to the Houfe of 

^ Lords. There the old company, delivered another 

petition, and was heard by counfel ; neverthelefs, 
the bill made its way though not without oppoli- 
tion, and a formal proteilation by one-and-twenty 
Lords, who thought it was a hardfliip upon the prefent 
company; and doubted whether the feparate trade 
allowed in the bill, concurrent with a joint ftock, 
might not prove fuch an inconfiftency as would dif. 
courage the fubfcription. This a<£l, by which the 
old company was diliblved, in a great meafuce 
bladed the reputation of the Whigs, which had for 
fome time been on the decline with the people. 
They had flood up as advocates for a ftanding army j 
they now unjuftly fuperfeded the Eafl- India Com- 
pany : they were accufed ofhaving robbed the publick 
by embezzling the national treafure, and amaffing 
wealth by ufurious contrails, at the expence of their 
fellow-fubjedls, groaning under the moft oppreffive 
burthens. Certain it is, they were at this period 
the moft mercenary and corrupt undertakers that 
ever had been employed by any king or adminiftra- 
tion flnee the firft eftablilhment of the -Englifti mo- 
narchy. 

VII. The Commons now transferred'their atteh- 
' . tion to certain obje^s in which the people of Ireland 
were interefled. Colonel Michelborne, who had 
been joint Governor of Ldndonderry. with .Br, 
Walker, during the liege of that place,’ petition^ 
the Houfe in behalf of himfelf, his oliicers, and 
.diers, to whom a confiderable fum of money nsas 
, due for fublilience ; and ,tlie city itfelf implored the 
mediation of the Commons with his Majefly, ihat 
.its feryicfis and fpfterings might be taken- into: con- 
ftderation. The Houfe having examined 
tions contained in both petitioiu, • prrfeatedr .an 
addrefs to the king, recommending the citiaen,8i<?f 
Londonderry to his Majefty’s favour :■ djat/they 
might no longer remain a ruinous- fpc^fcaole' to all, *a 

fcorn 
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fcofn to their enemies, and a difcouragement to ch ap. 
well- aftedied fubjedls : they likewife declared, that ^ . 

the Governor and garrifon did deferve fomc fpecial 
maiks of royal favour, for a lading monument to 
pofterity. To this addrefs the King replied, that 
he would confider them, according to the drlire of 
the Commons. William Molincux, a gentleman 
of Dublin, having publithed a hook to prove that 
the kingdom of Ireland was independent of the Par- 
liament of England, the Houfe appointed a com- 
mittee to inquire into the caufe and natyre of this 
performance. An addrefs was voted to the King, 
dfifiring he would give dirediions for the difeov'Ty 
and punidiment of the author. Upon the report of 
the committee, the Commons in a body prolented 
an addrefs to his Majefty, reprefenting the dangerous 
attemps which had been lately made by fomc of hU 
•fubj.eifts-in Ireland, fo Ihake ofl' their luhjei'lion add 
dependence upon England : attempts whn.n appeared 
not only from the bold and pernicious aliii-t'ons 
contained in a book lately publUhed, but tivirc fully 
-and authentically by fome votes and proccechngs 
of the Commons in Ireland. Thele had, during 
their lafl. felEon, tranfmitted an act for the better 
-fecurityof bis Majefty’s perfon and government, 
jwhereby an Enghih aft of Parliament was pretended 
tobe re-enafted, with alterations obligatory on the 
courts of juttice and the great fcal of England. The 
Englifh Commons, therefore, befought his M<i)el>y 
'to give efieftual orders for preventing any fudi 
^encroachments for the future, and the pernicious con- 
-fibquences of what was part, by punifliing iliofc wlio 
ibad been guilty thereof : that be would take c.are to 
fee the laws which direft and refttpin the Parlbroi’iit 
-of Ireland punftually oblcrved, and difcourage evei^ 

-tiling which might have a tendency to Icllen ihe dc- 
-pendence of Ireland upon England. This rciiion- 
'itmtice Was gracioully received, and the King pro- 
mifed to comply with theit rcqutft. 

^ VIII. 
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^ VITI. The jcaloufy which the Commons enter- 
tained of the government in Ireland, animated them 
to take other meafurcs, that afeertained the fub- 
jedtion of that kingdom. Underftanding that the 
Iiifh had eftabliflied divers woollen manufadlorles) 
they, in another addrefs, intreated his Majefl-y to 
take meafures for difeouraging the woollen manu- 
fadtures in Ireland, as they interfered with thofe of 
England, and promote the linen manufadVure, which 
would be profitable to both nations. At the fame 
time, receiving information that the French had 
feduced fome Englilh manufadlurcrs, and fet up a 
great work for cloth-making in Picardy, they brought 
in a bill for explaining and better executing former 
adls for preventing the exportation of wool, fuller^- 
carth, and fcouring clay ; and this was immediately 
pafled into a law. A petition being prefented to the 
Houfe, by the luftring company, againft certain 
merchants who had fmuggled alamodes and luftrings 
from France, even during the war, the committee 
of trade was diredled to inquire into the allegations j 
and all the fecrets of this traffick were detedled. 
Upon the report the Houfe refolved, that the manu- 
fadlure of alamodes and luftrings fet up in England, 
had been beneficial to the kingdom ; tiiat there had 
been a defirudtive and illegal trade carried on during 
the war, for importing thefe commodities, by which 
the King had been defrauded of his cuftoms, and 
the Englifti manufacturers greatly difeouraged *. fhat, 
by the fmuggling veflels employed in ibis tradt, 
intelligence had been carried into France during the 
war, and the enemies of the government conveyed 
from juftice. Stephen Seignoret, Rhene, Baudoin, 
John Goodet, Nicholas Santini, Peter de Hearfe, 
John Pierce, John Dumaitre, and David Barreau, 
were impeached at the bar of the Houfe of Lords^; 
and pleading guilt}', the Lords impolefd fines upon 
them, according to their refpedlive circdmftances, 
^'hey were in the mean time committed to Nw- 
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gate, until tbofe fines fliould be paid ; and the Com- Cir ap. 
mons addrefled the King, that the money might be ^ 
appropriated to the maintenance of Greenwich-hof- 
pital. The Houfe having taken cognizance of this 
affair, and made ibme new regulations in the profe- 
cution of the African trade, prefented a folcmn ad- 
drefs to the King, reprelcnting the general dege- 
ncracy and corruption of the age, and befeeching 
his Majefty to command all his judges, jufiices, and 
magiltrates, to put the laws in execution againft 

E rofanenefs and immorality. The King protefled 
imfelf extremely well pleafed with this remonllrancc, 
promifed to give immediate diredlions for a refor- 
mation, and exprefled his defire that fome more 
eflctftual provifion might be made for fupprefling 
impious books, containing do6lrines againft the 
Trinity;- doctrines which abounded at this period, 
and took their origin from the licentiouihefs and pro- 
fligacy of the times. 

^ IX. In, the midft of fuch immorality, Dr. 
Thomas Bray, an adlive divine, foimed a plan for 
propagating the gofpel in foreign countries. Mif- 
fionaries, catechilms, liturgies, and other books for 
the inftrudlion of ignorant people, were fent to the 
Englifh colonies in America. This laudable defign 
was fupported by voluntary contribution; and the 
bill having been brought into the Houle of Com- 
mons, for the better difcovery of enate.s given to 
fuperftitious ufes, Dr. Bray prefcnied a petitioii, 
praying, that fome part of theie ellaies m>ght be fet 
apart for the propagation of the reforrac.! religion in 
Maryland, Virginia, and the Leeward- iflinds. About 
this period, a fociety for the reformation of manners 
was formed under the King’s Cduntenance and en- 
couragement. Confiflerablc colledtions were made 
for maintaining clergymen to read prayers at cer- 
tain hours in places of publick worlhip, and admi- 
piller the facraraent every Sunday. The members 
of this focicty relblved to inform the magifiiatcs of 
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BOOK all vice and immorality that fliould fall under their 
' , 1' cognizance j and with that part of the fines allowed 
by law to the informer conflitute a fund of charity. 
The bulinefs of the feflion being terminated, the 
King, on the third day of July, prorogued the Par- 
liament, after having thanked them, in a Ihort 
fpeecb, for the many tcftimonies of their affedlion 
he had received ; and in two days after the proro^- 
tion it was diflblved.’**= 

^ X. In the month of January, the Earl of Port- 
land had fet out on his embafly to France, where 
he was received with very particular marks of diftinc- 
tioD. He made a publick entry into Paris with fuch 
magnificence, as is faid to have aftonilhed the French 
nation. He interceded for the Proteftants in that 
kingdom, againll whom the perfecution had been 
renewed with redoubled violence : be propofed that; 
King James fhould be removed to Avignon, in which 
cafe his mafter would fupply him with an honour- 
able penfion ; but his remonflrances oft both fiib- 
jedts proved incffei^tual. Louis, however, in a pri- 
vate conference with him at Marli, is fuppofed to 
have communicated his projedl of the partition- 
treaty. The Earl of Portland, at his return to Eng- 
land, finding himfclf totally eclipfed in the King's 
favour, by Keppel, now created Earl of Albemarle, 
refigned his employments in difgufl. ; nor could the 
King’s foli citations prevail upon him to refume apy 
office in the houfehold; though he protnifed to fcrvo 
his Majefiy in any other fhape, and was foon em- 
ployed to negociate the treaty of partition. If, this 
nobleman mifcarried in the purpofes of his laft.etp- 
bafiy at the Court of Verfaiiles, the agents of Flrsince 
were equally unfiiccefsful in their endeavours to rfi- 
meve their commerce with England, which the- w4t 

* G'l thj fifth day of January, a fire bteaVtng out a? 

♦1 V « iht an‘les^nt**si of a laundress, the 'whole body of tfe’ 
tOjjfc’hu thfrrwiw p^ilhrv, counal-chumhcr, -and Aqvwal whoiaj 
ni;ap'irtu tnt^ were eutirqly conbuined j but die ban(fuettitig-h6\w 
Oik -wd. ^ 

had 
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had interrupted. Their Commiflary, fent over to chap. 
l^ofidon with powers to regulate the trade between , . 

the two nations, met with infuperable diiBeulties. 

The Parliament had burthened the French commo- 
dities with heavy duties, which were already-appro- • . 
printed to different ufes j and the channel of trade ^ 
was in many refpedls entirely altered. The Ejglilh ' 
merchants fupplied the nation with wines from Italy, 

Spain and Portugal; with linen from Holland and 
Silefia; and manufactures of paper, hats, Huffs, 
and lilks, had' been fet up and fuccefsfully carried 
on in England, by the French refugees. 

§ Xl. By this time a ferment had been raifed in 
Scotland, by the oppofftion and difeouragements 
their new company had fuftained. They bad em- 
ployed agents in England, Holland, and Hamburgh, 
to receive fubfcriptions. The adventurers in Eng- 
land were intimidated by the meafures which had 
been taken in Parliament againH the Scottiffi com- 
pany. The Dutch Eaft-India company took the 
alarm, and exerted all their intereft to prevent their 
countrymen from fubferibing ; and the King per- 
mitted his refident at Hamburgh to prefent a memo- 
rial againft the Scottilh company to the fenate of that 
city. That Parliament of Scotland being allcmblcd 
by the Earl of Marchmont as King’s CommilSoner, 
the company prefented it with a remonffrance, con- 
taining a detail of their grievances, ariffng from the 
condudl of the Englifh Houfe of Commons, as well 
as from the memorial prefented bv the King’s mini- 
ftei* at Hamburgh, in which he aiHually difovvned rhe 
aift of Parliament and letters patent which had palled 
in their favour, and threatened the inhabitants of 
that city with his Majefty’s refentnwnt, in cafe they 
Ihould join the Scots in their undertaking. They 
reprefented, that fuch inftanccs of interpofition had 
put a ftop to the fubfcriptions in England and Ham- 
Duigh, hurt the credit of the company, difeouraged 
the adventurers, and threatened the entire ruin of a 

3 dclign 
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^ the nation were deeply engaged. The Parliamei)it 
having taken their ca/e into coniideration, fent an 
addrcls to his Majefly, reprefepting the hardlhips to 
which the company had been expofed, explaining 
how far the nation in general was conceined in the 
defign, and intreating that he would take fuch mea- 
fures as might efFedlually vindicate the undoubted 
rights and privileges of the company. This addrels 
was feconded hy a petition from the companjr itfelf, 
praying, that ms Majefly would give fome intima- 
tion to the fenate of Hamburgh, permitting the in- 
habitants of that city tci renew the fubferiptions thejr 
had withdrawn: that, as a gracious mark of his 
royal favour to the company, he would beftow 
upon them two fmall frigates, then lying ufelefs in 
the harbour of Burntilland } and that, in confider- 
ation of the obftrudlions they had' ehcountered, be 
would continue their privileges and immunities for 
fuch longer time as fhould feem reafonable to His 
Majefly. Though the Commiffioner was wholly de- 
voted to the King, who had adlually refolved to ruin 
this company, he could not appeafe the refentment 
of the nation ; and the heats m Parlianlent became 
fo violent, that he was obliged to adjourn it to the 
'fifth diy of November. In this interval, the direc- 
tors of the companj", underftandiog fi'om their agent 
at Hamburgh, that the addrefs of the Parliameirt, 
and their own petition, had protfuced no effofl in 
their favour ; they wrote a letter of complaint to the 
'Lord ' Seafield, Secretary of State, obferving, _lhat 
they had received rqieated afllirances of the King’s 
having given orders to hia refident at* Hamburgh 
touching their memorial; and'inn'eating'the mter- 
pofltion of his Lordlhip, that jiiflicc might be Hone 
to the company. The Secretary, in his anfwcr, pro- 
mifed to take tlie ilifl convenient opportunity of fe- 
prefenting the affair to bis Majefly j but he faid'tbis 
could, not be immediately expeaed, as th6' King 

was 
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was much engaged in the affairs of the Engl j(h Par- chap. 
liament. This declaration the direftors confidered, ''i. 
as it really was, a mere evalion, which helped 
alienate the minds of that people from the King’s 
perfon and government. 

^ XII. King William at this time revolved in his 
own mind a project of far greater confequencc to 
the intereflf of Europe ; namely, that of fettling the 
fucceffion to the throne of Spain, which in a little 
time would be vacated by the death of Charles If. 
whofe conftitution was already ejthaufled. He had 
been lately reduced to extremity, and his lituation 
was no fooner known in France, than Louis de- 
tached a fquadron towards Cadiz, with orders to 
intercept the plate-fleet,, in cafe the King cf Spain 
fhould die before its arrival. William fent .mother 
fleet to protecJl the galleons; but it arrived too late 
for that fervice, and the nation loudly «xclaimcd 
againll: the tardincla of. the equipment. Ilis Catho- 
lick Majefiy recovered from his diforder, contrary 
to the expe£tatlon of his people; but continued in 
fuch an enfeebled and precarious flate of health, 
that a relapfe was every moment apprehended. Ih 
the latter end of July, King William embarked for 
Holland, on pretence of enjoying a recefs from 
bufinefs, which was neceflary to his conftitution. 

He was glad of an opportunity to withdraw himfelf 
for fome time from a kingdom in which he had been 
expofed to fuch oppofltion and chagrin. But the 
real motive of his voyage was a dclign of treating 
jvith the French King, remote from the obfervation 
q£ thofe who might have penetrated into the nature 
bf his negociation. He had appointed a Regency 
TO govern the kingdom in his abfence, and, as one of 
the number, nominated the Earl *of Marlborough, 
who had regained his favour, and been conftituted 
Governor of the Duke of Gloucefter. At Ins Ma- 
jefty’s departure, fealed ordei's were left with the 
miniftry, direii^ing, that fixtccn thoufand nica fttould 
. be 
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^ * • of the Commons, by vhicb the flandmg army was 
1^7 limited to ten thoufand. lie alleged, that the ap- 
prehenfion of troubles which might arife at the death 
oi King Charles, induced him to tranfgrefs this 
limitation; and he hoped that the new Parliament 
would be more favourable. His enemies, however, 
made a frefti handle of this ftep, to depreciate his 
charadlcr in the eyes of the people. 

^ XIII. Having allifted at the aflembly of the 
States-General, and given audience to divers Am- 
ballitdors at the Hague, he repaired to his houfe at 
Loo, attended by the Earls of Efllex, Portland, and 
Selkirk. There he was vifited by Count Tallard, 
the French minifler, who had inftrudtions to nego- 
ciate the treaty concerning the Spanifli fuccefiion. 
The Earl of Portland, by his Majefty’s order, had 
communicated to Secretary Vernon the principal 
conditions which the French King propofed: he 
himfelf wrote a letter to Lord Chancellor Somers, 
defiring his advice with regard to the propofitions, 
and full powers under the great feal, with blanks to 
filled, up occafionally, that he might immediately 
begin the treaty with Count Tallard, At the fame 
time, he ftridlly enjoined fecrecy. The purport of 
Poitland’s letter was imparted to the Du^e of 
Shrewfbury and Mr. Montagu, who confulted with 
the Chancellor and Vernon upon the fubjedl ; and 
the Chancellor wrote an anfwer to the King, as the 
iffue of their joint deliberation ; but, before it reached 
his Majefty, the firfi treaty of partition was figned 
fay the Earl of Poitland and Sir Jofeph Williamfon, 
The contradling powers agreed, ‘That, in cafe thO 
King of Spain mould die without iflue, the kingdom 
of Naples and Sicily, with the places depending op 
the Spanifli monarchy, and fituated on the coaft 
Tufeany, or the adjacent iflands, the marquifate of 
Final, the province of Guipufcoa, all places on the 
French fide of the Pyrenees, or the otner mountains 

of 
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of Navaire, Alva, or BiCcay, on the other fide of chap. 
the province of Guipufcoa, with all the flhipsj vcf- ^ , 

fels, and flores, fhould devolve upon the Dauphin, 
in confideration of his right to the Crown of Spain, 
which, with all its other dependencies, fiiould de- 
feend to the Eledloral-Prince of Bavaria, under the 
guardianflhip of his father Tliat the duchy of Milan 
fliould be fettled on the Emperofs fecond fon, the 
Archduke Charles : That this treaty fliould be com- 
municated to the Emperor and the Eledlor of Bava- 
ria by the King of England and the States-General .* 

That if either fliould refufe to agree to this partition, 
his proportion fhould remain" in fequeftraiion, until 
the difpute could be accommodated ; That in cafe 
the Eledoral Ptirtee of BaVaria fliould die before his 
father, then thd Eledlof and 'his other heirs fliould 
fucceed Kim in thofe dominions ; and, fhould the 
Archduke rejedl the duchy of Milan, they agreed 
that it fhould be fequeftered, and governed by the 
Prince of Vaudemont, It may be neceflaty to ob- 
ferve, that Philip IV. father to the prefent King of 
Spain, had fettled his Crown by w'ill on the Empe- 
ror’s children ; that the Dauphin was fon to Maria- 
Therefa, daughter of the fame monarch, whofe right 
to the fucceffion Louis'had renounced in the moft 
folemn* manner: as for the Eledloral Prince of Ba- 
varia, he was grandfon to a daughter of Spain. This 
treaty of partition was ohe of the mo^ impudent 
fehemes of encroachment that tyranny and injuftice 
ever planned. Louis, who had made a pradice of 
facrificing all ties of honour and good faith to the 
intereft of his pride, vanity, and ambition, forefaw 
that he fliould never be able to accomplifli his dc- 
figtts upon the Crown of Spain, wshile William was 
left at liberty to form another confederacy againft 
fhefn. lie therefore refolvcd to amufe him with a 
flftaty, in which he fhould feem to act as umpire in 
th^ concerns of Europe. He knew that William 
was too much of a politician to be refiridted by 
r. A A notions 
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i- no fcmple to infringe the laws of particular coun- 
tries, or even the rights of a lingle nation, when 
the balance of power was at flake. He judged 
right in this particular. The King of England lent 
a willing ear to his propofals, and engaged in a 
plan for difmembering a kingdom, in delpite of the 
natives, and in violation of every law human or 
divine. 

& XIV. While the French King cajoled William 
with this negociation, the Marquis d’Harcourt, his 
Ambaflador 'to Spain, was engaged in a game of a 
different nature at Madrid. The Queen of Spain, 
fufpedling the defigns of France, exerted all her 
interefl in behalf of the King of the Romans, to 
whom file was nearly related. She new-modelled 
the council, beftowed the government of Milan on 
Prince Vaudemont, and eflabliflied the Prince of 
Hefle cl’Armftadt as Viceroy of Catalonia. Not- 
withflanding all her efforts, fhe could not prevent the 
French miniller from acquiring fome influence in 
the Spanifli councils. He was inflru^led to pro- 
cure the fuccefflon of the Crown for one of the 
Dauphin’s fons, or at lead to hinder it from de- 
volving upon the Emperor’s children. With a view 
to give weight to his negociations, the -French 
King ordered an army of fixty thoufand men to 
advance towards the frontiers of Catalonia and 
Navarre, while a great number of flflps and gallies 
cruiled along the coafl, and entered the hai hours 
of Spain. Harcourt immediately began to form 
his party ; be reprefented that Philip JV. had no 
power to difpofe of his Crown againft the laws of 
nature and the cpnftitution of the realm : that, by 
the order of fucceflion, the Crown ought to de- 
scend to flic children of his daughter, in preference 
to more diflant relations: that, if the Spaniards 
would declare in favour of the Dauphin’s fecond 
I'on, the Duke of Anjou, they might train him up 

in 
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in the manners and cnfloms of their country. When c li A P. 
he found thcmi averfe to this propofal, he affiired ^ 
them his mailer would approve of the Eledloral 
Prince of Bavaria, rather than confent to the fuc- 
ceflion’s devolving upon a fon of the Emperor. 

Nay, he hinted, that if they would choofe a fove- 
rcigii among themfelves, they miglit depend upon 
the protedlion of his moil Chrifiian Majefly, who 
had no other view than that of pre.vcnting tlie 
Houfe of Auftria from becoming too formidable to 
the liberties of Europe. The Queen of Spain hav- 
ing difeovered the intrigues of this minidcr, con- 
veyed the King to Toledo, on pretence that the air 
of Madrid was prejudicial to liis health. Har- 
court immediately took the alarm. He fuppofed 
her intention was to prevail upon her hufband, in 
his Iblitude, to confirm the lafi will of his father; 
and bis doubts rverc all removed, when he under- 
ftood that the Count dc Ilarracb, the Imperial Am- 
baflador, had privately repaired to Toledo. He 
forthwith took the fame road, pretending to have 
received a memorial from bis mailer, with a poll- 
tive order to deliver it into the King's own hand. 

He was given to underftand, that the management 
of foreign affairs had been left to the care of Car- 
dinal Corduba at Madrid, and that the King’s 
health would not permit him to attend bulinels. 

The purport of the memorial was, an ofter of 
French forces to aflifr In raifing the fiege of Ceuta 
in Barbary, which the Moors had lately underta- 
ken ; b\:t this oiler was civilly declined. Ihircourt, 
not yetdifcoLiragod, redoubled his efllirts at Madrid, 
and found means to engage Cardinal Portocarrero 
in the intcreds of his mailer. In the mean time 
Louis concluded an alliance with Swctlen, under the 
pretext of preferving and fecuring the common 
peace, by fuch means as fliould be adjm'ged m<tft 
proper and convenient. During thef: tjanfaf'.di'n'i. 
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King William was not wanting in his endeavours to' 
terminate the war in Hungary, which had raged fif- 
teen years without intirmiffidn. About the middle 
of Auguft, Lord Paget and Mr. Colliers, Ambafla- 
dors from England and Holland, arrived in the 
Turkifh camp near Belgrade ; and a conference be- 
ing opened under their mediation, the peace of 
Carlowitz was ligned on the twenty-fixth day of 
January. By this treaty, the Emperor remained in 
poflelTion of all his conquefls ; Caminieck was re- 
ilored to the Poles ; all the Morea, with feveral 
fortrefles in Dalmatia, were ceded to the Vene- 
tians; and the Czar of Mufeovy retained Azoph 
during a truce of two years ; fo that the Turks, by 
this pacification, loft great part of their European 
dominions. The (Cardinal Primate of Poland, who 
had ftrenuoufly adhered to the Prince of Conti, was 
prevailed upon to acknowledge Augiiftus ; and the 
commotions in Lithuania being appeafed, peace was 
efiablifhed through all Chriftendom. 

^ XV. In the beginning of December the King 
arrived in England, where a new Parliament had 
been chofen, and prorogued on account of bis Ma- 
jefty’s abfence, which was prolonged by contrary 
winds and tempeftuous weather. His miniftry had 
been at very little pains to influence the elections, 
which generally fell upon men of Revolution- 
principles, though they do not feem to have been 
much devoted to the perfon of their fovereign; 
yet their choice of Sir Thomas Lyttelton for Speaker 
leemed to prefage a feflton favourable to the rainif- 
try. The two Houfes being convened on the fixth 
day of December, the King in his fpeech, obferved. 
That the fafety,*^ honour, and happinefs of the 
kingdom would in a great meaftire depend upon 
the ftrength which they fliould think proper to main- 
tain by fea and land. He defired they would make 
&me further progrefs in difeharging the national 

debt; 
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debt; contrive effectual expedients for employing c HAP, 
the poor ; pafs good bills for the advancement of , ^ 

trade, and the difcouragement of profanenefs : and 
a(^ vvith unanimity and difpatch. The Commons 
of this new Parliament were fo irritated at the 
King’s prefuming to maintain a greater number of 
troops than their prcdeceflbrs had voted, that they 
refolved he fliould feel the weight of their difplca- 
fure. They omitted the common compliment of 
an addrefs: they refolved that all the forces of 
England, in Englifh pay, exceeding feven thou- 
fand men, fhould be forthwith difoanded ; and alfo 
iholb in Ireland, exceeding twelve thoufand; and that 
thofe retained iliould be his Majefty’s natural born 
fubjedls, A bill was brought in on thefe refolutioos, 
and profecuted with peculiar eagernefs, to the un- 
fpeafcable mortificarion of King William, who was 
not only extremely fenfible of the affront, but alfo 
particularly chagrined to fee himfelf difabled from 
maintaining his Dutch guards, and the regiments 
of French refugees, to which he was uncommonly 
attached. Before the meeting of the Parliament, 
the miniftry gave him to underftand, that they 
fliould be able to procure a vote for ten or twelve 
thoufand; but they would not undertake for a greater 
number. He prolefled himfelf diflatisfied with the 
propofal, obferving, that they might as well difband 
the whole, as leave fo few. The minifl-ers would not 
run the rifque of lofing all their credit, by propofing 
a greater number; and, having received no direc- 
tions on this fubjedl, fat filent when it was debated 
in the Houfe of Commons. 

^ XVI. Such was the indignation of William, 
kindled by tins condu^l of his m'yiiftry and his par- 
liament, that he threatened to abandon the Govern- 
ment i and had actually penned a fpecch to be pro- 
nounced to both Houfes on that occalion : but he 
was diverted from this purpofe by his tiiiniftry and 
confidents, and refolved to pafs the bill by which 
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^ , it was ready for the royal aflenl, he went to the 

Houle of Peers, where having font for the Com- 
mons, he told them, that although he might think 
liiinfelf unkindly iiicd, in being deprived of his 
guards, which had conflantly attended him in all 
his adlions: yet, as he believed nothing could be 
more fatal to the nation than any diftruft or jea- 
loufy between him and his Parliament, he was come 
to pafs the bill, according to their defire. At the 
fame time, for his own juftification, and in dif. 
charge of the truft repofed in him, he declared, that 
in his own judgment the nation was left too much 
expofed : and that it was incumbent upon them to 
provide fuch a ftrength as might be neceflary for the 
fafety of the kingdom. They thanked him, in an 
addrefs, for this undeniable proof of his readinefs to 
comply with the defircs of his Parliament. They 
alTured him, he Ihould never have reafon to think 
the Commons were undutiful or unkind ; for they 
would, on all occafions, -ftand by, and afiifi:, him 
in the prefer vaiion of his facred perfon, and in the 
fupport of his Government, againfl all his enemies 
wnatfoever. The Lords prefented an addrefs to 
the fame cfFc(?l ; and the King allured both Houfes, 
he entertained no doubts of their loyalty and affec- 
tion. He forthwith ifiiiccl orders for reducing 
the army to the number of feven thoufand men, to 
be maintained in England under the name of guards 
and garrifons ; and, hoping the hearts of the Com- 
mons were now mollified, he made another effort 
in favour of his Dutch guards, whom he coiild 
not difmifs withimt the motf fenfible regret. Lord 
Hanelagh was fent with a written mefliige to the 
Commons, giving' them to underlland, that the 
neceflary preparations were made for tranfporting 
the guards who came with him into England, and 
that they Ihould embark immediately, unlcfs out 
of confideration to him, the Houfe ihould be dif- 
Q poiStl 
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pofcd to find a way for continuing them longer in C'ii A p. 
the fervicc ; a favour which his Majefly would take , ^ 

very kindly. The Commons, infiead of comply- 
ing willi his inclination, prefented an addrefs, in 
wmch they profdfed unlpeakable grief, that lie 
Ihould propofe any thing to which they could not 
confent with due regard to the conftitution, which 
he had come over to refiore, and fo often liaxardcd 
his royal perfon to preferve. They reminded him 
of the declaration, in which he had promifed that 
all the foreign forces ftioulcl be fent out of the 
kingdom. They obferved, that nothing conduced 
more to the happinefs and welfare of the nation, 
than an entire confidence between the King and 
people, which could no way be fo firmly cllablilh(d 
as by entrufting his facred perfon with his own iub- 
jedls, w'ho had fo eminently fignalized themfelves 
during tlie late long and expenfive ivar. They re- 
ceived a foothing anfwer to this addrefs, but re- 
mained firm to their purpofe, in which the King 
was fain to acquiefee ; and the Dutch guards were 
tranfported to Holland. At a time when they de- 
clared themfelves fo vvell pleafed with their Deliveicr, 
fuch an oppofition, in an affair of very little confe- 
quence, favoured more of clownifh obftinacy than 
of patriotifm. In the midft of all their profeffions 
of regard, they entertained a national ]jrejudice 
againft hlmfelf, and all the foreigners in his lervice. 

Even in the iloufe of Commons his perfon was 
treated with great difrefpedt in virulent infinuations. 

They fuggefted that he neither loved nor tniftcd 
the Enghfh nation: that he treated the nalhes 
with the moft difagrceable referve; and chcife his 
confidents from the nunihcr of ^liangcri that fur- 
roiincled him : that, after every lefliou of i'adia- 
ment, he retired from the kingdom, to cn|Oy an in- 
dvfient and inglorious privacy with a few iavountes. 

I’hefe fuggellions were certainly true. Uo was 
extremely tlifguflcd with the Englifli, whom he 

cor.fidcred 
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. , and he took no pains to difeuife his fcntiments. 
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and he took no pains to di^uife his fcntiments. 

^ XVII. The Commons having efFe<fled a dilTo- 
lution of the army, voted fifteen thoufand feamcn, 
and a proportionable fleet, for the fecurity of the 
kingdom: they granted one million four hundred 
and eighty-four thoufand fifteen pounds, for the fer- 
vices of the year, to be raifed by a tax of three 
fliillings in the pound upon lands, perfonal eftates, 
penfions, and offices. A great number of priefts 
and Roman Catholicks, who had been frighted away 
by the Revolution, were now encouraged by the 
treaty of Ryfwick, to return, and appeared in all 
publick places of London and Weftminfter, with re- 
markable effrontery. The enemies of the govern- 
ment whifpered about, that the treaty contained a 
fecret article in favour of thofe who profefled that 
religion ; and fome did not even fcruple to infinuate, 
that William was a papift in his heart. The Com- 
mons, alarmed at the number and infolence of ihofo 
religionifts, defired the King, in an addrefs, to re- 
move by proclamation all Papifts and Nonjurors 
from the city of London and parts adjacent, and put 
the laws in execution againft them, that the wicked 
defigns they were always hatching might be effec- 
tually difappointed. The Ring gratified them in 
their requeft of a proclamation, which was not much 
regarded : but a remakable law was enabled againft 
Papifts in the courfe of the enfuing fefiion. The 
old Eaft-India Company, about this period, peti- 
tioned the Lower Houfe, to make fome provifion 
that their corporation might fubfift for the refidue 
of the term of twenty-one years, granted by his Ma- 
jefty’s charter ; th^it the payment of the five pounds 
per cent, by the late adl for fettling the trade to the 
Eaft-Indies, might be fettled and adjufted in fuch a 
manner, as not to remain a burthen on the peti- 
tioners 5 and that fuch fiirther confiderations might 
be had for their relief, and for the prefervation of 
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the Eaft-India trade, as Oiould be thought rea-CHAp, 
fonable. A bill was brought in upon the fubjedl of 
this petition ; but reje(Jled at the fecund reading. 
Difcontents had rifen to fuch a height, that fome 
members began, .to aflert, they were not bound to Burnet, 
maintain the votes and credit of the former I’arlia-j^®“"®‘' 
ment; and, upon this maxim, would have contri-staw 
bated their interefi: towards a repeal of the acl madeTracw. 
in favour of the new company; but fuch a fchemejj|j^^‘ 
was of too dangerous confcqiicncc to the publick 
credit, to be carried into execution. 

§ XVIII. ‘ That fpirit of peeviftmefs which could 
not be gratified with this facrifice, produced an in- 
quiry into the management of naval affairs, which 
was aimed at the Earl of Orford, a nobleman whofc 
power gave umbrage, and whofe wcaltii excited 
envy. He officiated both as Treafurer of the Navy, 
and Lord Commiffioner of the Admiralty, and 
feemed to have forgot the fpbere from which he 
had rifen to title and office. The Commons drcw.Va. 1699, 
up an addrefs, complaining of fome unimportant 
articles of mifmanagement in the conduct of the 
Navy ; and the Earl was wife enough to avoid further 
profecution, by refigning bis employments. On the 
fourth day of May the King clofcd the feffion, with 
a fhort fpeech, hinting diflatisfailion at their having 
nygle£led to confider fome points which he had re- 
commended to their attention ; and the Parliament 
was prorogued to the firfl. of June"^. In a little 
time after this prorogation, his Majefly appointed a 


* About the Utter tncl of March, lhel5cirl of Warwick ard Lord 
Mohutv N\eTe tried tUc la \W^tnuaster-haIh far the uuird<*c 
of Captain liicUard C'uott, u ho had been killed m a itudniQ;ht com- 
but of three on each ikIc. Waiwiek waj found guilty of luaublaagh- 
ter, and Mohun uc<|iutted. 

ViJIerh, lUrl of Josey, who had been sent Ambass.idor to Franct, 
was appointed Secretary of State, in the room of the Duke of 
burvt This nobleman wa"* created Loid Chamberlain ; thelRarl of 
Manchester wa^ sent Ambassador extraordinary to France ; the lUrl 
of Pembroke was declared liOrd- President of the Council 5 and Lord 
Viscount Lonsdale Keeper of tho Privy SwL 

Regency; 
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Regency’*'; and on the fecond day of June embarked 
for Holland. 

§ XIX. In Ireland nothing of moment was tranf- 
aAed. I'hc Parliament of that kingdom p.aflcd an 
adl for railing one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds on lands, tenements, and hereditaments, to 
defray the expence of maintaining twelve thoufand 
men, who had been voted by the Commons of Eng- 
land: then the aliembly was prorogued. A new 
conimilHon afterwards arrived at Dublin, confti- 
tuling the Duke of Holton, the Earls of Berkeley 
and Galway, Lords-Julliccs of Ireland. The cla- 
mour in Scotland increafed again ft the miniftry, who 
had difowned their company, and in a great meafure 
defeated the delign from which they had promifed 
tliemfelves fuch heaps of treafuve. Notwithftanding 
the difeouragements to which their company had 
been expofod, they fitted otit two of four large fhips 
which had been btlilt at Hamburgh for their fervice. 
Thefe were laden with a cargo for traffick, with 
fome artillery and military flores ; and the adven- 
turers embarking, to the ntimber of twelve hundred,, 
they {.tiled from the Frith of Edinburgh, with fome 
tenders, on the feventeenth day of July in the pre- 
ceding year. At Madeira they took in a fupply of 
wine, and then Itecred to Crab-Ifland in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. Thomas, h'ing between Santa-Cruz 
and Porto- liico. Their defign was to take pofleffion 
of this little ifland; but, when they entered the 
road, they faw a large tent pitched upon the ftrand, 
and the Daniflt colours flying. Finding themfelves 
anticipated in this quarter, they diredted their courfe 
to the coall of Darien, where they treated with the 
natives for the ‘eftablillurent of their colony, and 
taking polIcfEon of the ground, to which they gave 


^ of xW -Chancellor^ ihoLoul-Preaulent, the Loul 

Piivy-Spal, the L»Ji<I«Srcwnrcl of the Household, ihc Rurl of 
wAtcr, Fii* L Couuni?sioner of dit* Admiialty, the Eail pf Marlbo- 
rough, tha iiAii of Jersey, and 
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llie name of Caledonia, began to execute their plan cil ap. 
of evtd-ting a town under the appellation of New 
i'dinhurgh, by the direiSllon of their Council, con- 
filling of Patterfon the projedlor, and fir. other di- 
ri.elo'rs. They had no fooner completed their fettlc- 
inent, than they wrote a Icitcr to the King, contain- 
ing a detail of their proceedings. They pretended 
tlily had received undoubted intelligence, that the 
I'Vcnch intended to make a fettknent on that coall 5 ' 
and that their colony would be tin* means of pre- 
venting the evil confcquciices which might arilc to 
his Majclly’s kingdom and dominions from the exe- 
cution of fuch a fchcnie. They acknowledged his 
goodnefs in granting thofc privileges by which their 
company was efiabliihcd : they implored the conti- 
nuance of his royal favour and protection, as th'^y 
had punctually adhered to the conditions of the act 
of Parliament, and the patent they had oblaiaed. 

§ XX. By this time, however, the King was rc-’ 
folved to criifli them efi’^Ctually. C-Je undcrliood 
that the greater part of their provifions liad been 
cotifurued before (hey fet fail from bcotlsiid, and 
forefaw that the)’ mull Le reduced to a flar’, ij.g con- 
dition, if not fupplied from the Englillt colonics. 

That they might be debarred of all fuch afliilance, 
he fent ortlers to the Governors of Jamaica, and the 
uilier Englilh fettlements in America, to iflue pro- 
clamations, prohibiting, under the fevereft penalties, 
all his M.ajtlly’s fubjeCis from holding any cor- 
lefpundence with the Scottifli colony, or afiilling it 
in any Ihape, with arms, ammimition, or provifion; 
on pictencc that they had not communicated their 
defi^m to his JMaiefty, but had peopled iXuicn, in 
viol’Uion of the peace liibblling between him and 
his Allies, 'J'heii colony was, doi'tbtlefs, a very dan- 
gerous encroachment upon the bpani'.rds as it would 
have commaiidod the pafuigc between Porto-Bello 
anel Piauama, and divided the Spanifh empire in 
Aaierica. The Prcncli King complained of tha 
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I with a fleet to diflodge the interlopers. Colonna, 
Marquis de Canales, the Spanifh Ambaflador at the 
Court of London, prefented a memorial to King 
William, remonflrating againft the fettlement of this 
colony, as a mark of difregard, and a breach of the 
alliance between the two Crowns ; and declaring, 
that his matter would take proper meafures againft 
fuch hoftilities. The Scots affirmed, that the natives 
of Darien were a free people, whom the Spaniards 
bad in vain attempted to fubdue : that, therefore, 
they had an original and incontrovertible right to 
difpofe of their own lands, part of which the Com- 
pany had purchafed for a valuable confideration. 
But there was another caufe more powerful than the 
remonftrances of the Spanifh Court, to which this 
colony fell a facrifice ; and that was, the jcaloufy of 
the Englifh traders and planters. Darien was faid 
to be a country abounding with gold, which would 
in a little time enrich the adventurers. The Scots 
were known to be an enterpriaing and pertinacious 
people ; and their harbour near Golden-lfland wait 
already declared a free port. The Englifh appre- 
hended that their planters would be allured into this 
new colony, by the double profpedl of finding gold, 
and plundering the Spaniards : that the buccaneers 
in particular would choofe it as their chief refidence t 
that the plantations of England would be deferted : 
that Darien would become another Algiers ; and that 
the fettlement would produce a ruptitre with Spain, 
in confequence of which the Englifh effects in that 
kingdom, would be confifeated. The Dutch, too, 
are faid to have been jealous of a Company, which 
in time might have proved their competitors in the 
illicit commerce to tne Spanifh Main j and to have 
hardened the King’s heart againft the new fettlers, 
whom he abandoned to their fate, notwithttanding 
the repeated petitions and remonftrances of their 
conilituents, .J'amine compelled the firft adventurers 

to 
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to quit the coafl: ; a fecond recrtiit of men and pro- CHAP, 
vifions was fent thither from Scotland : but, one of VI. 
their fhips, laden with provifion, being burnt by 
accident, they likewife delerted the place ; another re- 
enforcement arrived, and being better provided than 
the two former, might have maintained their foot- 
ing ; but they were foon divided into fadlions that 
rendered all their fchemes abortive. The Spaniards 
advanced againft them; when, finding themfelves 
incapable of withflanding the enemy, mey folicited 
a capitulation, by virtue of which they were permit- 
ted to retire. Thus vanifhed all the golden dreams 
of the Scottifh nation, which had engaged in this 
defign with incredible eagernefs, and even embarked 
a greater fum of money than ever they had advanced 
upon any other occafion. They were now not only 
difappointed in their expeftations of wealth and 
afSuence, but a great number of femilies were abfo- 
lutely ruined by the mifearriage of the defign, which 
they imputed folely to the condudl of King William, 

The whole kingdom of Scotland feemed to join in 
the clamour that was raifed againft their Sovereign, 
taxed him with double-dealing, inhumanity, and bafe 
ingratitude, to a people who had laviflied their trea- 
fure and beft blood in fupport of his government, 
and in the gratification of his ambition; and had 
their power been equal to their animofity, in all pro- 
bability a rebellion would have enfaed. 

§ XXI. William, mean while, enjoyed himfelf 
at Loo, where he was vifited by the Duke of Zell, 
with whom he had long cultivated an intimacy of 
friendfhip. During his refidence in this place, the 
Earl of Portland and the Grand Penfionary of Hol- 
land frequently conferred with the. French Ambafla- 
dor, Count Tallard, upon the fabjeift of the Spanifh 
fucceliion. The firft plan of the partition being de- 
feated by the death of the young Prince of Bavaria, 
they found it neceflary to concert another, and began 
a private negociation for tliat purpofe. The Court 

of 
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. remonftrance to Mr. Stanhope, the Englifli miniAcr 
at Madrid, expreffinj their refentment at this un- 
precedented method of proceeding, and defiring that 
a ftop might be put to thofe intrigues, feeing the 
King of Spain would of himfelf take the neceflary 
fleps for preferving the publick tranquillity, in cafe 
he fhould die without heirs of his body. A re- 
prefentation of the fame kind was made to the 
minifters of France and Holland: the Marquis de 
Canales, the Spaiiiflt Ambafiador at London, deli- 
vered a memorial to the Lords- Juftices, couched in 
the mod virulent terms, againd this tranfadion, and 
even appealing from the King to the Parliament. 
This Spaniard was pleafed with an opportunity to 
infult King William, v;ho hated his perfon, and had 
forbid him the Court, on account of Ins appearing 
covered in his Mrjedy’s prefence. The Regency had 
no foonLi' communicated this paper to the King, thaa 
he ordered the Ambafiador to quit the kingdom in 
eighteen days, and to remain within his own houfc 
till the time of his dcpariure. He was likewife given 
to underlland, that no writing would be received 
from him or any of his domedicks. Mr. Stanhope 
was diredled to complain at Madrid of the affront 
offered to hi i Maftev, which he diled an infolent and 
faucy attempt to fiir up fedition in the kingdom, by 
appealing to the People and Parliament of England 
againft his hJajedy. The Court of Spain juflified 
what tlidr miniticr had done, and in their turn or- 
dered Mr. Stanhope to leave tlicjr dominions. Don 
Bernardo Jc Cduiros, the Spanidi Ambafiador in Hol- 
land, prepared a mcmonal on the fame fubjcdl, to 
the States-GcncrM,!"; which, however, they refufed to 
accept. Thcic remundvances did not interrupt the 
negociation. in which Louis was (o eager, that he 
complained of William, as if he had not employed 
bis whole iniluence in prevailing upon the Dutch to 
fignify their acccfiiou to the articles agreed upon by 

France 
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France and England : but Ills Erltannick MajeftyciiAP, 
found means to remove iliis jcaloufy. ^'L 

§ XXII. About the middle of Odober, William 
returned to England, and conferred upon the Duke 
of Shrewlbury the oirice' of ClumbcrLin, vacant 
■fince the refignation of Sunderland. Air. Montagu 
at the fame period refigned his feat at the '‘rrci'fuj y- 
board, together vviih the cliancellorftiip of the 
chequers either forefeeing uncommon difliculty in 
managing a Houfc of Commons, after they bad 
been dilmifletl in ill-humour, or drciiding the iii- 
terclt of iiis enemies, who might procure a vote that 
his two places were inroufi/ient. The King opened 
the feffion of Parliament, on tlie llxtcenih day of 
November, with a long fpeecli, atWlfing a further 
provifion for the fafety of the kingdom by fea and 
land, as well as the repairs of fliips and fortifications; 
exhorting the Commons to make good the de- 
ficiencies of thefunds, difehargethe debts of tlic nation, 
and provide the neceflliry fupplics. He recommended 
fome good bill for the more effcelual preventing 
and punifliing unlawful and clandeftine trading ; and 
exprcfled a defire, that fbme method Ihould be 
taken for employing the poor, which were become 
a burthen to the kingdom. He aflUred them, his 
refoliitions were to countenance virtue and difeou- 
rage vice : and that he would decline no difiiculties 
and clangers, where the welfare and profpciity of 
the nation might be concerned. He concluded 
with thefe words: “Since then, our aims arc only 
“ for the general good, let us act with confidence ip 
*• one another; which will not i'A], wirli God’s 
“ blefling, to make me a happy King, .'ud you a 
great and tlouridiing people.’! — ^Thc C...nmuns 
were now become wanton in their difgiilt. Tliough 
they had received no real provocation, they rcfolvul 
to mortify him witli their proceedings. 'J’hey ::f- 
ledted to put odious interpretatiems on the ceiy 
harmlefs expreflion of, “ Let us act witii confidence 
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^ , according to the ufual cuftom, they prefenied a fullen 

remonfl-rance, complaining that a jealouly and dif- 
guft had been raifed of their duty and affedionj 
and defiring he would fiiow marks of his high dif- 
pleafure towards all perfons who had prefumed to 
mifreprefent their proceedings to his Majefty. He 
declared, in his anfwer, that no perfon had ever 
dared to mifreprefent their proceedings, and, that 
if any fhould prefume to impofe upon him by fuch 
calumnies, he. would treat them as his worfl: enemies. 

§ XXIII. The Houfe was not in a humour to be 
appeafed with foothing promifes and proteftations : 
they determined to diftrefs him, by profecuting his 
jninillers. During the war, the colonies of North- 
America had grown rich by piracy. One Kidd, the 
mafler of a Hoop, undertook to fiipprefs the pirates, 
provided the government would furnifii him with a 
Ihip of thirty guns, well manned. The board of 
Admiralty declaring that fuch a number of feamen 
could not be fpared from the publick fervice, Kidd 
was equipped by the private fubfeription of the 
Lord- Chancellor, the Duke of Shrewfbury, the 
Earls of Romney, Orford, and Bellamont, Sir Ed- 
ward Harrifon, and Colonel Livingftone, of New- 
York. The King proinifed to contribute one half 
of the expence, and referved to himfelf one-tenth of 
the profits ; but he, never advanced the money, 
Kidd, being thus equipped, and provided with a 
commiflion to adl ag^nft the French, as well as to 
make w'ar on certain pirates therein mentioned by 
name, fet fail from Plymouth ; but, infiead of 
cruifing on the coiift of America, he diredled his 
CQurfe to the Eaft-Indies, where he himfelf turned 
pirate, and took a rich Ihip belonging to the Moors. 
Having divided his booty with his crew, ninety of 
whom left him, in order to join other adventurers, 
he burned his own fliip, and failed with his prize to 
the Weft-Indies, There he purchafed a floop, in 

which 
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winch he fleered from North- America, leaving part CIIAP. 
of his men in the prize, to remain in one of the 
Leeward Iflands, until they flioulcl receive further 
inflrudlions. Arriving on the coaft of New-Yorlc, 
lie fent one Emmet to make his peace with the Earl 
of Bellamont, the governor of that province, who 
inveigled him into a negoclation, in the courfc of 
which he was apprehended. Then his lordfhip fent 
an account of his proceedings to the Secretary of 
State, defiring that W would fend for the prifoners 
to England, as there was no law in that colony for 
punifhing piracy with death, and the majority of 
the people kvoured that pra(^ice. The Admiralty, 
by order of the Lords- Jufiices, dilpatched the diip 
Rochefter to bring home the prifoners and their 
elfedls ; but, after having been tofled for fome time 
with, tempefluous weather, this veflel was obliged to 
return to Plymouth in a fliattered condition. This 
incident furnvfhed the malcontents with a colour to 
paint the miniftry as the authors and abettors of a 
piratical expedition, which they \vanted to fereen 
from the cognizance of the publick. The oldEaft- 
India company had complained to the Regency, of 
the capture made by Kidd in the Eaft-Indies, ap- 
prehending, as the veflel belonged to the Moors, 
they fhould be expofed to the refentraents of the 
Mogul. In the beginning of December, this fubjeft 
being brought abruptly into the Houfc of Commons, 
a motion was made, That the letters patent granted 
to the Earl of Bellamont and others, of pirates’ goods, 
were diflionourable to the King, againll the laws of 
nations, contrary to the laws and flatutes of the land, 
invafive of property, and deflruftivc of trade and 
commerce. A warm debate enfued, in the courfc 
of which, fomc members declaimed with great 
bitternefs againfl. the Ch.incellor and the Duke of 
Shrewibury, as partners in a piratical fcheme; but 
theftt imputations were refuted, and the mutioa was 
rejedled by a great majority. Not but they might 
VOL.;. Ba have 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


OK 


'oy. 


have juAly lligmatizcd the expedition as a little mean 
adventure, in which thofe noblemen had embarked 
with a view to tlieir own private advantage. 

^ XXIV. While this aflair was in agitation 
among the Commons, the attention of the Upper 
Houfe was employed upon the cafe of Dr. Watfon, 
Bidjop of St. David’s. This prelate was fuppofed 
to have paid a valuable confideration for his bifliop- 
rick ; and, after his elevation, had fold the prefer- 
ments in his gift, with a view of being reimburfed. 
He was accxifed of limony ; and, after a folcmn 
hearing before the Archbifhop of Canterbury and 
fix fuffragans, convidted and deprived. Then he 
pleaded his privilege : fo that the affair was brought 
into the Houfe of Lords, who refufed to own him 
as a peer after he had ccafed to be a bifhop. Thus 
difappointed, he had recourfe to the court of dele- 
gates, by whom the Archbifhop’s fentence was con- 
firmed. The next effort that the Commons* made, 
with a view of mortifying King William, was to 
raife a clamour againft Dr. Burnet, Bifhop of 
Sarum. He was reprefented in the Houle as a very 
unfit preceptor for the Duke of Gloucefler, both as 
a Scottifh man, and author of that pafloral letter 
which had been burned by order of the Parliament, 
for averting that William had a right to the Crown 
from conqueft. A motion was made for addrefling 
his Maje%, that this prelate might be difmifled 
from his employment, but reje<Jled by a great ma- 
jority. Burnet had a<9ed with uncommon integrity 
in accepting the trull. He had declined the office, 
tyhich he was in a manner forced to accept. He 
had offered to refign his bifhoprick, thinking the 
employment of tutor would interfere with the duty 
of a pallor. He infifted upon the Duke’s refldence 
ail the fummer at Windfor, which is in the diocefe 
of Sarum; and added to his private charities the 
whole income of his ne>y office. 

.§,XXV. The circumflance on which the anti- 

courtiers 



WILLIAM. 


courtiers built their chief hope of difirelTing or dif- C ii .v P. 

gracing the government, was the enquiry into the , 

Infh forfeitures, which the King had dillnbuicd 
among his own dependents. The comtniffioners 
appointed by Parliament to examine thcfe particu- 
lars, were Annefly, Trenchard, Hamilton, Lang- 
ford, the Earl of Drogheda, Sir Francis Brewficr, 
and Sir Richard Lcving, The firfi. four were actu- 
ated by all the virulence of faction : the other three 
were fecretly guided by miniflcrial influence. They 
began their enquiry in Ireland, and proceeded with 
fuch feverity as feemed to flow rather from refent- 
ment to the court, than from a love of juflicc and 
abhorrence of corruption. They in particular feru- 
tiiiized a grant of an eflate which the King had 
made to Mrs, Villiers, now Countefs of Orkney, fo as 
to expofe his Majefly’s partiality for that favourite, 
and iubjeil him to an additional load of popular 
odium. In the courfc of their examination, the 
Earl of Drogheda, Leving, and Brewfter, ojipofed 
the reflof the commiffioners in divers articles of the 
report, which they refufed to fign, and lent over 
'a memorial to the Houle of Commons, explaining 
their reafons for diflenting from their colleagties. 

By this rime, however, they were confidered as 
hirelings of the court, and no regard was paid to 
their reprefentations. The others delivered their 
report, declaring that a million and a half of money 
might be raifed from the fale of the confifeated 
eflates ; and a bill was brought in for applying' them 
to the ufe of the publick. A motion being made to 
referve a third part for the King’s dilpofal, it was 
over-ruled : then the Commons paflM an extraordi- 
nary vote, importing, that they wtnild not tccciie 
any petition from any perfon whatfoever concerning 
the grants 5 and that they would conflder the great 
fcrvices performed by the commiflioners appointed 
to enquire into the forfeited eflates. They refolved, 

That the four commiflioners who had figncil the 
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BOOK report had acquitted ihemfelves tvith underltanding, 

^ ^ courage, and integrity ; and, 'J'hat Sir Richard 

Leving, as author of grotindlcfs and fcandalous 
afperfions caft upon his four colleagues, lliould be 
committed prifoner to the Tower. They afterwards 
came to the following refoliition, which was pre- 
fented to the King in lorm of an addrefs : That the 
procuring and paffing thofe grants had occafioned 
great debts upon the nation, and heavy taxes upon 
the people, and highly refledled upon the King’s 
honour ; and, That the officers and inftruments 
concerned in the fame had highly failed in the per- 
formance of their truft and duty. The King an- 
fwered. That he was not only led by inclination, 
but thought himfelf obliged in juftice to reward 
thofe who had ferved well in the redudlionof Ireland, 
out of the eftates forfeited to him by the rebellion 
in that kingdom. He obferved, that as the long 
war had left the nation much in debt, their taking 
juft and effedfual ways for lelTening that debt, an’d 
fupporting publick credit, was what, in his opinion, 
would beft contribute to the honour, intereft, and 
fafety of the kingdom. This anfwer kindled a flanre 
of indignation in the Houfe. They forthwith re- 
folved. That the advifer of it had ufed his utmoft en- 
deavours to create a mifunderflanding and jealoufy 
between the King and his people. 

- ^ XXVI, They prepared, finifhed, and paflTed a 
'bill of refumption. They ordered the report of the 
commiffioners, together with the King’s promife and 
fpeeches, and the former refolutions of the Houfe 
touching the forfeited eftates in Ireland, to be printed 
.and publiflied for their juftification ; and they 1^- 
folved, That the procuring or palling exorbitant 
grants by any member, now of the Privy-Council, 
«■ or by any other that had been a privy-counfellor,,-in 
this or any former reign, to his ufe or benefit, was 
. a high crime and mifdemeanour. That juftice 
might be done to purchafera and creditor* id the 
• . .. of 
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of refumption, thirteen trufl<;es were authorifcd and ciiAP. 
empowered to hear and determine all claims relating 
to thofe eftates, to lell them to the beft purchafers 
and the money arifing from the fale was appropri- 
ated to pay the arrears of the army. It patted tinder 
the title of a bill for granting an aid to his Majefty, 
by the fale of forfeited and other eftates and intercfts 
in Ireland ; and that it might undergo no alteration 
in the Houfe of Ixirds, it was conloUdated with the 
money bill for the fervice of the year. In the 
Houfe of Lords it produced warm debates ; and 
feme alterations weie made, which the Commons 
unanimoufly rejedled. They feenicd to be now 
more than ever exalperated againll the minittry, and 
ordered a lift of the Privy- Council to be laid before 
the Houfe. The Lords demanded conferences, 
which ferved only to exafperate the two Ploufes 
againft each other ; for the Peers infifted upon their 
amendments, and the Commons were fo provoked 
at their interfering in a money-bill, that th- y de- 
termined to give a loofe to their refentment. They 
ordered all the doors of their Houfe to be flmt, that 
no members fhould go forth. Then they took into 
confideration the report of the Irifh forfeitures, with 
the lift of the privy-counfellors; and a queftion was 
moved. That an addrefs fliould be ma«Ie to his 
Majefty, to remove John Lord Somers, Chancellor 
of England, from his prefence and councils tor ever. 

This, however, was carried in the negative by a 
great majority. The King was extremely chagrined 
at the bill, which he confidered as an intafton of 
his prerogative, an infult on his perfon, and an in- 
jury to his friends and fervants ; and he at firft rc- 
folved to hazard all the confequenees of refilling 
pafs it into a law; but he was diverted from hisOUini'-on 
purpofe by the rcmonftranccs of thofe in whom 
chiefly confided. He could not, however, diflcm-smcti.ut'! 
ble his refentment. He became fullen, peevifli,,5'‘‘‘j^';'b* 
find morofe 5 and his enemies did not fail to makciuipiu' 

ufb 
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BOOR ufe of this additional ill humour, as a proof of his 
^ avcifion to the Enpjifh people. Though tlic mo- 
rion againft the Chancellor had milcairicd, the 
Commons refolvcd to addrefs his Majelly, that no 
peifon who was not a native of his dominions, ex- 
cept his Iloyal Highnefs Prince Ceoige of Den- 
mark, fliould be admitted into his Majefty’s coun- 
cils in England or Ireland. This refolution was le- 
velled againd the Earls of Portland, Albemarle, 
and Galway : but, before the addrefs could be pre- 
fented, the King went to the Houfe of Peora, and 
having palled the bill which had produced fuch a 
ferment, with fomc others, commanded the Earl of 
Biidgewater, Speaker of the Iloufe, in the abfence 
of the Chancellor, who was indifpofed, to prorogue 
the Parliament to the twenty-third day of May. 

-An. 1700. § XXVII. In the courfe of this feffion, the Com- 

mons having profeented their enquiry into the con- 
du(£l of Kidd, Brought in a bill for the more effec- 
tual fupprefling of piracy, which pafTed into a law : 
underllancling afterwards, that Kidd was brought 
over to England, they prefented an addrefs to the 
King, defiling that he might not be tried, dif*. 
charged, or pardoned, till the next feffion of Par- 
liament; and his Miijcfly complied with their re- 
qiieft. Boiling llill with indignation againfl the 
Lord Chancellor, who had turned many difaffeAcd 
peifonsoutof the commilfionof the peace, the Houfe 
ordered a bill to be prepared for qualifying Juflices 
of the Peace ; and appointed a committee to infpedl 
the coramiffion. Tins, reporting that many diflen- 
ters and men of Imall fortunes, depending on the 
court, were put into thofe places, the Commons 
declared, in an aildrefs, That it would much con- 


duce to the ferrice of his Majefty, and the good of 
this kingdom, that gentlemen of quality and good 
cllares thoiild be reftored, and put into tlie commif- 
llons of the peace and lieutenancy : and that trten of 
fmall eJlatcs lie neither continued, nor put into the 
* ‘ faid 
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raid commiflions. The King aflurcd them he was CHAP, 
of the lame opinion ; and that he would give dircc- 
tions accordingly. They were lb mollified by this 'TtooT'^ 
inftance of his condefeenfion, that they thanked him 
in a body for his gracious anfwcr. They paflbd a bill 
to exculpate fuch as had negledted to lign the aflb- 
ciation, either through midake, or want of oppor- 
tunity. PJaving received a petition from the Lan- 
cafliire clergy, complaining of the infolence and 
attempts of Popilh priefts, they appointed a com- 
mittee to enquire how far the laws again ft Popilh 
refugees had been put in execution; and upon the 
repbrt a bill was brought in, complying with the 
prayer of the petition. It decreed a further reward 
to fuch perfons as fhould difeover and convidl Popilh 
prieftb and Jefuits : and perpetual imprifonment for 
thole convidled on the oath of one or more witnefles. 

It enabled, That no perfon born after the twenty- 
lifth d.iy of March next enfuing, being a P^fpift, 

Ihoiild be capable of inheriting any title of honour 
©r eliate within the kingdom of England, dominion 
of Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed ; and. 

That no Papift (hould be capable of purchaling any 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, either in his 
own name or in the name of any other perfon in 
truft for him. Several alterations were made in 
this ftrll draft, before it was finifhed and fent up to 
the Lords, fome of whom propofed amendments ; 
thefe, however, were not adopted ; and the bill ob- 
tained the Royal aftent, contrary to the expedation , 
of thole who profecuted the meafure, on the fuppoli- 
tion that the King was a favourer of the Papifts. After 
all, the bill was deficient in neceftary claufes to enforce 
execution ; fo that the law was very little regarded in 
the fequel. 

^ XXVIII. The Court fufiained another infult 
from the old Eaft-India Company, who petitioned 
the Houle that they might be continued by parlia- 
mentary authority during the remaining part of the 

time 
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time prefcribed in their charter. They, at the iame 
time, pnblifhed a ftatc of their cafe, in which they 
expatiated upon the equity of their claims, and mag- 
nified the injuries they had undergone. The new 
company drew up an anfwer to this remonfirance, 
expofing the corrupt pradlices of their adverfaries. 
But the influence of their great patron, Mr. Mon- 
tagu, was now vaniflied : the fupply was not yet 
difeuffj d, and the miniflry would not venture to pro- 
voke the Commons, who feemed propitious to the 
old company, and aflually pafled a bill in their 
favour. This, meeting with no oppofition in the 
Upper-Houfe, was enadled into a law, renewing 
their eftablifhment ; fo that now there were two rival 
companies of merchants trading to the Eaft-Indies. 
The Commons, not yet fatisfied with the vexations 
to which they had expofed their fovereign, paflTed a 
bill to appoint commiffioners for taking and exa- 
mining the publick accounts. Another law was 
made, to prohibit the rife of India filks and fluffs 
which interfered with the Englifh raanufadhires ; a 
third, to take off the duties on the exportation of 
woollen manufadlures, corn, grain, meal, bread, 
and bifeuit; and a fourth, in which provifion was 
made for punifhing Governors, or Commanders in 
Chief of Plantations and Colonies, in cafe they fhould 
commit any crimes or a6ls of injullice and opprellion 
in the exercife of their aclminiltration. 

'§ XXIX. The people of Scotland flill continued 
in 'violent 'agitation. They publiflied a pamphlet,- 
containing a detail of their grievances, which they in 
a great meafure aferihed to his Majcfly. A comr ■ 
plaint being preferred to the Houfe of Commons, 
againft this performance, it was voted a falfe, .fcanv 
dalous, and ttaiterous libel, and ordered to be 
burned * by the hands of the Comnion himgniaii.' 
The Commons addreffed his Majeffcy, to ifliic his 
Royal proclamation for apprehending the author,' 
printer, and'publifher of the fliid libel ; -and he tom- ' 
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plied with their requeft. The Scottiili company had c H AP. 
lent up an addrels to the King, in behalf of feme ^ Vt- 
adventurers who were wrongfully detained prifoners ^700^ 
in Carthagena: but Lord Bafil Hamilton, who un- 
dertook the charge of this petition, was refufed ad- 
mittance to his Majcfty, on pretence of his being 
fufpedled of difafFedtion to the government. The 
King, however, wrote to his council for Scotland, 
that he would demand the enlargement of the pri- 
foners, and countenance any laudable meafure that 
could advance the trade of that kingdom. The 
Diredtors of the Company, not content with this 
declaration, importuned their Lord Chancellor, who 
was in London, to procure accefs for Lord Bad 
Hamilton : and the miniflry took Biel ter from their 
folicitations behind a parliamentary enquiiy. T'le 
fubjedl of tlie Scottifti colony being introduced into 
the Houfe of Lords, where the miniflerial influence 
preponderated, a vehement debate arofe, not from 
any regard to the inlereft of Scotland, but from mere 
oppoficion to the Court, which, however, triumphed 
in the ifliie. A motion was made, that the fettle- 
ment of the Scotch colony at Darien was inconfilleiit 
with the good of the plantation trade of England j 
and paired in the affirmative by a fmall majority. 

Then they prefented an addrefs, declaring their {yva- 
pathy with the lofles of their ‘fellow-fubje6ls, and 
their opinion, that a profccution of the defign mufl: 
end, not only in far greater difappointments to them- . 
felves, but alfo prove very inconvenient to the trade 
and quiet of the kingdom. They reminded him of 
the addrefs of both Houfes, touching that fettlement ; 
and' they exprefled their approbation of the orders 
he had lent to the governors of the plantations on 
this fubjefik. The King, in his anfwer to the ad- 
drefs, in which the Commons refufed to concur, 
took the opportunity of exhorting them to confider 
of an union between the two kingdoms, as a nica- 
fure, than which nothing could more contribute to 

their 
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JR OOJv their mutual fccurity and advantage. The Lords 
. j in purfuance of this advice, jircparcfl a bill, ap.^ 
ijo^ pointing certain cotnmiflioticrs of the realm of Eng. 
land to treat with coiimiiilioneis of Scotland for the 
weal of both kingdoms: but it was obftrii6lccl in 
the llonfc of Commons, who were determined to 
thwart every ftep that might tend to lellen the dif. 
gu/l, or appeafe the animolity of tlic Scottilh nation. 
The malcontents inlinuated, that the King’s oppo- 
iition to the Scottilh company flowed neither from 
his regard to the intereft of England, nor from his 
pundual obfervance of treaties with Spain ; but folely 
from his attachment to the Dutch, who maintained 
an advantageous trade from the ifland of Curacoa to 
the SpaniQi plantations in America, and were appre- 
hviilive that the Scottilh company would deprive 
them of this commerce. This interpretation ferved 
as fuel ro the flame already kindled in Scotland, and 
induflrioufly blown up by the calumnies of the Jaco- 
bites. Their l^uliamcnt adopted the company as 
a national concern, by voting, Thar the colony of 
Caledonia in Darien was a legal and rightful fettle- 
rat-nt, which the I'arliament wouhl maiuiain and 
fupport. On account of tliis relolution the feflion 
was forfometirne diftontinued : but, when the Scots 
tmdcrllood their new Itttlemmt was totally aban- 
doned, theircapital lofs, and all iljeir hope entirely 
vaniHicd, liic whole nation was ki/.cd with a tranf* 
port of fmy. 'j’liey loudly exclaimed, that they had 
been facriliced and bafely betrayed in that quarter 
where they were intitlcd to proicrtion. 'i'hey con- 
cci led an addrefs to the King, couched in a very hig|i 
fli.un, repreleming the neceflity of an immediate 
Parliament.. It was circulated about the kingdom 
for fubferiptions, lignecl by a great number of thqfie 
who lat in Parliament, and prefented to the King 
by Jjfird Kofs, who with fome others was deputed 
tor that purpoic. The King told them, they fliould 
know his intention in Scotland ; and in the ijje^n 
• ' time 
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time acljnumcd their Parliament by proclamation. Oil a P. 
The people eitafpcrateci at tliij new provocation, ^ 
began to form tlu draft of a fccond national arldrcfs, 
to be finned by the iliires and boroughs of the king- 
dom : but, before tliis could be finithed, the King 
wrote a letter to the Duke of Queen Ihury, and the 
Privy-Council of that nation, which was publifhed 
for the latisfac'dion of the people. He prnfefled him- 
felf grieved at the nation’s lofs, and willing to grant 
what might bo needful for the relief and eafe of the 
■kingdom. He alfured them, he had their intereft 
at heart; and that his good fubjedfs fhould have 
convincing proofs of his fincere inclination to advance 
the wealth and profperity of that his ancient king- 
dom. He laid, he hoped this declaration would 
be fatisfadlory to all good men : that they would not 
fufler thcmfclves to be nriflcd; nor give advantage 
to enemies, and ill-defigning perfons, ready to feize 
every opportunity of embroiling the government. 

He gave them to underfland, that his neceflary ab- 
fcnce had occalioncd the late adjournment; but as 
foon as God ihould bring him back, their Parliament 
fliould be tidcmbled, Even this explanation I’e- 
conded by all the credit and addrefs of his miniftets, 
failed in allaying the national ferment, which rofe to 
the very verge of rebellion. 

§ XXX. The King, who, from his firfl acceiiion 
to the throne, had veered occalionally from one party 
to another, according to the circumflances of his 
affairs, and the oppofition he encountered, was at ■ 
this period fo incenfed and ‘ embarrafled by the ca- 
price and infolence of the Commons, that he wil- 
lingly lent an ear to the leaders of the Tories, who 
undertook to manage the Parliament according to 
his pleafure, provided he would part with fome of 
his minifters, who were peculiarly odious to the 
Commons. The perfon againft whom their anger 
was chiefly dire£led, was the Lord Chancellor 
Somers, the moft a6live leader of the Whig party. 



ggO HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

BO OK They demanded his diftnilRon, and the King ex- 
L horted him to refign his office; but he refilling to 
take any ftep that might indicate a fear of his ene- 
mies, or a confeioufnefs of guilt, the King fent a 
preremptory order for the feals by the Lord Jerfey, 
to whom Somers delivered them without helitation. 
They were fuccelHvely offered to Lord Chief Juftice 
Holt* and Trevor, the Attorney-General, who de- 
clined accepting fuch a precarious office. Mean- 
while, the King granted a temporary commiffion to 
three Judges to fit in the Court of Chancery ; and at 
length beftowed the feals, with the title of Lord 
Keeper, on Nathan Wright, one of the Serjeants at 
Law, a man but indifferently qualified for the office 
to which he was now preferred. Though William 
feemed altogether attached to the Tories, and in- 
clined to a new Parliament, no perfon appeared to 
take the lead in the affairs of government ; and, 
indeed, for fome time the adminiftration feemed to 
be under no particular direiSlion. 

^ XXXI. During the tranfadions of the laft fef- 
lion, the negociation for a fecond partition treaty 
had been carried on in London by the French mini- 
fler, Tallard, in conjundion witn the Earls of Poit- 
land and Jerfey, and was foon brought to perfec- 
tion. On the twenty-firft day of February the treaty 
Was figned in London ; and on the twenty-fifth of 
the next month it was fubferibed at the Hague by 
Eriord, the French envoy, and the Plenipotentiaries 
of the Statcs-Gcneral. By this convention the 
trea^ of Ryfwdck was confirmed. The contrading 
parties agreed, that, in cafe qf his Catholick Ma- 
jefty’s dying without iflue, the Dauphin fhould pof- 
fefs, for himfelf ]and his heirs, the kingdoms of 
Naples and' Sicily, the iflands of St. Stephano, Porto 
Hcrcole, Orhitcllo, Telamone, Porto LougoHe, 
Piornbino, the city and marquifate of Final, the 
province of Guipuicoa, the duchies of Lorraine and 
Bar, in exchange for which lafl, the Duke of Lop 
V . 2 rainc 
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Taine Aould enjoy the Duchy of Milan} but that the CHAP, 
county of Biche ihould remain in fovereignty to the ''I- 
Prince of Vaudemont ; that the Archduke Charles 
fliould inherit the kingdom of Spam and all its de*. 
pendencies in and out of Europe; but, in cafe of 
his dying without iflTue, it fhould devolve to fome 
other child of the Emperor, excepting him who 
might fuccced as Emperor or King of the Romans s 
that this monarchy fhould never defeend to a King 
of France or Dauphin ; and that three months fhould 
be allowed to the Emperor, to conlider whether 
not he would accede to this treaty. Whether the 
French King was really fin cere in his profeffions at 
this jundlure, or propofed this treaty Avtth a view to 
make a clandelline ufe of it at the Court of Spain for 
more interefled purpofes, it is not eafy to determine ; 
at firfl, however, it was concealed from the notice 
of the publick, as if the parties had refolved to take 
no flep in confequence of it, during the life of his 
Catholick Majefty. 

& XXXIL In the beginning of July the King 
embarked for Holland, after having appointed a 
Regency to govern the kingdom in his abfence. On 
the twenty-ninth day of the fame month, tlie young 
Duke of Gloucefler, the only remaining child of 
feventeen which the Princefs Anne had borne, died 
of a malignant fever, in the eleventh year of liis 
age. His death was much lamented by the greater 
part of the Englifh nation, not only on account of 
his promifing talents and gentle behaviour, but alfo, 
as It left the fuccellion undetermined, and might 
create difputes of fatal confequence to the nation. 

The Jacobites openly exulted in an event which they 
imagined would remove! the chief^.barto the inteteft 
of the Prince of Wales : but the Proteftants generally 
turned their eyes upon the Princefs Sophia, Eleiflreis 
Dowager of Hanover, and grand-daughter of 
James I. It was with a view to concert the efta- 
blifhment of hcrfucceflion, that the Court of Brunf- 

tvick 
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BOOK -wick now returned the vifit of King William. The 
prefent Hate of affairs in England, however, afforded 
a ‘very uncomfortalde prolpeft. The people were 
generally alienated from the perfon and government 
of the reigning King, upon whom they lltm to have 
furfeited. Tlie vigour of their minds was dcflroycd 
by luxury and floth : the feverity of tlieir morals 
was relaxed by a long habit of venality ,.gind corrup- 
tion. The King’s health began to decline, and 
even his faculties decayed apace. No perfon was 
appointed to afeend the tnrone when it fisould 
become , vacant. The Jacpbite fadlion alone was 
eager, vigilant, enterprizing, and date. They 
difpatched Mr. Graham, brother of Lord Treffon, 
to the. Court of St. Germains, immediately after 
the death of the Duke of Glouceller t\ they began 
to bcflir themlllvcs all o\er the kingdom. A re- 
port was fpread that the I'rincefs Anne hod. privately 
lent a mellige to her father ; and Britain was once 
more threatened with civil war, confufipn, anarchy, 
and ruin. ’ ' 

^ X.XXIII. In tjie mean time. King William was 
not inadive. 'Ihe Kings of Denmark and Poland, 
with, the EleAor of Brandenburgh,.. had formed a 
league to cmffi the young King ,of Sweden} by in- 
vading his dominions on different fidps; , The Pol.es 
&'<51ually entered Livonia, and undertook the liege 
of Riga; the'. King of Denmark, haying demo- 
lilhed fome forts in Holftein, the Duke 'of which 
was connedled with Sweden,. ^ invefled Ton,ning- 
hen, The Svvedifh miniflcr in England demanded 
that affiftance of Wiljiam which) had been fiipu- 
lated in. a; late renewal ojf the, ancient treaty ibe?- 
tween England, apd Sweden. .The States' qf Hol- 
land were follicitcd to the fame pm;pofe. AcCpljd- 
ingly, a fleet of thirty fail, Englilh and Dutebj was 
fent to the Baltick, under the command of.S.ir 
George Rooke, who joined the Swedifh fquadroij, 
. 5 < and 
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and bonilwrded Copenhagen, to which the Danifli cil A p. 
licet had retired. At the lame time, tlic Dtikc of Vi. 
J,uncnbourg, with tlic Swedifli forte-?, wliich hap- 
pened to be at Bremen, p-afial the Elbe, and 
marclied to the allillance of the Duke of Hohlein. 

Tlie Danes immediately abandoned the fiego of 
Tonninghen ; and a body of Saxons, who had made 
an irruption into the territories of the Duke of 
Brupfwick, were obliged to retreat in diforder. 

By the mediation of William, a negociation was 
begun for a treaty between Sweden and Denmark,’ 
which. in order to quicken, Charles the young King' 
of Sweden made a defeent upon the ille of Zealand* 

This was executed with great fuccefs. Charles was 
the firft man who landed; and here he exhibited 
fucli marks of courage and condudl, far above his 
years, as equally adxjnillicd and intimidated his 'ad-i 
verfaries. Then he determined to bcliege Copen- 
hagen } a refolution tliat ftruck fuch terror into the 
Danes, that -they proceeded with redoubled dili- 
gence in the treaty, which was brought to a conclu- 
lion, between Denmark, Sweden, and Hulllein, about 
the middle of Auguft. Then the Swedes retired to 
Schonen, and the fquad'mns of the maritime powers 
returned from the Baltick. ' , 

§ XXXIV. When the new partition treaty, was 
communicated by the miniders of the contradling 
parties ta the other powers of Europe, it generally 
met with a very unfavourable conftruiflion, Saxony 
and' the northern Crowns were fiill embroiled with 
their own quarrels, confequently could not give 
much attention to fuch a remote tranfadlion. The 
Princes of Germany appeared cautious and dilator^ 
in, their anfwers, unwilling to be concerned in any 
plan that might excite the refentment of the Houfe 
of Auflria. The Ele<Slor of Brandenburgh, in par- 
ticular,' had fet his heart upon the regal dignity, 
which, he hoped to obtain from the favour and 
authority of the Emperor. The Italian States were 
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BOOK iverfe to the paniiion-treaty, from their apprahen- 
I' lion of feeing li'ratu’c in poflellion of Naples, and 
other diftridls of tlu ir country. I'he Duke of Savoy 
affedled a myflerious neutrality, in hopes of being 
able to barter his confent for fome confiderable 
advantage. The Svvifs cantons declined acceding 
as guarantees. The Emperor exprclled his afto- 
nifliment that any difpofition fhould be made of the 
Spanilh monarchy without the confent of the pre- 
fent polieflbr, and the States of the kingdom. He 
obferved, that neither juliice nor decorum could 
warrant the contradiing powers to compel him, who 
was the rightful heir, to except a part of his inhe- 
ritance within three months, under penalty of for-i 
feiting even that fhare to a third perfon not yet 
named; and he declared, that he could take no 
final refolution, until he fliould know the fentimenta 
of his Catholick Majedy, on an affair in which their 
mutual intereft was fo nearly concerned. Leopold 
was adfually engaged in a negociation with the King 
of Spain, who ligned a will in favour of his fecond 
fon Charles ; yet he took no meafures to fupport the 
difpofition, either by fending the Archduke with a 
fumcient force to Spain, or by detaching troops into 
Italy. 

§ .XXXV. The people of Spain were exafperated 
at the infolcnce of the three foreign powers who 
pretended to parcel out their dominions. Their 
pride toot the alarm, at the profpedl of their mo- 
narchy’s being difmembered : and their grandees 
repined at the thought of lofing fo many lucrative 
governments which they now enjoyed. The King’s 
life became every day more And more precarious, 
from frequent refurns of his diforder. The mini- 
ftry was weak and divided, the nobility fadlious, 
and the people difeontented. The hearts of the 
nation had been alienated from the Houfe of Auf- 
tria, by the infolent carriage and rapacious difpo- 
fition of the Queen Mariana. The French had 
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gained over to tlieir intereds the Cardinal Portocar- c iia p. 
rero, the Marquis de Monterey, with many other VT. 
noblemen and perfons of didindlion. Thetc, per- 
cciving the ientimcnts of the people, employed their ' 
emiflarics to raife a general cry that France alone 
cold maintain the I’ucceHion entire : that the Houfe 
of Auftria was feeble and exhaufled, and any Prince 
of that line muft'Owe his chief fupport to dctcftable 
hereticks. Portocarrero tampered with the weak- 
nefs of his Sovereign. He repeated and exagge- 
rated all the fuggeftions: he advifed him to con- 
fult Pope Innocent XII. on this momentous point 
of regulating the fucceilion. That Pontiff, who was 
a creature of France, having taken the advice of a 
college of Cardinals, determined that the renuncia- 
tion of Maria Thcrefa was invalid and null, as be- 
ing founded upon compulfion, and contrary to the 
fundamental laws of the Spanifli monarchy. He, 
therefore, exhorted King Charles to contribute to 
the propagation of the faith, and the repofe of 
Chrillendom, by making a new will in favour of a ^ 
grandfon of the French Monarch. This admoni- 
tion was feconded by the reraonflranccs of Porto- 
carrero; and the weak Prince complied with the 
propofal. In the mean time, the King of France 
feemed to ad heartily, as a principal in the treaty 
of partition. His miniflers at foreign courts co- 
operated with thofe of the maritime powers, in 
foliciting the accellion of the different Potentates 
in Europe. When Count Zinzendorf, the Imperial 
Ambaffidor at Paris, prefented a memorial, defiring 
to know what part Fiance would adt, fhould the 
King of Spain voluntarily place a grandfon of Louis 
upon the throne, the Marquis dq Torcy anfwered 
in writing, that his Moft Chriftian Majefty would 
by no means liHen to fuch a propofal: nay, when 
the Emperor’s minifter gave them to underfiand 
that his mailer was ready to begin a feparate nego- 
ciation w'ith the Court of Verfulles, touching ^he 
VOL. I. C c Spanilh 
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BOOK Spantili fucceffion, Louis declared he, could not 
treat on that fubjedt without the concurrence of his 
Allies. 

§ XXXVI. The nature of the partition-treaty was 
no fooner known in lingland, than condemned by 
the moft intelligent part of the nation. They firft 
of all complained, that fuch an important affair 
fhould be concluded without the advice of Parlia- 
ment. They obferved, that the fcheme was unjuft, 
and the execution of it hazardous : that, in con- 
certing the terms, the maritime powers feemed to 
- have adfed as partifans of France ; for the pofleflion 
of Naples and the Tufcan ports would fubje£l Italy 
to her dominion, and interfere with the Englifti 
trade to the Levant and Mediterranean; while 
Guipufcoa, on any future rupture, would afford 
another inlet into the heart of the Spanifh domi- 
nions ; they, for thefe reafons, pronounced the treaty 
deftrudlive of the balance of power, and prejudicial 
to the intereft of England. All thefe arguments 
were trumpeted by the malcontents, fo that the 
whole kingdom echoed with the clamour of dif- 
affedlion. Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave, and others of 
the Tory fadlion, began to think in carneft of efla- 
blifhing the fucceflion of the Englifh Crown upon 
the perfon of the Prince of Wales. Tliey are faid 
to have fent over Mr. Graham to St. Germain’s with 
overtures to tins purpofe, and an aflurance that a 
motion would be made in the Houfe of Commons, 
to pafs a vote that the Qrown fhould not be fupported 
in the execution of the partition- treaty. King Wil- 
liam was not ignorant of the cenfure he had under- 
gone, and not a little alarmed to find himfelf fp 
unpopular among his own fubjedls. That he might 
be the more able to beftow his attention effedlually 
upon the affairs of England, he refolved to take 
feme meafures for the iatisfadlion of the Scottifh 
nation. He permitted the Parliament of that king- 
dom to meet on the twenty-eighth day of Odlober, 
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and wrote a letter to them from his houfc at Loo, chap. 
containing an afllirance that he would concur in ^ 
every thing that could be reafonably propofed for 170^ 
maintaining and advancing the peace and welfare of 
their kingdom. He promifed to give his royal 
aflent to fuch adls as they Ihould frame for the better 
eflcablhhment of the Prefbyterian difeipline; for 
preventing the growth of popery, fupprdiing vice 
and immorality, encouraging piety and virtue, pre- 
ferring and lecuring perfonal liberty, regulating 
and advancing trade, retrieving the lofles, and pro- 
moting the intereft of their African and Indian 
companies. He exprefTed his concern ihat he could 
not atfert the Company’s right of eftablilhing a 
colony at Darien, without dillurhing the peace of 
Chriftendom, and entailing a ruinous war on that 
his ancient kingdom. He recommended unani- 
mity and difpatch in raifing competent taxes for 
their own defence; and told them he had thought 
fit to continue the Duke of' Queenfberry in the office 
of High-Commiffioner. Notwithllanding tliisfooth- 
ing addrefs, the national relentment continued to 
rage, and the Parliament feemed altogether intradt- 
ablc. By this time the Company had received cer- 
tain tidings of the entire furrender of their fettle- 
ment ; and on the firft day of the feffion, they re- 
prefented to Parliament, that for want of due pro- 
tedlion abroad, fome perfons had been encouraged 
to break in upon their privileges even at home. 

This remonftrance was fucceeded by another national 
addrefs to the King, who told them he could not take 
any further notice of that affair, fince the Parlia- 
ment was now affembled ; and he had already made 
a declaration, with which he hoped all his faithful 
fubjedis would be fatisfied. Neverthelefs, he 
found it abfolutely neceflary to pradlife other ex- 
pedients for allaying the ferment of that nation. 

His minifiers and their agents beflirred them- 
fclves fo fucccfsfully, that the heats in Parliament 
, c c 12 wera 
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BOOK were entirely cooled, and the outcry of i he people 
I- fubilded into unavailing murmurs. The R\rlia- 
ment refolved, That in confidcration of their great 
deliverance by his Majefty, and as, next under God, 
their fafety and happinefs wholly depended on his 
prefervation and that of his government, they would 
fupport both to the utmoil of their power, and 
maintain fuch forces as fliould be requifite for thofc 
ends. They palled an adf for keeping on foot 
three thoufand men for two years, to be maintained 
by a land tax. Then the Commillioner produced 
the King’s letter, defiring to have eleven liundred 
men on his own account to the firCl day of June 
following : they forthwith complied with his requeft, 
and were prorogued to the nxth of May. The 
fupcrnuiTierary troops were fent over to the States- 
General; and the Earl of Argyle was honoured with 
the title of Duke, as a recoinpcnce for having con- 
curred with the Commiffioners in managing this fcf- 
iion of Parliament. 

§ XXXVII. King William had returned to Eng- 
land on the eighteenth day of O£lober, not a little 
chagrined at the perplexities in which he found 
himfelf involved; and, in the beginning of the next 
montli, he received advice that the King of Spain 
was adlaally dead. He could not be furprized at 
this event, which had been fo long exposed; but 
it was attended with a circumflance which he had 
not forefeen. Charles, by his laft will, had declared 
the DuLe of Anjou, fecond fon of the Dauphin, the 
foie heir of the Spanifli monarchy. In cafe this 
Prince Ihould die without ifluc, or inherit the Crown 
of France, he willed that Spain fliould devolve to 
the Duke of Ben^ ; in default of him, and children, 
to tho , Archduke Charles and his heirs ; failing of 
whom, -to the Duke of Savoy and his pdfterity. He 
likewife recommended a match between the Duke 
of^ Anjou and one of the Archducheffes. When 
tins teftament was firfi notified to the French court, 
‘ 5 ‘ Louis 
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IjouIs fecmcd to bcfifatc between Ins inclination and c Ji a p. 
engagements to William and the Statcs-General. 
Madame de Maintenon is laid to have joined her itooT 
indiicnce to that of the Dauphin, in perfuading the 
King to accept of the will ; and Pontchartrain was 
engaged to fupport the fame meafure. A cabinet- 
council was called in her apartment. The reft of 
the miniflry declared for the treaty of partition ; the 
King affedted a kind of neutrality. The Dauphin 
fpoke for his fon, with an air of rcfolution he had 
never aftumed before : Pontchartrain fecontled his 
argument : Madame dc Maintenon afked what the 
Duke of Anjoti had done to provoke the King, 
that he Ihould be barred of his right to that fucccls- 
tion ? Then the reft of the members efpoufed the 
Dattpliin’s opinion; and the King owned himfclf 
convinced by their reafons. In all probability, the 
decilion of this council was previoufty fettled in 
private. After the will was accepted, Louis clo- 
lettcd the Duke of Anjou, to whom he fiid, in pre- 
fence of the Marquis dcs Rois, “ Sir, the King of 
Spdn has made you a King. The grandees de- 
“ maud you ; the people with for you, and I give 
“ my confent. Remember only, you are a Prince 
“ of France. I recommend to you to love your 
“ people, to gain their afledlion by the lenity of 
“ j'our government, and to render yourfelf worthy 
“ of the throne you are going to afeend.” The 
new Monarch was congratulated on his elevation by 
all the Princes of the blood ; ncverthelcfs, the Duke 
of Orleans and his fon protefted againft the will, 
becaufe the Archduke was placed next in fucceliion 
to the Duke of Berry, in bar of their right as defeen- 
dants of Anne of Auftria, whofe renunciation could 
be of no more force than that of Maria-Therefa. 

On the fourth day of December, the new King fet 
out for Spain, to the fronders of which he was ac- 
companied by his two brothers. 

^ ^ XXXVIIT. 
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^ XXXVIII. When the will was accepted, the 
French minifter, de Torcy, endeavoured to jullify 
his mafter’s condu£l to the Earl of Mane hell cv, who 
reficled at Paris in the chara(51er of Ambafllidor from 
the Court of London. He oblervcd, That the treaty 
of partition was not likely to anfwer the end for 
which it had been concerted : That the Emperor 
had refuied to accerle ; That it was relifliecl by none 
of the Princes to whom it had been communicated ; 
That the people of England and Holland had ex- 
prelfed their difeontent at the profpe<5l of Fnincc’s 
being in poffeffion of Naples and Sicily. That if 
Louis had rejedted the will, the An hduke would 
have had, a double title derived from the former 
will, and that of the late King ; That the Spaniards 
were fo averfe to the divifion of their monarchy, 
there would be a neceflity for conquering the whole 
kingdom before the treaty could be executed ; That 
the fhips to be furnifhed by Great-Bntain and Hol- 
land w ‘Uld not be fufficient for the purpofes of fuch 
a war ; and it was doubtful whether England and 
the States- General would engage themlclves in a 
greater expence. He concluded with faying. That 
the treaty would have been more advantageous to 
France than the will, which the King accepted 
purely from a defire of preserving the peace of 
Europe. His Matter hoped, therefore, that a good 
underttanding would fubfift between him and the 
King of Great Britain. The fame reafons were 
communicated by Biiod, the French Ambafiador at 
the Hague, to the States-General. Notwithftand- 
ing this addrefs, they ordered their Envoy at Paris 
to deliver a memorial to the French King, exprefilng 
their furprize at his having accepted the will ; and 
their hope, that as the time fpccified for the Em- 
peror’s acceding to the treaty was not expired, his 
Moft Chriftian Majefty would take the affair again 
into his confideration, and adhere to his engage- 
ments in every article. Louis, in his anfwer to 
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this memorial, which he difpatched to all the Courts chap. 
of Europe, declared, That what he chieflj^ conlidered 
was the principal delign of the contradling parties, 
namely, the maintenance of peace in Europe ; and 
that, true to his principle, he only departed horn the 
words, that he might the better adhere to the fpirit 
of the treaty. 

^ XXXIX. With this anfwer he fent a letter to 
the States, giving them to underftand, that the 
peace of Europe was fo firmly eftablifhed by the 
will of the King of Spain, in favour of his grandfon, 
that he did not doubt their approbation of his fuc- 
ceflion to the Spanifh Crown. The States obferved, 

That they could not declare themfelves upon an 
affair of fuch confequence, without confulting their 
refpedtive provinces. Louis admitted the excufe, 
and affured them of his readinefs to concur with 
whatever they fhould defire for the fecurity of the 
Spanifh Netherlands. The Spanifli Ambaflador at 
the Ha'gue prefented them with a letter from his new 
Mailer, who likewife notified his acceffion to all the' 
powers of Europe, except the King of England. 

The Emperor loudly exclaimed againfl the will, as 
being more iniquitous than the treaty of partition j 
and threatened to do himfclf juflice by force of arms. 

The Spaniards apprehending that a league would be 
formed between his Imperial Majefty and the ma- 
ritime powers, for fetting afide the fucceffion of the 
Duke of Anjou, and, confeious of their own inabi- 
lity to defend their dominions, refigned themfelves 
entirely to the protedlion of the French Monarch. 

The towns in the Spanifh Netherlands and the 
■duchy of Milan admitted French garrifons: a French 
fquadron anchored in the Port ot Cacliz ; and ano- 
ther was detached to the Spanifli fettlements in the 
Weft-Indies. Part of the Dutch army that was 
quartered in Luxembourg, Mons, and Namur,, were 
made prifoners of war, becaufe they would not own 
the King of Spain, whom their Mafters had not 
3 yet 
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noOKycf acknowledged. The States were overw'hclmcd 
^ , with conllcniatian by this event, elpccially when 

they confidered their own naked liliution, and re- 
flected that the Spanifh garrifons might iall upoti 
them bdbre they could aflemblc a body of troops 
for their defence. The danger was fo imminent, 
that they refclved to acknowledge the King of Spain 
without further hcfitauon, and wrote a letter to the 
French King for that purpofe : this was no fooner 
received, than orders were illbed for fending back 
their battalions. 

§ XL. How warmly foever King William re- 
fented the condudl of the French King, in accept- 
ing the Will fo diametrically oppofite to his engage- 
ments, he diflembled his chagrin; and behaved Ivith 
fuch referve and apparent indifference, that feme 
people naturally believed he had been privy to the 
tranfaeSrion. Others imagined that he was difeou- 
raged from engaging in a new war by his, bodily 
infirmities, which daily incrcafcd, as well as by the 
oppofirion in Parliament, to which he fliould be 
inevitably expofecl. But his real aim w'as to 'I'.nccal 
his fentiments, until he Ihould have founded the 
opinions of other powers in Europe, and fecn how 
far he could depend upon his new minillry. He 
now feemtd to repofe his chief confidence in the 
Earl of Rochefler, who had undertaken for the 
Tories, and w'as declared Lord -Lieutenant of Ire- ' 
land. Lord Godolphin was appointed firfi Com- 
miffioner of the Treafury, Lord Tankcrville fuc- 
ceeded Lord Lonfdale, lately deceafed, as Keeper of 
the Privy-Seal, and Sir Charles Hedges was declared 
Secretary of State, in the room of the Earl of Jerfey ; 
but the manageraefit of the Commons w^as entrufted 
to Mr. Robert Harley,* who had hitherto oppofed the 
meafurcs of the Court with equal virulence and abi- 
lity. Thefe new undertakers, well knowing they ' 
ihould find it very difficult, if not impoffible, to 
fecurc a majority in the;;prefen* parliament, pre- 
vailed 
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vailed on tlie Kiiigio didblvc it hy procliunation ; ciiAP, 
then the Slicilils were changed iiccor 'inir to their ''I- 
nomination, and wiits illliod for a new I'arliament ''”170^ 
to meet on the IImIi day of Pel)nKiry. During 
this interval, Count Wratiilaw arrived in I'aigland, 
as Ainbadador from the Euiperor, to explain Leo- 
pold’s title to ilie fipanin. monarchy, lupported by 
repeated entails anu renunciations, conlirmed in 
the moll folcmn lieaties. This mimftcr met with a 
very cold reception irom thofe who itood at the 
helm of afihirs. 'I'hey fought to avoid all con- 
nedions that might engage their country as a prin- 
cipal in another war upon the Continent; fuiarting 
as they were from the lolfes and incumbrances 
which the laft had entailed upon them and their 
poftcrity. They feemed to think that Louis, rather 
than involve liimfelf in freth troubles, would give 
all the fccurity that could be delired for maintain- 
ing tfie peace of Europe ; or even, fhould this be 
refufed, they faw no reafon for Britain’s exhaufiing 
her wealth and flrength to fupport a chimerical ba- 
lance, in which her intercll was but remotely con- 
cerned. It was their opinion, tliat, by keeping 
aloof, fhe might render herfelf more refpedablc. 

Her referve would over-awe contending powers; 
they would in their turn fue for her affiflance, and 
implore her good offices ; and, infiead of declaring 
herfelf a party, fhe would have the lionour to decide 
as arbitrels of their difputes. Perhaps they extended 
this idea too far ; and, in all probability, their 
notions were cn flamed by a fpirit of fai-lion. They 
hated the Whigs as their political adverfaries, and 
detefled the war, becaufe it had been countenanced 
and fupported by the interefl of that party. Tlie 
King belies’ed, that a conjunction of the two mo- 
narchies of France and Spam would prove fatal to 
the liberties of Europe ; and tl’ar this could not be 
prevented by any other method tlian a general union 
of the other European powers. He certainly was an 

enthuliall 
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BOOK enthufiaft in his fentiments of this equilibrium; and 
I- fully convinced that he himfclf, of all the potentates 
in Chrilleiidom, was the only Prince capable of 
adjuring the balance. The Imperial Ambafl’ador 
could not, therefore, be long ignorant of his real 
purpofe, as he converfed with the Dutch favourites, 
who knew and approved of their Mailer’s defign, 
though he avoided a declaration, until he lliould 
have rendered his miiiifters more propitious to his 
aim. The true fecret, however, of that referve 
with which Count Wratiflaw was treated at his firft 
arrival, was a private negociation which the King 
had fet on foot with the Regency of Spain, touch- 
ing a barrier in the Netherlands. He propofed, 
that certain towns fhould be garrifoned with Englifh 
and Dutch troops, by way of fecurity againll the 
ambitious defigns of France ; but the Regency were 
lb devoted to the French interell, that they refufed 
to liften to any propofal of this nature. While, this 
affair was in agitation, William refolvcd to main- 
tain a wary ditlance from the Emperor ; but, when 
his eftbrt milcarricd, the Amballador found him 
much more open and acceffible.* 

^ XLI. Tne Parliament meeting on the fixth, 
was prorogticd to the tenth day of February, when 
Mr. Flarley was chofen Speaker by a great majo- 
rity in oppofition to Sir Richard Onflow. The 

* This year was distinffnibhed l)y a glorions vJctoiy widch the 
voiing King of Sweden obtuhicd in llic nineteenth year of his age. 
lliga coulinued invested liy the King of Poland, while Peter the 
€2ar of Muscovy made h is apjjroachos to Narva, at the head of a 
prodigious army, purpObing, in violation of all faith and justice, to 
^ihasci the spoils of Lite youthful Monarch, Charles landed* at Revel, 
compel lal the Saxons to abandon the siege of Kip a, and having sup- 
plied tite place, marched with a handful of troops against tlie jVlus- 
eoviteSi who had uriSerUvkcn the siege of Narva. The Caiar tj^uhted 
his army with some preemilation, ns if he had been afraid of hazard- 
ing his person, while C hurlcs advanced through ways that were 
thought tiupracticable, i\i\d snr prized the enemy. He broke into 
their camp before they had the least intimation of his approach, and 
totally routed thcin,^ after a short resistance, He took a groat muii- 
tier of pmoners, with all their baggage, tents, and arullery, ^md 
enteted Narva in triumph. 

King 
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lung hivd previoufly told Sir Thomas Lyttelton, it ctiap. 
would be for his iervice that he Ihoukl yield his prc- ^ ^ 

tendons to ILirIcy at this juntflure ; and that gentle- 
man agreed to ubfent himfelf from the Houle on the 
day of eleAion. The King obferved, in hislpeech, 

That tlic nation’s lots, in the death of the Duke of 
Glouceder, had rendered it abfolutcly neced’iry for 
them to make further provifion for the fucoeliion of 
the Crown in tlie Proteflant line; That tiic death 
of the King of Spain had made fucli an alteration in 
the aflairs ol the Continent, as required their ma- 
ture deliberation. The reft of liis harangue turned 
upon the ufual topicks of demanding fupplics for 
the enfuing year, reminding them of the deficiencies 
and publick debls, recommending to their enquiry 
the uate of the navy and fortifications : exhorting 
them to encourage commerce, employ the poor, and 
proceed with vigour and unanimity in all their dcli- 
iaerations. Though the elections had been generally 
carried in favour of the Tory interefl, the minidry 
had fecured but one part of that fo61ion. Some 
of the moll popular leaders, fiich as the Duke of 
Leeds, the Marquis of Normanby, the Earls of 
Nol'ingham, Seymour, Mufgrave, Ilow, Finch, 
and Showers, had been either negledted, or found 
refraiflory, and refolved to oppole the CourL mea- 
fures with all their influence. Belidcs, the French 
King, knowing that the peace of Europe would in 
a gieat meafure depend on the refolutions of the 
Ecigllfli Parliament, is faid to have dillribnted great 
firms af money in England, by means of his miniiiet 
Tallard, in order to llrengthen the oppofirion in the 
Houfe of Common®. Certain it is, the nation 
abounded, at this period, with, the French coins 
called Louis-d’ors and pilloles ; but wherher this re- 
dundancy was owing to a balance of trade in favour 
' " 6f England, or to the largeflb of Louis, we fliall 
not pretend to determine. We may Jikewife ob- 
ferve, that the infamous pnu'lice of bribing clcs^lors 

had 
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BOOK harl never been fo flags’ rant as in the choice of repre- 
lentatives for this Parliament. This icajidaloiis traf- 

'"Tooa fick. had been chiefly carried on by the Whig party, 
and, therefore, ilicir antagonifts rcfolvcd to Ipare uo 
pains in cletceling their corruption. Sir Edward 
Seymour dillinguiihc<l hiinfelf by his zeal and adli- 
vity ; he brought foinc of thefe pradtices to light, 
and, in particular, iVigmatized the new Eall-lndia 
Company, for having been deeply concerned in this 
{pccies of venality. An enquiry being fet on foot 
in the f Joufe of Commons, fevcral eledlions were 
declared void; and divers pcifons, who had been 
Illegally returned, were firfl. expelled the Houfe, and 
afterwards detained in prifon. Yet thefe profccu- 
tions were carried on with fuch partiality, as plainly 
indicated that they tlowed rather from party zeal 
than from patiiotifm, 

XLII. A great body of the Cnnniions bad re- 
folvetl to prefentan addrefs to his IVhijefly, defiring 
he would acknowledge the king of iSpain ; and the 
morion, in all probability, woukl have been carried 
by a confiderable uvijority, had not one bold and 
lucky expreflion given fuch a turn to the debate, as 
induced the anti-couitiers to defift. One Mr. 
Monckton, in the heat of his declamation againfl: 
this mcafure, faid, he expc(!ded the next vote would 
be for owning the pretended Prince of Wales. 
Though there was little or no connection between 
th;fe i.vo fubjee^ts, a great many members were 
tinrtled at the inforniation, and deferred the mcafure, 
which was dropped accordingly. The King’s I'peech 
being taken into confidcralion, the Houfe refolved 
to fuppuit his Majcfty and his government; to take 
fuch etlectual meafinres as might beft conduce to the 
intereft and fafety of England, and the prefervation 
of the Protertant religion. T'his refolution was pre- 
llnted in an ackirefs fo the King, who received it 
iiivourably. At the fame time, he laid before them 
a mcmori.'il he had received from the States -General, 

, and 
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and delirccl flicir advice and afllflance in the points cua p. 
that conlUtutcd the fubttance of tliis rcmonflrance. 

The States gave liim to undcrlland, that they had '^ 7 oir^ 
acknowledged the Duke of Anjou as King of Spain : 
that France had agreed to a negociation, in which 
they might flipulate the ncceflary conditions for 
fecuring the peace of Europe ; and that they were 
firmly rcfolved to do nothing without the concur- 
rence of his Majefty and their other allies. They 
therefore begged he would fend a minider to the 
Hague, with neccflaiy powers and inflru6lions to co- 
operate with them in this negociation: they told him 
that, in cafe it fliould prove inefFedfual, or Holland 
be fuddcnly invaded by the troops which Louis had 
ordered to advance towards their frontiers, they re- 
lied on the allillance of England, and hoped his 
Majefty would prepare the fuccours fiipulaicd by 
treaty, to be ufed, Ihoiikl occtifion require. The 
memorial was likewife communicated to the Houfe 
of Lords. Mean while, the Commons defired that 
the treaties between England and the States-General 
fliould be laid before their Houfe. Thcfe being 
perufed, they rcfolved upon .an addrefs, to defire 
his Majefty would enter into fuch negoclations with 
the States-General, and other Potentates, as might 
raofl; cftecSlually conduce to the mutual fafety of 
Great-Britain and the United-Provinces, as well as 
to the prefervation of the peace of Europe, and to 
affiire him of their fupport and alEflance, in per- 
formance of the treaty fubfifting between England 
and the States-General. This refolution, however, 
was not carried without great oppofition from thofe 
who were averfe to the nation’s involving itfelf in 
another war upon the continent.* The Kin^ pro- 
fefled himfelf extremely well pleafed with this ad- 
drefs, and told them ne would immediately order 
his miniflers abroad to aclT" in concert with the States- 
General and other Powers, for the attainment of 
thofe ends they propofed. 

^ XLIll. 
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BOOK § XLIIT. lie communicaterl to the Commons a 
letter, written by the Earl of Melfort to his brother 

^7/00. the Earl of Perth, Governor to the pretended Prince 
of Wales. It had been miflaid by accident, and 
came to London in the French mail. It contained 
a fcheme for another invafion of England, together 
with fome rcflctSlions on the charadler of the Earl of 
Middleton, who had fupplanted him at the Court of 
St. Germain’s. Melfort was a mere projedlor, and 
feems to have had no other view than that of re- 
commending himfelf to King James, and bringing 
his rival into difgrace. The Houfe of Lords, to 
whom the letter was alfo imparted, ordered it to be 
printed. Next day they prefented an addrefs, thank- 
ing his Majefty for his care of the Proteftant reli- 
gion ; defiring all the treaties made llnce the laft 
war might be laid before them ; requefling him to 
engage in fuch alliances as he fhould think, proper 
for preferving the balance of power in Europe : af- 
furing him of their concurrence ; cxprefEng their 
acknowledgement for his having communicated Mel- 
fort’s letter ; defiring he would give orders for feizing 
the horfes and arms of difiaffedfed perfons ; for re- 
moving Papifis from London ; and for fearching 
after thofe arms and provilions of war mentioned iu 
the letter; finally, they requefled him to equip 
fpeedily a fulHcicnt fleet for tlie defence of himfelf 
and his kingdom. They received a gracious anfwer 
to this addrefs, which was a further encouragement 
to the King to put his own private defigns in execu- 
tion ; towards the fame end the letter contributed 
not a little, by inflaming the fears and refentment of 
the nation againfl France, Avhich in vain difclaimed 
the Earl of Melfort*as a fantaftical fchemer, to whom 
no regard was paid at the Court of Ver failles. The 
French miniftry complained of the publication of 
this letter, as an attempt to fow jealoufy between the 
two Crowns ; and, as a convincing proof of their fin- 
cerity, baniflied the Earl of Melfort to Angers. 

^ XLIV. 
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§ XLIV. The credit of Exchequer-bills was fo 
lowered by the change of the miniftry, and the lapfe 
of the time allotted for their circulation, that they 
fell near twenty per cent, to the prejudice of the 
revenue, and the diferedit of the government in fo- 
reign countries. The Commons having taken this 
affair into confxderation, voted, That provifion fhould 
be made from time to time for making good the 
principle and interefl due on all Parliamentary funds; 
and afterwards pafled a bill for renewing the bills of 
credit, commonly called Exchequer- bills. This was 
fent up to the Lords on the fixth day of March, and 
on the thirteenth received the royal aflent. The 
next objedl that engroffed the attention of the Com- 
mons was the fettlement of the fucceffion to the 
throne, which the King had recommended to their 
confideration in the beginning of the feflion. Having 
deliberated on this fubjedl, they refolved, That for 
the prefervation of the peace and happinefs of the 
kingdom, and the fecurity of the Proteuant religion, 
it was abfolutely necellary that a further declaration 
fhould be made of the limitation and fucceffion of 
the Crown in the Proteftant Line, after his Majelly 
and the princefs, and the heirs of their bodies re- 
fpeilively: and, That further provifion fhould be 
firft made for the fecurity of the rights and liberties 
of the people. Mr. Harley moved, That fome con- 
ditions of government might be fettled as prelimi- 
naries, before they fhould proceed to the nomina- 
tion of the perfon, that their fecurity might be com- 
plete. Accordingly, they deliberated on this fub- 
jedt, and agreed to the following refolutions : That 
whoever fball hereafter come to the pofTeffion of this 
Crown, fhall join in communion vyth the Church of 
England as by law eftablifhcd : That, in cafe the 
Crown and Imperial Dignity of this realm fball here- 
after come to any perfon, not being a native of this 
kingdom of England, this nation be not obliged to 
engage in> any war for the defence of any dominions 
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BOOK or territories which do not belonp; to the Crown of 
L England, without the confent of I’arliamcnt : That 
no perfon who lhall hereafter come to the poflcflion 
of tne Crown lhall go out of the dominions of Eng- 
land, Scotland, or rrclancl, without confent of Par- 
liament : 'I'liat, from and after the time that the fur- 
ther limitation by this acl fliall.take efledf, all mat- 
ters and tilings relating to the well-governing of this 
kingdom, which are properly cognizable in the 
Privy-Council, by the laws and cuftoms of the realm, 
fliall be tranfadled- there, and all refolutions taken 
thereupon lhall be ligned by fuch of the Privy- 
Council as fliall advife and confent to the fame ; 
That, after the limitation fhall take effedl, no perfon 
born out of the kingdom of England, Scotland, or 
Ireland, or the dominions thereunto belonging, al- 
though he be naturalized, and made a denizen (ex- 
cept fuch as are born of Englifii parents) fhall be 
capable to be of the Privy- Council, or a member of 
either Houfe of Parliament, or to enjoy any office 
or place of trull, either civil or military, or to have 
any grant of lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
from the Crown to himfelf, or to any others in truft 
for him : That no perfon who has an office or place 
of profit under the King, or receives a penfion from 
the Crown, lhall be capable of ferving as member 
of the Houfe of Commons ; That, after the limita- 
tion lhall take effedl, Judges’ commiffions be made 
qmmdiu Je bene gejferint, and their falaries afeertained 
and eftablifhed; but upon the addrefs' of both 
Houfes of Parliament, it may be lawful to remove 
them : That no pardon under the Great Seal of Eng- 
land be pleadable to an impeachment by the Com- 
mons in Parliamgat. Having fettled thefe prelimi'^ 
naries, they refolved. That the Princefs Sophia, 
Duchefs Dowager ofHanover, be declared the next 
in fuccclfion to the Crown of England, in the Pro- 
tellant Line, after his Majefty, and the Princefs, and 
the heirs of their bodies reipedliyely : and, That 
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the farther limitation of the Crown be to the faid CII AP. 

^Prinrefb Sophia and the heirs of her body, bcinij ^ ^ 

Proteftants. A hill being formed on ihclb refolu- itooT 
tions, was font np to the lloul'e of Lords, where it 
met with fomc c)pi)oIiiion from the Marquis of Nor- 
manby : a proteil was Jikewifc entered agalnfl. it by 
the Earls of Huntingdon and Plymouth, and the 
Lords Guildford and Jelfnes. NeveithtLfs, it palled 
without amendments, and on the twelfth day of 
June received the royal allent : the King was ex- 
tremely mortified at the preliminary limitations, 
which he confidered as an open infult on his own 
condudl and adminiliraiion ; not but that they were 
neceilary precautions, naturally fuggellod by the ex- 
perience of thofe evils to whicli the nation had been 
already expoled, in confequence of railing a foreign 
Prince to the throne of England. As the Tories 
lay under the imputation of tavourtng the late King’s 
interell, they excited themfclves zealuully on this 
occalion, to wipe oil' the alpcrfion, and inlinuate 
thcml’clvos into the confidence of the people ; 
hoping, that in the fcquel they fliould be able to 
reltiaui the nation fioin engaging too deep in the 
atKiirs of the Continent, without incurring the charge 
of difalfedlion to the prelent King and Government. 

The a61 of fcttlement being palled, the Earl of 
Macclesfic'ld was fent to notify the tranfadlion to the 
Eleblrefs Sophia, who likewife received from his 
hands the Order of tlie Garter. 

§ XLV. The adV of fuccellion gave umbrage to 
all the Popifh Princes who were more nearly related 
to the Crown than this Lady, whom the Parliament 
bad preferred to all others. The Duchefs of Savoy, 
grand-daughter to King Charles L by her mother, 
ordered her Ambaflador, Count Mafll-i, to make a 
protcllation to the Parliament of England, in her 
name, againll all refolutions and decilions contraiy 
to her title, as foie daughter to the Princefs Ilen- 
rie.tta, next in fuccefiion to the Crown of England, 

VOL. I. D 2) after 
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BOOK after King William and the Princcfs Anne of Dcn- 
I- mark. Two copies of this proteft MalFci fent in 
letters to the Lord-Keeper and the Speaker of the 
Lower Houfe, by two of his gentlemen, and a pub- 
lick notary to attefl the delivery ; but no notice was 
taken of the declaration. The Duke of Savoy, 
while his minifler w'as thus employed in England, 
engaged in an alliance with the Crowns of France 
and Spain, on condition, That his Catholick Majefly 
flmuldefpoufehis youngeft daughter without a dowry: 
That he himfelf ihould command the allied army in 
Italy, and furnifh eight thoufand infantry, with five 
and twenty hundred horfe, in conhderation of a 
monthly fubfidy of fifty thoufand crowns. 

§ XLVI. During thefe tranfadlions, Mr. Stan- 
hope, envoy extraordinary to the States-General, was 
empowered to treat with the minifters of France and 
Spain, according to the addrefles of both Houfes of 
Parliament. He reprefented, that though his Moft 
Chriflian Majefty had thought fit to deviate from the 
partition-treaty, it was not rcafonable that the King 
of England fhould lofe the cffedl of that convention; 
he, therefore, expedled fomc fecurity for the peace 
of Europe ; and for that purpofe inlifled upon cer- 
tain articles, importing, That the French King fiiould 
immediately withdraw his troops from the Spanifii 
Netherlands : That, for the fecurity of England, the 
cities of Ollend and Nieuport (liould be delivered 
into the hands of his Britannick Majefty : That no 
kingdom, provinces, cities, lands, or places, belong- 
ing to the Crown of Spain, Ihould ever be yielded or 
transferred to the Crown of France, on any pretence 
whatever : That the fubjcdls of his Britannick Ma- 
jefty fhould retaig all the privileges, rights, and im- 
munities, with regard to their navigation and com- 
merce in the dominions of Spain, which they enjoyed 
at the death of his late Catholick Majefty ; and alfo 
all fuch immunities, rights, and franchifss, as the 
fubjedls of France, or any other power, either pofi^fs 
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for the prefcnt, or may enjoy for the future : That CIIA 1>. 
all treaties of peace and conventions between Eng. ,^1. 
land and Spain flroukl be renewed : and, That a 170^ 
treaty formed on thefe demands Ihould be guaran* 
tied by fuch powers as one or other ®f the Con- 
tradors fliould folicit and prevail upon to accede. 

Such likewife were the propofals made by the States- 
General, with this dift'crence, that they demanded, 
as cautionary towns, all the llrongeft p]a<'e3 in the 
Netherlands. Count D’Avaux, the French minifter, 

,was fo furprifed at thefe exorbitant demands, that he 
could not help faying, They could not have been 
higher, if his Mafter had lod four fucceffive battles. 

He alTiired them, that his Mofl. Chriftian Majefly 
would withdraw his troops from the Spanidi Nether- 
lands as foon as the King of Spain fhould have forces 
of his own fufficient to guard the country ; with re- 
fped to the other articles, he could give no other 
anfwer, but that he would immediately tranfmit 
them to Verfailles. Louis was filled with indigna- 
to n at the infolent llrain of tliofe propofals, which 
he conlidered as a fure mark of William’s hodile in- 
tentions. He refufed to give any other fecurity for 
the peace of Europe, than a renewal of the treaty of 
Ryfwick ; and he is faid to have tampered, by means 
of his agents and emiflaries, with the members of the 
Englifh Parliament, that they might oppofe all fteps 
tending to a new war on the Continent. 

§ XLVII, King William certainly had no ex- 
peflation that France would clofe with fuch propo- 
fals ; but he was not without hope, that her refufal 
would warm the Englifh nation into a concurrence 
with his defigns. He communicated to the Houfe 
of Commons'’the demands which had been made by 
him and the States-General ; and gave them to un- 
derftand, that he would from time to lime make 
them acquainted with the progrefs of the negocia- 
tiqn. The Commons, fufpedling that his intention 
•was to make them parties in a congrefs which he 

D D 2 might 
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BOOK conduct to a dilFcrcnt end from that which 

they propofed, rcfolvcd to fignify their fentiments in 
the anlvvcr to thij. mcflage. They called for the 
treaty of partition, which being read, they voted an 
addrefs of thanks to his Majefly, for his moll gra- 
cious declaration, that he would make them ac- 
qttainted with the progrefs of the negociation : hut 
they fignified their tlifapprobaiion of the partition- 
treaty, figned with the great leal of England, with- 
out the advice of the Parliament which was then 
filling, and produdtivc of ill confequences to the 
kingdom, as v/dl as to the peace of Europe, as it 
afligned ever to the French King fuch a large por- 
tion of the ypanilh dominion. Nothing could be 
more mortifying to the King than this open attack 
upon his own condudl : yet he fupprefled his refent- 
nisnt, and without taking the Icall notice of their 
fentiments with refpedf to tlie partition-treat}’, 
adured them, that he lliould be always ready to 
receive their advice on the negociation which 
he had fet on foot, according to their delire. 
The debates in the Iloufe of Commons upon the 
luhj^di of the partition-treaty role to luch violence, 
that divers members in declaiming again fl. it, tranl- 
grclTed the bounds of decency. Sir Edward Sey- 
mour compared the divilion which had been made 
of the Spanilli territories to a robbery on the high- 
way ; and Mr. How^e did not Icriiple to fay it was a 
felonious treaty ; an exprelEon, which the King re- 
lented to fuch a degree, that he declared he would 
have demanded peifonal fatisfaiSion with his fword, 
had he not been redrained by the difparity of con- 
dition between himfclf andthe peifon who had oftered 
fuch an outrageous infult to his honour; whether 
the Tories intended to alienate the minds of the na- 
tion from all foreign connedlions, or to wreak their 
vengeance on the late minillers, whom they hated 
as the chiefs of the Whig party, certain it is, they 
now raifed an univerfal outcry againft the partition- 
, treaty, 
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treaty, which was not only condemned in piiblick c ll A p. 
pamplilcls and private convcrfalioiL hut even broyglit 
into the Houle of Lords as an ol)je<M of Parliamcittaiy '^^70^ 
cenfure. In the month of March a warm debate on 
this fubjed was begun by Sheiliold Marquis of Nor- 
manby, and carried on willi groat vehemence by 
other noblemen of the fiuiie faAion. They exclaimed 
againft the article by which lb many territories 
were added to the Crown of France: they complained, 
that the Emperor had been forfaken : that the treaty 
was not communicated to the privy-council or mini- 
ftry, but clandedinely tranfadled by the Earls of Port- 
land and Jerfey: that the fiuidtion of the great feal 
had been unjuftly and irregularly applied, firll to 
blank powers, and afterwards to the treaty itfelf. 

The courtiers replied, that the King had engaged in 
a treaty of partition at the defire of the Emperor, 
who had agreed to every article, except that relating 
to the duchy of Milan, and afterwards de/ired, that 
his Majedy would procure f6r him tfic beft terms 
be could obtain ; above all things recommending 
fecrccy, that he might not forfeit his intcreft in Spain, 
by feeming to conlcnt to the treaty: that foreign 
ncgociations being entrufled to the cure of the crown, 
the King lay under no legal obligation to commu- 
nicate fuch fecrets of State to his council : far Icfs 
was he obliged to follow their advice ; and that the 
keeper of the great feal had no authority for refilling 
to apply it to any powers or treaty which the King 
fhould grant or conclude, unlefs they were contrary 
to law, which had made no provifion for fuch an 
emergency* ** . The Earl of Portland, apprehending 

* In the courae of this debate, the Earl oi Hochcster reprehendeci 
some Lords for speaking disrespectfully of the r*rench King, objcmug, 
that it was pecuUavly incumoent on Peeia to treat monarchs with 
decorum and respect, as tliey derived their dignity from the Crotvn. 

Another affirming, tlidt the French King was not only to be respected, 
but likewise to be feared 5 a certain Lord replied, lie hoped no man 
“ in England need to be afraid of the French King j ninch Icsa the Peer 

** who spoke last, who was loo much a iriend to that Monarch to fear 
any thing from his rceentincnt, 

that 
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book that this tempefl would burft upon his head, declared 
on the iccond day of the debate, that he had by the 
'''"170A King’s order comnmnicated the treaty, before it was 
concluded, to the Earls of Pembroke and Marlbo- 
rough, the Lords Lonfdale, Somers, Hallifax, and 
Secretary Vernon. Thefe noblemen owned, that 
they had been made acquainted with the fubftance of 
it : that when they excepted to fome particulars, 
they wer told, his Majcdy had carried the matter 
as far as it could be advanced, and that he oould 
obtain no better terms; thus afluted that every arti- 
cle was already fettled, they faid they no longer 
infiflecl upon particulars, but gave their advice that 
his Majefty flioulcl not engage himfelf in any mea- 
fure that would produce a new war, feinfeg the nation 
had been fo uneafy under the laft. After long de- 
bates, and great variety as well as virulance of alter- 
cation, the Houfe agreed to an addrefs, in which 
they difapproved of the partition-treaty, as a feheme, 
linconfiflent with the peace and fafety of Europe 
'as well as prejudicial to the intereft of Great- Britain. 
They complained, that neither the inlirucilions given 
to his plenipotentiaries, nor the draft of the treaty 
itfelf, had been laid before his Majefty’s council. 
They humbly befought him, that for the future, he 
would in all matters of importance, require and 
admit the advice of his natural-born fubjedls of known 
probity and fortune; and that he would confiitute a 
council of fuch perfons, to whom he might imparl 
all affairs which mould any way concern him and his 
dominions. They obferved, that interefl; and natu- 
ral affedion to their country would incline them to 
Burnet meafure that might tend to its welfare and 

Okimbcon profperity; wherefts ftrangers could not be fo much 
Cole. influenced by thefe confiderations : that their know- 
StsLW l^dge of the country would render them more capV 

Tracu, ble than foreigners could be of advifing his Majefty 

Ralph ’ to'iching the true interelb of his kingdom : that they 
Voimro. had exhibited fuch repeated demonUrations of their 

duty 
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duty and afFeiflion, as muA convince his Majefly of chap. 
their zeal in his fcrvice ; nor could he want the 
knowledge of perfons fit to be employed in all his 
fecrct and arduous affairs : finally, as the French 
King appeared to have violated the treaty of parti- 
tion, they advifed his Majefty, in future negocia- 
tions with that Prince, to proceed with fucli caution 
as might imply a real fecurity. 

§ XLVIll. The King received this fevere remon- 
flrance with his uliial phlegm ; faying, it contained 
matter of very great moment; and he would take 
care that all treaties he made fhould be for the ho- 
nour and fafety of England. Though he deeply felt 
this affront, he would not alter his condudl towards 
the new minifters ; but, he plainly perceived their 
intention was to thwart him in his favourite meafure, 
and humble him into a dependence upon their intereftAn. 1701. 
in Parliament. On the laft day of March, he im- 
parted to the Commons the French King’s decla- 
ration, that he would grant no other fecurity than 
a renewal of the treaty of Ryfwick : fo that the ne- 
gociation feemed to be at an end. He likewife 
communicated two refolutions of the States-Gene- 
ral, with a memorial from their envoy in England, 
relating to the fhips they had equipped with a view 
to join the Englim fleet, and the luccours ftipulatcd 
in the treaty concluded in the year l677, which they 
defired might be fent over with all convenient expe- 
dition. The Houfe having confidered this meffage, 
unanimoLifly refolved to defire his Majefty would 
carry on the negociations in concert with the States- 
General, and take fuch meafures therein as might 
moft conduce to their fafety : they affured him, they 
would eftedlually enable him to fupport the treaty 
of 1677, by which England was Sound to affift them 
with ten ihoufand men, and twenty Ihips of war, in 
cafe they fliould be attacked. Though the King 
was nettled at that part of this addrefs, which, by 
cqpfining him to one treaty, implied their difappro- 

bation 
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book batioii of a new confcdeucy, he difcovcred no Iigns 
of emcjlion : hut thanked them for the allurancc they 

'"tToT^ h.ul P,i.vcn, and told them he had lent oidcra to his 
envoy at the llaj^uc, to continue the conferences with 
the Courts of France and Spain. On tlie ninctccmU 
day of Aptil, the Marquis de Torty doliveied to the 
Karl of Manchefier, at Paris, a letter from the new 
King of Spain to his[Brttannick Majeflvi notifying 
his accelHon to that throne, and exprcfling a defire 
of CLilrivating a mutual fricudfliip with the King and 
Crown of England. How averfe foever ’VV'illiam 
might have been to any correfpondcnce of this fort, 
the Earl of Rocheller and the new miniflcrs impor- 
tuned him in fuch a manner to acknowledge Philip, 
that he at length complied with their intreaties, and 
■wrote a civil anfwer to his Moll Catholick Majefty. 
This was a very alarming incident to the Emperor, 
who was bent upon a war with the two crowns, and 
had determined to fend Piincc Eugene with an army 
into Italy, to take pofleflion of the duchy of Milan, 
as a fief of the empire. The new Pope, Clement XI. 
who had Inccccdcd to the papacy m the preceding 
year, was attached to the French inlcicfi : the Vtne- 
tiaiis favoured the Emptror; but they rtfufed to 
declaie themfelvcs at this juniRurc. 

§ XLIX. The French King confented to a re- 
newal of the negociations at the Plague ; hut, in 
the mean time tampered with the Dutch deputies, 
to engage them in a feperate treaty. P’mcling them 
determined to adl in concert with the King of Eng- 
land, he protraifled the confciences, in order to gain 
time, while he eredled fortifications, and drew lines 
on the frontiers of Holland, divided the Princes of 
the Empire by his intrigues, and endeavoured to gain 
over the ftates ol’^Ilaly. The Dutch, mean while, 
exerted themfelves in providing for their own fecu- 
rity. They re-cnlbrced their garrifons, purchafed 
fupplics, and folicited fuccours from foreign poten- 
tates. The States wrote a letter, to King William, 

explaining 
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explaining the danger of their fauation, profelTing c HAP. 
the moil inviolable attachment to the intcrell of VI. 
England, and defiring that the fiipnkted number of^'^TtuT^ 
troops tliould be font immediately to their a/Tiflance. 

The three Scottilh regiments which he had retained 
in his own pay were immediately tranlpoited from 
Scotland. The letter of the States-General he com- 
municated to the houfc of Commons, who having 
taken it into confifleration, refolved to allifl: his 
Majcfly to fupport his allies in maintaining the liberty 
of Europe ; and to provide immediate luccours for 
the States General, according to the treaty of 1677. 

The Houfe of Peers, to whom the letter was alfo 
communicated, carried their zeal ftill farther. They 
prefented an addrefs, in which they defired his Ma- 
jefty would not only perform the articles of any for- 
mer treaty with the States-General, but alfo engage 
with them in a fividl league oflenfive and defenfive, 
for their common prefervation ; and invite into it all 
the Princes and States that were concerned in the 
prefent vifible danger arifing from the union of 
France and Spain. They exhorted him to enter 
into fuch alliances with the Emperor, as his Majcfty 
fhould think neceflliry, piirfuant to the ends of the 
treaty concluded in the year 1689. They allured 
him of their hearty and finccre affifiance, not doubt- 
ing that Almiglity God would proteft his facred 
perfon in fo righteous a caufe ; and that the unani- 
mity, wealth, and courage of his fubjedls would 
carry him with honour and fuccefs through all the 
difficulties of a juft war. Laftly, they took leave 
humbly to reprefent, that the dangers to which his 
kingdom and allies had been expofed, were chiefly 
owing to the fatal counfcls that prevented his Ma- 
jefty’sfooner meeting his people in Parliament. 

^ L. Thefe proceedings of both Houfes could 
not but be very agreeable to the King, who exprefled 
his fatisfadlion in his anfwer to each apart. They 
were the more, remarkable, as at this very time con- 

' liderablc 
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^ ! the old miniRry. This deviation, therefore, from 

the tenour of their former condudi could be owing 
to no other motive than a fenfe of their own danger, 
and refentment againfl France, which, even during 
the negociation, liad been fecretly employed in mak- 
ing preparations to furprile and dillrcfs the States- 
General. The Commons having expreiled their 
fentimenis on this fubjedl, refumed the confideration 
of tlie partition treaty. They had appointed a com- 
mittee to examine the journals of the Houfe of 
Lords, and to report their proceedings in relation 
to the treaty of partition. When the report was 
made by Sir Edward Seymour, the Houfe refolved 
itfelf into a committee, to confider the Hate of the 
nation: after warm debates, they refolved, That 
William Earl of Portland, by negociating and con- 
cluding the treaty of partition, was guilty of a Jjigh 
crime and mifdemeanour. They ordered Sir John 
Levefon Gower to impeach him at the bar of the 
Houfe of Lords : and named a committee to pre- 
pare the articles of his impeachment. Then, in a 
conference with the Lords, they delired to know 
the particulars of what had palled between the Earl 
of Portland and Secretary Vernon, in relation to the 

{ mtition-treaty, as alfo w'bat other information they 
lad obtained concerning negociations or treaties of 
partition of the Spanifh monarchy. The Lords de- 
murring to this demand, the Lower-Houfe refolved 
to addrefs the King, That copies of both treaties 
of partition, together with all the powers and inflruc- 
tions for negociating thofe treaties, fhould be laid 
before them. The copies were accordingly pro- 
duced, and tb#* Lords fent down to the Commons 
two papers, containing the powers granted to the 
Earls of Portland and Jerfey, for figning both trea- 
ties of partition. The tioufe afterwards ordered, 
That Mr. Secretary Vernon foould lay before them 
all the letters which had pafled between the Earl of 

Portland 
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Portland and him, in relation to thofe treaties ; and Cii ap. 
he thought proper to obey their command. No- ^ ^ ^ 
thing could be more fcandaloufly partial than the i7oJ7*^ 
condudl of the Commons on this occahon. They 
relblved to fereen the Earl of Jerfey, Sir Jofeph 
Williamfon, and Mr. Vernon, who had been as 
deeply concerned as any others in that tranfadlion ; 
and pointed all their vengeance againft the Earls of 
Portland and Orford, and the Lords Somers and 
Hallifax, Some of the members even tampered 
with Kidd, who was now a prifoner in Newgate, to 
accufe Lord Somers as having encouraged him in 
his piracy. He was brought to the bar of the Houfe, 
and examined : but he declared that he had never 
fpoke to Lord Somers; and that he had no order 
from thofe concerned in the fliip, but that of purfii- 
ing his voyage againft the pirates in Madagafcar. 

Finding him unfit for their purpofe, they left him 
to the courfe of law ; and he was hanged, with fome 
of his accomplices. 

§ LI. Lord Somers, underdanding that he was 
accufed in the Houfe of Commons of having con- 
fented to the partition-treaty, dcflred that he might 
be admitted and heard in his own defence. His rc- 
queft being granted, he told the Houfe, that when 
he received the King’s letter concerning the parti- 
tion-treaty, with an order to fend over the ncccllary 
powers in the moft fecret manner, he thought it 
would have been taking too much upon him to put a 
flop to a treaty of fach confequence, when the life of 
the King of Spain was fo precarious j for, had the 
King died before the treaty was finiftied, and he 
been blamed for delaying the neceflkry powers, he 
could not have juftified his own co«idudl, ftnee the 
King’s letter was really a warrant ; that, neyprthe- 
lefs, he had written a letter to his Majefty, objedl- 
ing to feveral particulars in the treaty, and propofing 
other articles which he thought were for the intereft 
of 'his country ; that he thought himfelf bound to put 
‘ a the 
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BOOR the great feal to the treaty wlien it was concluded: 

^ , that as a Privy-Counl'clloi , lie had olfered liis bed 

advice, and as Chancellor, executed his oduc ac- 
cording to his duly. After he had witlulrawn, his 
jurtificalion gave rile to a long debate, which ended 
in a rtfolution carried by a majority of feven voices, 
That John Lord Somers, by advifing Ins Majefiy 
to conclude the treaty of partition, whereby large 
territories of the Spaniflt monarchy were to be 
delivered up to France, was guilty of a high crime 
and mifdcnicanour. Votes to the fame efl'eift were 
pallW againfl. Edward Earl of Orfovd, and Charles 
Lord Hallifax; and all three were impeached at 
the bar of the Upper Houfe. But the Commons 
knowing that thofe impeachments would produce 
nothing in the Houfe of Lords, where the oppofite 
intercli predominated, they rcfolved to proceed 
againft the accufed noblemen in a more expeditious 
and cffcdlual way of branding ihcir reputation. 
They voted and prcfcnicd an addrefs to the King, 
deliring he would remove them from his councils 
and prefence for ever, as advifers of a ticaty fo per- 
nicious to the trade and welfare of England. They 
concluded, by repeating their allUrance, that they 
would always ftand by and fupport his Majefly to 
the utmofl of their power, againtl all his enemies 
both at home and abroad. The King, in his anfwer, 
artfully overlooked the lirfi. part of the rcmonftrance. 
He thanked them for their repeated aflurances ; and 
told them he would employ none in his fervice but 
fuch as fhould be thought moll likely to improve 
that mutual trull and cotiliclence between him and 
his people, which was fo nccellary at that conjunc- 
ture, both for tfneir own fecurity and the prefervation 
of their allies. 

^ LII. The Lords, incenfed at this ftep of the 
Commons, which they confidered as an infult upon 
their tribunal, and a violation of common juftice, 
drew up and delivered a counter-addrefs, humbly 

befeccliing 



WILJ-IAM. 


413 

bcfeeching his Majcfly, that be would not pafs any criAP. 
cenlure upon thc acculbd Jxirds iinlil tlioy Ihould^^ 
be tried on the im[>e;u'limcnts, and judgments be ^itok ' 
given according to tlic ulligc of Parliament. The 
King was fo perplexed by thele oppofite reprefenta- 
tions, that he knew not well what courle to follow. 

He made no reply to the counter-addrefs ; but al- 
lowed the names of the impeached J^ords to remain 
in the council-books. The Commons having car- 
ried their point, which was to stigmatize thofe no- 
blemen, and prevent their being employed for the 
future, fulFercd the impeachments to be neglected, 
until they thcmfelves moved for trial. On tlic fifth 
day of May the Houfe of Lords fent a mefiage to 
the Commons, importing. That no articles had as 
yet been exhibited againfl. the noblemen whom 
they had impeached. The charge was immediately 
drawn up againfl the Earl of OrforJ: him they 
accufed of having received exorbitant grants from 
the Crown: of having been concerned with Kidd 
the pirate; of having commillcd abufes in manag- 
ing and victualling tlic fleet, when it lay on the coafl 
of Spain: and lallly, of having advifed the partition- 
treaty. The Earl in liis own defence declared, that 
he had received no grant from the King, except a 
very diftant rcierfion, and a prefent of ten thoufand 
pounds, after he had defeated the French at La 
Hogue: that in Kidd’s afiair he bad acted legally, 
and w’ith a good intention towards the publick, 
though to his own lofs; that his accounts with regard 
to the fleet which he commanded had been exa- 
mined and palled; yet he w'as ready to wave the 
advantage, and juflify himfclf in every particular; 
and he abfolutely denied that hejiad given any 
advice concerning the treaty of partition. Lord 
Somers was accufed of having fet the feals to 
the powers, and afterwards to the treaties: of 
having accepted fome grants: of having been an 
accomplice with Kidd; and of having Ibrae guilt 
of partial and dilatory proceedings in Chancery. 

o He 
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ijOOKlIc anfwered every article in the charge; hut no 

^ replication was made by the Commons, cither to 
ivuir him or to the Earl of Orford. When the Commons 
were Ilimulated by another mehage from the Peers, 
relating to the impeachments of the Earl of Portland 
and Lord Hallifitx, they declined exhibiting articles 
againfl the former, on pretence of rtlpedl for his 
Majefty ; but on the fourteenth of June the charge 
againft Ilallifax was fent up to the Lords. He was 
taxed with poflefling a grant in Ireland, without 
paying the produce of it, according to the law lately 
enadled concerning ihofe grants : with enjoying 
another grant out of the foreft of Deane, to the wafte 
of the timber and the prejudice of the navy: with 
having held places that were incompatible, by being 
at the fame time Commiffioner of the Treafury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and with having ad- 
vifed the two trea.ties of partition, tie anfwered, 
that his grant in Ireland was of debts and fums of 
money, and within the adl concerning confifeated 
eftates; that all he had ever received from it did 
not exceed four hundred pounds, which, if he was 
bound to repay, a common adlion would lie againfl* 
him; but every man was not to be impeached who 
did not difeharge his debts at the very day of 
payment. He obferved, that as his grant in the 
fbrefl* of Deane extended to weedings only, it could 
occalion no wafle of timber, nor prejudice to the 
navy ; that the auditor’s place was held by another 
perfon, until he obtained the King’s leave to with- 
draw from the Treafury : that he never faw the firfl: 
treaty of partition, nor was his advice afked upon* 
the fubjedt; that he had never heard of the fecond 
but once before it was concluded: and then he 
fpoke his fentiments freely on the fubject. This 
anfwcr, like the others, would have been negledled 
by the Commons, whofe aim was now to evade the 
trials, had not the Lords prelied them by mefiages 
to expedite the articles. They even appointed a 
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day foi' Orford’s trial, and figniflcd their refolutlon cir^p. 
to the Commons. Thefc defired that a committee 
of both Houles fliould be named for fettling prcli- 
minaries, one of which was, That the Lord to be 
tried fliould not lit as a Peer; and the other im- 
ported, That thole Lords impeached for the fame 
matter fliould not vote in the trial of each other. 

They likewife defired, that Lord Somers fliould be 
firll tried. The Lords made no objedlion to this 
laft demand; but they rejedled the propofal of a 
committee confifling of both Houfes, alledging, 
that the Commons were parties, and had no title to 
fit in equality with the judges, or to fettle matters 
relating to the trial : that this was a demand con- 
trary to the principles of law and rules of juftice, and 
never pradlifed in any court or nation. The Lords, 
indeed, had yielded to this expedient in the Popifli 
plot, becaufe it was a cafe of treafon, in which the 
King’s life and fiifeiy of the kingdom were con- 
cerned, while the people were jealous of the Court, 
and the whole nation was in a ferment; but at pre- 
fent the times were quiet, and the charge amounted 
to nothing more than mifdemeanours ; therefore, 
the Lords could not allent to fuch a propofal as was 
derogatory from their jurifdidlion. Neither would 
they agree to the preliminaries; but, on the twelfdi 
day of June, refolved, That no Peer impeached for 
high crimes and mifdemeanours, fhould, upon his 
trial, be without the bar: and. That no Peer im- 
peached could be precluded from voting on any 
occafion, except in his own trial. Divers meflages 
pafled between the two Houfes ; the Commons ftill 
infilling upon a committee to fettle preliminaries: 
at length the difpute was brought, to a free con- 
ference. 

. § LlII. Mean while, the King going to the 
Houfe of Peers, gave the royal afient to the bill 
of fuccelfion. In this fpeech he exprefled his warm 
acknowledgements for their repeated aflurances of 
. fupporting 
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proper for the profervatioii of the libcrly of Europe, 
and for the fccnriiy of Englatul and the States- 
Gcneral. He obferved, that the feafon of the year 
was advanced : that the polUirc of aflliirs abfolutely 
required his prefence abroad: and he recommended 
difpatch of the publiok bufinci^, cfpccially of thofe 
matters which were of tlie grcatcfl importance. The 
Commons thanked him in an addrefs for having 
approved of their proceedings: they declared they 
would fupport him in fuch alliances as he fliould 
think fit to make in conjundlion with the Emperor 
and the States-General, for the peace of Europe, 
and reducing the exorbitant power of France. Then 
they, refumed their difputc with the Upper Houfe. 
fn the free conference, Lord Haverfliam happened 
to tax 'the Commons with partiality, in impcaching 
fome Lords, and fereening others who were equally 
guilty of the fame mifderacanours. Sir Chrifiopher 
Mufgrave and the managers for the Commons im- 
mediately withdrew: this unguarded fally being 
reported to the Houfe, they immediately ivfohed. 
That John Lord Haverfham had uttered moft 
fcandalous reproaches and falfe exprelllons, highly 
reflcdling upon the honour and juflice of the Houfe 
of Commons, tending to a breach in the good 
‘correfpondence between the two Houfes, and to 
the interruption of the publick juftice of the nation: 
That the laid Lord Haverfliam fhould be charged 
before the Lords for the faid words : That the Lords 
Ihould be defired to proceed in juflice againfl him, 
and to infli£l upon him fuch punifhment as fo high 
an offence againfl the Commons did deferve. Th6 
Commons had /low found a pretence to juflify their 
delay; and declared they would not renew the con- 
ference until they fhould have received fatisfadlion. 
Lord Haverfham offered to fubmit to a trial ; but 
infifled on their firft proving the words which he 
was faid to have fpoken. When this declaration 

I was 
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ms imparted to the Commons, they faid, the Lords CHAP, 
ought to have cenfured liim in a limimary way, and 
Hill vefufed to renew the conference. The Lords, 
on the other hand, came to a refolution, That 
there fliould not be a committee of both Houles 
concerning the trial of the impeached lords. Then 
they refolved, That Lord Somers fhould be tried 
at WeflminHer-hall on Tuefday the feventeenth day 
of June, and fignified this refolution to the Lower- 
Houfe ; reminding them, at the fame time, of the 
articles againft the Earl of Portland. The Com- 
mons refufed to appear, alledgiiig, they were the 
only judges, and that the evidence was not yet 
prepared. They fent up the reafons of their non- 
appearance to the Houfe of Lords, where they 
were fupported by the new miniftry and all the 
mal-contents, and produced very warm debates. 

The majority carried their point piecemeal, by dint 
of different votes, againft which very fevere proteft* 
were entered. On the day appointed for the trial, 
they fent a mefllige to' the Commons, that they were 
going to Weflminfter-Hall. The other impeached 
lords afked leave, and were permitted to withdraw. 

The articles of impeachment againft Lord Somers, 
and his anfwers, being read in Weftminfter-IIall, 
and the Commons not appearing to profecute, the . 

Lords adjourned to their own houfe, where they 
debated concerning the queftion that was to be pur. 

This being fettled, they returned to Wefiminfter- 
Hallj and the queftion being put, “That John 
“ Lord Somers be acquitted of the articles of im- 
“ peachment againft him, exhibited by the Houfe 
“ of Commons, and all things therein contained ; 

** and, That the impeachment bs difmi/Ied,” it 
was carried by a majority of thirty-five. The 
Commons, exal'perated at thefe proceedings, re- 
refolved, That the Lords had refufed juftice to the 
Commons : That they had endeavoured to over- 
turn the right of impeachment lodged in the Com- 
mons by the ancient cbnftitution of the kingdom j 
V OL. I. » E K Thar ‘ 
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HOOK ’I'liat till ihc ill confoqucnccs which might attend 
!• ^ the delay of the lupplios given for the prelcrvation 

of the puhlick pc.ioe, :unl tlic raaintcniincc of the 
balance of Europe, woulil be owing to thofe who, 
to procure an indemnity for their own crimes, had 
ufed their utmoft endeavours to make a breach be- 
tween the two Houfes. J'hc Lords fent a meflage to the 
Commons, giving them to itndcrfland, that they had 
acquitted Loid Somers, and difmillod the impeach- 
ment, as nobody had appeared to fiipport the arti- 
cles ; and that dtcy had appointed next Monday for 
the trial of the Earl of Oiford. They ref lived, 
That unlefs the charge againil Lord Havcriham 
Ihould be profecuted by the Commons before the 
end of the feffion, the Lords would adjudge him. 
innocent : That the refolutions of the Commons on 
their late votes contained moft unjull reflcdlions on 
the honour and jullice of the Peers ; Tliat they were 
contrived to cover their cfTcdled and unreaionable 
delays in jirolecuting the impeached Lords j That 
they maniieftly tended to the dellrudlion of the 
judicature of the Lords; to the rendering trials on 
impeachments impracHicabIc for the futuie, -and to 
the fubverting ihe conllitution of the Engliflt go- 
vernment : That, therefore, whatever ill confe- 
quence might arife from the fo long deferring the 
fupplies for this year’s fcrvice, were to be attributed 
to the fatal counfel of the putting oil’ the meeting 
of a ParliamwOt fo long, and to the unnce/lary de- 
lays of the IIoLife ot Commons. On the twenty- 
third day of June, the aiticles of impeachment 
againlf Edwaid Earl of Oiford were read in Weft- 
minfter-Hall ; but the Houfe of Commons having 
previoufly ordered that none of the members Ihould 
appear at this pretended trial, thofe articles were not 
fupported: fo that liis lordlhip was acquitted, and 
the impeachment dilmiOul. Next d.iy, the ini- 
peachnicnts againil; the Duke of Leeds, which had 
lain iVvcn years negkdfcd, together with thofe 
a«;.iinft the Eail of Portland and Lord Ilalhltvs, as 
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well as the charge againft Lord Havcrfliam, were CHAP, 
difmhled for want of prolecution. Each Houfc or- ^ , 

dered a narrative of thefe proceedings to be pub- ivoTT 
liflicd; and their mutual animolity had proceeded 
to fuch a degree of rancour, as feemed to preclude 
all poflibility of reconciliation. The Commons, in 
the whole courfe of this tranfaddion, had certainly 
adled from motives of fadlion and revenge ; for 
nothing could be more unjufl, frivolous, and 
partial, than the charge exhibited in the articles of 
impeachment, their anticipating addrefs to the 
King, and their affedled delay in the profccutions. 

Their condudl on this occafion was fo flagrant as 
to attradl tlie notice of the common people, and 
infiiire the generality of the nation with difgufi. 

This the Whigs did not fail to augment by the arts 
of calumny, and in particular, by infinuating that the 
Court of Verfaillcs had found means to engage the 
majority of the Commons in its intereft. 

§ LIV. This fadion liad, fince the beginning of 
this feffion, employed their emiflaries in exciting a 
popular avcrfion to the Tory miniflers and mem- 
bers, and fucceecled fo well in their endeavours, 
that they formed a fcheme of obtaining petitions 
from different counties and corporations, that fhould 
induce the Commons to alter their condud, on the 
fuppofition that it was contrary to the fenfe of the 
nation. In execution of this fcheme, a petition 
figned by the deputy-lieutenants, above twenty juf- 
tices of the peace, the grand jury and freeholders of 
the county of Kent, had been prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons on the eighteenth day of May, 
by five gentlemen of fortune and clifhndioii. The 
purport of this remonUrance wa5 to recommend 
union among themfclves and confidence in his Ma- 
jelly, whofe great adions for the nation could never 
be forgotten without the blackeft ingratitude ; to 
beg they would have regard to the voice of the 
people ; that their religion and fafety might be effec- 
tually provided for; that their loyal acldrcffes might 
■* R £ 2 be 



420 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


COOK 



i701. 


be turned into billiS of fupply ; and that his mod 
facrcd Majefty might be enabled powerfully to alTid 
his allies before ir flioulcl be too late. The Houfc 
was fo incenfed at ihc petulance of the petition, 
that they voted it fcandaloiis, infolcnt, and fedi- 
tious ; and ordered the gentlemen who had pre- 
lented it to be taken into cudody. I'hey were after- 
wards committed to the Gaiehoufe, where they re- 
mained till the prorogation of Parliament ; but they 
had no reafon to repine at their imprifonnicnt, which 
recommended them to the notice and efieem of 
the publick. They were vifited and carefled by the 
chiefs of the Whig intereft, and confidered as martyrs 
to the liberties of the people. Their confinement 
gave rife to a very extraordinary paper, intitled, 
“ A memorial from the gentlemen, freeholders, and 

inhabitants, of the counties of , in behalf of 

“ themfclves, and many tlioufands of the good peo- 
“■ pie of England.” It was figned and font to 

the Speaker in a letter, commanding him, in the 
name of two hundred ihoufand Englilhmen, to de- 
li\ er it to the Houfe of Commons. In this llrange 
cxpoftulation, the Houfc was charged with illegal 
and unwarrantable pradtices, in fifteen particulars : 
a new claim of right was ranged under feven heads ; 
and the Commons were admonifhed to adt accord- 
ing to their duty, as fpecifiecl in this memorial, on 
pain of incurring the refentment of an injured na- 
tion. It was concluded in thefe words : “ For 
Englifhmen are no more to be Haves to Par- 
liaments than to kings — our n^e is Legion, 
“ and we are many.” The Commons were equally 
provoked and intimidated by this libel, which 
was the produdlicm of one Dafiiel de Poe, a feur- 
rilous party-writer, in very little eflimation. They 
would not, however, deign to take notice of it in 
the Houfe: but a complaint being made of endea- 
vours to raife tumults and feditions, a committee 
was appointed to draw up an addrefs to his Majcfty, 

informing 
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informing liim of thofe feditious endeavours, and CHAP, 
befeeching him to provide for the publick peace and , , 

fecLirity. 

§ LV. The Houfe, however, perceiving plainly 
that they had incurred the odium of the nation, 
which began to clamour for a war with France, and 
dreading the popular refentment, thought fit to 
change their meafures with vefpedl to this objedl, 
and prefent the addrefs we have already mentioned, 
in which they promifed to fupport him in the alli- 
ances he thould contradt witn the Emperor and 
other States, in order to bridle the exorbitant power 
of France. They likewife proceeded in earneft upon 
the fupply, and voted funds for raifing about 
two millions feven hundred thoufand pounds to de- 
fray the expence of the enfuing year. They voted 
thirty thoufand feanien, and refolved that ten thou- 
fand troops -fhoLild be tranfported from Ireland to 
Holland, as the auxiliaries flipulated in the treaty 
of 1677 with the States-General. The funds were 
conftituted of a land tax, certain duties on merchan- 
dize, and a weekly dedudlion from the Excife, fo 
as to bring down the civil lift to fix hundred thou- 
fands pounds ; as the Duke of Gloucefter was dead, 
and James’s Queen refufed her allowance. They 
paffed a bill for taking away all privileges of Par- 
liament in legal profecutions, during the interme- 
diate prorogations ; their laft ftruggle with the Lords 
was concerning a bill for appointing comniiffioners 
to examine and ftate the publick accounts. The 
perfons nominated for this purpofe were extremely 
obnoxious to the majority of the Peers, as violent 
partifans of the Tory facHion : when the bill, there- 
fore, was fent up to the Lordsj they made fome 
amendments, which the Commons rejefled. The for- 
mer animofity between the two lloufes began to re- 
vive, when the King interrupted theirdifputes, by put- 
ting an end to the feffion, on the twenty-fourih day 
ol June, after having thanked the Parli^uent for 

their 
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their zeal in the publick fcrvicc, and exhorted them 
to a cUfehargo of their duties in their feveral coun- 
ties. Ill* was, no (louhr, extremely plealed with 
Iiu.h an ilfue of a felfion that had begun with a very 
inanfpiclons afpci^l. His health daily declined ; hut 
hr concealed the decay of his conllitution, that his 
alhei. might not h.e dilcouraged from engaging in a 
confcdua.j of wlncu h<^ was deemed the head and 
chief fupport. He conferred the command of the 
ten thoufand troops deflined for Holland upon the 
Earl of Marlborough, and appointed him at the 
fame time his Plenipotentiary to the States-General : 
a choice that evinced his difeernment and difere- 
tion ; for that nobleman furpafled all his contempo- 
raries, both as a general and a politician. He was 
cool, penetrating, intrepid, and perfevering, plaufi- 
ble, infinuating, artful, and diflembhng. 

§ LVI. A Regency being eflablilhed, the King 
embarked for Holland in the beginning of July. 
On his anival at the Hague he aflided at an al- 
fcmbly of the States- General, whom he harangued 
in very affedtionate terms, and was anfwered with 
great cordiality : then he made a progrels round the 
frontier,, to examine the (late of the garrifons; and 
gave fucli orders and dircdlions as he judged necef- 
iary ft r the defence of the country. Mean while, 
the iMonch minifler, ITAvaux, being recalled from 
tlic liigLie, clcli\cu‘d a letter to the States from 
the 1’rcni.h King, who complained that they had 
often interrupted the conferences, from which no 
good fmits were to be expedlcd ; but he allured 
them it wholly depended upon themfelves, whether 
they flioukl continue to receive marks of his ancient 
fiiciidlhip for their rcpublick. The letter was ac- 
companied by an infolcnt memorial, to which the 
State s-General returned a very fpiriled anfwcr. As 
they cxpedlcd nothing now but hoftilities from 
Eianec, they redoubled their diligence in making 
prenaialiono for their own defence. They repaired 
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their fortifications, augmented their army, and hired C II A P. 
auxiliaries. King William and they had already ^ ^ 

engaged in an alliance with the King of Denmark, ijInT 
who undertook ro furnifli a certain number of troops, 
in confideration of a llibfidy ; and they cndeavoureil 
to mediate a peace between Sweden and Polajid ; 
but this they could not effect. France had like- 
wife offered her mediation between thofe powers 
in hopes of bringing over Sweden to her intereft; 
and the Court of Vienna had tampered with the 
Ring of Poland ; but he perfifled in his refolution 
to profecute the war. The Spaniards began to be 
very uneafy under the dominion of their new mafler. 

They were Ihocked at the infolence of his French 
minifirers and attendants, and much more at the 
manners and fafhions which they introduced. The 
grandees found themfelves very little confidered 
by their Sovereign, and relented his occonomy ; for 
he had endeavoured to retrench the expence of the 
Court, which had ufed to fupport their magnificence. 

Prince Eugene, at the head of the Imperial army, 
had entered Italy by Viccnz,a, and palled the Adige 
near Carpi, where he defeated a body of five thou- 
fand French forces. The enemy were commanded 
by the Duke of Savoy, aflifted by Marefchal Cati- 
nat and the Prince of Vaudemont, who did not 
think proper to hazard an engagement: but Mare- 
fchal Villeroy arriving in the latter end of Auguft. 
with orders to attack the Imperialifis, Catinat re- 
tired in difguft. The new General marched imme- 
diately towards Chiari, where Prince Eugene was 
entrenched, and attacked his camp ; but met with 
fuch a reception, that he ' was obliged to retire with 
the lofs of five thoufand men. Towards the end of 
the campaign the Prince took pofieffion of all the 
Mantuan territories, except Mantua, itfelf, and Goito, 
the blockade of which he formed, lie reduced all 
the places on the Oglio, and continued in the field 
during the whole winter, exhibiting repeated marks 

of 
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HO OK of the moll invincible courage, indefatigable vigi- 

^ I lance, and cxtcnfive cajiacity in the art of war. In 

1701. January he had well nigh furprizcd Cremona, by in- 
troducing a body of men through an old aquedud. 
They forced one of the gales, by which the Prince 
and his followers entered : Villeroy being wakened 
by the noife, ran out into the ftreet, where he was 
taken ; and the town muft have been infallibly re- 
duced, had Prince Eugene been joined by another 
body of troops, which he had ordered to march 
from the Parmefan, and fecure the bridge. Thcfe 
not arriving at the time appointed, an Irifli regi- 
ment in the French fervice took pofTeflion of the 
bridge, and the Prince was obliged to retire with his 
prifoner. 

^ LVII, The French King, alarmed at the adi- 
vity and military genius of the Imperial General, 
fent a reinforcement to his army in Italy, and the 
Duke of Vendomc to command his forces in that 
country : he likewife importuned the Duke of Savoy 
to aflid him cfFedtially ; but that Prince having ob- 
tained all he could exped from France, became cold 
and backward. Ills fecond daughter was by this 
time married to the new King of Spain, who met 
her at Barcelona, where he found liimfclf involved 
in difputcs with the Stales of Catalonia, who refufed 
to pnj' a tax he had impofed, until their privileges 
fliould be confirmed ; and he was obliged to gratify 
them in this particular. — ^'Phe war continued to rage 
in the North. The young King of Sweden routed 
the Saxons upon the river Dunu : thence he marched 
into Courland, and took polleflion of Mittau with- 
out oppofttion ; while the King of Poland retired 
into Lithuania. In Plungary the French cmifihriea 
endeavoured to fow the feeds of a new revolt. They 
exerted themfelves with indefatigable indtiftry in al- 
moll every Court of Chrillendom. They had already 
gained over the Eledlor of Bavaria, and his brother, 
the EletSlor of Cologn, tosethet with the Dukes of 

Wolfcn- 
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Wolfenbuttle and Saxa-Goiha, who profefled neu- CIIA.P, 
trality, while they levied troops, and made fneh pre- ^ ^ 

parations for war, as plainly indicated that they had 
received fublidies from France. Louis had alio ex- 
torted a treaty of alliance from the Kinp, of Portugal, 
who was perionally attached to the Auftrian inferell; 
but this weak Prince was a Have to his miniftcrs, 
whom the French King had coirupted. During this 
fummer, the French coalls were over-awed by the 
Qombined fleets of England and Holland, under the 
command of Sir Geoige Rookc, who failed down 
the Channel in the latter end of Augufi, and de- 
tached Vice-Admiral Benbow with a ft rung fquadron 
to the Weft-Indics. In order to deceive the French 
King, with regard to the deftination of this fleet. 

King William demanded the free ufe of the Spanilh 
harbours, as if his defign had been to fend a fqua- 
dron to the Mediterranean : but he met with a re- 
pulfe, while the French ihips wcie freely admitted. 

About this period the King revoked his letters- 
patent to the Commiflioners of the Admiralty, and 
conflituted the Earl of Pembroke Lord High-Ad- 
miral of England, in order to avoid the fadlions, the 
difputes, and divided counfels of a board. The 
Earl was no fooner promoted to this ofbee, than he 
fent Captain Loades with three frigates to Cadiz, to 
bring home the fea flores and efTcdls belonging to 
the Englifli in that place, before the war fhould 
commence; and this piece of fervice was fuccefs- 
fully performed. The French King, in order to en- 
joy all the advantages that could be derived from his 
union with Spain, eftablifhed a company, to open a 
trade with Mexico and Peru ; and concluded a new 
Alflento treaty for fupplying the Spanifh plantations 
with negroes. At the fame time, he lent a Itrong 
fquadron to the port of Cadiz. The French drefs 
was introduced into the Court of Spain ; and, by a 
formal ediiSl, the grandees of that kingdom and the 
peers of France were put on a level in each nation, 

^ ' There 
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BOOK There was no vigour left in the councils of Spain; 
licjf finances were cxhauilccl ; and her former Ipirit 
feemed to be quite cxtinguiflied 5 the nobility were 
beggars, and the common ])eople ovcrvvhelmed with 
indigence and didrefs. The condition of France 
was not much more profperous. She had been har- 
ralied by a long war, and now faw herlclf on the 
eve of another, which in all probability would ren- 
der her completely miferable. 

^ LVIII. Thefe circumdances were well known 
to the Emperor and the Maritime Powers, and ferved 
to animate their negociations for another grand al- 
liance. Conferences were opened at the Hague ; 
and, on the feventh day of September, a treaty was 
concluded between his Imperial Majefly, England, 
and the States-General. The objedls propofed, were 
to procure fatisfadtion to the Emperor in the Spanifli 
fucceffion, and fufheient fecurity for the dominions 
and commerce of the Allies. They engaged to ufc 
their endeavours for recovering the Spanilh Nether- 
lands, as a barrier between Holland and France; 
and for putting the Emperor in pofieliion of the 
duchy of Milan, Naples, and Sicily, with the lands 
and illands upon the coad of Tufeany belonging to 
the Spanifti clominions. They agreed, that the King 
of England, and the States-General, fhould keep 
and poflefs whatever lands and cities they fhould 
conquer from the Spaniards in the Indies : That the 
Confederates fljoiild faithfully communicate their de- 
ligns to one another: That no party fhould treat of 
peace, or truce, but jointly with the reft ; That they 
fliould concur in preventing the union of France 
and Spain under the fame government ; and hinder 
the French from poftelfing the Spanifli Indies: That, 
in concluding a peace, the Confederates fhould pro- 
vide for the maintenance of the commerce carried 
on by the maritime powers to the dominions taken 
from the Spaniards, and fcciire the States by a bar- 
rier ; That they fhould, at the fame time, fettle the 

cxercife 
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cxcrcifb of religion in the new conquefls: Tiiat they CH AP. 
Ihoulfl allill one another with all their forces, in cafe ^ . 

of lieiiig invaded by the French King, or any other "itoiT'^ 
Potentate, on accoiint of this alliance : That a de- 
fenlive alliance lliould remain between them, even 
after the peace: I'hat all Kings, Princes, and States, 
fhould be at libetty to engage in this alliance. Tliey 
determined to employ two months, to obtain, by 
amicable means, the fatisfadlion and fccurity which 
they demanded; and llipulated, that within fix weeks 
the treaty llioukl be ratilled. 

§ LIX. On the fixfcenth day of September, King 
James expired at St. Germain’s, alter liaving la- 
boured under a tedious indifpofition. This unfor- 
tunate Monarch, lince the mifearriage of hts lafi at- 
tempt for recovering his throne, had laid alide all 
thoughts of worldly grandeur, and devoted his whole 
attention to the concerns of his foul. Though he 
could not prevent tho bufy genius of his Queen from 
planning new fehemes of rell oration, he was always 
bed pleafed when wholly detached from fttch chime- 
rical projccls. Hunting was his chief diverfion; but 
religion was his conftant care. Nothing could be 
more barnilefs than the life he led; and, in the 
courfe of it, he fubjedletl himfelf to uncommon 
penance and mortification. He freqticntly vifited 
the poor monks of La Trappe, who were much edi- 
fied by his humble and pious deportment. His 
pride and arbitrary temper feem to have vanifiied 
with his greatnefs. He became afiable, kind, and 
cafy to all his dependents ; and his religion certainly 
opened and approved the virtues of his heart, though 
it feemed to impair the faculties of his foul. In his 
laft illnefs he conjured his fon to prefer his religion 
to every worldly advantage, and even to renounce all 
thoughts of a Grown, it he could not enjoy it with- 
out oflering violence to bis faith. Ho recommended 
to him the practice of juflice and Chriftian forgive- 
nefs; he himfelf declaring, that he heartily forgave 
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tJOOK the Pniice of Orange, the Emperor, and all his enc- 
t ^ , mies. jf-Ie died with great marks of devotion, and 

v^oiT was interred, at his own reqnofl., in the church of 
the Englifh BencdiiSlincs in Baris, without any fune- 
ral folemuity. 

^ LX. Before his death he was vifited by the 
French King, who feeracd touched with his condi- 
tion, and declared, that, in cafe of his death, he 
would own his fon as King of England. This pro- 
mife James’s Queen had already extoited from him, 
by the intereft of Madame de Maintenon and the 
Dauphin. Accordingly, when James died, the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales was proclaimed King of 
England at St. Germain’s, and treated as fuch at the 
Court of Verfailles. His title was hkewife recog- 
nized by the King of Spain, the Duke of Savoy, and 
the Pope. William was no fooner informed of this 
tranfaflion, than he difpatched a courier to the King 
of Sweden, as guarantee of the treaty of Ryfwick, 
to complain of this manifeft violation. At the fame 
lime, he recalled the Earl of Manchefler from Paris, 
and ordered him to return without taking an audi- 
ence of leave. That nobleman immediately with- 
drew, after having intimated to the Marquis de 
Torcy the order he had received. Louis, in vindi- 
cation of his own condudV, difperfed through all the 
Courts of Europe a manifeflo, in which he affirmed, 
that in owning the Prince of Wales as King of Eng- 
land he had not infringed any article of the treaty 
of Ryfwick. He confefled, that in the fourth arti- 
cle he had promifed that he would not diflurb the 
King of Great-Britain in the peaceable pofleffion of 
his dominions ; and he declared his intention was to 
obferve that premife pundUially. He obferved, that 
his gencrofity would not allow him to abandon the 
Prince of Wales or his family : that he could not 
refufe him a title which was due to him by birth } 
that he had more reafon to complain of the King of 
■Great-Britain, and the Statcs-Gcneral, whofe decla- 
ration* 
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rations and preparations in favour of the -Emperor chap, 
might be regarded as real contraventions to treaties ; 
finally, he quoted fome inflances from hiflory, in ''TtoT^ 
which the children enjoyed the titles of kingdoms ‘ 
which their fathers had loft. Thcfe reafons, how- 
ever, would hardly have induced the French King 
to take fnch a ftep, had not he perceived that a war 
with England was inevitable ; and that he fhould be 
able to reap fome advantages in the courfe of it, 
from efpounng the caufe of the Pretender. 

^ LXT. The fubflance of the French manifefto 
was publiftied in London, by PoufHn, the Secretary 
of Tallard, who had been left in England, as agent 
for the Court of Verfailles. He was now ordered to 
leave the kingdom, which was filled with indigna- 
tion at Louis, for having pretended to declare w ho 
ought to be their Sovereign. The city of London 
prefented an addrefs to the Lords-Juftices, exprefiing 
the deepeft refentment of the French King’s pre- 
funiption ; afturing his Majefty that they would at 
all times, exert the utmoft of their abilities for the 


prefervation of his perfon, and the defence of his 
juft rights, in oppofition to all invaders of his crown 
and dignity. Addrefles of the fame nature were fent 
up from all parts of the kingdom, and could not but 
be agreeable to William, tie had now concerted 
meafures for adhng with vigour againft France ; and 
he refolved to revifit his kingdom, after having ‘ 
made a confiderable progrefs in a treaty of perpetual 
alliance between England and the States-General, 
which was afterwards brought to perfedion by his 
Plenipotentiary, the Earl of Marlborough. The 
King’s return,' however, was delayed a whole month 
by a fevere indifpafition, during whirii, the Spanifh 
minifter De Quiros hired certain pbjrficians, to con- 
fult together upon the ftate and nature of his dif- 
temper. They declared, that he could not live many 
weeks ; and this opinion was tranfmitted to Madrid. 
William, however, baffled the prognoftick, though 
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B O 0 ichis conflilution bad fuftiiined fiich a rude fliock, that 
^ , he himlelf perceived his end was near. He told the 

Earl of Portland he found himlelf fo weak, that he 
could not expcdl to live another fummer : but 
charged him to conceal this circumflance until he 
flioulcl he dead. Notwithflanding this near ap- 
proach to diflolulltin, he exerted himfelf with fur- 
prizing diligence and fpirit in ellablilhing the con- 
federacy, and fettling the plan of operations, A 
fubfidiary treaty was concluded with the King of 
Pruflia, who engaged to furnifh a certain number of 
troops. The Emperor agreed to maintain ninety 
thoufand men in the field agai nil France: the pro- 
portion of the States was limited to one hundred 
and two thoufand: and that of Enp,land did not 
exceed forty thoufand, to adt in conjundlion with the 
Allies. 

^ LXII. On the fourth clay of November the 
King arrived in England, which he found in allrange 
ferment, produced from the mutual animolity of the 
two fadlions. They reviled each other in words and 
writing with all the falfeliood of calumny, and all the 
bitternefs of rancour: fo that trutli, candour, and 
temperance, feemed to be haniflied by confent of 
both parties. The king had found himlelf deceived 
in his new minillers, who had oppol'ed his meafures 
with all their inllucnce. He was particularly dif- 
gufted with the deportment of the I'iarl of Rochef- 
ter, who proved altogether imperious and untrac- 
table ; and, inftead of inoderating, inflamed the 
violence of his party. The King declared, the year 
in which that nobleman directed liis councils was the 
Vneafinefs of his whole life. He could pot help 
expreffing bis difpleafure in fuch.a coldn<?fs of re- 
ferve, that Rochefler told him be would ferve bis 
Majcfl-y no longer, fince he did not enjpy his con- 
fidence. William made no anfwer to this expoflu- 
Lation, but refolved he fhould fee him no more. 
The Earl, however, at the dcfire of Mr. Harley, 

became 
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became more pliant and fubmilTive; and, after thee Hap. 
King’s departure for Holland, repaired to his go- VI. 
verntnenr of Ireland, in which he now remained, 
exerting all his endeavours to acquire popularity. 

William forefeeing nothing but oppofition from the 
prefent fpirit of the Houle of Commons, clofeted 
fome of their leaders, with a \iew to befpeak their 
compliance: but finding them determined to purfue 
their former principles, and to infifi. upon their 
impeachments, he relolved, with the advice of his 
friends to chllblve the Parliament. This Hep he 
was the more ealily induced to take, as the Com- 
mons were become extremely odious to the nation 
in general, which breathed nothing but war and de- 
fiance againft the French Monarch. The Parlia- 
ment was accordingly clifTolved by proclamation, 
end another fummoned to meet on the thirtieth day 
of December. 

§ LXIfl. Never did the two parties proceed with 
fucli heat and violence againft each other, as in their 
endeavours to influence the new eledVions. The 
Whigs, however, obtained the vidlory. as they in- 
cluded the monied-interell, whicii will always pre- 
vail among the borough-eledtors. Corruption was 
now reduced into an open and avowed commerce ; 
and, had not the people been fo univerfally venal 
and profligate, that no fenfe of fliame remained, the 
vidfors muft; have blufhed for their fuccefs. Though 
the majority thus obtained was {launch to the mea- 
fures of the Court, the choice of Speaker fell upon 
Mr. Harley, contrary to the inclination of the King, 
who favoui’ed Sir Thomas Lyttelton : but his Ma- 
jelly’s fpeech was received with univerfal applaufe. 

It was fo much admired by the w^l-wiftiers to the 
Revolution, that they printed it with decorations, 
in the EnglLlh, Dutch, and French languages. It 
appeared as a piece of furniture in all their houfes, 
and as the King’s lift legacy to his own and all 
Proteflant people. In this celebrated harangue, he 

expatiated 
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BOOK expatiated upon the indignity offered to the nation 
^ , by the French King’s acknowledging the pretended 

Prince of Wales; he explained the dangers to which 
it w'as expofed, by his placing his grandfon. on the 
throne of Spain : he gave iliera to undcrfland he lyid 
concluded fcveral alliances, according to the encou- 
ragement given him by both Honfes of Parliament, 
which alliances fhould belaid before them, together 
with other treaties flill depending, lie oblerved, 
that the eyes of all Europe were upon this parlii^ti 
ment ; and all matters at a Hand, until their refo- 
lulion fhould be known : therefore, no time ought to 
be lofl. He told them, they had yet an opportunity 
to fecure for thcmfelves and their poAerity the 
quiet enjoyment of their religion and liberties, if they 
were not wanting lo themlelves, but would exert the 
ancient vigour of the Englilh nation ; but he declared 
his opinion was, that fhould they negledl this occa- 
lion they had no rcafon to hope for another. He 
faid, it would be neceflary to maintain a great 
flxength at fca, and a force on land proportionable 
to that of their allies. He preficd the Commons to 
fnpport the publick credit, which covild not be pre- 
ferved without keeping facred that maxim, That 
they fhall never be lofers who trufi to the parliamen- 
tary fccurit}!’. He declared, that he never afleed 
aids from his people without regret: that what he 
defired was for their own fafety and honour, at fuch 
a critical time ; and that the whole flioulcl be appro- 
priated to the purpofes for which it was intended. 
He expreffed his willingnefs that the accounts fhould 
be yearly fubmitted to the infpedilion of Parliament. 
He again reepmmended difpatch, together with 
good bills for employing the poor, encouraging trade, 
and fuppreffing vice. He exprcfled his hope that 
they were come together, determined to avoid dif- 
putes and differences, and .‘O aA with a hearty con- 
currence for promoting the common caufe. He 
faid, he fltquld think it as great a blefling as could 
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befal England, if they were as much inclined to lay cii Al». 
alide thofe unliap|>y fatal animofities which divided . ^ 

and weakened them, as he was difpofed to make all itoTT 
his fubjedls fafe and cafy, as to any, even the highefl. 
offences committed againft his perfon. He con- 
jured them to diffappoint the hopes of their enemies 
by their unanimity. As he had always (hown, and 
always would fliow, how defirous he was to be the 
common father of all his people, he defired they 
would lay afide parties and divifions, fo as that no 
diftincilion fhould be heard of amongft them, but 
of thofe who were friends to the Proteftant religion, 
and prefent eftablifhment, and of thofe who wifhed 
for a Popifli prince and a French government. He 
concluded by affirming, that if they, in good ear- 
neft, defired to fee England hold the balance of 
Europe, and be indeed at the head of the Proteftant 
intereft, it would appear by their improving the pre- 
fent opportunity. The Lords immediately drew up 
a warm and affedlionate addrefs, in which they ex- 
prefTcd their refentment of the proceedings of the 
French King, in owning the pretended Prince of 
Wales for King of England. They aflured his 
Majefty, they would affift him to the utraofl of their 
power againft all his enemies : and when it fhould 
pleafe God to deprive them of his Majefty’s protec- 
tion, they would vigoroufly affift and defend againft 
the pretended Prince of Wales, and all other pre- 
tenders whatfoever, every perfon and perfons who 
bad right to fucceed to the Crown of England, by 
virtue of the ails of Parliament for eftablifliing and 
limiting the fucceffiou. On the fifth day of Janu- 
ary, 'an addrefs to the fame effeilwas prefented_ by 
the Commons, and both met- with, su very gracious 
reception from his Majefty. The Lords j as a fur- 
ther proof of their zeal, having taken 4nto confider- 
ation the dangers that threatetted Europe, from the 
acceffion of the Duke of Anjou to the Crown of 
Spain, drew up another addrefs, explaining theif 

YOL, I. F JP fenfc 
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BOOK fcnfc of that 4itnger ; iligmatizlng the French King 
t _j as a violator of treaties ; declaring their opinion, 
Ttok tiiat his Majefly, hU fubjedts, and allies, could ne- 
ver be fafe and fccure, until the 1 loufc of Auflria 
ihould be reftpred to their rights, and the invader 
of the Spanish monarchy brought to reafon; and 
affuring nis Majefly that no time (hould be lofi, nor 
any thing wanting on their parts, which might an- 
fwer the rcafonable expedlations of their friends 
abroad ; not doubting but to fupport the reputation 
of the En|lifh name, when engaged under fo great 
a Prince, in the glorious caufe of maintaining the 
liberty of Europe. 

^ LXIV. The King, in order to acquire the 
confidence of the Commons, ordered Mr. Secretary 
Vernon to lay before them copies of the treaties and 
conventions he had lately concluded, which were fo 
w'ell approved, that the Houfe unanimoully voted 
the fupply. By another vote, they authorized the 
Exchequer to borrow fix hundred thoufand pounds 
at fix per cent, for the fervice of the fleet, and fifty 
thoufand pounds for the fubfiflence of guards and 
garrifons. They deliberated ujjon the ftate of the 
navy, with the debt due upon it, and examined an 
eftimate of what would be neceflary for extraordinary 
repairs. They called for an account of that part of 
the national debt for which no provifion bad been 
made. They ordered the Speaker to write to die 
tvuflees for the forfeited eftates in Ireland, to attend 
the Houfe with a full detail of their proceedings in 
the execution of that aA of Parliament. On the 
ninth day of January, they unanimoully rcfolyed, 
That leave be given to bring in a bill for fecuring . 
his Majefty’sperfon, and the fuccelEon of the Crown . 
in the Proteftant line, for extinguilhing the hopes of 
the pretended Prince of Wales, and all other pre- 
tenders, and their open and fecret abettors. Thpy 
refolved to addrefs his Majefly, that he would infert • 
ftn article in. all his .treaties of alliance, importing, 

That 
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That no peace flioald be made with France, until chap. 
his Majefly and the nation have reparation for the ^ ^ 

great indignity offered by the French King, in own- rToi/ 
ing, and declaring the pretended Prince of Wales 
King of England, Scotland, and Ireland. They 
agreed to maintain forry thoufand men for the fea 
fervice, and a like number by land, to adl in con- 
jundlion with the forces of the Allies, according to 
the proportions fettled by the contradiing powers. 

The fupplies were raifed by an impolitipn of four 
{hillings in the pound upon lands, annuities, pen- 
fions, and ftipends, and on the profits arifing from 
the different jlrofeffions : by a tax oftwo and one- 
half per cent, on all flock in trade, and money at 
interell ; of fii^e fhillings in the pound on all falaries, 
fees, and perqpifites : a capitation tax of four fhil- 
lings ; an impofition of one per cent, on all fliares 
in the capital flock of any corporation or company 
which fliould Ijc bought, fold or bargained for; a 
duty of fixpence per bufliel on malt, and a further 
duty on mum, cyder, and perry. 

§ LXV. Tlie Commons feemed to vie with the 
Lords in their zeal for the government. They 
brought in a bill for attainting the pretended Prince 
of Wales, which being fent up to the other Houfe, 
pafled with an additional claufe of attainder againft 
the Queen, who a<fted as Regent for the Pretender. 

This, however, was not carried without great oppo- 
fition in the Houfe of Lords. When the bill was 
fent back to the Commons, they excepted to the 
amendment as irregular. They obferved, that at- 
tainders by bill conflituted the moll rigorous part of 
the law ; and that the firetching of it ought to be 
avoided, * They propofed, that the Queen mould be . 
attainted by a feparate bill. The Lords aflented to 
the propofal ; and the bill againft > the pretended 
Prltfcc of Wales paflbd. The Lords pafled another 
for attainting the Queen 5 however, it was negledlcd 
in the Houfe of Commons. But the longeft and 
‘ warmeft 
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BOOK warmefi: debates of thisfelfion were produced by a 
^ , bill, which the Lords brought in, for al juring the 

^[70^ pretended Prince of Wales, and fwearing to the 
King, by the title of tighlful and lawful King, and 
his heirs, according to the adl of Settlement, It was 
propofed, that this oath Ihould be voluntary, ten- 
dered to all peribns, and their fubfeription and refufal 
recorded without any other penalty. This article 
was violently oppoied by the Earl of Nottingham, 
and other Lords of the Tory intereft. They ob- 
ferved, that the government was firft fettled with 
‘another oath, which was like an original contradi; 
lo that there was no occafion for a new impofition ; 
that oaths relating to nif'n’s opinions had been al- 
ways confidered as fevere impofitlons ; and that a 
voluntary oath was in its own nature unlawful. 
During thefe difputes, another bill of abjuration was 
brought into the Luufc of Commons by Sir Charles 
Hedges, that Ihould be obligatory on all perfons 
who enjoyed employments in church or flate ; it like- 
wife included an obligation to rnaintain the govern- 
meni ‘in King, Lords, and Commons, and to main- 
tain the Church of England, together with tjie tole- 
ration for Diiicnters, Warm debates arofe upon the 
qufftion, Whether the oath Ihould be impofed or 
voluntary ; and at length it was carried for impofi- 
tion, by the majority of one voice. They agreed 
to infert an additional claufe, declaring it equally 
penal to conipafs or imagine the death of her Koyal 
Highnefs the Princefs Anne of Denmark, as it was 
to compafs or imagine the death of the King’s eldeft 
fon and heir. In the Houfe of Peers this bill waa 
flrenuoufly oppofed by the Tories; and, when after 
- long debates it"paficd on the twenty-fourth day. of 
February, ten Lords entered a proteft againft'it, as 
an unneceflary and fevere impofition. 

§ LXVL The whole nation now feemed to join 
in the cry for a war with France. Party heats be- 
gan to abafe : ^the fadlions in the city of London, 

were 
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v/ere in a great meafure moderated by the union of 
the two companies trading to the Eaft-Indies, which 
found their mutual interefl required a coalition. The 
Tories in the Houfe of Commons, having concurred 
fo heartily with the inclinations of the people, rc- 
folved, as far as it lay in their power, to juflify th? 
conduct of their party in the preceding Parliament. 
They complained of .fome petitions and addreffes 
which had refledled upon the proceedings of the laft 
Houfe of Commons, and particularly of the Kentifh 
petition. The majority, however, determined, that 
It was the undoubted right of the people of England 
to petition or addrefs the King, for the calling, fit- 
ting, or diflblving of Parliaments, and for the re- 
drelSng of grievances ; and that every fubjedi under 
any accufation, either by impeachment or otherwife, 
had a right to be brought to a fpeedy trial, A com- 
plaint being likewife made, that the Lords had de- 
nied the Commons juftice in the matter of the late 
impeachments, a furious debate enfued ; and it was 
carried by a very fmall majority that juftice had not 
been denied. In fome points, however, they 
fucceeded ; In the cafe of a controverted eledlion 
at Maidftone, between Thomas Bhfle and Thomas 
’Culpepper, the Houfe refolvcd, That the latter had 
been not only guilty of corrupt, fcandalous, and m- 
diredl pradlices, in endeavouring to procure him- 
felf to be eledled a burgefs ; but likewife, being one 
of the inflruments in promoting and prefenting the 
fcandalous, infolent, and feditious petition, com- 
monly-called the Kentifh petition, to the laft Houfe 
of Commons, was guilty of promoting a fcandalous, 
villainous, and groundlefs refledllon upon that Houfe, 
by afperfing the members with ^receiving French. 
» money, or being in the intereft of France? for which 
offence he was ordered to be committed to Newgate, 
and to be profecuted by his Majefty’s Attorney- 
General. They alfo rcfolved, That to afiert that the 
" ' Houfe of Commons is not the only repr^fentative of 

^ the 
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BOOK the Commons of England, tends to the fubverlion 

^ , of the rights and privileges of the Houfe of Com- 

monsj and the fundamental conflitution of the go- 
vernment of this kingdom : That to aflert, that 
the Houfe of Commons have no power of commit- 
ment, but of their own members, tends to the fub- 
verfion of the conflitution of the Houfe of Com- 
mons: That to print or publilh any books, or 
libels, refle(51:ing upon the proceedings of the Houfe 
of Commons, or any member thereof, for or rela- 
ting to his fervice therein, is a high violation of the 
rights and privileges of the Houfe of Commons, 
I^otwithflanding thefe tranfadlions, they did not 
negledl the vigorous profecution of the war. They 
addrefled his Majefty to intei pofe with his allies, that 
they might increafe their quotas of land forces, to be 
put on board the fleet in proportion to the numbers 
his Majefty fliould embark. When they had fettled 
the fums appropriated to the feveral ufes of the war, 
they piefented a fecoiid addrefs, defiring he would 
provide for the half- pay officers, in the flrfl place, in 
the recruits and levies to be made. The King 
afllircd them, it was always his intention to provide 
for thofe officers.^ He went to the Houfe of Peers, 
and gave the royal aflent to an adi, appointing Com- 
miffioners to take, examine, and determine the 
debts due to the army, navy, and the tranfport fer- 
vice ; and alfo to take an account of prizes taken 
dming the war. 

^ LXVII. The affiiirs of Ireland were not a little 
embarrafted by the condudl of the truflees appointed 
to take cognizance of the forfeited eflales. Their 
office was extremely odious to the people, as well as 
^ to the Court, and their deportment was arbitrary and 
' imperious. Several individuals of that kingdom, 
provoked by the infolence of the truftees on one 
hand, and encouraged by the countenance of the 
courtiers on the other, endeavoured, by a circular 
letter, to fpirit up the ^rand jury of Ireland againfl: 

the 
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tlie a<!3; of refumption: petitions were prefented to chap. 
the King, couched in very ftrong terms, affirming, 
that it was injurious to the Proteftant intercft, and 
had been obtained by grofs mifinformations. The ' 
King having contmunicated thefe addrefles to the 
Houfe, they were immediately voted fcandalous, 
falfc, and ^roundlefs t and the Commons refolvcd. 

That, notwithftanding the complaints and clamours 
againft the truftees, it did not appear to the Houfe 
but thofe complaints were groundlefs: neverthelefs, 
they afterwards received feveral petitions, imploring 
relief againft the faid adl; and they ordered that 
the petitioners ffiould be relieved accordingly, Pro- 
pofals were delivered in for incorporating fuch as 
Ihould purchafe the faid forfeitures, on certain terms 
therein fpecified, according to the rent-roll, when 
verified and made good to the purchafcrs; but, 
whereas in this rent-roll the value of the cfiates had 
been efieemed atfomething more than fcven hundred 
and fixleen thoufand pounds, thofe who undertook 
to make the purchafe affirmed, they were not worth 
five hundred thoufand pounds ; and thus the affair 
remained in fufpenfe. 

^ LXVIII. With refpeft to Scotland, the cla- 
mours of that kingdom had not yet fubfided. When 
the bill of abjuration pafled in the Houfe of Peers, 
the Earl of Nottingham h^d declared, that although 
he differed in opinion from the majority in many 
particulars relating to that bill, yet he was a friend 
to the defign of it ; and in order to fecure a Pro- 
tefiant Xucceliion, he thought an union of the whole 
ifland was absolutely neceflary. He therefore 
moved for an addrefs to the King, that he would 
difiblve the Parliament of Scotland now fitting, as 
the legality of it might be called In queftion, on ac- 
count of its having been originally a convention ; 
and that a new Parliament ffiould be fummoned, that 
they might treat about an union of the two king- 
doms. The King had this afiair fo much at heart. 
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BOOK that even when he was difabled from going to the 
I- Parliament in perfon, he lent a letter to the Com- 
"“TToir ntonSj exprcffing an eager delire that a treaty for 
' this purpofe might be fet on foot, and earneftly re- 

commending th^is aftair to the conlidcration of the 
Houfe : but, as a new Parliament in Scotland could 
not be called without a great rifq^ue, while the na- 
tion was in fuch a ferment, the projedi was poftponed 
to a more favourable opportunity. 

§ LXIX. Before the King’s return from Holland, 
he ha,d concerted with his allies the operations of the 
enfuirig campaign. He had engaged in a ?)egoci- 
atioh with the Prince of PlelTe-D’Armftadt, who 
aflured him, that if he would beliege and take Ca- 
diz, the Admiral of Caflile, and divers other gran- 
dees of Spain, would declare for the Houfe of Auftria, 
The Allies had alfo determined upon the fiege of 
Keyferfwaert, which the Eledlor of Cologn had de- 
livered into the hands of the French; the Eledtor 
of Hanover had refolved to difarm the Princes of 
Wolfcnbuttle; the King of the Romans, and Prince 
Louis of Baden, undertook to inveft Landau: and 
the Emperor promiled to fend, a powerful reinforce-, 
ment to Prince Eugene in Italy : but William did 
not live to fee thefe fchemes put in execution. His 
conftitution was by this time .almoft exhaufted, 
though he endeavoured to conceal the effeds of bis 
malady, and to repair his health by exercife. On 
the twenty-lirli day of February, in riding to Hamp- 
ton-couft from Kenfington, his horfe fell under 
him, and he himfelf was thrown upon the ground 
w^tli fdch violence, as produced a fradlure in his 
collar-bone. His attendants conveyed him to the 
palace of Hampton- court, where the fradlure was 
•reduced bv Ronjat, his ferjeant-furgeon. In the 
evening he returned to Kenfington in his coich, and 
the'‘^wo ends’bf the fradlured bone having been dif- 
unifed!-T-)y the jolting of the carriage, were replaced 
under the infpedion of Bidloo, his phyfician, He 

feemed 
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feetnc<l to he in a fair v^^ay of recovering till the firft CHAP, 
day of Mnn.Ii, when his knee appeared to be in- ^ 
flamed, wiih grt,ai pain and wcakncls. Next day imT* 
he granted a commiflion under the great feal to 
feveral Peers, for pafling the bills to which both 
Houfos of Parliament liad agreed ; namely, the adt 
of attainder againft the pretended Prince of Wales, 
and another in favour of the Quakers, enadling. 

That their folemn affirmation and declaration fliould 
be accepted inflead of an oath in the ufual form. 

^ LXX. On the fourth day of March the King 
was fo well recovered of his lamenefs, that he took 
feveral turns in the gallery at Kenfington ; but, fit- 
ting .down on a couch where he fell afieep, he was 
feized with a fhivering, which terminated in a fever 
and diarrhoea. He was attended by Sir Thomas 
Millington, Sir Richard Blackmore,” Sir Theodore 
Colledon, Dr. Bidloo, and other eminent phyiicians ; 
but their preferiptions proved ineflcdlual. On the 
lixlh he granted another commiflion for paffing the 
bill for the malt-tax, and the adl of abjuration 5 and, 
being fo weak that lie could not write his name, he, 
in prefence of the Lord-keeper and the Clerks of 
Parliament, applied a flamp prepared for the pur- 
. pofe. The Earl of Albemarle arriving from Hol- 
land, conferred with him in private on the pofturc 
of affairs abroad ; but he received his informations 
■with great coldnefs, and faid, Je tire -vtrs ?«« 

I approach the end of my life.” In the even- 
ing he thanked Dr. Bidloo for his care and lender- 
nefs, faying, “ I know that you and the other learned 
ph}dicians have done all that your art can do for my 
“ relief ; but, finding all means ineffedtual, I fub-. 

mit.” He received fpiritual confolation from Arch- . 
bifhop Tennifon, and Byrnet, Bifliop of Salifburyj oti 
Sunday morning the facrament was admtniflxrcd to 
him, The Lords of the privy-council, and divers 
noblemen attended in the adjoining apartments, and- 
to fome of them who were admitted he fpoke a lit- 
tle. 
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BOOK tie. lie thanked Lord Auverquerque for his long 
^ , and faithful fervices: he delivcied to Lord Albe- 

marie the keys of his clofer and fcrutoiic, telling 
him he knew what to do with them. He enquired 
for the Earl of Portland j but, 'being fpccchlels be- 
fore that nobleman arrived, he grafped his hand, 
and laid it to his heart, with marks of the moft ten- 
der afFcdlion. On the eighth day of March he ex- 
pired, in the fifty-fecond year of his age, after hav- 
ing reigned thirteen years. The Lords Lexington 
and Scarborough, who were in waiting, no fooner 
perceived the King was dead, than they ordered 
Ronjat to untie from his left arm a black ribbon, to 
which was affixed a ring, containing fome hair of 
the late Queen Mary. The body, being opened and 
embalmed, lay in date for fome time at Kenfingtonj 
and on the twelfth day of April was depofited 
in a vault of Henry’s chapel in WeHminder- Abbey. 
In the beginning of May, a Will which he had en- 
trufled with Monfieur Schuylemberg was opened at 
the Hague. In this he had declared his coufin 
Prince Frifon of Naflau, Stadtholder of Friefland, 
his foie and univerfal heir, and appointed the States- 
General his executors. By a codicil annexed, he 
had bequeathed the Lordffiip of Breevert, and a le- 
gacy of two hundred thoufand guilders, to the Earl 
of Albemarle. 

^ LXXr. William III. was in his perfon of the 
middle ftature, a thin body, a delicate conftitution, 
fubjedl to an afthma and continual cough from his 
infancy. He had an aquiline nofe, fparkling eyes, 
a large forehead, and a grave folemn afpedt. He 
was very fparing of fpeech : his converfation was 
dry, and his nsanner difguffing, except in battle, 
When his deportment was free, fpirited, and ani- 
mating. In courage, fortitude, and equanimity, he 
ri'Valled the moft eminent warriors of antiquity ; and 
his natural fagacity made amends for the defedls in 
his education, which had not been properly fuper- 

intended. 
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intended. He was religious, tenriperatCj generally C II A P. 
juft and fincere, a flranger to violent tranfpoits of ^ ^ 

paflion, and might have paflcd for one of the bcfl: "1701/ 
princes of the age in which he lived, had he never 
afeended the throne of Great-Britain. But the dif- 
tinguilhing criterion of his charafter was ambition. 

To this he facrificed the pundlilios of honour and 
decorum, in depoling his own farther in-law and un- 
cle 5 and this he gratified at the expence of the na- 
tion that raifed him to fovereign authority. He 
afpired to the honour of adling as umpire in all the 
contefts of Europe ; and the fecond objedl of his 
attention was, the profperity of that country to which 
he owed his birth and extradlion. Whether he really 
thought the interefls of the Continent and Great- 
Britain were infeparable, or fought only to drag Eng- 
land into the confederacy as a convenient Ally, 
certain it is, he involved thefe kingdoms in foreign 
connedlions, which, in all probability, will be pro- 
dudlive of their rain. In order to eftablifh this fa- 
vourite point, he fcrupled not to employ all the 
engines of corruption, by which the morals of the 
nation were totally debauched. He procured a par- 
liamentary fandlion for a ftanding army, which now 
feems to be interwoven in the conftitutioft. He in- 
troduced the pernicious pradlice of borrowing upon 
remote funds; an expedient that neceflarily hatched 
a brood of ufurers, brokers, contradlors, and ftock- 
iobbers, to prey upon the vitals of their country. 

He entailed upon the nation a growing debt, and a 
fyftem of politicks big with miiery,' defpair, andBurnei. 
deflru6lion. To fumiip his charaAer in a few wordsOldmkon 
— William was a fatalift in religion, indefatigable 
war, enterprifing in politicks, dead 4 o all the warm.State 
arid generous emotions of the human heart, a 
relation, an indifferent hufband, a difagreeable man, itiiph. 
an ungracious prince, and an imperious fovereign Voltaire. 
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CHAP. VII. 

§ I. Amtejucceeds to the throne. § 11. She refolvesto 
fulfil the engu^emtnls of her prediceffor wi/hhisaL 
lies, ^ III. A French memorial fiefrited to the 
States-General. % IV. The (^ueetis mclinai on to 
the Tories. ^ V. IVar Hedated aganji France. 

VI. The Pari lament prorogued. § VJI. IVam 
cppojitton to the minijiry in ihe Scottish Parliament, 

^ VIII. They recognize her Majejlfs auihonty, 

§ IX. The Queen appoints C immijjioners to treat of 
an union betvce<,n England and SeotLnd. ^ X. State 
of affairs on ihe Continent. § XI. lieifr/fwaert and 
Landau taken by the Allies. § XII. Proi/rfs of the 
Earl of Marlboi ough in Flanders. ^ XIII. He nar^ 
ravely ef capes being taken by a French par tif an. § XIV. 
The Imperiuhfls are worfed at Fridhnguen, § XV. 
Battle of Luzzitra, in Italy, § XVI. Ihe King of 
Sweden defeats Augufins at Lijfuu in Poland. 

\ XVII. Fiuitlifs expedition to Cad.z by the Dnke 
of Ormond and Sir George Rooke. § XVIII, 7 hey 
take and defroy the Spotufh galleons at Vigo ^ XIX. 
Admiral Benbow's engagement with iJttcaffe in the 
WeJlAndies. ^ iKK.^Tke Queen ajfembles a new 
Parliament. § XXI. Difputes biluoeen the two 
Houfes. ^ XXII, The Lords enquire into the con- 
du£i of Sir George Rooke. § XXlII. 7 he Parlia- 
ment make a fettlement on Prince George of Denmark. 
4 XXIV. The Earl of Marlborough created a Duke. 
4 XXV. All comnut ce and con efpondence pi ohibited' 
between Holland and the two Crowns of France and 
. Spain. 4 XXVI. A bill for preventing occafional 
conformity. ^ XXVII. It mifcarries. \ XXVIII. 
Violent animojfity between the two Houfes t produced by 
^ f^the enquiry into the publick accounts. § XXIX. 
Difputes between the two Hotfes of Convocation. 
^ XXX. Account of theparlies inScotJcitid. § XXXI. 

2 dangerous 
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D mgimis hats in the Parliament of that kingdom. 

§ XX.XII The ConnmJJioner is abandoned by the 
Citvahers. ^ XX^vlII. He is in danger of his life^ 
attd/uddenly prorogues the Parliament. § XXX T V. 
Proceedings of the Irtjh Parliament. ^ XXXV. 

They pafs a fevere a8 againji Papijls. § XXXVI. 

The BleStor of Bavaria defeats the Imperiahfis 
at Scard.npen, and takes pojfefflon of Ratijbon. 

§ XXXVII The Allies reduce Bonne. § XXXVIIL 
Battle of Eckeren. § XXXIX. The Prince of 
Hejfe is defeated by the French at Spirehach. ^ XL, 

Treaty between the Emperor and the Duke of Savoy. 

The King of Portugal accedes to the grand allinnce. 
kj XLI. Sir Chudejly Shovel Jails with a fleet to the 
Mediterranean. ^ XLII. Admiral Griiydon's boot- 
hfs expedition to the PFeJi-lndhs. ' Charles 

King of : pain arrives in England , . 

^ I. X^ILLIA.M was fucceeded as Sovereign CHAP. 

^ of England by Anne Princefs of Den- ^ . 

mark, who afcended the throne in the thirty-eighth iTou 
year of her age, to the general fatisfadliSn of all par- 
ties. Even the Jacobites feemed pleafed with her 
elevation, on the fuppofition, that as in all probabi- 
lity fhe would leave no heirs of her own body, the 
diclates of natural afFedlion would induce her to alter 
the fuccellion in favour of her own brother. She 
had been taught to cherifli warm fentiments of the 
Tories, whom flie confidered as the friends of mo- 
narchy, and the true fons of the church ; and they, 
had always profefled an inviolable attachment to her 
perfon and intereft ,* but her condu6l was wholly in- 
fluenced by the Countefs of Mariuorough, a woman 
of an imperious temper and intriguing genius, who^ 
had been intiipate with the Princefs 'fropn her tender"* 
years, and gained, a surprifing afcendaticy over lier. 

Anne had undergone Ibine ftrange viciffitud^ of 
fortune in confequence of her father’s expuHion,' ahd-, 
fullained a, variety of mortifications in the late reign, 

. during 
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during which ilie concluded hcrfclf with fuch difere- 
tion, as left little or no pretence for cenfure or re- 
fentment. Such condud, indeed^ was in a great 
meafure owing to a natural temperance of difpofition, 
not ealily ruffled or inflamed. She was zealoufly 
devoted to the Church of England, from which her 
father had ufed fome endeavours to detach her be- 
fore the Revolution 5 and flie lived in great harmony 
with her huffland, to whom Hie bore fix children, 
all of whom fhe had already furvived. William had 
no fooner yielded up his breath, than the privy- 
council in a body waited on the new Queen, who, in a 
fliort but fenfible fpeech, allured them, that no pains 
nor diligence Ihould be wanting on her part, to pre- 
ferve and fupport the religion, laws, and liberties of 
her country, to maintain the fucceffion in the Pro- 
teflant line, and the government in Church and 
State, as by law eftablilhed. She declared her re- 
folution to carry on the preparations for oppofing 
the exorbitant power of France, and to allure the 
Allies, that Ihe would purl'ue the true intereft of 
England, together with theiv’s, for the fupport of 
the common caufe. The members of the privy- 
council having taken the oaths, fhc ordered a pro- 
clamation to be publilhed, fignifying her plcamre, 
that all perfons in office of authority or government 
at the deceafe of the late King, lliould fo continue 
till further diredlions. By virtue of an adl pafTed in 
the late reign, tire Parliament continued fitting even 
■after the King’s death. Both Houfes met immedi- 
ately, and unanimoufly voted an addrefs of condo- 
lence and congratulation ; add, in the afternoon, the' 
Queen was proclaimed. Next day the Lords and- 
^Qpmmons feverqlly attended her with an addrefs^ 
'"’congratulating her Majefty’s acceffion to the throne j 
and afluring her of their firm refolution to fupport her' 
a^nft all her enemies whatfoever. The Lords aC- 
, 'irnowlcdged, that their great lofs was no otherlvlfe" 
to be repaired b’ut by a vigorous adherence to hdr 

Majefly 
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Majefty and her Allies, in the profecution of thofe chap. 
tneafures already concerted to reduce the exorbitant ^ ^ 

power of France. The Commons declared, they r>ou 
would maintain the fucceflion of the Crown in the 
Proteflant line, and elFedlually provide for the pub- 
lick credit of the nation. Thefe addreHes were 
gracioufly received by the Queen, who, on the ele- 
venth day of March, went to the Houfe of Peers 
with' the Tjfual folemnity, where, in a fpeech to 
both Houfes, fhe expreded her fatisfa(ftion at their 
unanimous concurrence with her opinion, that too 
much could not be done for the encouragement of 
their Allies in humbling the power of France ; and 
defired they would conlider of proper methods to- 
wards obtaining an union between England and 
Scotland. She obferved to the Commons, that the 
revenue for defraying the expcnces of the civil govern- 
ment was expired ; and that fhe relied entirely on 
their affe6tion for its being fuppTied in fuch a man- 
ner as (hould be mod fuitable to the honour and 
dignity of the Crown. She declared it fhould be 
her conftant endeavour to make them the bell 
return for their duty and afFediion, by a careful 
and diligent adniiniftration for the good of all her 
fubjedls. And as I know my own heart to be 
“ entirely Englifh* (continued ftie) I can very lin- 
“ ccrely aflure you, there is not any thing you can 
“ expedl or delire from me, which I fliall not be 
" ready to do for the happinefs and profperity of 
England ; and you lhaJll always find me a Aridl • 
and religious obferver of my word.” Thefe afTur- 
ances were extremely agreeable to the Parliament? 
and (lie received the thanks of both Houfes. Ad- 
drefles of congratulation were profented by tht 
bilhop and clergy of London : by tl}b*jQiflente^i? 
and about that city;- and by all the c«ftnBes, 
cities^ towns, and corporations of England. 1^ 
declared her s;.ttachment to the Church; Ihe pr^ 
mifed her prote<Slion Ip the Diflenters j and received 
'3 , the 
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BOOK the compliments of all her lubje(^ls with fuch afFabi- 
I* Uty as uifuvcd their afiedion. 

^ William's death was no fooner known at 
the Hague, than all Holland was filled with con- 
(Icrnation. The Stales immediately afiiembled, 
and, for fume lime, gazed at each other in filent 
fear and afioniflinaent. They fighed, wept, and 
interchanged embraces and vows, that they would 
atfl with unanimity, and expend their deareft blood 
in defence of their country. TheiV they difpatched 
letters to the cities and provinces, informing them 
of this unfortunate event, and exhorting them to 
union and perfeverance. The exprefs from Eng- 
land having brought the Queen’s fpeoch to her 
Privy-Council, it was tranflated and publifhed, to 
revive the drooping fpirits of the people. Next day 
Penfionary Fagel imparted to the States of Holland 
a letter which he had received from tlie Earl of 
Marlborough, containing aflurances, in the Queen’s 
name, of union and affifiance. In a few days, the 
Queen wrote a letter in the French language to the 
States, confirming thefe afllirances : it was deli- 
vered by Mr. Stanhope, whom fiie had furnifiicd 
with frefii credentials as Envoy from England, 
Thus animated, the States rclolved to profecute 
vigorous mealures : their refolutions were ftill mots 
infpirited by the arrival of the Earl of Marlborough, 
whom the Queen honoured with the order of the 
g-arter, and inveiled with the character of AmbafiTa- 
dor Extraodinary and Plenipotentiary to the States- 
Gerieral : he was likewife declared Captain-General 
of her forces both at home and abroad. Pie affured 
the States, that her Britannick Majefty would 
maintain the aljiances which had been concluded by 
Tligjate and do every thing that the common 

0007 : 01 ^ of Europe required. The fpeech was 
answered by Dickvelt, prefident of the week, who, 
-sfi 'the name of the States, exprefled their hearty 
thanks to her Majelly, and their refolutions of con- 
curring 
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cuititig with her in a vigorous profccution of the c H A r. 
common imereft. 

^ III. The importance of William’s life 
evinced by the joy that dilfufed itfelf through the 
kingdom of France at the news of his deceafe. 

The perfon who firll brought the tidings to Calais 
was imprifoned by the Governorj until his informa- 
tion was confirmed. The Court of Verfaillcs could 
hardly reflrain their tranlports fo as to preferve 
common decorum : the people of Paris openly 
rejoiced at the event : all decency was laid afide 
at Rome, where this incident produced fuch inde- 
cent raptures, that Cardinal Grimani, the Imperial 
minifter, complained of them to the Pope, as an 
infult on his mafter the Emperor, who was Wil- 
liam's friend, confederate, and ally. The French 
King difpatched credentials to Barre, whom 'the 
Count D’Avaux had left at the Hague to manage 
the affairs of France, together with infirudlions to 
renew the ncgociation with the States, in hope of 
detaching them from the alliance. This minifler 
prefented a memorial implying fevere reflections on 
King William, and the pad condudf of the Dutch ; 
and infinuating, that now they had recovered their 
liberty, the Court of France hoped they would con- 
fult their true intereft. The Count de Goes, Envoy 
from the Emperor, animadverted on thefe expref- 
fions in another memorial, which was lilcewil'e 
publifhed ; the State produced in public!: an an- 
swer to the fame remonflrance, expreffing their re- 
fentment at the infolencc of fuch infiiiuations, and 
their veneration for the memory of their late Stadt- 
holder. The Earl of Marlborough fuccceded in 
every part of his ncgociation. Ha„,^ani mated th^ 

Dutch to a full exertion of their vigSy-: he/narf- 
certed the operations of the campaign I’W^grf'^d 
with the Statcs-General and the Imperial miniW^ 
that war fhould be declared againft France on th^ 
fame day, at Vienna, London, and \hc Hague-: 

VOL. I. Go and 
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BOOK and on the third of April embarked for England, 
after having acquired the entire conficlonee ofthofc 
who governed lltc United Provinces. 

An 170? § this lime ilie llonfe of Commons in 

England had fettled the civil lill upon the Queen 
for her life. When the bill received the royal aflent, 
the allured them, that one hundred thoiilhnd pounds 
of this revenue llioiild be applied to the publick 
Icrvice of ihc current year ; at the fame time, Ihc 
paded another bill, for receiving and examining 
the publick accounts. A commillion for this pur 
pofe was granted in the preceding reign, but had 
been for fome years tUlcontinued ; and, indeed, 
always proved inedet'^ual to cletedl and punidi thole 
individuals who lhaiiicfully pillaged their country, 
The villainy was fo complicated, the vice lb gene-, 
ral, and the delinquents fo powerfully fereened by 
artifice and intertli, as to elude all enquiry. On 
the twenty-fourth day of March the oath of abjura- 
tion. was taken by the Speaker and members, ac- 
cording to an adl for the further fccurity of her 
Majclly’s perfon, and the fucccllion of the crown 
in the Protedant line, and for exiinguilhing the 
hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales. The 
Queen’s inclination to the Tories plainly appeared 
in her choice of minifters. Dodlor John Sharp, 
Archbilliop of York, became her ghollly dircdlor 
and counfellor in all ecclefiaftical aftairs. The Earl 
of Rocheder was continued Lord-Lieutenant of 


Sreland, and enjoyed a gteat lhare of her Majefty’s 
confidence : the privy-leal was cntmtled to the 
Marquis of Normanby: the Earl of Nottingham 
and Sir Charles Hedges were appointed Secretaries 
^f Slate : the^.arl of Abingdon, Vifcotint Wey- 
LfiJiu Dartmouth, Sir Chrillopher Muf- 
grAv^fcOlenviUe, Howe, Gower, and Harcourt, 
■^'re admitted as members of the Privy-Coupcil, 
»^gether with Sir Edward Seymour, now declared 
Comptroller* of the Houfehold. The Lord Godol- 
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phin declined accepting ibe office of Lord Ilipli-CiiAR 
Trcafurer, until he was over-ruled by the peiluafions 
of Marlborough, to whofe elded daughter his fon 
wa' marDt'd. 'J'his nobleman refiifed to command 
the forces abroad, unlcfs the Treafury fliould be 
put into the hands of Godolplun, on whofe punc- 
tuality in point of remittances he knew he could 
depend. George, Prince of Denmark, was invefted 
with the title of Gcncraliflimo of all the Queen’s 
forces by fea and land ; and afterwards created I/ord 
High Admiral, the Earl of Pembroke having been 
dilmiffed from this office wiih the offer of a large 
penlion, which he generoully refnfed. Prince 
George, as Admiral, was affifted by a council, 
conlifting of Sir George Rooke, Sir David Michel, 

George Churchill, and Richard Hill. Though the 
legality of this board was doubted, the Paihament 
had fuch refpe£l and veneration for the Queen, that 
it was fuffered to ail without quedion. 

^ V. A rivalfliip for the Q'^cen’s favour already 
appeared between the Earls of Rocheller and Marl- 
borough. The former, as firfl. coufin to the Queen, 
and chief of the Tory failion, maintained confider- 
able influence in the council : but even there the 
inierell of his rival predominated. Marlborough 
was not only the better courtier, but by the canal 
of his countefs, adlually diredlcd the Queen in all 
her refolutions. Rocheder propofed in council, 
that the Englilh fhould avoid a declaration of war 
with France, and ail as auxiliaries only. He was 
fcconded by fome other members : but the opinion 
of Marlborough preponderated. He obferved, that 
the honour of the nation was concerned to fullil 
the late King’s engagements ; aitSy^rmcd 
France could never be reduced withirr*^ie Ja^^ds, 
unlcfs the Englifli would enter as prineqj^ inj rhe 
quarrel. Tliis allegation was fupported 
Dukes of Somerfet and Devonfliire, the Earl of 
Pembroke, and the majority of the council. The 
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B o o K Queen being refolvcd to declare war, coniiminicated 
V , her intention to the Ilouic of Commons, by whom 
it was approved ; and on the fourtli day of May 
the declaration was folcuinly proclaimed. 'J'hc 
King of France was, in this proclamation, taxed 
with having taken poficllion of great part of the 
Spanifh dominions; with defigning to invade the 
liberties of Europe, and obllrudl the freedom of 
navigation and commerce ; with having oflcrcd an 
unpardonable infult to the Queen and her throne, 
by taking upon Imi to declare the pretended Prince 
of Wales King of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
The three declarations of the Emperor, England, 
and the States-Gcncral, which were publUhed in 
one day, did not fail to difconccrt, as well as to 
provoke, the French monarch. Wlicn his minifler 
De Torcy recited them in his hearing, he fpoke of 
the Queen with fomc acrimony; but with refpedl to 
the Statcs-General, he declared with great emotion, 
that “ MefTicurs the Dutch merchants Ihould one 
“ day repent of their infolence and prefumption, 
in declaring war againfl fo powerful a Monarch 
he did not, however, produce his declaration till the 
third day of July. 

VI. The Houfe of Commons, in compliance 
with the Queen’s defire, brought in a bill, em- 
powering her Majcfly to name commillioncrs to 
treat with the Scots for an union of the two king-' 
’doms. It met with tvarm oppolltion from Sir 
Edward Seymour, and other Tory members, who 
difcharged abundance of fatire and ridicule upon 
the Scottilli nation : but the meafuro feemed fo 
neceflary at that Junclure, to fccure the Proteftant 
.=£j(CCcIIion agaijJK the pratSlices of France, and the 
clafssszigf th^^retendcr, that the majority efpoufed 
ih^bil^^iich pafled through both Houfes, and 
Oj y^hc fi::th cUy of It lay received the royal afTent, 
“mgether with fome bills of lei's importance. The 
enemies of the late King continued to revile his 
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memory’^. They even charged him with having CIIAP. 
formed a defign of excluding the Princefs Anne 
from the throne, and of introducing the Eledlor of 
Hanover as his own immediate luccellbr. This 
report had been fo indufirioudy circulated, that it 
began to gain credit all over the kingdom. Several 
Peers intercllecl themfclves in William’s character ; 
and a motion was made in the Upper Houfe, that 
the truth of this report fhould be enquired into. 

The Houfe immediately defired that thofe Lords 
who had vifiied the late King’s papers would inti- 
mate whether or not they had found any among 
them relating to the Queen’s fucceffion, or to the 
fiicceffion of the Houfe of Planover. They forth- 
with ckclared, that nothing of that fort appeared. 

Then the Houfe refolvcd, That the report was 
groundlels, falfc, villainous, and fcandalous ; to 
the difhonour of the late King’s memory, and highly 
tending to the difiervice of her prefent Majcfty, 
whom they bcinught to give order that the authors 
or publidicrs of inch fcandalous reports fhould be 
jiroicciued by the Attorney-General. I’hc fame 
cciifurc was pafled upon fome libels and pamphlets, 
tending to inflame the fuSlions of the kingdom, and 
to propagate a fpirit of irreligioii'}-. On the twenty- 
firft day of May, the Commons, in an addrefs, advlfed 
her Majefty to engage the Emperor, the States- 
Gcneral, and her other allies, to join with her in 
prohibiting all intercourfe with France and Spain; 
and to concert fuch methods with the Statcs-General 

* In thoiv lioiiTs of <lrl)uich ilv'y drank to the health of Sorrel, 
meaumj*, the hniBc that ft 11 vntli the Km}; 5 and, under the appcl- 
liUum of the htile gcihkn.an in tdaisd ihe mole tliat raised 

the hill over t%hich the lunoc had stumbled. ^N^he beaut 
tncrly bt‘lou(.>ed lo Sir John FcnwicU, they mbiiiiwM that^JK^Sm’a 
fate was a jiidn;mcut upon him, foi liis rrutdty to |na« i 

and a Latin opi^raui wts writteu on the occasion, 

t Dock r Bink<*s, in a ‘•ermon pi cached before the 
oil the thirtieth day of January, ^\\v^v a parallel between the suftet- 
iiigs of Cliribl and those of Kinp, (’hailed, to which Iasi ho gave the 
piefercnce, in point of right, character, and sutioii. 
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BOOK as miglit moft eircdliiiilly fcciiro the trade of her 
fubjedi and allies. The Lonh prefented another 
ackirefs, defiring the Queen would encourage her 
fubjeds to equip privateers, as the prepiuaiions of 
the enemy feemed to be made for a piratical war, 
to the interruption of commerce : they likewife ex- 
horted her Majcfty to grant commiffions or charters 
to all perlbns who diould make fuch acquifitions in 
the Indies, as -(lie in her great wifdom fhould judge 
mod expedient for the good of her kingdoms. On 
the twenty-fifth day of May, the Queen having 
paded fevcral publick and private bills*, difmiffed 
the Parliament by prorogation, after having, in a 
fhort fpeech, thanked them for their zeal, recom- 
mended unanimity, and declared flie would carefully 
preferve and maintain the adi: of toleration. 

^ VII. In Scotland a warm conteft arofe between 
the Revoiuti oners and thofe in the oppofition, con- 
cerning the exificnee of the prefent Parliament. 
The Queen had fignificd her accefhon to the throne, 
in a letter to her Privy-Council for Scotland 5 tle- 
liring they would continue to adl in that oflice, until 
fire fhould fend a new commiflion. Mean while, 
file autborifod them to publifli a proclamatUm, or- 
daining all officers of flate, counfellors, and magif- 
trates, to ad! in all things conformably to the com- 
miffions and inllrudlions of his late Majefly, until 
new commiffions /lioukl be prepared. She likewife 
allured them of her firm refolution to protedl them 
in their religion, laws, and liberties, and in the efta- 
blifhed government of the church. She had already, 
in prefence of twelve Scottifh counfellors, taken the 

this shaiM^gsion, t!ic Queen gave her aiaent to an act for 
lavife^aciuty uugp^landj to another for cncpuraj5ing the Greenland 
fofr making good the dellcieucics and the publick 
c{?* If 5 to^Toiinh for continniug the imprisonment of Connicr, and 
othtf '^ronspirators apainst Kin<r WillLnu; to a fifth for the relief of 
purchaseis of the forfeited esUilcs of Ireland 5 to a sixth 
enlarging the time -for taking the oath of abjuration j to a seventh 
ohlifjng the Jovrs to maintain and provide for theiv Protestant 
children. 

coronation- 
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coronaiinii-oall) for lhat kingdom: but thofe who CHAl>. 
wanted lo embroil tlic aftliirs of tbeir country af- ^ , 

firmed, that this was an irregular way of proceeding, 
and that the oath ought to have been tendered by 
perfons deputed for tbat.purpofe, either by the Par- 
liament, or the Privy-Councii of the kingdom. The 
prefent mir4ilii'y, confining of the Duke of Oiiccnf- 
berry, the Earls of Marchmont, Melvil, Scafickl, 
Ilyndfurd, and Sell, irk, were devored to Eevoliition 
principles, and defirous that the Parliament flioiild 
continue, in purfuance of a late adl for continuing 
the Parliament that tliould he then in being, fix 
months after the death of the King; and that it 
iliould afiemble in twenty days after that event. The 
Queen had, by feveral adjournments, deferred the 
meeting alraofl three months after the King’s de- 
ceafe ; and, therefore, the Anti-revolntioners affirmed 
that it was didblved. The Duke of Hamilton was 
at the head of tins patty, which clamoured loudly 
for a new Parliamrnt, This noblemen, together with 
the Marquis of Tweedaie, the Earls Marfhal and 
Kothes, and many other nobleman, repaired to Lon- 
don, in order to make the Queen acquainted with 
their objetSlions to the continuance of the prefent 
Parliament. She admitted them to her prefence, 
and calmly heard their albgations; but ffie was de- 
termined, by the advice of her Privy-Council for that 
kingdom, who were of opinion that the nation was 
in too great a ferment to hazard the convocation of 
a new Parliament. According to the Queen’s laft 
aiijuutnment, the Parliament met at Etlinburgh on 
the ninth day of June, the Duke of Qneenfberry 
having been appointed High Cummiffioner. Before 
the Queen’s commifTion was l'eac^^^ffie Duke 
milto'n, for himfelf and his adhcrcnS^ecj^Kw^-'their 
fatisfaiSion at her Majctiy’s acceffion u^’aie t./ironc, 
not only on account of lier undoubted right 
Icent, but likewife bccaufe of her many perfonal vnN 
tues and royal qualities. 1-ie laid they were refolved 

to 
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to fac'iilice thciv lives and furinties in defence of her 
M, jelly's ripjit agitinfl all her enmiirs whatever; 
but, at ihc fame time, they thought thcmfelves 
bound in duly to gi\e their opinion, tliat they were 
not warrauied by Kuv to lit aivd ndl as a l-’arliament. 
He then read a u'liver to die following ellecl : 'j'hat 
fovtdmuch as. 1. the ^tuidamcnial laws and cttnflitu- 
tion of this kiiig'Joiii, all Pailiamcnts do dillblvc on 
the death of their Sovereign, except in fo far as inno- 
vated by an adl in the preceding reign, that the Par- 
liament in being at nis MajeCly’s deceafe fliould 
meet, and adt what might be needful for the defence 
of the true Pioteftant religion, as by law eflablilhcd, 
and for the maintenance of the fuccefBon to the 
Crown, as fettled by the claim of right, and for the 
prefervation and fecurity of the publick peace: and 
feeing thefe ends arc fully anfwercd by her Majefty’s 
fucceflion to the throne; we conceive ourfelves not 
now warranted by Ittw to meet, fit, or adf; and, 
therefore, do diflenl from any thing that fliall be 
done or adled. The Duke having recited this pa- 
])er, and formally protclled againft the proceedings 
of the Parliament, withdrew with feventy-nine mem- 
bers amidil the acclamations of the people. 

§ VIII. Notwithftanding their fccelllon, the Com- 
miffioner, who retained a much greater number, 
produced the Queen’s letter, lignin ing her refolu- 
tion to maintain and protedl her fiibjems in the full 
polielTion of their religion, laws, liberties, and the 
Prelbyterian difciplinc. She infoniied them of her 
having declared war againlt France; Ihe exhorted 
tliem to provide comjietent fupplics for maintaining 
fuch a number of forces as might be nccelTKry for 
dif^pointing thprCnemy’s deligns, and preferving 
the I^SG^t fcttlernent ; and Ihe earneftly re- 

com|?icn^^->^o tlieir conlideration an union of the 
twc«r<|ingdoms. The Duke of Qucenlberry and the 
/SSfl of Marchmont having enforced the different 
articles of this letter, committees were appointed 

for 
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for the fecurity of the kingdom, for controverted CHAP, 
elections, for drawing up an anfwcr to her Majefty’s 
letter, and for reviling the minutes. Mean while, 
the Duke of Hamilton and his adlierents fent the 
Lord Blantyre to London, with an add refs to the 
Queen, who rcfulcd to receive it, but w'rote another 
letter to the Parliament, exprelling her refolution to 
maintain iheir dignity and authority againft all op- 
pofers. They, in anfwer to the former, had afllired 
her, that the grounulcfs lereillon of fomc members 
fliould increalc and fircngihcn their care and zeal 
for her Majelly’s fervicc. They expelled Sir Alexan- 
der Bruce, for having given vent to fome rclledlions 
againfl Prefbytery. The Lord Advocate proieculed 
the Paculty of Advocates before the Parliament, for 
having palled a vote among thcmlclvfes in favour of 
the protedation and addrcls of the dilienting mem- 
bers. The Faculty was fevercly reprimanded ; but 
the whole nation I’cemcd to relent the ])rolccution. 

The Parliament palled an adl for recognizing her 
Majelly’s royal authority : another for adjourning the 
court of judicature called the fellion: a third de- 
claring this meeting of Parliament legal ; and forbid- 
ding any perfon to difown, quarrel with, or impugn 
the dignity and authority thereof, under the penalty 
of high treafon : a fourth for fecuring the true Pro- 
tellant religion and Prelbyterian church government; 
a fifth for a land lax ; and a lixth, enabling her Ma- 
jefty to appoint Commiffioners for an union between 
tlie two kingdoms. 

§ IX. The Earl of Marchmont, of his own ac- 
•cord, and even contrary to the advice of the High- 
Commiflioner, brought in a bill for adjuring the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales ; but this lupport^.-' 

by the Court party, as the CommilIionv!!v,had>»*^'n- 
llrudltons how to a<lll on the occafion. Ptl^ps i^he 
Queen and her Englilh minitlry refolved to keepth^^ 
fuccelJion open in Scotland, as a check upon the 
Whigs and Houfe of Hanover. On the thirtieth 

day 
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BOOK ■day of Jane, the Commiinoner ndjourned the Var- 
^ . liament, after having thanlred them lor their chcar- 

fulneii and unmnuiiiy in their pioctcclings ; and the 
chiefs of the oppofitc parties hallencd to London, to 
make their difllrcnt reprefentations to tl.^" Oueen 
and herminiflry. In the unan tirtie, Ihc appointed 
Commiflloncrs for treating about the union; and 
they mei at the Cockpit on the twenty-fecond day 
of 0»SIober. On the twentieth day of the next 
month, they adjufied preliminaries, importing, That 
nothing agreed on among tliomfclves fhould be 
binding, except ratified by her Majcfty and the re- 
IpetSIive Parliaments of both nations ; and that, un- 
lefs all the heads propofed for the treaty were agreed 
to, no particular thing agreed on fhould be binding. 
The Oueen vifited them in December, in order to 
quicken their mutual endeavours. They agreed, 
thit the two kingdoms flioukl be infcparably united 
into one monaichy, under her Majefly, her heirs, 
and fucceflbrs, and under the fame limitations, ac- 
cording to the aiHs of fettlcmcnt ; but, when the 
Scottilb Commifiioncis propofed, that the rights and 
privileges of their company trading to Africa and 
the Indies, fliould be preierved and maintained, fnch 
a diflici'lty arolc as could not be furinounted, and 
no lurther piogrcfb was matle in this coramillion 
The tranquillity of IicUnd was not interrupted by 
an}' new commotion. That kingdom was ruled by 
Jnftices whom the Earl of Rocheller had appointed ; 
and the truftces fur the forfeited eftates maintained 


their authority. 

^ X. While Britain was engaged in thefe civil 
tranfaiflions, allies were not idle on the Con- 
•rfient. Tlie,/?u Duke of Zell, and his nephew, the 


IS;tSi^oJiTOi*unfwick, furprized the Dukes of Wol- 
■fef butneand Saxe-Gotha, whom they compelled to 
jjptlounce their attachments to France, and concur 


m the common councils of the Empire. Thus the 
nwrthof Germany was re-united to the interefl of 

3 the 
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the Conferlevates ; and the Princes would have Ijeen CHAP; 
in a condition to alRft them efFedtually, had not the 
neighbourhood of the war in Poland deterred them 1^03 
from parting with their forces. England and the 
Slates-Gencral endeavoured in vain to mediate a' 
peace between the Kings of Sweden and Poland. 

Charles was become enamoured of war^ and ambi- 
tious of conquefl. He threatened to invade Saxony 
through the dominions of Pruflia. Auguflus retired 
to Cracow, while Charles penetrated to Warfaw, and 
even ordered the Cardinal-Primate to fummon a 
diet for chooling a new King. The fituation of 
affairs at this jundlurc, was far from being favourable 
to the Allies. The Court of Vienna had tampered in 
vain with the Eledlor of Bavaria, who made ufc of 
this negociation to raife his terms with Louis. His 
brother, the Elcdlor of Cologn, admitted French 
garrifons into Liege, and all his places on the Rhine. 

The Eleclor of Saxony was too hard prellcd by the 
King of Sweden, to fpare his full proportion of troops 
to the Allies ; the King of Pruffia was orer-awed by 
the vicinity of the Swedifli conqueror : The Duke of 
Savoy had joined his forces to thofe of France, and 
over-run the whole State of Milan j and the Pope, 
though he profefTed a neutrality, evinced himfelf 
flrongly biafled to the French interefts. 

§ XI. The war was begun in the name of the 
Ele£f or- Palatine with the fiege of Keiferfwaert, which 
was inverted in the month of April by the' Prince of 
Naflau-Saarburgh, Marefchal-du-camp to the Em- 
peror ; under this officer the Dutch troops ferved as 
auxiliaries, becaufe war had not yet been declared 
by the Statcs-General. The garrifons made 

adefperare defence. They worfteaHl& befieget»’liT 
divers failles, and maintained the plac^jimw^'Tt Ws 
reduced to a heap of afhes. At length the ii^llies 
made a general attack upon the counterfearp 'a«»d- 
raveliii, which they carried after a very obllinatc cn- 
^agementj with the lofs of two thoufand men. Then 
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BOOK the garrifon capitulated on boiiourable terms, and 

^ ^ the fortincalions were ra'/x'd. Dining this liege, 

iTosT^ wliich hilled from the eighteenth day of April to the 
middle of June, Count 'Fallard polled himleli’ on 
the oppofite fide of the Rhine, Irom whence he fup- 
plicd the town with IVelh troops and ammunition, 
and annoyed the bcficgers wilh his artillery ; but 
finding it impofliblc to fave the place, he joined the 
grand army, commanded by the Duke of Burgundy 
in the Netherlands. The liege of Keil’erfwaert was 
covered by a body of Dutch troops under the Earl 
of Athlonc, who lay encamped in the Duchy of 
Cleve. Mean while General Coehorn, at the head 
of another detachment, entered Flanders, demo- 
lillied the French lines between the forts of Donat 
and Ifabella, and laid the chatellanie of Bruges un- 
der contribution; but a confiderable body of French 
troops advancing under the Marquis dc Bedmar, 
and the Count dc la Mottc, he overflowed the coun- 
try, and retired under the walls of Sluys, The Duke 
ol Burgundy, who had taken the command of the 
French army under Bouftiers, encamped at Zanten, 
BiarClevc, and laid a feheme for furprizing Nime- 
guen; in wliiih, however, he was baffled by the 
vigilance and acHiviiy of 7\thlone, who, gueffing his 
dclign, marched thither, and encamped under the 
cannon of tlie town. In the beginning of June, 
Landau was in veiled by Prince Louis of Baden ; in 
July, the King of the Romans arrived in the camp 
of the befiegers, with fuch pomp and magnificence 
as exhaulled his farther’s trcafuiy. On the ninth day 
of September, the citadel was taken by allault ; and 
then the town fumndered. 

■••41 the Earl of Marlborough arrived 

in Earl of Athlone, in quality of 

VejTlt iiTaJclchal, infilled upon an equal command 
theEngUlh General; but the States obliged him 
to yield this point in favour of Marlborough, whom 
they declared Generaliffimo of all their forces. In 

the 
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the beginning of July he repaired to the at CHAP. 

Nimegucn, where he foon iiHcmbled an army of ^ 
ll\ty thoufand men, well provided with all neceflh- 170^/ 
lies ; then he convoked a council of the general 
officers, to concert the operations of the campaign. 

On the lixteenth day of the month he pafled the 
Maefe, and encamped at Over-aliclt, within two 
leagues and a half of the enemy, who had entrenched 
themfelves between Goch and Gedap. He afterwards 
repaired the river below the Grave, and removed 
to Gravenbroeck, where he was joined by the Bn- 
tifli train of artillery from Holland. On the fecond 
day of Augull, he advanced to Petit Brugol, and 
the French retired before him, leaving Spanith 
Gueldcrland to hib diferetion. He had refolvcd to 
hazard an engagement, and ifltied orders according- 
ly: but he was reftrained by the Dutch deputies, 
wlio were afrakl of their own intereft, in cafe the 
battle Ihould have proted unfortunate. The Duke 
of Burgundy, finding liimfclf obliged to retreat be- 
fore the allied army, rather than expofe himfelf 
longer to fuch a mortifying indignit3'-, returned to 
Verfailles, leaving the command to Boufflers, who 
lofl the confidence of Louis by the ill fuccefs of this 
campaign. The deputies of the States-General 
having reprefented to the Earl of Marlborough the 
advantages that would accrue to Holland, from his 
difpoHeffing the enemy of the places they maintained 
in the Spanilh Gucklerland, by which the navigation 
of the Maefe was obllrudled, and the important 
town of Maeftricht in a manner blocked up, he 
refolved to deliver them from fuch a troublefome 
neighbourhood. He detached General Schultz with 
a body of troops to reduce the tosjcn and cafllc jpC. 
Werk, which were furrendered aft^^tva 
fiflance. In the beginning of Scptcmbafi- he Aui- 
dertook the fiege of Venln, which capitulated#^ on 
the twenty-fifth day of the month, after fort Si. 
Michael had been ftormed and taken by Lord Cutts 
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^ , Earl of Huntingdon dillinguiflicd himfclf hy very 

itosT extraordinary adls of valour. Then the General in ■ 
veiled Ruremonde, which he reduced after a very 
obfiinate defence, together with the fort of Steven- 
fuaert, fitmted on the fame river. BoufHcrs, con- 
founded at the rapidity of Marlborough’s fuccefs, 
retired towards Liege, in order to cover that city: 
but, at the approach of the Confederates, he retiied 
, with precipitation to Tongcren, from whence he 
diredled his route towards Brabant, wnth a view to 
defend fuch places as the Allies had no defign to 
attack. When the Earl of Marlborough arrived 
at Liege, he found the fuburbs of St. Walburgh had 
been fet on fire by the French garrifon, who had 
retired to the citadel and the Chartreux. The 
Allies took immediate pollcflion of the city; and 
in a few days opened the trenches againd the cita- 
del, which was taken by aflault. On this occafion, 
the Hereditary Piince of HeOe-Catlcl charged at 
the head of the grenadiers, and was the firil perfon 
who mounted the breach. Violani the Governor, 
and the Duke of Charoll, were made prifoners. 
Three hundred thoufand florins in gold and filver 
were found in the citadel, befidcs notes for above 
one million, dnawn upon fubftantial merchants in 
Liege, who paid the money. Immediately after 
this exploit, the garrifon of the Chartreux capitu- 
lated on honourable terms, and were condudlcd to 
Antwerp. By the fuccefs of this campaign, the 
Earl of Marlborough raifed his military charadler 
above all cenfure, and confirmed himfelf in the en- 
tire confidence of the States-General ; who, in the 
Jjcginning of th» ^eafon, had tretnbled for Nimeguen, 
anu-JiQ^ fa\y<he enemy driven back into their ow^'n 
doriains.'~' 

XIII. When the army broke up in November, 
the General repaired to Maeflricht, from whence he 
propofed to return to the Hague by water. Ac- 
cordingly, 
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conlingly, he embarked in a large boat, uUh 'five- c II A P. 
and-twenty IbkUevs, under ibe command of a I/wii- ^ 
tenant. Next morning he was joined at liure- 170^ 
montle by Coehorn, in a larger veffcl, with fixty 
men ; and they were moreover efcorted by fifty 
troopers, who rode along the bank of the river. The 
large boat outfailed the other, and the horfemen 
mi Hook their way in the dark. A French partisan, 
with fivc-and-thirty men from Gueklres, who lurked 
among the rufhes in wait for prey, feized the rope 
by which the boat was drawn, hauled it afliore, 
difeharged their I'mall arms and hand-grenades, 
then ruftiing into it, fccured the foldiers before they 
could put themfelves in a pofture of defence. The 
Earl of Marlborough was accompanied by General 
Opdam, and Mynheer Gucldermalfen, one of the 
deputies, who were provided with pailports. The 
Earl h.icl negleflcd this precaution: but recollc^l:- 
ing he had an old pafiport for I, is brother General 
Churchill, he produced it without any emotion; and 
the partizan was in fucli confufion that he never ex- 
amined the date. Ncverthelelt, he riikd their bag- 
gage, carried off the guard as prifoners, end allowed 
the boat to proceed. The Goverxior of 
receiving information tlut the Earl was furprked by 
a party, and conveyed to Gueklres, immediately 
marched out with hU whole garrifon to invell that 
place. The fame imperfcA account being tranf- 
inittcd to Holland, filled the whole province with 
confternation. The States foithwith afiembling, 
refolved that all their forces foould march imme- 


diately to Gueldres; and threaten the ganiion of the 
place v/ith the utmofi; extremities, unkfs they would 
immediately deliver the General. ^But, before thefe, 
brrlers could be difpatched, the EWl arrivi’d* at 
tlte Hague, to the inexprdliblc joy of ^he people, 
who already looked upon him as tiieir faviuur/*hnd 
proic< 5 lor. 

^ XIV. 
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BOOK ^ K.IV. I’lie French arms were not quite fo 

^ , unfortunate on the Rhine as in Flanders. The 

Elector of Bavaria fnrprizcd the city of Ulm in 
Suabia, by a llratagcm, and then declared for 
France, whii.h had by this time complied with all 
his demands. The diet of the empire allcrablcd at 
Ratifbon, were fo incenfed at his condudl in feizing 
the city of Ulm by perfidy, that they prefented a 
memorial to his Imperial Majcfty, requeuing he 
would proceed againll the Elc(5lor, according to the 
conflitutions of the empire. They rctolved, by a 
plurality of voices, to declare war in the name of 
the empire, againfl. the French King and die Duke 
of Anjou, for having invaded j.venil fins of the 
empire in Italy, the ArchbiniopricL of Cologn, 
ancl the diocele of Litgc: and tiny forbad the 
minifters of Ba,varia anc' Cologn to appear in the 
general diet. In vain did thefe powers prolcfi againft 
their proceedings. Tlic empire’s declaration of war 
was publifiicd and nolified, in the name of the diet, 
to the Cardinal of Lirahcrg, the Kanperor’s Com- 
millioner. Mean while the J'Vench made tliemfelves 
mailers of Ncubingh. in the circle of Suabia, while 
Louis Piince ol Il.Lden, being weakened by fending 
off dctachnunt-i, was obliged to lie inadiive in his 
camp near J^'i’icilinguen. The French army was 
divided into tv o bodies, couinianded the Mar- 
quis de Villars and the Count de Guifcard ; and 
the Prince, thinking himfclf in danger of being 
enclofed by tlie enemy, refolved to decamp. Villars 
immediately pafled the Rhine, to fall upon him in 
his retreat, and an obftinate engagement enfuing, 
the Imperialifls were overpowered by numbers. 
The Prince, hav'tfg lofi two tlioufancl men, aban- 
dorfei^thc fi«^l of battle to the enemy, together 
with his .baggage, artiMery, and ammunition, and 
retiiVd towards Stauflen, without being purfued. 
The French army-, even after they had gained the 
battle, were unaccountably feized with fuch a 

panick, 
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panick, that if the Imperial General had faced them chap. 
with two regiments, he would have fnatched the ^ . 

viflory from Villars, who was upon this occafion i^)b, 
faluted Marefchal of France by the foldiers ; ajid 
next day the town of Frcdlinguen Surrendered. The 
Prince being joined by fome troops under General 
Thungen, and other re-inforcements, refolved to 
give battle to tVie enemy : but Villars declined an 
engagement, and repafled the Rhine. Tow^ards the 
latter end of Odiober, Count Tallard, and the 
Marquis de Lotnarie, with a body of eighteen 
thoufand men, reduced Triers and Traerhach : on 
the other hand, the Prince of Heflc-Caflel, with a 
detachment from the allied army at Liege, retook 
from the French the towns of Zinch, Lintz, Brifac, 
and Andernach. 

^ XV. In Italy, Prince Eugene laboured tin- 
der a total negledi of the Imperial court, where 
his enemies, on pretence of fupporting the King of 
the Romans in his firft campaign, weaned the Em- 
peror’s attention entirely from his affairs on the 
other fide of the Alps, fo that he left his befl. 
army to moulder away for want of recruits and re- 
inforcements. The Prince, thus abandoned, could 
not prevent the Duke de Vendome from relieving 
Mantua, and was obliged to relinquish fome other 
places he had taken. Philip King of Spain, being 
mfpired with the anibition of putting an end to the 
war in this country, failed in perlbn for Naples, 
where he was vifited by the Cardinal-legate, with 
a compliment from the Pope ; yet he could not 
■obtain the inveftiture of the kingdom from his Holi- 
nefs. The Emperor, however, was fo difgofied at 
the erabaffy which the Pope had fent to Philip, 
that he ordered his arobaflkdorat Rome to withdraw. 

Philip proceeded from Naples to Final, under convoy 
of the French fleet, which* had brought him to My : 
tiere he had an interview with the Duke of Savdy, 
who began to be alarmed at the profpebi: of the 
French King’s being mafler of the MiJanefe ; and, 
roL. I. H H in 
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BOOK in aolcltcv to the Duke do Vciidoine, he foibaclc 
f- Jiim to engage rnnee liugcnc until he hinifclf 

'Tto^ Ihould arrive in the cam]i. I^rincc Eugene, undcr- 
llanding that the Fiench army iiUcndcd to attack 
Luzzara and Guadalla, jnvfTcd the Po, with an 
army of about half the number of the enemy, and 
pofled himfelf behind the dyke of Zero, in fuch a 
manner tltat the French wcic ignorant of iiis tiiua- 
tion. He concluded, that on their arrival at tlie 
ground they had chofen, the horfc would march 
out to forage, while the rell of the army would be 
employed in pitching tents, and providing for their 
reiredmient. His detign was to feize that oppor- 
tunity of attacking them, not doubting that he 
ihould obtain a complete vidory ; but he w'as dlf- 
appointed by mere accident. An adjutant, with an 
advanced guard, Iiad the curiofity to afeend the 
dyke, in order to view the country, when he dif- 
covered the Imperial infantry lying on their faces, 
and their horfe in the rear, ranged in order of 
battle. The French camp was immediately alarm- 
ed; and as the intermediate ground was covered 
with hedges, which obliged the aflailants to defile, 
the enemy were in a pollute of defence before the 
Iniperialifts could advance to a61ion: ncveithelefs, 
the Prince attacked them, with great vivacity, in 
hopes of difordering their line, which gave way in 
feveral places : but night interpofing, he was ob- 
liged to defift ; and in a few days the French re- 
duced Luzzara and Guaftalla. The Prince, however, 
maintained his poft, and Philip returned to Spain, 
without having obtained any confiderable advantage. 

§ XVI. The French King employed all his arti- 
.jfice and intrigueain railing up new enemies againll 
the Confederates. He is Sid to have bribed Count 
Mansfield, prefident of the council of war at Vienna, 
to with'bold the fupplies from Prince Eugene in 
Italy. At the Ottoman Porte he had actually 
gained over the Vifir, who engaged to renew the 

war 
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war with the Emperor. But the Mufti and alEtne chap 
other great officers were averfe to this deiign, and vii. 
the Vitir fell a facrilice to their refentmeni. Louis 
continued to embroil the kingdom of Poland by 
means of the Cardinal Primate. The young King 
of Sweden advanced to LifliiUj where he defeated 
Auguflus. Then he took pofleffion of Cracow, and 
railed contributions : nor could he be perfuaded to 
retreat, although the Mufeovites and Lithuanians 
had ravaged Livonia, and even made an irruption 
into Sweden. 

§ XVII. The operations of the combined fqua- 
drons at fea did not fully anfwer the expedlation of 
the publick. On the twelfth day of May, Sir John 
Munden failed with twelve fliips, to intercept a 
French fquadroh appointed as a convoy to a new 
viceroy of Mexico, from Corunna to the Wefl-In- 
dies. On the twenty-eighth day of the month, he 
chafed fourteen fail of French mips into Corunna. 

Then he called a council of war, in which it was 
agreed, that as the place was ftvongly fortified, and 
that feventeeu of the enemy’s fliips of war rode at 
anchor in the harbour, it would be expedient for 
them to follow the latter part of their infirudtions, 
by which they were diredled to cmife in foundings 
for the protection of the trade. They returned ac- 
cordingly, and being dlflrefled by want of provi- 
fions, came into port, to the general difeontent of 
the nation. For the fatisfa^ition of the people. Sir 
John Munden was tried by a Court-Martial, and ac- 
quitted ; but as this mifearriage had rendered him 
very unpopular, Prince George difmifled him from 
the fervice. We have already hinted, that King 
William had projected a fcheme to reduce Cadiz, 
with intention to aeft afterwards againft the Spanifli 
fettlements in the Weft-Inclies. This defign Queen 
Annerefolved to put in execution. Sir George Rookcj 
commanded the fleet, and the Duke of Ormond 

H H was 
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, this expedition. The combined fquadrons amounted 
to fifty (hips of the line, excluiive of frigates, 
fire-diips, and fmallcr veflHs; and the number of 
foldiers embarked was not far (lioit of fourteen 
thoufand. In the latter end of June the fleet failed 
from St. Helen’s: on the twelfth of Auguft they 
anchored at the diftance of two leagues from Cadiz. 
Next day the Duke of Ormond fummoned the 
Duke of Brancaccio, who was governor, to fubmit 
to the Houfe of Auftna ; but that officer anfwered, 
he would acquit bimfelf honourably of the trull 
repofed to him by the King. On the fifteenth the 
Duke of Ormond landed with his forces in the bay 
of Bulls, under cover of a finart fire from forae 
frigates, and repulfcd a body of Spanilh cavalry ; 
then he fummoned the governor of Fort St. Ca- 
thariiic’s to furrender j and received an anfwer, 
importing, that the garrifon was prepared for his 
reception. A dcclaiation was publiflied in the 
Spanilh language, intimating, tliai the Allies did 
not come as enemies to Spain ; but only to free 
them I’lom the yoke of France, pud aflifl them in 
cftablilhing thcmlelvcs under. rj^e government of 
the Houfe of Aullria. l‘hcle*proft.lIions produced 
very little elFedl among the Spaniaids, who were 
either cooled in their attachment to that family, or 
provoked by the cxcefles of the Enghfl) troops. 
Thefe having taken pofieffion of Fort St. Catharine, 
and Port St. Mary’s, inflead of proteding, plun- 
dered the natives, nolwithflanding the Arid orders 
ilTued by tho Duke of Ormond, to prevent this 
fcandalous pradipe ; even fome general officers were 
concerned in the pillage. A battery was raifed 
againll Montagorda fort oppolite to the Puntal : 
but the attempt raifearried, and the tnoops were 
jreimbaikcd. 

§ XyilT. Captain Hardy , having been fent to 
water in Lagos bay, received intelligence that the 

galleons 
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galleons from the Wed-Indies had put into 'C^igo, cilAP. 
under convoy of a French fquadron. He failed ''II- 
immediately in queft of Sir George Rooke, who^-T?^ 
was now on his voyage back to England, and falling 
in with him on the fixth day of Odlober, communi- , 
cated the fubdance of what he had learned. Rooke 


immediately called a council of war, in which it 
was determined to alter their courfe, and attack 
the enemy at Vigo. He forthwith detached fome 
fmall veflels for intelligence, and received a con- 
firmation, that the galleons, and the fquadron 
commanded by Chateau Renault, were aiSlvially in 
the harbour. They failed thither, and appeared 
before the place on the eleventh day of October. 
The paflage into -the harbour was narrow, fecured 
by batteries, forts and breft- works on each fide ; 
by a ftrong boom, confifting of iron chains, top- 
mafts, and cables, moored at each end to a feventy- 
gun fliip ; and fortified within by five (hips of tne 
lame ftrength lying athwart the channel, with their 
broad-fides to the offing. As the firft and fecond 
rates of the combined fleets were too large to enter, 
the Admirals fhifted their flags into fmaller fhips; 
and a divifion of five-and-twenty Englifh and Dutch 
fhips of the line with their frigates, fire-fhips and 
ketches, was defiined for the fervice, In order to 
facilitate the attack, the Duke of Ormond landed 
with five-and-twenty hundred men, at the diflance 
of fix miles from vigo, and took byafiauk a fort 
and platform of forty pieces of cannon, at the 
entrance of the harbour. The Britifh enfign was 
no fooner feen flying at the top of this forf, than 
the fhips advanced to the attack. Vice-Admiral 
Hopfon, in the Torbay, crowding all his fail, ran 
diredlly againR the boom, which was broken by 
the firft fliock ; then tlie whole fquadron entered 
the harbour, through a prodigious fire from thf 
enemy’s flfips and batteries. Thefe laft, however, 
were foon iloraied and taken by the grenadiers 

who 
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BOOK who harl been Lintlcd. The* great fliips lay againll the 
forts at each fide of the havbmir, which in a little 
time they fileuced ; though Vice-Admiral Hopfon 
narrowly cfcaped from a fircllnp by which he was 
boarded. After a very vigorous engagement, the 
French, finding ihcinfelvi’s unable to cope with 
fuch an adverfary, refolved to defiroy their fiiips 
and galleons, that they might not fall into the 
hands of the vidlors. They accordingly burned and 
ran afhorc eight fliips and as many advice-boats; 
but ten fhips of war were taken, together with 
eleven galleons. Though they had fecured the beft 
' part of their plate and merchandife before the Eng, 
lifh fleet arrived, the value of fourteen millions of 
pieces of eight, in plate and rich commodities, was 
deflroyed in fix galleons that pciiflied ; and about 
half that value was brought ofl' by the conquerors ; 
ib that this was a dreadful blow to the enemy, and 
a noble acquifition to the Allies. Immediately after 
this exploit, Sir George Rookc was joined by Sir 
Clouclcfly Shovel, who had been font out with a 
fquadron to intercept the galleons. This officer was 
left to bring home the prizes, and dismantle the 
fortifications, while Hooke returned in triumph tq 
♦England. 

§ XIX. The glory which the Englifli acquired 
in this expedition was in fume meafure tarnifhed by 
the condudl of fomc officers in the Wefl-Indies. 
Thither Admiral Benbow had been detached with a 
fquadron of ten fail, in the conrfe of the preceding 
year. At Jamaica he received intelligence, that 
Monfieur Du Caffe was in the neighbourhood of 
Hifpaniola, and jefolved to beat up to thatifland, 
At Leogane he fell in with a French fltip of fifty 

g ins, which her Captain ran afbore and blew up. 

e took feveral other veflela, and having alarmed 
Petit-Guavas, bore away for Donna Maria b^, 
■where he underfiood that Du Cafle had failed for 
the coaft of Carthagena, Benbow refolved to follow 
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tliei'amc cotirfe ; and on the nineteenth of Anjgnfl rii^\P. 
dilcovcrecl the enemy’s iquadron near St. 'Martha, 
confifling of_ ten fail, fleering along fliore. He ''Trojir* 
formed the line, and an engagement enflicd, in 
which he was very ill ftcondecl by fomc of his Cap- 
tains. Neverthelefs, the battle continued rill night, 
and he determined to renew it next morning, when 
he perceived all his fhips at the diftance ot three or 
four miles afiern, except the Ruby, commanded by 
Captain George Walton, who joined him in plying 
the enemy with chafe-guns. On the twenty firit 
thefe two fliips engaged the French Iquadron’; and 
the Ruby was fo difablcd, that the Admiral w.as 
obliged to fend her back to Jamaica. Next day 
the Greenwich, commanded by Wade, was five 
leagues aflern; and the wind changing, the enemy 
had the advantage of the weather-gage. On the 
twenty-third the Admiial renewed the battle with his 
Angle fliip, tinfuftained by the itfl of the fquadron. 

On the twenty-fourth his leg was fltattered by a 
chain-fliot ; notwithflandmg which accident, he 
remained on the quarter-deck in a cradle, and 
sontinued the engagement. One of the largeft fhips 
of the enemy lying like a wreck upon the water, 
four fail of the Englilh fquadron poured their 
broadfides into her, and then ran to leeward, without 
paying any regard to the fignal for battle. Then 
the French bearing down upon the Admiral with 
their whole force, fhot away his main top- fail-yard, 
and damaged his rigging in fuch a manner, that 
he was obliged to lie by and refit, while they took 
their difabled fliip in tow. During this inteiwal, he 
called a council of his Captains, and expoftulated 
with them on their behaviour. They obferved, that 
the French were very ftrong, and advifed him to 
defift. He plainly perceived that he was betrayed, 
and with the utmofl reluctance returned to Jamaica, 
having not only loft a leg, but alfo received a large 
wound in his face, and another in his arm, while 

4 he 
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book he iiifpcrfon attempted to board the French ALdtuiral. 

^ j Exafptraied at the treachery of his Captains, he 
jtosT granted a commiffion to Rear-Admiral Whetdone, 
and other officers, to hold a Court-Martial, and try 
them for cowardice. Hudfon, of the Pendennia, 
died before his trial : Kirby and Wade were con- 
vided, and fentenced to be Ihot : Conftable, of the 
Windfor, was cafliiered and imprifoned ; Vincent, 
of the Falmouth, and Fogg, the Admirars own 
Captain of the Breda, were convided of having 
ligned a paper, that they would not fight under 
Benbow’s command 5 but, as they behaved gallantly 
in the adion, the court inflided upon them no 
other punifhinent than thar of a provifional fufpen- 
flon. Captain Walton had likewife joined in the 
confpiracy, while he was heated with the fumes of 
intoxication ; but he afterwards renounced the en- 
gagement, and fought with admirable courage until 
his fliip was difabled. The boifterous manner of 
Benbow had produced this bafe confederacy. He 
was a rough feaman 5 but remarkably brave, honefl, 
and experienced* ** . He took this niifcarriage fo 
much at heart: that he became melancholy, and his 
grief co-operating with the fever occafioned by his 
wounds, put a period to his life. Wade and Kirby 
were fent home in the Briftol ; and, on their arrival 
at Plymouth, fliot on board of the fliip, by virtue 
of a dead warrant for their immediate execution, 
which had lain there for fome time. The fame pre-. 


* When on^ of his Lieutenants expressed Ijis sorrow for die los^ of 
the Aclniirdl’i k", I am soiry fox it too, (leplied the gallant Benbow) 
but I had rallier have lo^ thorn both than nave seen this dishonour 
brought upon the English nation. But, do you hear? If anothe|: 
V shot should take me oft behave like biave men, and fight it out." 
Wien Dn Casse aruved at Carthageiia, lie wrote a letter to Benbow 
to thib effect : 

''SIR, 

'' I Had hide hope on Monday last but to have supped in your 

** cabin 5 but it pleased God to order it otherwise. I um thankful for 
As for those cowauUy Captains who deserted yovr,. bang them 
np, fno by God, they deserve it. 

^ ^ DUCASSfe^' 

’ caution 
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caution had been taken in all the weflern ports^ in CHAP 
order to prevent applications in their favour. • 

^ XX. During thefe tranfadlions, the Queen 170^ 
feemed to be happy in the affedtion of her fubjedls. 
Though the continuance of the Parliament was li- 
mitted to fix months after the King’s deceafe, fhe 
diflblved it by proclamation before the term was 
expired : and ifiued writs for eledling anothetj in 
which the Tory intereft predominated. In the fum- 
mer the Queen gave audience to the Count de Pla- 
tens, Envoy-Extraordinary from the Elcdlor of Ha- 
nover ; then fhe made a progrefs with her hufband 
to Oxford, Bath, and Brifiol, where fhe was re- 
ceived with all the marks of the mofl. genuine affec- 
tion. The new Parliament meeting on the twen- 
tieth day of Odober, Mr. Harley was chofen Speaker. 

The Queen in her fpeech declared, fhe had fum- 
moned them to alfifl her in carrying on the juft 
and neceffary war in which the nation was engaged. 

She defired the Commons would infpedt the accounts 
of the publick receipts and payments, that if any 
abufeshad crept into the management of the finances, 
they might be dctedled, and the offenders punifhed. 

She told them, that the fijnds affigned in the laft 
Parliament had not produced the jTums granted j and 
that the deficiency was not fupplied even by the hun- 
dred thoufand pounds which me had paid from ’her 
own revenue for the publick fervice. She exprefled 
her concern for the difappointment at Cadiz, as well 
as for the abufes committed at Port St. Mary’s, 
which had obliged her to give diredlions for the 
ftrideft examination of the particulars. She hoped 
they would find time to confider of fome better and 
more effectual method to prevent* the exportation of 
wool, and improve that manufa< 9 :ure, which fhe 
was determined to encourage. She profefTed a firm 
perfuafiion, that the affedlion of her fubjeib was the 
fureft pledge of their duty and obedience. She pr&- 
tnifed to defend and maintain the church as by law 

eftablifhed t 
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BOOK eflaWifliecl : and to protcfl her fubjefls in the full 

^ ^ , enjoyment of all their rights and liberties. She 

protefted, that flic relied on their care of her *. flie 
laid her intcred and llicir’s were infcparable j and 
that her endeavours flioiild never be wanting to 
make them all fafe and happy. She was prefented 
with a very afledlionatc addrefs from either Houfe, 
congratulating her upon the glorious faccef& of her 
arras, and thofe of her Allies, under the command 
of the Earl of Marlborough ; but that of the Com- 
mons was diflinguidicd by an implicated reproach 
on the late reign, importing, that the wonderful 
progrefs of her Majetty’s arms under the Earl of 
Marlborough had fignally “retrieved” the ancient 
honour and glory of the Englifh nation. This ex- 
preffion had excited a warm debate in the Houfe, 
in the courfe of which many fevere refledlions were 
made on the memory of King William. At length, 
the queftion was put, whether the word “ Retrieved” 
fhould remain ? and carried in the affirmative, by a 
majority of one hundred. 

^ XXI. The ftrength of the Tories appeared in 
nothing more confpicuous than in their enquiry con- 
cerning controverted cledlions. The borough of 
Hindon, near Salilbury, was convidled of bribery, 
and a bill brought in for disfranchiling the town : 
yet no vote pafled againft the perfon who exercifed 
this corruption, becaufe he hapjjcned to be a Tory. 
Mr. Howe was declared duly eledlcd for Gloucef- 
terlhirc,' though the majority of the clcdlors had 
voted for the other candidate. Sir John Packiiig- 
ton exhibited a complaint againll the Biihop of 
Worcefler and his fon, for having endeavoured to 
prevent his eledlioh : the Commons having taken it 
into confideration, refolved, that the proceedings of 
William Lord Biffiop of Worcefter, and his fon, 
had been malicious, unchriftian, and arbitrary,, in 
Ifigh violation of the liberties and privileges of the 
Commons of England. They voted an addrefs to 

the 
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the Queen, clefiring her to remove the fatherVrom cHAp. 
the office of Lord-A)moncr ; and they ordered the 
Attorney General to prf>fecute the fon, after his pri- 
vilege as member of the convocation Ihould be ex- ^ 
pired. A counter-addrefs was immediately voted, 
and prefented by the Lords, befeeching her TMajefiy 
would not remove the Bifliop of Worce/ler from 
the place of Lord-Almoner, until he fliould be found 
guilty of fome crime by due courfe of law; as it was 
the undoubted right of every Lord of Parliament, and 
of every fubjeiSl of England, to have an opportunity 
to make his defence before he fuffers any fort of pu- 
nifliment. The Queen faid flie had not as yet re- 
ceived any complaint againft the Bifliop of Wor- 
cefter: but Ihe looked upon it as her undoubted 
right to continue or clifplace any fervant attending 
upon her own perfon, when fhe fhould think pro- 
per. The Peers having received this anfwcr, una- 
nimoufly refolvecl, That no Lord of ihcir Houfe 
ought to fuffer any fort of puniihment by any pro- 
ceedings of the Houfe of Commons, otherwil'e than 
according to the known and ancient rules and me- 
thods of Parliament. When the Commons attended 
the Queen, with their addrefs againft the Bifliop, flte 
faid fhe was forry there was occafion for fiich a re- 
monflrance, and that the Bifliop of Worceftcr fbould 
no longer continue to fupply the place of her Almo- 
ner. This regard to their addiefs was a flagrant 
proof of her partiality to the Tories, who feemed 
to juflify her attachment by their compliance and 
liberality. 

§ XXII. In deliberating on the fupplies, they 
agreed to all the demands of tiie mini dry. They 
voted forty thoufancl feamen, and the like number 
of land forces, to aft in conjunftion with thofe of 
the allies. For the maintenance of thefe lall, they 
granted eight hundred and thirty-three thoufand 
'eight hundred and tw^enty-fix pounds ; befides three 
hundred and fifty thoufancl pounds for guards and 

garrifons 5 
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^ three pounds for ordnance ; and fifty-one thoufand 
eight hundred and forty- three pounds for fubiidies 
to the allies. Lord Shannon arriving with the news 
of the fuccefs at Vigo, the Queen appointed a day 
of thankfgiving for the lignal fuccefs of her arms 
under the Earl of Marlborough, the Duke of Or- 
mond, and Sir George Rooke ; and, on that day, 
which was the twelfth of November, fhc went in 
Rate to St. Paul’s church, attended by both Houfes 
of Parliament. Next day the Peers voted the thanks 
of their Houfe to the Duke of Ormond for his fer- 
rices at Vigo 5 and, at the fame time, drew up art 
addrefs to the Queen, defiring flie would order the 
Duke of Ormond and Sir George Rooke to lay be- 
fore them an account of their proceedings ; a re- 
quefl with which her Majcfty complied. Thofetwo 
officers were likewife thanked by the Houfe of Com- 
mons : Vice-Admiral Hopfon was knighted, and 
gratified with a confiderablc penfion. The Duke of 
Ormond, at his return from the expedition, com- 
plained openly of Rooke’s condudl, and feemed de- 
termined to fubjedl him to a publick accufation; 
but that officer was fuch a favourite among the Com- 
mons, that the Court was afraid to difoblige them 
by an impeachment, and took great pains to mitigate 
the Duke’s refentment. This nobleman was ap- 
pointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, and Rooke was 
admitted into the Privy-Counpil. A motion, how- 
ever, being made in the Houfe of Lords, that the 
Admiral’s inftrudfions and journals relating to the 
laft expedition might be examined, a committee 
was appointed for that purpofe, and prepared an un- 
favourable report : but it was rejected by a majority 
of the Houfe; and they voted. That Sir George 
Rooke had done his duty, purfuant to the councils 
of. war, like a brave officer, to the honour of the 
Rmiih nation. 


^ xxiri. 
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XXIIL On the twenty-firft day of November, CH Ap. 
the Queen fent a meflage to the Houfe of Commons , ^ 

by Mr. Secretary Hedges, recommending further 170^ 
provifion for the Prince her hufband, in cafe he 
fhould furvive her. This melTage being confidered, 

Mr. Howe mox'ed, That the yearly fum of one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds (hould be fettled on the Prince, 
in cafe he Ihould furvive her Majefty. No oppofi- 
tion was made to the propofal; but warm debates 
were excited by a claufe in the bill, exempting the 
Prince from that part of the Adt of Succeffion by 
which ftrangers, though naturalized, were rendered 
incapable of holding employments. This claufe 
related only to thofe who fhould be naturalized in a 
future reign; and indeed was calculated as a reftric- 
tion upon the Houfe of Hanover. Many members 
argued againft the claufe of exemption, becaufe 
it feemed to imply, that perfo ns already naturalized 
would be excluded from employments in the next 
reign, though already pofleffed of the right of natural- 
born fubjedts, a confequence plainly contradidlory 
to the meaning of the adl. Others oppofed it, be- 
caufe the Lords had already refolved by a vote, That 
they would never pafs any bill fent up from the 
Commons, to which a claufe foreign to the bill 
fhould to tacked ; and this claufe they affirmed to 
be a tack, as an incapacity to hold employments 
was a circumftance altogether diftindl from a fettlc- 
ment in money. The Queen exprefled uncommon 
eagernefs in behalf of this bill; and the Court influ- 
ence was managed fo fuccefsfully, that it pafled 
through both Houfes, though not without an oblb'- 
nate oppofition, and a formal proteft by feven-and- 
twenty Peers. 

§ XXiV. The Earl of Marlborough arriving in 
England about the latter end of November, received 
the thanks of the Commons for his great and fignal 
fervices, which were fo acceptable to the Queen, that 
fhe qrcated him a Duke, gratified him with a pen- 
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lion oY live tlioiifand pounds upon ilic revenue of the 
Poft-Oliice during his natural life; and, in a meflage 
to the Commons, cxprclled a dflirc that they would 
find fome method to fettle it on the heirs-malc of his 
body. This .mlimation was prodndlxve of warm de- 
bates, during which Sir Chrillophcr Mufgrave ob- 
ferved, that he would not derogate from the Duke’s 
eminent fervices; but he affirmed his Grace had 
been very well paid for them, by the profitable em- 
ployments which he and his Duchefs enjoyed. The 
Duke, underftanding that the Commons were heated 
by the fubjedi, begged her Majeliy would rather 
forego her gracious mcfTage in his behalf, than 
cieate any uneafinefs on his account, which might 
embatrafs her affairs and be of ill confequence to 
the publick. Then fhc fent another meflage to the 
Houfe, lignifying, that the Duke of Marlborough 
had declined her intorpofition. Notwithftanding 
this declaration, the Commons in a body prefented 
an addrefs, acknowledging the eminent fervices of 
the Duke of Marlborough, yet expreffing their ap- 
prcheiifion of making a precedent to alienate the re- 
venue of the Crown, whicli had been fo much reduced 
by the exorbitant grants of the late reign, and fo 
lately fettled and fccurcd by her Majefly’s unparal- 
leled grace and goodnefs. The Queen was fatisfied 
with their apology ; but their rcfulal in all probabi- 
lity helped to alienate the Duke from the Tories, 
with whom he had been hitherto conneflcd. 

^ XXV. In the beginning of January, the Queen 
gave the Houfe of Commons to underhand, that 
the Statcs-General had prefled her to augment her 
forces, as the only^cans to render ineffedlusl the 
great and early preparations of the enemy. The 
Commons immediately refolvcd,* That ten thoufand 
men fliould be hired, as an augmentation of the 
forces to adt in conjundiion with the Allies; but on 
condition that an immediate flop fhould be put to 
all commerce and correfpondcnce with France and 
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Spain on the part of the Srates-General. The lords c ii a p. 
prefented an acldrcfs to the Queen on the f^e fub- 
jedi, and to the fame effedi ; and fhe owned that the ''TtosT^ 
condition was abfoluteljr neceflary for the good of 
the whole alliance. The Dutch, even after the de- 
claration of war, had carried on a traffick with the 


French; and, at this very jundlure, Louis found it 
impofliblc to make remittances of money to the 
Ele<lilor of Bavaria in Germany, and to his forces 
in Italy, except through the channel of Engliflj, 
Dutch, and Geneva merchants. The Stales-Gene- 
ral, though fhocked at the imperious manner in 
which the Parliament of England preferibed their 
condudt, complied with the demand without hefita- 
tion, and publiOried a prohibition of all commerce 
with the fubjcdls of France and Spain. 

^ XXVI. The Commons of this Parliament had 
nothing more at heart than a bill againft occalional 
conformity. The Tories afledled to diftinguifh 
themfelves as the only true friends to the Church and 
Monarchy; and they hated the Diflenters with a 
mixture of fpiritual and political difguft. They 
looked upon thefe lafl as an intruding fedl, which 
conflituted great part of the Whig fadlion that ex- 
torted fuch immenfe fums of money from the nation 
in the late reign, and involved it in pernicious en- 
gagements, from whence it had no profpedl of deli- 
verance. They confidered them as encroaching 
fchifmaticks that difgraced and endangered the hier- 
archy ; and thofe of their own communion who re- 
commended moderation, they branded with the epi- 
thets of lukewarm Chvillians, betrayers, and apoftates. 
They now refolved to approve themfelves zealous 
fons of the Church, by feizing tire firft opportunity 
that was in their power to diftrefs the Diflenters. In 
order to pave the way to this perfecution, fermons 
were preached, and pamphlets were printed, to 
blacken the charadler of the fe<$l:, and inflame the 
popular rcfenlment againft them. On the fourth 
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BOOK dayeof November, Mr. Bromley, Mr. St. John, and 
I- ^ Mr. Attncfley, were ordered by the Houfe of Cotn- 
mons to bring in a bill for preventing occafional 
conformity. In the preamble, all perfecutioii for 
confciencc-fake was condemned; neverthclefs, it 
enadled, That all thofe who had taken the facrament 
and teft for offices of truft, or the magiftracy of cor- 
porations, and afterwards frequented any meeting 
of Diffienters, fbould be difabled from holding their 
employments, pay a fine of one hundred pounds, 
.and five pounds fpr every day in which they con- 
tinued to adl in their employments after having been 
at any fuch meeting: they were alfo rendered in- 
capable "of holding any other employment, till aftw 
one whole year’s conformity; and, upon a relapfe, 
the penalties and time of incapacity were doubled. 
The promoters of the bill alledged, that an efla- 
bliffied religion and national church were abfolutely 
neceflary, when fo many impious men pretended to 
infpiration, and deluded fuch numbers of the people : 
that the moft eftedlual way to preferve this national 
church, would be the maintenance of the civil power 
in the hands of thofe who exprefled their regard to 
the church in their principles and pradlice ; that the 
Parliament, by the Corporation and Tetl-afls, thought 
they had raifed a fufficient barrier to the hierarchy, 
never imagining that a fet of men would rife up, 
whofe confciences would be too tender to obey the 
laws, but hardened enough to break them : that, as 
the lafl reign began with an adl in favour of Diflen- 
ters, fo the Commons were defirous that in the be- 
ginning of her Majefty’s aufpicious government, an 
afl: Ihould pafs in favour of the Church of England; 
that this bill did fiot entrench on the Adi of Tolera- 
tion, or deprive the Diflenters of any privileges they 
enjoyed by law^ or add any thing to the legal rights 
of the Church of England; that occafional confor- 
mity was an evafion of the law, by which the Dif- 
feniers might infinuate themfelveg into the manage- 
ment 


6 



ANNE, 




meat of all corporations: that a reparation frona the chap. 
Church, to which a man’s conlciencc will allow him ^ 
occafionally to conlorai, is a mere fchiftn, which in 
itfelf was linful, wiihout the fuperadrlition of a tem- 
poral law to make it an offence : that the toleration 
was intended only for the eafe of tender confciences, 
and not to give a licence for occafional conformity : 
that conforming and non-conforming were contra- 
didlions; for nothing but a firm perfuafion that the 
terms of communion required are finful and unlaw- 
ful could juflify the one ; and this plainly condemns 
the other. The members who oppofed the bill 
argued, That the Dilfcnters were generally well 
affedled to the prefent conftitution : that to bring 
any real hardlhip upon them, or give rife to jealou- 
fies and fears at fuen a jundlurc, might be attended 
with dangerous conl'equences : that the toleration 
had greatly contributed to the fecurity and reputa- 
tion of the Church, and plainly proved, that liberty 
of confcience and gentle meafures were the moft 
etfedlual means for increafing the Amtaries of the 
Church, and diminifiiing the number of Diflenters; 
that the Difloniers could not be termed fchifmaticks 
without bringing an heavy charge upon the Church of 
England, which had not only tolerated fuch fchifm, 
but even allowed communion with the reformed 


Churches abroad : that the penalties of this bill were 
more fevere than thofe which the laws impofed on 
Papifls, for affifling at the moft folemn a<3- of their 
religion : in a word, that toleration and tendernefs 
had been always produdtive of peace and union, 
whereas pevfecution had never failed to excite difor- 
der, and extend fuperftition. Many alterations and 
mitigations were propofed, without effetSl. In the 
courfe of the debates, the Dlflenters were mentioned 
and reviled with great acrimony ; and the bill pafKd 
the Lower Houfe by virtue of a confiderable majo- 
rity. 

TOL. I. I I S XXVII. 
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BOOK ^‘XXVII. The Jjords apprclieiifivc that the 
Commoflis would tack it to fomc money-bill, voted, 
That the annexing any claulo to a money-bill was 
contrary to the conftitution of the hlnglilh govern- 
ment, and the ufage of Parlianicnf. Tlie bill met 
with a very warm oppofition in the Upper Houfe, 
where a confiderable portion of the Whig intcreft fiill 
remained. Thefc members believed that the inten- 
tion of the bill was to model corporations, fo as to 
ejedl all thofe who would not vote in elcdlions for 
the Tories. Some imagined this was a preparatory 
Hep towards a repeal of the toleration ; and others 
concluded that the promoters of the bill defigned to 
raife fuch di/lurbances at home, as would difeourage 
the Allies abroad, and render the profecution of the 
war impradlicable. The majority of the Bifliops, 
and among tliefe Burnet of Sarum, objedled againft 
it on the principles of moderation, and from motives 
of confcicnce. Neverthelefs, as the Court fupported 
this meafure with its own power and influence, the 
bill made its way through the Houfe, though not 
without alterations and amendments, which were 
rcjedletl by the Commons, The Lower Iloufe pre- 
tended, that the Lords had no right to alter any fines 
and penalties that the Commons fhould fix in bills 
fent up for their concurrence, on the fnppofition, 
that thofe were matters concerning money, the pe- 
culiar province of the Lower Houfe ; the Lords 
ordered a minute enquiry to be made into all the 
rolls of Parliament fince the reign of Henry the 
Seventh; and a great number of iofiances were 
found, in which the Lords had begun the claufes 
impofing fines and penalties, altered the penalties 
which had been fixed by the Commons, and even 
changed the ufes to which they were applied. Thefe 
precedents were entered in the books : but the Com- 
mons refolved to maintain their point without engag- 
irfg in any difpute upon the fubjedl. After warm 
debates,) and a free conference between the two 

Houfes, 
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Houfcs, the Lords adhered to their amendments, c II A P, 
though this refolution was carried by a majority of 
one vote only ; the Commons perfijiled in rejedting 
them j the bill mifcarried, and both Houfes pub- ' 
liflied their proceedings, by way of appeal to the 
nation*. A bill was now brought into the Lower 
Houfe, granting another yeai’s confideration to thofe 
who had not taken the oath abjuring the pretended 
Prince of Wales. The Lords added three claufes, 
importing, that thofe perfons who fhould take the 
oath within the limited time might return to their 
benefices and employments, unlefs they fhould be 
already legally filled ; that any perfon endeavouring 
to defeat the lucceffion to the Crown, as now limited 
by law, fhould be deemed guilty of high treafon : 
and that the oath of abjuration fliould be impofed 
upon the fubjedls in Ireland. The Commons made 
fome oppofition to thefirft claufe ; but, at length, 
the queftion being put, Whether they fhould agree 
to the amendments, it was carried in the affirmative 
by one voice. 

^ XXVJII. No object engrofled more time, or 
produced more violent debates, than did the enquiry 
into the publick accounts. The Commiffioners 
appointed for this purpofe pretended to have made 
great difeoveries. They charged the Earl of Rane- 
lagh, Paymafler-General of the army, with flagrant 
mifmanagement. He acquitted himfelf in fuch a- 
manner as I’crcened him from all feverity of punifli- 
ment: neverthelefs, they expelled him from the 
Houfe for a high crime and mifdemeanour, in mif- 
applying fevcral fums of the publick money ; and he 


• While this hill was dependinji;, Daniel de Poe puhlished a pamph« 
let intituled, “ Tlie shortest Way wiih the Dissenters } or Propo- 
sab for the Eetabliahment of the Church.” The piece was a levere 
satire on the violence of the Church party. The Commons ordered 
it to be burned by the hands of the Common hangman, and the autho| 
to be prosecuted. He was accordingly eomnaitted to Newgale, tried, 
condemned to Ps'iy a fine of two hundred pounds, and i»taiid in the 
pillory. . " 

thought 
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BOOK thought proper to refign his employment. Along 
ncldrefs *Naa prepared and prclentcd to the Queen, 
attributing the national debt to mifmanagement of 
the funds ; complaining that the old methods of the 
Exchequer had been negle<^led ; and that iniquitous 
frauds had been committed by the Commiffioners of 
the prizes. Previous to this remonftrance, the 
Houfe, in confequence of the report of the Com- 
mittee, had pafied feveral fevere refolutions, parti- 
cularly againfl: Charles Lord Hallifax, Auditor of the 
receipt of the Exchequer, as having negledled his 
duty, and been guilty of a breach of tmft. For 
thele reafons, they actually befought the Queen, in 
an addrefs, that flie would give diredlions to the 
Attorney. General to profecute him for the faid 
offences; 'and fhe promifed to comply with their 
requefl. On the other hand, the Lords appointed a 
committee to examine all the obfervations which the 
Commiffioners of Accounts had offered to both 
lloufcs. They aferibed the national debt to defi- 
ciencies in the funds : they acquitted Lord Hallifax, 
the Lords of tlic Treafury, ancl their officers, whom 
the Commons had accu’fcd ; and reprefented thefe 
circumfiances in an addrefs to the Queen, which was 
afterwards printed with the vouchers to every parti- 
cular. T'his dificrence blew up a fierce flame of 
difeord between the two Houfes, which manifelled 
their mutual animofiiy in fpecches, votes, refolutions, 
and conferences. The Commons affirmed, That no 
cognizance the Lords could take of the publick ac- 
counts would enable them to fupply any deficiency, 
or appropriate any furplufage of the publick money ; 
that they could neither acquit nor condemn any per- 
fon whatfoever, upon any enquiry arifing originally 
in their own Houfe ; and that their attempt to acquit 
Charles Lord Hallifax was unparliamentary. The 
Lords infilled upon their right to take cognizance 
originally of all publick accounts ; they affirmed, 

, that 
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that in iheir rcfolutions, with refpeft to Lord Halli- CHAP, 
flix, they had proceeded according to the i»ules of’ 
juilice. They owned, however, that their refolu- 170^ 
tions did not amount to any judgment or acquittal ; 
but that finding a vote of the Commons refledted 
upon a member of their Houfe, they thought fit to 
give their opinion in their legillative capacity. The 
Queen interpofed by a mefl'age to the Lords, defiring 
they would difpatch the bufinefs in which they were 
engaged. The difputc continued even after this in- 
timation : one conference was held after another, till 
at length both fides defpaircd of an accommodation. 

The Lords ordered their proceedings to be printed, 
and the Commons followed their example. On the 
twenty-feventh day of February the Queen, having 
pafled all the bills that were ready for the royal 
aflent, ordered the Lord-Keeper to prorogue the 
Parliament, after having pronounced a 1 ‘peech, in the 
uilial fiile. She thanked them for their zeal, affec- 
tion, and difpatch ; declared, fhe would encourage 
and maintain the Church as by law eflablifiied ; de- 
fired they would confider fome further laws for re- 
ftraining the great licenfe afiumed for publifhing 
fcandalous pamphlets and libels ; and afiured them, 
that all herlhare of the prizes which might be taken 
in the war Ihould be applied to the publick fervice. 

By this time the Earl of Rochefter was entirely re- 
moved from the Queen’s councils. Finding hirafelf 
out-weighed by the intereft of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough and Lord Godolphin, he had become fullen 
and intra<Sable ; and, rather than ‘ repair to his go- 
vernment of Ireland, chofe to refign the office, 
which, as we have already obfevved, was conferred 
.upon the Duke of Ormond, an accompUfited noble- 
man, who had acquired great popularity b^ the fuc- 
cefs of the expedition to Vigo. The parties in the 
Houfe of Lords were fo nearly matched, that the 
Queen, in order to afeertain an undoubted majority 
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30 O K in the next feffion, created four new Peers*, who had 

I- , Cgnali'-ced tliemlelves by the violence of thcirlpecches 

'"*170^ in the Houle of Commons. 

^ XXIX. The two Houfes of Convocation, which 
were fummoned with the Parliament, bore a llrong 
afliiiity with this alicmbly, by the diflbrent intcrells 
that prevailed in the upper and lower. The laft, in 
imitation of the Commons, was delirous of brand- 
ing the preceding reign ; and it was with great dif- 
ficulty that they concurred with the Prelates in an 
addiels of congratulation to her Majefty. Then 
their former conteft was revived. The Lower Houfe 
defired, in an application to the Archbilhop of Can- 
terbury and his Sufi'ragans, that the matters in dif- 
pute concerning the manner of fynodical proceed- 
ings, and the right of the Lower Houfe to hold in- 
termediate allemblies, might be taken into confider- 
ation, and fpeedily determined. The Bilhops pro- 
pofed, that in the intervals of feffior.s, the Lower 
Houfe might appoint committees to prepare mat- 
ters; and when bufinefs (hould be brought regularly 
before them, the Archbilhop would regulate the 
prorogations in fuch a manner, that they Ihould have 
fufficient time to fit and deliberate on the fubjedl. 
This offer did not fatisfy the Lower Houfe, which 
was emboldened to perfifl in its demand by a vote of 
the Commons. Thefe, in confequence of an addrefs 
of thanks from the Clergy, touching Mr. Lloyd, fon 
to the bilhop of Worcefier, whom they ordered to 
he profecuted after his privilege as member of the 
Convocation Ihould be expired, had refolved, That 
they would on all occalions aflert the juft rights and 

♦ These were John Granville, crcatetl BHron Granville of Pothe- 
ifidne in tlic county of Devon ; Heneage Fincb^ Baron of Guernsey in 
die countv of SoutViampLon : Sir John Leveson Gower, Baron Gower 
of Sittennam in Yorkshire; and Francis Sevinour Conway, youngest 
son of Sir Edward Seymour, made Baton Conway of Ragley in the 
county of Warwick. At the same time, however, Jotiu Hai’vey, of 
* ffthe opposite faction, crea(cd Baron of Ickworth indie county of 
Suffolk j and the Marquis of Nonnanby waa honoured with the title 
of Duke of Buckinghamshire. 
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privileges of the Lower Houfes of Convocation., The C ll ap. 
Prelates reiufed to depart from the Arcjhbifhop’s 
right of proroguing the whole Convocation with con- 
fent of his Suffragans. The Lower Houfe propofed 
to refer the controverfy to the Queen’s decifion. 

The Bifliops declined this expedient, as inconfiftent 
with the cpifcopal authority, and the prefidence of 
the Archbifhop. The Lower Houfe having incurred 
the imputation of favouring Prefbytery, by this op- 
pofition to the Bifhops, entered in their books a de- 
claration, acknowledging the order of Bifhop.s, as 
fuperior to Prefbyters, and to be a divine apollolical 
inllitution. Then they defired the Bifliops, in an 
add refs, to concur in fettling the dodlrine of the 
divine apollolical right of Epifcopacy, that it might 
be a ftanding rule of the Church. They likewife 
prefented a petition to the Queen, complaining, 

That in the Convocation ■ called in theyc.tr 1700, 
after an interruption of ten years, fcveral queflions 
having arifen concerning the rights and liberties of 
the Lower Houfe, the Bifhops had refufed a verbal 
conference ; and afrerwards declined a propofal to 
fubmit the difpute to her M.tje(ty’s determination ; 
they, therefore, fled for protedfion to her Majefty, 
begging fltc would call the queflion into her own 
royal audience. The Queen promifed to confider 
their petition, which was fupported by the Earl of 
Nottingham ; and ordered their Council to examine 
the affair, how it confffled with JatV and cuffom. 
Whether their report was unfavourable to the Lower 
Houfe, or the Queen was unwilling to encourage the 
divifion, no other anfwer was made to their addrefs. 

The Archbifhop replied to their requeft prefented to 
the Upper Houfe, concerning' the divine right of 
Prefbytery, that the preface to the form of ordina- 
tion contained a declaration of three orders of mi- 
nifters from the times of the Apollles ; namely, 
Bifhops, Priefls, and Deacons, to which they bad 
fubferibed ; but he and his brethren conceived, that, 

' without 
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, ^ attempt, B enad, promulge, or execute any canon, 

wliicli Ihould concern either tlodrine or dilcipline. 
The Lower Houfe anfwered this declaration in very 
petulant terms ; and the difpute fubfifled when the 
Parliament was prorogued. But thefe contefls pro- 
duced di\irions through the whole Ijody of the 
Clergy, who ranged themfelves in different fiidions, 
diftinguifhe by the names of High-cliiirch and Low- 
church. The hrft conlitled of ecclchallical Tories ; 
the other included thofe who profdUd Kcvolution 
principles, and recommended moderation towards 
the Diflenters. The High-church party reproached 
the other as time-fervers, and Prefbyterians in dif- 
guil’e ; and were, in their turn, fligmatifed as the 
friends and abettors of tyranny and perfecution. At 
prefent, however, the Tories both in Church and 
Slate tiiuiuphed in tlie favour of their Sovereign. 
The right of Parliaments, the memory of the late 
.Iving, and even the atl limiting the fnrcelilon of 
the Houfe of Hanover, became tlic fubjcc'ils of ridi- 
cule. 'J’he Queen was flattered as polleflbr of the 
prerogatives of the ancient monarchy : the liillory 
written by her granfather, - the Karl of Clarendon, 
was now for the firll time publilhcd, to inculcate the 
priiiciples of obedience, and infpire the people with 
an abhorrence of oppolitiun to an anointed Sove- 
reign. Her Majefly’b hereditary right was deduced 
from Edward the Confeflbr, and, as heir of his 
pretended landlity and virtue, fbe was perfuaded to 
touch perfons afflidfed with the King’s Evil, ac- 
cording to the office inferred in the Liturgy for this 
occafion. 

§ XXX. The change of the miniftry in Scotland 
feemed favourable to the Epifcopalians and Anti- 
Kevolutioners of that kingdom. The Earls of March- 
mont, Melvil, Selkirk, I^ven, and Hyndford, were 
laid afide : the Earl of Seafield was appointed Chan- 
cellor ; the Duke of Queenfherry, and the Lord^Vif- 

count 
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count Tavbatj were declared Secretaries of State ;• the C li a i>. 
Marquis of Aiinanclale was made Prefident* of the ^ ^ 

Council, and the Earl ofTullibardin Lord Privy-Seal. 7^3. 

A new Parliament having been fummoned, the Earl 
of Scafield employed his influence fo fucccfsfully, 
that a great number of Anti-Ilevoluti oners were re- 
turned as members. The Duke of Hamilton had 
obtained from the Queen a letter to the Privy-Coun- 
cil in Scotland, in which Ihc expreffeil licr defire 
that the Prefbyterian clergy fliould live in brotherly 
love and communion with Inch cUflenting minifters 
of the reformed religion .ns were in poflefiion of be- 
nefices, and lived with decency, and fubmillion to 
the law. The epifcopal clergy, encouraged by thefe 
expreffions in their favour, drew up an adclrefs to the 
Queen, imploring her protciilon ; and humbly be- 
feeching her to allow thofe parilhes in which there 
was a majority of epifcopal freeholders to beftow the 
benefice on minillers of their principles. This peti- 
tion was prefented by Dr. Skeen and Dr. Scott, ivho 
wore introduced by the Duke of Queenfberry to her 
Majefly. She allured tlicm of her protedlion and 
cnilcavours to fupply their uece-JTities ; and exhorted 
them to live in peace and Chriflian love with tiie 
clergy, who were by law invefied with the church- 
government in her ancient kingdom of Scotland. 

A proclamation of indemnity having been publilhed 
in March, a great number of Jacobites returned 
from France and other countries, pretended to have 
changed their I'entiments, and took the oaths, that 
they might be qualified to fit in Parliament. They 
formed an accclfion to the llrength of the Anti- 
llevolutioners and Epifcopalians,__who now hoped to 
out number the Preibyterians, and outweigh their 
interefi. But this confederacy was composed of dif-] 3 „rnet. 
fonant parts, from which no harmony could be ex-OldmK-on 
pedted. The Preibyterians and Ilevokitioncrs were^j’gJJJ ’’ 
licaded by the Duke of Argyle. The Country-p.artyLanibor- 
of mdcontents, which took, its rife from the 

potntmentsiim-'hKi. 
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BOOK poiatmcnla of the Darien fettlcment, a 6 i-ed under 
the aufpices of the Duke of Hamilton and Marquis 
of Twecdale ; and the Earl of Ilumc appeared as 
Tiiidai. chief of the Anti-Rcvolutioneis. The clilllrent par- 
who now united, purfued the mod oppolite ends. 
I.ives"of The majority of the Countrj'--party wore friends to 
''•‘Irrti-the Revolution, and fought only redrefsof thegriev- 
Hist. of anccs which the nation luid fullamed in the late 
the Duke reign. The Anti-Re voluii one cs confidored the ac- 
®P^„^^'^’^°'ceflion and government of King William as an ex- 
Duchess of traordinary event, which they were willing tofo’-get, 
believing that all parties were fafe under the fhclter 
ApS,’ of her Majefty’s general indemnity. The Jacobites 
fubmitted to the Queen, as tutrix or regent for the 
Prince of Wales, whom they firmly believed (he in- 
tended to eftablifh on the throne. The Whigs under 
Argyle, alarmed at the coalition of all their enemies, 
refolved to procure a parliamentary fandlion for the 
Revolution. 

/it. 1703, § XXXI. The Parliament being opened on the 

fixth day of May at Edinburgh, by the Duke of 
Queenfberry as conimiflioner, the Queen’s letter was 
read, in which flie demanded a fupply for the main- 
tenance of the* forces, advifed thena to encourage 
trade, and exhotted them to proceed with wifdom, 
prudence, and unanimity. 'I'he Duke of Plamilion 
immediately oflered the draft of a bill for recog- 
nizing her Majefty’s undoubted right and title to the 
Imperial Crown of Scotland, according to the de- 
claration of the eftates of the kingdom, containing 
the claim of right. It was immediately received ; 
and at the fecond reading, the Queen’s Advocate of- 
fered an additional claufe, denouncing the penalties 
of treafon againft a*ny perfon who ftiould queftion her 
Majefty’s right and title to the Crown, or her exer- 
cife of the government, from her adlual entry to the 
fame. This, after a long and warm debate, was car- 
ried by the concurrence of the Anti-Revolutioners, 
Then the Earl of Hume produced the draft of^ a bill 



for the fupply: immediately after it was read, the chap. 
Marquis of Tweetlale made an overture, tliat, before 
all other bulinefs, the Parliament would proceed to xto ^ 
make fuch conditions of government, and regula- 
tions in the conftitution of the kingdom, to take 
place after the deceafe of her Majefty and the heirs 
of her body, as fhould be neceilary for the prefer- 
vation of their religion and libert^n This overture 
and the bill were ordered to lie upon the table ; and, 
in the mean time, the CommilHoner found himfelf 
involved in great perplexity. The Duke of Argyle, 
the Marquis of Annandale, and the Earl of March- 
mont, gave him to iinderfland in private, that they 
were refolved to move for an adf, ratifying the Re- 
volution ; and fur another, confirming the Prefbyte- 
rian government : that they would infifl upon their 
being difcufled before the bill of fupply, and that 
they were certain of carrying the points at which 
they aimed. The Commiflioner now found himfelf 
re kiccd to a very dilagreeable alternative. There 
was a neceffity for rclinquifhing all hope of a fupply, 
or abandoning the Anti-Revolutioners, to whom he 
was connedted by promiies of concurrence. The 
Whigs were determined to oppofe all fchemes of 
fupply that fhould come from the Cavaliers : and 
thefe lad refolved to exert their whole power in pre- 
venting the confirmation of the Revolution and the 
Prelbytcrian difeipline. He forefaw that on this oc- 
cafion the Whigs would be joined by the Duke of 
Hamilton and his party, fo as to preponderate 
againft the Cavaliers. He endeavoured to cajole 
both parties ; but found the talk impradlicable. Pie 
defired in Parliament, that the adl for the fupply 
might be read, promiling that "they fhould have full 
time afterwards to deliberate on other fubjefts. The 
Marquis of Tweedale infilled upon his overture; 
and, after warm debates, the Houfe refolved to pro- 
ceed with fuch a6ls as might be ncceflary for fecuring 
the^religioD, liberty, and trade of the nation, before 

0 , any 
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^ , cuOed. The Marquis of y\iliol ollercd an adl for 

J70a. the fecLiiily of the kingdom, in cale of her Majcfty’a 
decealc : but, before it was read, the Duke of Argylc 
prefented his draft of a bill for ratifying the Revo- 
lution, and all the adts following tlicicupon. An 
a(51: for limiting the fucceflion after the death of her 
Majefly, and the heirs of her body, was produced 
by Mr. Fletcher, of Saltoun. The Earl of Rothes 
recomnicndcJ another, importing, that, after her 
Majcfly’s death, and failing heirs of her body, no 
perfon coining to the Crown of Scotland, being at 
the fame time King or Queen of England, thould, as 
King or Queen of Scotland, have power to make 
peace or war without the confent of Parliament. 
The Earl of Marchmont recited the draft of an adt 
for fecunng the true Protetlant religion and Prelby- 
tenan government ; one was alfo luggeflcd by Sir 
Patiick Johnflon, allowing the importation of wines, 
and other foreign liquors. All tlicfe bills were or- 
dered to he on the tabic. Then the Earl of 
Strathmore produced an adl for toleration to all Pro- 
leftants in the excrcifc of religious worthip. But 
againfl this the general aflembly prclcntecl a mofl 
violent remonllrancc ; and the promoters of the bill 
forelcting that it would meet with great oppofition, 
allowed it to drop for the prefent. On the third day 
of June, the Parliament palled the adl for preferving 
the true reformed Protetlant religion, and confirm- 
ing Prefbyterian church government, as agreeable to 
the word of God, and the only government of Chrift’s 
church within the Kingdom. The fame party en- 
joyed a fuither iriqmph in the fuccefs of Argyle’s 
adl, for ratifying and perpetuating the firft adt of 
King William’s Parliament r for declaring it high 
ireafon to difown the authority of that Parliament, 
or^to alter or renovate the claim of right, or any ar- 
ticle thereof. This lafl claufe was ttrenuoufly op- 
pofed ; but at lafl the bill pafJed, with the coiicur- 
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fence of all the miniflry, except the Marquis of'Athol c il ap. 
and the Vifcount Tarbat, who began at tUis period 
to correfpond with the oppofite party. 

^ XXXII. The Cavaliers thinking themfelves be- 
trayed by the Duke of Queenfberry, who had allented 
to thefe a<51:sy firft expollulated with him on his 
breach of promife, and then renounced his intereft, 
refolving to feparate themfelves from the Court, and 
jointly purfue fuch meafures as might be for the in- 
tereft of their party. But of all the bills that were 
produced in the courfe of this remarkable fellion, 
that which produced the moft violent altercation was 
the aft of fecurity, calculated to abridge the prero- 
gative of the Crown, limit the fucceflbr, and throw 


a vaft additional power into the hands of the Parlia- 
ment. It was confidered paragraph by paragraph : 
many additions and alterations were propofed, and 
fome adopted ; inflammatory fpeeches were uttered ; 
bitter farcafms retorted from party to party ; and dif- 
ferent votes pafled on different claufes. At length, 
in fpite of the moft obltinate oppolition from the 
Miniftry and the Cavaliers, it was pafled by a majo- 
rity of fifty-nine voices. The Commiffioner was im- 
portuned to give it the royal aflent; but declined 
anfwering their entreaties till the tenth day of Sep- 
tember. Then he made a fpeech in Parliament, 
giving them to underftand that he had received the 
Queen’s pleafure, and was empowered to give the 
royal aflent to all the afts voted in this feftion, ex- 
cept to the aft for the fecurity of the kingdom- A 
motion was made to folicit tire royal afftnt in an 


addrefs to her Majefly ; but the queflion being put, 
it was carried in the negative by a fmall maiority. 
On the lixth day of the fame month, the Karl of 
Marchmont had produced a bill to fettle the fuc- 
ceflion of the Houfe of Hanover. At lirft the im- 


port of it was not known ; but, when the clerk jn 
reading it mentioned the Princcls Sophia, the whole 
Houfe was kindled into a flame, borne propofed - 

that 
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BO'OK that tile overture flionld be burned: others moved 
that the Earl might be fenr pnfoner to the caflle ; 
stncl a general dihatisfai'^toii appeared in tlic whole 
adembly. Not that the Majority in Pailiamcnr were 
averfe to the fucceffion in the Houfc of Hanover : 
but they rcfolved to avoid a nomination without 
flipulating conditions ; and they had already pro- 
vided in the atfl of fecurity, that if ihould be high- 
treafon to own any perfon as King or Queen after her 
Majefly’s dcceafe, until he or flie fhoukl take the co- 
ronation oath, and accept the terms of the claim of 
right, and fuch conditions as fliould be fettled in this 
or any enfuing Parliament. 

§ XXXIII. Andrew Fletcher, of Saltoun a 
man of undaunted courage and inflexible integrity, 
who profcfTcd republican principles, and fecmecl 
defigned by nature as a member of fome Grecian 
commonwealth, after having obferved that the 
nation would be cnflavcd, fliould it fubmlt, either 
willingly or by commilHon, to the fucceffor of Eng- 
land, without fuch conditions of government as 
fhould fecure them againll the influence of an Eng- 
lifh miniftry, offered the draft of an adl, importing, 
That after the deceafe of her Majefly, without heirs 
of her body, no perfon being fucceflbr to the Eng- 
lifh throne fliould fuccced to the Crown of Scotland, 
but under the following limitations, which, together 
with the coronation-oatii and 'claim of right, they 
fhould fwear to obferve : 'namisly, That all offices 
and places, civil and military, as well as penfions, 
fhoukl for the future be conferred by a Parliament 
to be chofen at every Michaelmas head-court, to 
fit on the firfl day 0/ November, and adjourn -them- 
felves'from time to time, till the enfuing Michael- 
mas : That they fhould choofe their own prelident ; 
That a committee of fix-and-thirty members, cho- 
fen out of the whole Parliament, without diflindlion 
of eftates, fliould, during the intervals of Parlia- 
-ngient, be vefted, under the King, with the admi- 
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iliftration of ihc government, aft as his council, be c rt A P. 
accountable to Parliament, and call it togtthcr on 
extraordinary occafions. lie propofed that the fuc-'^^^oT^ 
ceflbr ftoukl be nominated by the majority ; declar- 
ing for himfelf, that lie would rather concur in no- 
minating the moll rigid Papift with thofe condi- 
tions than the truell Proteftant without them. The 
morion was feconded by many members ; and 
though poftponed for the prefent, in favour of an 
adl of trade under the conlideration of the Houfe, it 
was afterwards refumed with great warmth. In 
vain the Lord-Treafurer reprefented that no funds 
were as yet provided for the army, and moved for 
a reading of the a<5l prefented for that purpofe : a 
certain member obferved, that this was a very un- 
feafonable jundlure to propofe a fupply, when the 
Houfe hail fo much to do for the Iccurity of the 
nation ; he faid they had very little encouragement 
to grant fupplies, when they found tliemfelves fruf- 
tratecl of all their labour and expence for thefc ievera! 
months ; and when the whole kingdom faw that 
fupplies ferved for no other ufe but to gratify the 
avarice of Ibme infatiable minifters. Mr. Pletcher 
expatiated upon the good confequences that would 
arife from the adl which he had propofed. The 
Chancellor anfwered. That fuch an a6l was laying 
a feheme for a commonwealth, and tending to in- 
novate the conftitution of the monarchy. The mi- 
nillry propoled a ftate of a vote, whether they 
fhould firfl. give a reading to Fletcher’s a6l or to the 
a6l of fubfidy. The country-party moved that the 
quellion might be, “ Overtures for fubfidies, or 
“ overtures lor liberty.” Fletcher withdrew his a(5l‘, 
rather than people Ihould pervert the meaning of 
laudable deligns. The Houfe refounded with the 
cry of “ Liberty or Subfidy.” Bitter inveblives 
were uttered againfl. the minidry. One member 
faid it was now plain the nation was to expe6l no 
other ejsturn for their expence and toil, than that of 

being 
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being loaded with a fiiblidy, and being obliged to 
bend thffir necks niulcr the yoke of flavery, which 
was prepared lor tliciu fnnu that throne : another 
obferved, that as llieir libcM-tics were liippreOed, 
lb the privileges tif Parliainenr were like to be lorn 
from them; but that he would venture liis life in 
defence of his birthright, and rather die a free man 
than live a Have. When the vote was demanded, 
and declined by the Conimililoner, the Earl of 
Koxburgh declared, that if there was no other way 
of obtaining fo natural and undeniable a privilege 
of Parliament, they would demand it with their 
fwords in their hands. The Commiflioner, fore-* 
feeing this fpirit of freedom and conrracli£iion, 
ordered the foot-guard to be in readinefs, and 
placed a ft rong guard upon the callern gate of the 
city. Notwiihfuuiding thefe precautions, he ran 
the rifcjue of being torn in pieces ; and, in this ap- 
prchenfion, orcleied the Chancellor to inform the 
iloufc, that the Parliament (hould ])roceed upon 
overtures for liixrty nr ihcir next filling. This 
promilc allayed the fetmem which had bop,un to 
rife. Next day the members prepared an overture, 
implying. That the elw.iivc members fhould be 
cliofcn for every fc.at at the Michaelmas head-courts. 
That a Parluimcnt fhould be held once in two years 
at lead : That the flioit .idjournmentH tie Hie in diem 
Ihould be m.tdc by the Parliaments thcinfelvcs, as 
In Engi.uid : and that no nllicor m the Army, Cuf- 
toms, or Cxcife, nor any gratuitous penfioncr, fhould 
fit as an cle»fiivc member. The CommifFoner 
being apprifed of their proceedings, called for fuch 
a£ts as he w'as empowered to pafs, and having given 
the royal alient to them, prorogued the Parliament 
to the tw’clfth day of 0.^1 ober^. Such was the iflue 
of this remaikablefeflion of the Scottifh Parliament* 

in 

* Though the Quocn refuvd lo the fct of focnrity, the Royal 
a« 5 eut WiVi i^raDteJ to an . » t of Innitauon cn the .sucr^ssor, in which it 
\\ (iecLired that no King or Queen oi Scotland should hw'e powe? 
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in which the Duke of Queenfberry was abandonedcH aP. 
by the greatell part of the miniftry ; and? fuch a 
fpirit of ferocity and oppofition prevailed, as threat- 
cned the whole kingdom with civil war and con- 
fufion. The Queen conferred titles upon thofe * 
who appeared to have influence in the nation, and 
attachment to her government, and revived the Or- 
der of the Thiftle, which the late king had dropped. 

§ XXXIV. Ireland was filled with difeontent, by 
the behaviour and condudl of the truftees for the 
forfeited eftates. The Earl of Rochelier had con- 
tributed to foment the troubles of the kingdom, by 
encouraging the fac^iions w^bich had been imported 
from England. The Duke of Ormond was received 
with open arms, as heir to the \irtues of his ancef- 
tors, who had been the bulw'arks of the Proteftant 
interell in Ireland. He opened the Parliament on 
the twenty-firft day of beptember, with a fpeech 
to both lioufes, in which he told them, that his 
inclination, his interell: and the examples of his 
progenitors, were indifpenfable obligations upon 
him, to improve every opportunity to the adran- 
tage and profperity of his native country. The 
Commons having chofen Allen Broderick to be 
their Speaker, proceeded to draw up very afleilionate 


to make war or peace without consent of Pailiaincnt. Another law 
was endC'teth allowing French wines and other liquors to be imported 
in neutral bottoms ; Without this expedient^ it was all edged that the 
revenue would have been insulficient tomaintam the government. An 
Act passed in favour of the company trading to Africa and the Indies ; 
another for a commission concerning the piibUclc accounts j a third for 
punishing slanderous speeches and writings. The commission for 
treating qf au union wim England was vacated, with a prohibition to 
grant any other commission for that purpose without consent of Pailia- 
inent 5 and’ no supply having been piovided l^efore the adjournnientj 
the army and expcnce of gf)\ eminent were maintained upon credit. 

* The Maiquls of Athol, and the Marquis of Douglas, though thb 
last was a minor, were cTe*iied dukes: Lord Tiirbat was invested with 
the title of Earl of Cromarty: theTiscounts Stair and Boseberry vvers 
promoted to the same dignity. Lord Koyle was created Eail ot Glac- 
gowj James St uart, of fine, FarlofBute; Charlos Hope, of 
toun, Eavl of Hopetoun j John Ciawfurd, ofKilbirnie, Viscount Gar- 
nock 5 and Sir Jameb Primrose, of Carrington, Viscount primtose. 
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BOOK aclcMfles to the Ouccn and the T ord-lieutenanf. 
In that^to the Queen thejf coinpUuncclj that their 
enemies had milVeprelentcd them, as dciirous of 
being independent of the ciown of liingland : they, 
therefore, to vindicate ihcml'clves from Inch falfe 
afperfions, declared and acknowledged, that the 
kingdom of Ireland was annexed and united to the 
imperial Crown of England. In order to exprefs 
their hatred of the trullccs, they rcfolvcd, That all 
the Proteftant freeholders of that kingdom had been 
falfcly and maliciouily mifreprclented, traduced, and 
abufed, in a book iniitlcd, “The Report of the 
Commiflioners appointed to inquire into the Irifh 
Forfeitures;” and it appearing that Francis An- 
nefley, member of the Houfe, John Trenchard, 
Henry Langford, and James Hamilton, were au- 
thors of that book, they further refolved, That 
thefe perfons had Icandaloufly and malicioufly mif- 
reprefented and traduced the Proteflant freeholders 
o'" that kingdom, and endeavoured to create a mif- 
unclerftanding and jcaloufy between the people of 
England and the Pioteliants of Ireland. Anneflcy 
was expelled the Houfe, Hamilton was dead, and 
Trenchard had returned to England, 'fhey had 
finifhed the enquiry before the meeting of this Par- 
liament ; and lold, at an under value, the beft of 
the forfeited cllatcs to the Sword-blade company of 
England. This, in a petition to the Irilh parlia- 
ment,' prayed that heads of a bill be brought in for 
enabling them to take conveyance of lands in 
Ireland : but the Parliament was very little difpofcd 
to confirm the bargains of the truflees, and the, 
petition lay negleiSied on the table. The Houfe 
expelled John Afgill, who, as agent to the Sword- 
blade company, had offered to lend money to the 
publick in Ireland, on condition that the Parliament 
j-vould pafs an a£l to confirm the company’s purchafe 
of the forfeited eflates. His confiituents difowned 
his piopofalj and when he was funxmoned ta^appear 

before 
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before the Honfe, and anfwcr for his prevarication, c II A P. 
he pleaded his privilege, as member of the EnglUh 
Parliament. Tlic Cornmons, in a reprefentation of '^TToaT^ 
the ftate and grievances of the nation, gave her 
Majefly to undevftancl, that the conflittuion of Ire- 
land had been of late greatly lhaken ; and their 
lives, liberties, and eftates, called in qucltion, and 
tried in a manner unknown to their ancefiors ; that 
the expence to which they had been unnecctiarily 
expofed by the late trudees for the foifoitccl ellates, 
in defending their jull ri'.ht-i and titles, bad ex- 
ceeded in value the current calli of the kingdom; 
that their trade was decayed, their money cx- 
haufletl; and that they were hindered from maintain- 
ing their own manufai^ures: tliat many Proteriant 
families had been conllrained to quit the kingdom, 
in order to earn a livelihood in foreign countries ; 
that the want of frequent Parliaments in Ireland bad 
encouraged evil-minded men to opprtfs the fubjedl; 
that many civil ofRcers had acquired great fori tints 
in that impoverifhed country, by the excrcifc of 
corruption and oppreffion : that others, in conlide- 
rable employments, refided in ancjthcr kingdom, 
ncgledling pcrfonal attendance on their duty, while 
their offices were ill executed, to the detriment of 
the publick, and the failure of juflice. They de- 
clared, that it was from her Majefty’s gracious 
interpofition alone they propofed to ihtmfelvrs 
relief from thofc their manifold giievances and mif- 
fortunes. The Commons afterwards voted the ne- 
ceffary fupplies, and granted one hundred and liliy 
thoufand pounds to make good the delicicncies of 
the neceflary branches of the cllabriihmcnt. 

^ XXXV. They appointed a committee to in- 
fpedl: the publick accounts, by which the_\ difeovered, 
that above one hundred thwufand pounds bad been 
falfely charged as a debt upon the nation. "I'hc 
committee was thanked by the Iloufe for hating 
faved thisfum, and ordered to examine what pcrloiu 
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BOOK were co*icernccl in Tuch a miiu’i'rcfcntation, which 
^ , was generally impufetl U) lliolc who a<Slc(l untlcr the 

170^ Duke of Ormom). Tic luiulclf was a nobleman of 
honour and generofiiy, addu'lcd to plcafurcj and 
fond of popular applaufe: hut he was furrounded 
by people of more fordid jirintipks. who had in- 
gratiated themfclves into his confidence by the arts 
of adulation. The Commons voted a provilion for 
the half pay oflTccvi. ; and abolhhed penfions to the 
amount of icventeeii tljoufand pounds a year, as un- 
necefl'ary branches ot the ''ftablilhment. They palled 
an acSl fettling the fuccefflon of the crown, after the 
pattern fet them by England : but the moh impor- 
tant tranfadlion of this fefiion was a fevere bill to 
prevent the growth of popery. It bore a flrong 
affinity to that which had palled three years before 
in England : but contained more efledual claufes. 
i^mong others, it enadled, That all eflates of Pa- 
pills Ihould be ecjually divided among the childien, 
notwithllanding any fettlement to the contrary, unlcfs 
the perfons to whom they might be fettled lliould 
qualify themfelves by taking the oaths, and com- 
municating with the Church of England. Tl'he bill 
was not at all agreeable to the minillry in England, 
who expedled large prefents from the Papilis, by 
whom a conliderable fum had been aiflually raifed 
for this purpofe. But, as they did not think proper 
to reje£l- fuch a bill while the Englilli P.'uTiament 
was fitting, they added a claufc w'hich they hoped 
the Parliament of Ireland would refufe ; namely, 
that no perfons in that kingdom lliould be capable 
of any employment, or of being in the magiliracy 
of any city, whef did not qualify themfelves by re- 
ceiving the facrament, according to the Tell-ad 
palled in England. Though this was certainly a 
great hardlhip on the Difl’enters, the Parliament of 
Ireland facrificed this^confideration to their common 
fecurity againd the Roman Catholicks, and accepted 
the amendment without helitation. This tiflair be- 
ing 
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iHg difculTed, The Commons of Ireland pafled'a vote c il a P. 
againft a book intituled, “Memoirs of the late 
King James II.” as a feditious libel. They ordered '^TtoT^ 
it to be burned by the hands of the common hang- 
man ; and the bookfeller and printer to be profecu- 
ted. When this motion wa.s made, a member in- 
formed the Houfe, that in the county of Limerick, 
the Irifh Papifls had begun to form themfeh’es into 
bodies ; t. blunder the Protcftants of their arras and 
money ; and to maintain a correfpondence with the 
difafFeded in England. The Ploufe immediately 
lefolved. That the Papifls of the kingdom fiill re- 
tained hopes of the accelflon of the perlbn known by 
the name of the Prince of Wales in the life-time of 
the late King James, and now by tlie name of 
James III. In the midfl of this zeal againft Popery 
and the Pretender, they were flidclenly adjourned by 
the command of the Lord-Lieutenant, and broke up 
in great animofity againtl that nobleman 

^ XXXVI. The attention of the Englifh miniflry 
had been for Ibme time chiefty engrofled by the 
affairs of the continent. The Emperor agreed with 
the Allies, that his fon the Archduke Charles fhould 
affiime the tide of King of Spain, demand the In- 
fanta of Portugal in marriage, and undeitake fome- 
thing of importance, with the alflftance of the mari- 
time powers. Mr. Methuen, the Englifli minifler 
at Lilbon, had already made fome progrefs in a 
treaty with his Portuguefe Majefty ; and the Court 
of Vienna promifed to fend fuch an army into the 
field as would in a little time drive the Eledtor of 
Bavaria from his dominions. But they were fo dila- 
tory in' their preparations, that, the French King 
broke all their meafures, by fending powerful rein- 

* They had besides the hills ahready mentioned, piisscd an act for 
an additional jExcise on beer, altj, and other li(iunv& : another en- 
couraging Reimportation of iron and slaves: a third for preyentift^ 

Popish priests liom coming into the kingdom: a fourth seem in g the 
liberty of the suli^ccl: aiul for prev^jutiou of imprisonment beyond, 
acas^ and a fifth for natun\h7.mg all Prolestant strangers, 
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f;0'2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

i.f'C fv to the E'lci'lorj in whofe ability and at- 

^ 1 ^ t Kliineui 1.0UO K'pofcd great conlklcnce. Maitfchdl 

iToT ^hl'er*’, who eomniaixlcd an aimy of tliiity rhonlarid 
tncii .A nti.ilburgh, pafUd the Phine, and reduced 
ioit 1 m hi, the GOtiifon of which was condiuHed to 
I'liil [ dior'di. I'ho F'pperor, alarmed at this event, 
(kImlcI Count Sthlick to enter Bavaria on the fide 
c-i ! lb lhu.f',li, v.uh .1 cQiifickiable body of forces; 
and f‘ n* another niulcr Cuunl Stirum, tp invade the 
tanie tU^dnrate by the way of IMewmark, winch was 
fiirrendercd to him, after he had routed a party of 
Bavaiiaiis: the city of Amberg met with the lame 
late. Alcan while Count Schlick defeated a body 
of mihtia that ckTcnded the lines of Saltfburgh, and 
made himfelf mafler of lliedf, and feveral other 
place s. The lilcdtor afTembling his forces near 
Jlronau, diH’ufecl r report that he intended to beliege 
r.iflau, to co\ or which place Schlick advanced with 
the gicakll pait of his infantry, leaving behind his 
cavaliy and cannon. The lilccdor having by this 
ioint divided the Iinpciiahfts, palled the bridge of 
Stavdingen with twelve thoulund men, and, after 
an obflinate engagement, compelled the Impcrialilts 
to abandon the licld of battle ; then he marched 
againft the Saxon troops which guaiclcd the artillery : 
and attacked them with Inch inipciuofity, that they 
were entirely defeated, fn a few days after thefe 
actions, he look Ncwbuigli on the Inn by ca- 
piiulatlon. He obtained another advantage over 
an advanced poll of the Impeiialilis near Burgen- 
fcklt, commanded by the joung Piincc of Branden- 
buioh Anlpach, wh i wmi mort.vlly wounded in the 
enpaocment. Tie pchancid to UatiflDon, where the 
Ph'I of iiie empne w.is allciiibled, and demanded 
that he flionlcl be immediately put in poUeffion of the 
bniigc and gate r,i the rity. 'the Burghers imme- 
di.itily took to their aims, and planted cannon on 
the uvopn'ts : but when they law a battery ereAed 
' againll tlitm, agcl tlie Ellec'-tor determined to«.boffl- 
. bard 
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Bard the place, they thought proper to capitulate, citap. 
and comply with his demands. lie took»pofleliion ^ , 

of the town on the eighth day of April, and figned 
an inftrument obliging himfelf to withdraw his troops, 
as foon as the Emperor thould ratify the Diet’s rel'o- 
lution for the neutrality of Ilatilhon. Marefchal 
Villars having received orders to join the Elcdor at 
all events, and being reinforced by a body of troops 
under Count Tallarcl, refolded to break through the 
lines which the Prince of Baden had made at Stol- 
hofl’en. This General had been luckily joined by 
eight Dutch battalions, and received the Fiench 
army, though double his number, with fuch obfii- 
nate refolution, that Villars was obliged to retreat 
with great lofs, and diredled his route towards OlTin- 
gcn. Neverthelefs, he penetrated through the Black 
Forefl, and efte<il.ed a jundlion with the Eledlor. 

Count Stirum endeavoured to join Prince Louis of 
Baden : but being attacked near Schwemmingen, 
retired under the cannon of Nortlingen. 

^ XXXVII. The Confederates were more fuccefs- 
ful on the Lower Rhine and in the Netherlands. 

The Duke of Marlborough crolled the fca in the 
beginning of April; and aTlembling the allied army, 
relolved that the campaign (hould be begun with the 
liege of Bonne, which was accordingly inverted oa 
the twenty-fourth day of April. Three different 
attacks were carried on againft this place ; one by 
the Plereditary Prince of Hcfle-Cairel ; another'by 
the celebrated Coehorn ; and a third by Lieutenant- 
General Pagel. The garrifon defended themfelvcs 
vigoroufly till the fourteenth day of May, when the 
fort having been taken by artkult, and the breaches 
rendered pradticablc, the Marquis d’ Alegre, the 
Governor, ordered a parley to be beat ; hortages 
were immediately exchanged ; on the rtxtecnth the 
capitulation was figned ; and in three daj s the gar- 
rifon evacuated the place, in order to be conduefed 
to I^ixemburgh. During tlie liege of Bonne, tlw 

Marcichali?*^ 
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BOOK MarefChals Boufiiers anti Vilkroy advaiirerl with ajt 
army of ffirty thoufand men tovvards Tongeren, and 
the confederate army commanded by M. J)’Auvcr- 
querqtie was obliged at ihcir approach to retreat 
■under the cannon of Maeftrich. The enemy having 
taken pofleffion of Tongeren, made a motion againfl 
the confederate army, which they found already 
drawn up in order of battle, and fo advantageotifly 
pofted, that notwithftanding their great fuperiority 
in point of number, they would not hazard an at- 
tack ; but retired to the ground from whence they 
had advanced. Immediately after the reduction of 
Bonne, the Duke of Marlborough, who had been 
prefent at the fiege, returned to the confederate army 
in the Netherlands, now amounting to one hundred 
and thirty fquadrons, and fifty-nine battalions. On 
the twenty-fifth day of May, the Duke having palled 
the river Jecker, in order to give battle to the enemy, 
they marched with precipitation to Boekwern, and 
abandoned Tongeren, alter having blown up the 
_ ■walls of the place with gunpowder. The Duke con- 

tinued to follow them to Thys, where he encamped, 
while they retreated to Hannye, retiring as he ad- 
vanced. Then he rcfolved to force their lines ; this 
fervice was elTedlually performed by Cochorn, at the 
point of Callo, and by Baron Spaar, in the county 
of Wacs, near Stoken. The Duke bad formtd the 
defign of reducing Antweip, which was garrifoned 
by Spanith troops, under the command of the Mar- 
quis de Bedmar. He intended with the grand army 
to attack the enemy’s lines on the fide of Louvaine 
and Mechlin : he detached Coehorn with his flying 
camp on the right of the Scheldt, towards Dutch 
Flanders, to amufe the Maiquis de Bedmar on that 
lide; and he ordered the Baron Opdam, with twelve 
thoufand men, to take poll between Eckeren and 
Qapelle, near Antwerp, that he might ac^ again^ft 
that part of the lines which was guarded by the Spa- 
■nifh forces. 

§ XXXVIU. 
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^ XXXVIII. The French Generals, in order to chap 
fruflrate the fcheme of Marlborough, revived to Vii. 
cut off the retreat of Opdam. Boufflers, with a rle- 
tachiiient of twenty thoufand men from Villeroy’s 
army, furprized him at Eckeren, where the Dutch 
w'ere put in diforder; and Opdam, believing all 
w'as loft, fled to Breda. Neverthelcfs, the troops 
rallying under General Schlangenburgh, maintained 
their ground with the mod obftinate valour, till 
night, when the enemy was obliged to retire, and 
left the communication free with fort Lillo, to which 
place the Confederates marched twkhout further mo- 
leftation, having loft about fifteen hundred men in 
the engagement. The damage fufiained by the 
French v/as more confulerable. They were frullrated 
in their defign, and had adlually abandoned the field 
of battle: yet Louis ordered Te Deum to be fung for 
thevidlory: neverthelcfs, Boufflers was cenfured for 
his condiidl on this occafion, and in a little time 
totally difgraccd. Opdam prefented a jufiification 
of his condutft to the States-General : but by this 
overfight he forfeited the fruits of a long fervice, 
during which he had exhibited repeated proofs of 
courage, zeal, and capacity. The States honoured 
Schlangenburg with a letter of thanks for the valour 
andlkill he had raanifefted in this engagement; but 
in a little time they difmiflcd him from his employ- 
ment, on account of his having given umbrage to 
the Duke of Marlborough, by cenfuring his Grace 
for expofing fuch a fmall number of men to this 
difafler. After this a<flion, Villeroy, who lay en- 
camped near St. Job, declared he would .wait for 
the Duke of Marlborough, who forthwith advanced 
to Hoogftraat, with a view to give him battle: but, 
at bis approach, the French General, letting fire to 
bis camp, retired within his lines with great preci- 
pitation. Then the Duke in veiled Huy, the garri- 
Ibu of which, after a vigorous defence, furrender^ 
thenii^lvcs prifoners of war, on the twcnty-feventl> 
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BOOK (Jay AitfAill. At a council of war held in the 
^ , Ciuiip of*tlic ('’onledcnite's, ihc Duke propofccl to 

t'o,. attack the tncmics’ linesi bclwccii the Mchaione and 
Lemve, and was feconded by the JXuulli, IJano’vc- 
lian, and H(‘(llau (Icneraks: but the Iclu’uic was 
oppol’ccl by the I'lm h oi'iiccrs, and the de[)utics of 
the States, who allcdgrd that the luccefs was dubi- 
ous, and the conlcqucnccs of forcing the lines would 
be incomlderable ; they, therefore, recommended 
the fiege of Liniburg, by the redii6lion of which 
they w'ould acquire a whole province, and cover 
tliicir own country, as well as juliers tind Gucklrcs, 
ifom the clefigns of the enemy. The fiege of Lim- 
burgh was accoidingly undertaken. The trenches 
t\e.re opened on the tive-and-twentieth day of Sep- 
temberj and in two days the place w'us furrendered ; 
the g.ini/on mm, 'lining iirilbners of war. Ty this 
conqued the AlliC', li tured- the countiy of Liege, 
and the ele/lorate of Cologti, from the incurfions of 
the enemy: before ihc end of the year, th..y re- 
mained mailers of the wliolc Spaiiilli Cuehloiland, 
by the rcdiielioii of Gueldrc"), wdiicli fiirrcndi r« d on 
the fcventccntli day oi September, after having been 
long blockaded, bombarded, and lediicetl to a heap 
of afliesj by the Pruifian Geueial, Lotium. Such 
was the campaign in the ?'Jtthci lands, which in all 
probability would have produced events of greater 
importance, had not the Duke of Marlborough been 
idkufled by the deputies of the States-Gcnoral, who 
began to be inlluciiced by the intrigues of the Lou- 
veitein fadlion, ever at erfe to a finglc didlalor. 

^ XXXIX. The French King redoubled liis 
efibrts in Germany, The Duke of Vendome was 
ordered to maich from the Milanefe to 
there join the Elcdlov of Bavaria, who had already 
made himfelf maflcr of Infpruck. But the boors 
riling in arras, drove him out of the country before 
lie could be joined by the French General, who was, 
.-therefore, oblig-’d to return to the Milanefe*. The 
'' Irfiperialiils 
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tmpcrialins in Italy were Co ill fupplied by tlie Court C ii a p. 
of Vienna, that they could not pretend to ^61 ofTcn- , 

lively. The li'rench invefled Oiliglia, which, how- ^oIT^ 
ever, they could not rcrluce; but the fortrrfs of 
Barfillo, in the cLiciiy ofReggio, capimlatino pfrer a 
long blockade, they took pofleillon of llic iJul:e of 
Modena’s country. The Eledlor of Bavaria rejoin- 
ing Villars, rcfo'vcd to attack Count Sti rum, whom 
Prince Louis of Baden h.ul dctichcd fiom Ins army. 

With this view, they palled tlte Danobe at Dona- 
w'ert, and difcharged fix guns, aa a fignal for the 
Marquis D'dllbn, whom they had left in the camp 
at Lavingen, to fall upon the rear of the Imperialills, 
while they fhnuld cliarge them in front. Stiriim no 
fooner perceived the fignal, than he gucifed the 
intention of the enemy, and infiantly refolved to .it- 
tack D’U(li)n before the Rle('dnr and the Marofclial 
fhould advance. He accords gly charged him ac 
the head of feme felct'^ fquadrons, with fitch impe- 
tuofity, th.at the French cav.thy were totally defeat- 
ed; and all his inftnlry would have been killed and 
taken, had not the Hleclor and Villars come up in 
time to turn the fate of the day. The a61ion conti- 
nuid fiom fix in the morning till four in the after- 
noon, when Stirum being overpowered by numbers, 
was obliged to retreat to Norlingen, with the lofs of 
twelve tlioufand men, and all his baggage and artil- 
lery. In the mean time, the Duke of Burgundy, 
afitrted by Tallard, undertook the fiege of Old Bli- 
fac, with a prodigious train of artillery. The place 
was very Itrongly fortilied, though the garrifon was 
fraall, and ill provided with necefiarics^^hjn four- 
teen days, the Governor furrendered the plaice, and 
was condemned to lofc his heall, for having' made * 
fuch a flendcr defence. The Duke of Burgundy 
returned in triumph to Verfailles, and Tallard was 
ordered to inveft Landau. The Prince of Hefle- 
Caficl being detached from the Netherlands, for die 
rclief.<nf the place, joined the Count of Naflau-Wcil-^ 

' 5 bourg, 
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lujoK bom'g, Geiieml of the Palatine forces, near S[)ii'es, 
V * • , where tficy refolvccl to attack the ]''rench in their 
itoTT lines. Rul by this lime Monf. I’racontal, with ten 
thoLifancl men, had joined 'I'allard, and enabled him 
to (Irike a flroke which proved dcciltve. He fud- 
donly quilted his lines, and llirptiiit-d the Prince at 
Spirebach, where the French obtained a complete 
viil-ory, after a very oblUnate and bloody engage- 
ment, in which the Prince of Helle dillingniflicd 
himfclf by uncommon marks of courage and prefence 
of mind. Three horfes were fucceflivcly killed un- 
der him, and he flew a French officer with his own 
hand. After incredible efforts, he was fain to re- 
treat with the lol’s of fonie thoufands. The PVcncli 
])aid dear for their vitilory, Pracontal having been 
flain in the adfion. Nevcrthelefs, they relumed the 
fiege, and the place was furrendered by capitulation. 
The campaign in Gcimany was finilhed with the 
rcduiHion of Auglburg by the Elcdfor of Bavaria, 
who took it in the month of J')ecemher, and agreed 
to its being fecured by a hVcnch garrifon. 

XL. The Kmperor’s affairs at tins junt'^nre 
wore a very unpromifing afpcdl. The J lungarians 
were fleeced, and barbaroufly opprefled, bythofc’io 
whom he entrufted the government of their country. 
They derived courage from defpair. I'hcy feized 
this opportunity, when the Emperor’s forces were 
diyided, and his councils clifl^a<^led, to exert ih'em- 
felves in defence of their liberties. They ran to 
arms, uhder the aufpiccs of Prince Ragotzki. They 
demanded that their grievances fhoulcl be redrefled, 
and thqir^Yivileges rellored. Their refentment Was 
_kept up by the emiflaries of France and Bavaria, 
who likewife encouraged them to perfevere in their 
revolt, by repeated promifes of protedfion and aflift- 
ance. The Emperor’s profpeff, however, was foon 
naended, by two incidents of very great confequcnce 
to his intereft. The Duke of Savoy, forefeeing how 
^Inuch he flrould be expofed to the mercy ^ the 

French 
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I'rencl) King, fliould that Monarch become ^iiaflcrcn AP. 
of the Milanefc, engaged in a fccret n«gociaiioti 
with the Emperor, which, notwith Handing all his ''TtuT^ 
caution, was difcovercd by the Court of Verfailles. 

Louis immediately ordered the Duke of Vendome 
to difarm the troops of Savoy that were in his army, 
to the number of two-and- twenty thoufand men: to 
infi(t upon the Duke’s putting him in pofieffion of 
four confiderable fortrelics ; and demand that the 
number of his troops ihould be reduced to the efta- 
blifliment ftipulated in the treaty of l6p6. The 
Duke, exafperated at thefe infults, ordered the 
I'Vench Ambafllidor, and fevcral officers of the fame 
nation, to be arrefted. Louis endeavoured to inti- 


midate him by a menacing letter, in which he gave 
him to unclerfland, that Tince neither religion, ho- 
nour, interell, nor alliances, had been able to influ- 
ence his condudl, the Duke de Vendome fhould 
make known the intentions of the French Monarch, 


and allow him four-and-twenty hours to deliberate 
on the mealures he fhould purfue. This letter was 
anlwcrcd by a manifefto: in the mean time, the 
Duke concluded a treaty with the Court of Vienna; 
acknowledged the Archduke Charles as King of 
Spain; and fent Envoys to England and Holland. 
Queen Anne, knowing his importance, as well as 
his felfiffi difpofition, afTured him of her fricndfhip 
and afliftance; and both fhe and the States fent 


Arabaifadors to Turin. He was immediately joined 
by a body of Imperial horfc under Vife^jnti, and 
afterwards by Count Staremberg, at the licad of fif- 
teen thoufand men, with whom that marched 

from the Modenefe, in the worft feafon of'khe year, 
through an enemy’s country,' and roads tlW werw 
deemed impaflahle. In vain the French farces har- 
rafled him in his march, and even furrounded him 
in many different places on the route : he furmounted 
all rliefe, difficulties with incredible courage and jTcr- 
fev^a^.e, and joined tjie Duke of Savoy at CaneUj, 
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BOO K fo f''? U) fcciire Uie countiy of PiiHlinoni. I’lic other 
^ , iiu’idcnt \\fliich [)r()V( d fo lavour.ddi to tlic Imperial 

itoTT^ intered, was a treaty by which the ivijio ol’ Poiln[i,ul 
acccdcil to the gnuid alliance. Ills ininilliy per- 
ceived, that Humid Spain be once united to the 
Crown of France, their iVlaflor would (it very infecurc 
upon bis throne. I’hey were intuuuhiioil by the 
united fleets of the inaritime power , which main- 
tained the empire of the lea ; and they wore allured 
by the fplendour of a match between tbcir Infanta 
and the Archduke Charles, to whom the Emperor 
and King of the Romans promifed to transfer all 
'their pretentions to the Spanifli Crown. By this 
treaty, concluded at Lifbon, between’ the Emperor, 
the Queen of Great- Britain, the King of Portugal, 
•and the States-General, it was ftipulated. That King 
Charles fhould be conveyed to Portugal by a power- 
ful fleer, having on boaid twelve thoufand foldiers, 
with a great lupply of money, arms, and ammuni- 
tion; and that he ihould be joined immediately upon 
his landing by an army of eight-and-twcnly thou- 
fand PortLiguefc. 

§ XLI. The Confederates reaped very little ad- 
vantage from the naval operations of this fummer. 
Sir George Hooke cruized in the Cliainiel, in order 
to alarm the coafl. of Ji'rance, and proteiSl the trade 
of England. On the firft day of July, Sir Clondelley 
Shovel failed from St. Helen’s, with the combined 
fquadrons of England and Holland : be diredlcd 
his courfC Jo the Mediterranean, and being reduced 
to great (Jifficulty by want of water, fleered to 
Altea, coafl of "Valentia, where Brigadier 

l^yrai^jf landed, and encamped with flve-and- 
twenty hundred marines. The Admiral publiflied 
a fhort manifello, fignifying that he was not come 
to cliflurb, but to protedt, the good fubjedls of 
Spiiin, who fhould wear allegiance to their lawful 
Monarch, the Archduke Charles, and endeavour to 
Plake off the yoke of France. This dec^irstion 

produced 



i ANNE. 

produced little or no cfFcdl; and the fleet* being chap, 
watered, Sir Cloudefley failed to I/Ogliffm. One 
defign of this armament was to aflifl the Cevennois, 
who had in the courfc of the preceding year been ' 
perfecuted into a revolt on account of religion, and 
implored the aliiftancc of England and the States- 
General. The' Admiral detached two fliips into the 
gulf of Narbonne, with fome refugees and French 
pilots, wdio had concerted fignals with the Ceven- 
nois ; but the Marefchal cle Montrevil having re- 
ceived intimation of their defign, took fuch mea- 
fures as prevented all communication ; and the 
Englifli Captains having repeated their tignals to no 
purpofe, rejoined Sir Cloudefley at Leghorn. This 
Admiral, having renewed tlie peace with the piratical 
States of Barbary, returned to England, without 
having taken one eiredhial flep for annoying the 
enemy, or attempted any thing that looked like the 
refult of a concerted ftheme for that purpofe. The 
nation naturally murmured at the fiuitlefs expedi- 
tion, by which it had incurred fuch a confukrable 
exjience. The merchants complained that they 
were ill fupphed with convoys. The flitps of war 
were victualled with damaged provilio.i ; and every 
article of the marine being mifnianaged, the blame 
fell upon thofe who adled as council to the Lord 
High-Admiral. 

§ XLII. Nor were the arms of England by fea 
much more fuccefsful in the Weft-fmHes. Sir 
George Rookc, in the preceding year, had ^taclied 
from the Mediterranean Captain ilovendcr^ Walker, 
with fix fliips of the line and tranlport'>'*' V,ving on 
board four regiments of foldiers, for the l]^^ewa^d 
iflands. Being joined at Antigua by fonic"Tf«JtSj>l^ 
under Colonel Codrington, they made a defeent 
upon the ifland of Guadaloupe, where they razed 
the fort, burned the town, ravaged the country 
and reimbarked with precipitation, in confequence 
of a *• that the i'lcnch had landed mne hundreds 

men ' 
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BOOK men on ihc back of the ifliind. They retired' tC/ 

I Nevis, where they mud have periflicd by {amine, 

I 170^ had not they been providentially relUncd by Vice- 
I Admiral Ciraydon, in his way to Jamaica. This 

officer had been fent out with three {hips to fucceed 
' lienbovv, and was convoyed about one hundred and 

fifty leagues by two other fhips of the line. He 
had not failed many days, when he fell in with part 
of the French fquadion, commanded by IDu Calle, 

I on their return from ilic Wcil-Indici, very foul, 

and richly laden. Captain Cleland, of the Mon- 
tagu, engaged the {lernmoft ; but he was called oft' 
by a lignal from the Admiial, who proceeded on 
his voyage, without taking further notice of the 
enemy. When he arrived at Jamaica, he quarrelled 
with the principal planters of the ifland ; and his 
fhips beginning to be crazy, he rcfolved to return 
' to England. He accordingly failed througli the 

gulf of Florida, with a view to attack the French 
at Placentia, in Newfoundland ; but his fliips were 
difperfed in a fog that lafted thirty days ; and after- 
wards the council of war which he convoked, were 
of opinion that he could not attack the fcttlement 
with any piofpedl of fuccefs. At his return to 
England, the Houfe of Lords, then fitting, fet on 
foot an enquii y into his condudl. They prefented 
an addrefs to the Queen, defiring flic would remove 
him from his employments ; and he was accordingly 
diftnifled. The only exploit that tended to difirefs 
the eneoiy was performed by Rear-Admiral Dilkes, 
who, in Ihe month of July, failed to the coaft of 
France fmall fquadron ; and, in the neigh- 

bourhqi.kl of Granville, took or deftroyed about 
•;foiTy<^iips and their 'convoy. Yet this damage was 
’rnconfiderable, when compared to that which the 
Englhh navy fuftained from the dreadful tempefl 
that began to blow on the twenty-fcvenih day of 
November, accompalned with fuch flafhes of light- 
/.ning, and peals of thunder, as overwhflpncd the 
' ''r'*’wholc 
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whole kingdom with confternatlon. The houfcs in rnj\p. 
London fliook from their foundations, and fome of 
them falling, buried the inhabitants in their ruins. '”[7^ 
The water overflowed feveral ftreets, and rofc to a 
confiderable height in Weftminfler-hall. London- 
bridge was almoft choaked up with the wrecks of 
veflels that periflied in the river. The lofs fuftained 
by the capital was computed at a million flerling ; 
and the city of Brillol fuffered to a prodigious 
amount ; but the chief national damage fell upon 
the navy. Thirteen fhips of war were loft, together 
with fifteen hundred feamen, including Rear-Admi- 
ral Beaumont, who had been employed in obferving 
the Dunkirk fquadron, and was then at anchor in 
the Downs, where his fhip foundered. This great 
lofs, however, was repaired with incredible diligence, 
to the aftonifhment of all Europe. The Queen im- 
mediately ifiued orders for building a greater num- 
ber of (hips than that which had been deflroyed, and 
file exercifed her bounty for the relief of the fli ip- 
wrecked feamen, and the widows of thofe who were 
drowned, in fuch a manner as endeared her to all 


her fubjedls. 

§ XLIII. The Emperor having declared his fe- 
cond fon Charles, King of Spain, that young Prince 
let out from Vienna to Holland, and at Dufleldorp 
was vifited by the Duke of Miirlborough, who, in 
the name of his miftrels, congratulated him uppn 
his acceffion to the crown of Spain. Charles received 
him with the moft obliging courtefy, In i-'le courfe 
of their converfation, taking off his he pre- 

fented it to the Englifh General, with aVci^ Vicious 
afpedl, faying, in the Erench language, “ I 
“ afhamed to own myfclf a poor Prince. I poflefs 
nothing but my cloak and fword ; the latter may 
« be of ufe to youi Grace ; and I hope you will not 
“ think it the worfe for my wearing it one clayid’ 
« On the contrary (replied the Duke) it will always^ 
vor- . L L " pur 
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BOO K “ put' me in mind of your Majcfly’s jiid right and 
“ title, add of the obligations I lie undir to h.i'/ard 
“ idy *1^1 making you the great oil Prince in 
“ Chriltendom.” This nobleman reiurned to Eng- 
land in OiSlobeY ; and King Charles embarking for 
the fame kingdom, under convoy of an Engliflt 
and Dutch Iquadron, arrived at Spitliead on the 
twenty-lixth day of September. There he was re- 
ceived by the Dukes of Soraerfet and Marlborough, 
who condudled him to Windfor ; and on the road 
lie was met by Prince George of Denmark. The 
Queen’s deportment towards him was equally noble 
and obliging t and he exprefled the moft profound 
refpcdl and veneration for this illudrious Princefs. 
He fpoke but little ; yet what he faid was judicious ; 
and he behaved with fuch politenefs and affability as 
conciliated the affedlion of the Englifh nobility. 
After having been magnificently entertained for three 
days, he returned to Portfmouth, from whence, on 
the fourth of January, he failed for Portugal, with a 
great fleet, commanded by Sir George Rooke, hav- 
ing on board a body of land-forces, under the 
Duke of Schomberg. When the Admiral had al- 
moft reached Cape Finifierre, he was driven back 
by a ftorm to Spithead, where he was obliged to re- 
main till the 'middle of February, Then being 
favoured with a fair wind, he happily performed the 
vojjrage to Lilbon, where King Charles was received 
with great fplendour, though the Court of Portugal 
was ovec^read with forrow, excited by the death of 
the InfanV, whom the King of Spain intended to 
efpoufej/^'»r' Poland, all hope of peace feemed to 
vanifiy The Cardinal- Primate, by the infligalion 
"oFTi!& Swedifh King^, whofe army lay encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Dantzick, aflembled a Diet 
at Warfaw, which folemnly depofed Auguflus, 
and declared the throne vacant. Their intention 
rns to cleft young Sobiefki, fon of their late Mo- 
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liJvTcb, who refided at BreJlau, in Siklia ; bwt thciv c H A P. 
fcheme was anticipated by Anguflus, who retired , 
haftily into his Saxon dotninionSj and feizing 
bielkij with his brother, fecured them as prifoners 
atDrefden. 
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